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THE  Right  Honourable  Lieutenant-genera} 
Aldercorn. 

James  Abercrombie,  Efq; 

James  Alexander,  Efq; 

Andrew  Allen,  Efq; 

James  Allen,  Efq; 

The  Reverend  Dodlor  Amphlet,  Canon  of  Carlifle. 

, James  Petit  Andrews,  Efq;  of  Shaw,  nearNew^ 
bury. 

Henry  Appleton,  Efq;  of  London. 

Do&or  Archer  of  Dublin. 

Major  Arnott. 

Mr.  Afhby  of  Shrewfbury. 

B 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Bath. 

-The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Vifcount  Barrington^ 
The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Bathurft. 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Blayney. 

The  Right  Reverend  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  Bangor.' 
The  Right  Reverend  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  Briftol, 
The  Right  Honourable  Benjamin  Burton. 

Sir  Cecil  Bifhop,  Baronet. 

Sir  Edward  Blount,  Baronet. 

Sir  Orlando  Bridgeman,  Baronet. 
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Captain  R.  B. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Backhoufe,  A.  M.  Fellow  of 
Chrift-College,  Cambridge. 

Anthony  Bacon,  Efq; 

Arthur  JBagfliaw,  Efqj  of  Bromfgrove. 

The  Reverend  Thomas  Bagfhaw. 

Henry  Baker,  Efq;  F.  R.  S. 

Thomas  Baker,  Efq; 

Mrs.  Baker  of  Worcefter: 

Townley  Balfour,  Efq;  Gent.  Com.  of  Brazen^ 
Nofe  College,  Oxford. 

Thomas  Banks,  Efq;  Gent.  Com.  of  St.  Mary- 
Hall,  Oxford. 

Thomas  Barlow,  Efq; 

Mr.  Jonathan  Barnard,  Merchant' of  London, 
6 Setts. 

Doctor  Barry. 

Arthur  Barwell,  Efq; 

Doctor  Baylies,  of  Leicefter-Fields. 

Jofeph  Bedford,  Efq; 

Richard  Benfon,  Efq; 

Robert  Bentley,  Efq;  Merchant  of  Dublin. 
Arthur  Bernard,  Efq;  of  the  Middle  Temple. 
William  Bernard,  Efq; 

Charles  Bill,  Efq;  of  Dirley,  in  Wiltshire. 

The  Reverend  James  Birt,  Le&urer  of  Newland, 
in  Glocefterfhire. 

Edward  Bifhop,  Efq; 

The  Reverend  Henry  Blacker. 

„ Henry  Blake,  Elq; 

George  Blount,  Efq; 

Charles  Bolas,  Efq; 

John  Bond,  Efq;  of  Grange,  Dorfet. 

Edward  Bofcawen,  Efq;  Gent.  Com.  of  Chrift’s- 
Church  College,  Oxford. 

Theobald 
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Theobald  Bourke,  Efq;  of  his  Majefty’s  Ship  the 
Alcide. 

Thomas  Bowdler,  Efq; 

Mr.  Samuel  Bradley,  of  Worccfter. 

Thomas  Bradfhaw,  Efq; 

Mr.  Cornelius  Brady. 

Bridgeman,  Efq; 

Patrick  Brifcoe,  Efq; 

William  Bromley,  Efq;  of  Abberly. 

George  Broom,  Efq; 

Hawkins  Browne,  Efq;  Gent.  Com.  of  Hartford- 
Collcge,  Oxford. 

Captain  John  Browne. 

Edward  Bulkely,  Efq; 

Mr.  Burdon,  Bookfeller  of  Winchefter,  24  Sets. 
The  Reverend  Mr.  Burgefs. 

Thomas  Burgh,  M.  D.  of  Coventry. 

Edmund  Burke,  Elq; 

Mr.  Michael  Burke, 

James  Burnett,  Efq; 

Thotnas  Burroughs,  Efq; 

John  Butler,  Efq. 

Richard  Butler,  Efq; 

C 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Chefterfield. 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Countefs  of  Cheflerfield. 
The  Right  Honourable  the  Countefs  Dowager  of 
Coventry. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Cavan. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Charlemount, 
4 Setts. 

The  Honourable  and  Right  Reverend  the  Lord 
'■  Bifhop  of  Carlifle. 

The  Right  Honourable  Nathaniel  Clements. 
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The.  Hod.  and  Reverend  Mr.  Cholmondeley, 
Sif*George  Colebrooke,  Baronet, 

Mr.  Calcott  of  Evefham. 

Doctor  Campbell,  2 Sets, 
podlor  Cameron  of  Worcefter. 

Stratford  Canning,  Efq; 

Mr.  John  Carmalt  of  Staines,  in  Middlefex. 

John  Carrol,  Efq;  . 

Mr.  Philip  Caftile. 

John  Challoner,  Efq; 

Dotfor  Chambers. 

Anthony  Chamier,  Efq; 

The  Reverend  John  Chandler,  A.  M.  of  Magda- 
len College,  Oxford. 

Philip  Chenevix,  Efq;  Gent.  Com.  A.  B.  Oxford. 
The  Reverend  John  Cheyne  of  Brigftock,  in  Nor^ 
thamptonfliire. 

Francis  Clare,  Efqj 
Colonel  Clarke. 

Michael  Clarke,  Efq; 

Mifs  Clarke,  of  the  Hill,  in  Herefordshire. 
George  Clibborne,  Efq;  of  Newtown. 

Major  Loftus  Cliffe,  of  Chefter. 

Robert  Cliffe,  Efq;  Banker  of  London, 

Andrew  Clinton,  Efq; 

William  Coane,  Efq; 

Mr.  Thomas  Cobb,  of  Sadler’s  Flail,  Cheapfide, 
The  Reverend  Ralph  Cocking. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Cocks,  Prebendary  of  Brjftol. 
Mr.  Walfingham  Collins,  Merchant, 

George  Colman,  Efq; 

John  Colthurft,  Efq;  • 

The  Reverend  Do&or  Coningfbie,  Rector  of  pen-* 
comb,  in  Herefordfhire. 

'J'ho  Reverend  Peter  Cqok, 

Holland 
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Holland  Cookfey,  Efq;  of  Claines,  in  Worcester- 
shire. 

Michael  Cormick,  Efq;  of  Mullinmore,  2 Sets. 
Mrs.  Mary  Cormick. 

Mr.  Ulick  Cormick,  Merchant  of  London. 

John  Cornwall,  Efq; 

James  Coutts,  Efq; 

AShley  Cowper,  Efq;  Cler.  Pari. 

William  Cowper,  Efq; 

Richard  Cox,  Efq; 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Cox,  of  Oxford. 

Richard  Hippefly  Coxe,  Efq; 

William  Cracraft,  Efq; 

Richard  Cracraft,  junior,  Efq; 

— Crafts,  Efq;  of  Southwell,  in  Nottinghamshire. 
Mr.  Samuel  Croker. 

John  Cromie,  Efq;  of  the  Middle  Temple. 

Henry  CrookShanke,  Efq;  of  the  Middle  Temple. 
William  Crowe,  Efq; 

James  Crowe,  E% 

John  Crowe,  Efq; 

Daniel  Cunningham,  Efq;  of  Stonehoufe,  in 
Shropshire. 

D 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Dorfet. 

The  Right  Honourable  Lady  Arabella  Denney. 
The  Right  Honourable  Lady  Dalkeith. 

The  Honourable  Robert  Drummond. 

The  Honourable  Henry  Drummond. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Dangerfield,  Vicar  of  Good- 
rich, in  Herefordshire. 

Doctor  Dantry,  2 Sets. 

Chriftopher  Dardifs,  Efq; 
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Charles  Dafhwood,  Efq;  Gent.  Cora,  of  St.  Mary- 
Hall,  Oxford. 

Henry  Dalhwood,  Efq;  Gent.  Com.  of  Brazen- 
Nofe  College,  Oxford. 

The  Reverend  William  Davies,  of  Briftol. 

Mr.  John  Davies  of  Clerkenwel!,  London. 
William  Davies,  Efq; 

Jofeph  Deane,  Efq; 

William  Deane,  Efq; 

Mr.  Dennis  Delane. 

John  Delme,  Efq; 

— Dickfon,  Efq;  of  Hartford-College,  Oxford. 
Nicholas  Dillon,  Efq;  of  Dunboyne. 

Mr.  John  Dodfon,  A,  M,  Fellow  of  Oriel-College, 

, Oxford. 

Doctor  M'Donagh. 

Dennis  Doran,  Efq; 

. The  Reverend  Do&or  Douglas. 

Chriftopher  D’Ovley,  Efq; 

John  Drummond,  Efq; 

Mr.  William  Dryden. 

Pefer  Dubuiflon,  Efq;  of  Newland,  in  Glocefter- 
(hire. 

John  Duke,  Efq; 

James  Dunkin,  Efq;  of  the  Middle-Temple,  2 fets. 
Hale  Dyer,  Efq;  of  Chelfea. 

Samuel  Dyer,  Efq; 

E 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Exeter. 

The  Right  honourable  the  Countefs  of  Exeter. 
The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Eglinton. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Eafton,  A.  M.  Fellow  of 
ChrilVs-College,  Cambridge. 

\Vi!liam  Eden,  Efq;  of  Chrift’s-Church  College, 
Oxford. 

Mr.  Abraham  Edlin,  John 
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John  Edwards,  Efq$  of  St.  Mary-Hall,  Oxford. 
Thomas  Edwards,  Efq;  of  Cardiff. 

Mrs.  Edwards  of  Worcefler. 

William  Ellis,  Efq; 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Evans,  Canon  of  Worcefter. 
John  Evans,  Efq; 

Mrs.  Evans  of  Goodrich  in  Herefordlhire. 

F 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Farnham. 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Foley. 

The  Honourable  Thomas  Fitzmaurice,  of  St. 

Mary-Hall,  Oxford. 

The  Honourable  Mrs.  Fetty place. 

Mifs  Fettyplace. 

Mr.  George  Faulkner,  of  Dublin. 

The  Reverend  Chriftopher  Field,  of  Frampton. 
Mr.  Thomas  Fifher,  of  Philadelphia,  in  Penfyl- 
vania. 

Mr.  Fiiher  of  Leicefter-Fields. 

Mr.  J.  Fifher. 

The  Reverend  William  Fletcher,  S.  T.  P. 
Thomas  Fletcher,  Efq;  of  Monmouth* 

Mr.  Fletcher,  Bookfeller  in  Oxford,  24  fets. 
Henry  Flood,  Efq; 

Mrs.  Alice  Folliott. 

Samuel  Foote,  Efq; 

Mr.  John  Forbes,  Surgeon,  of  Chelfea. 

Mr.  Charles  Foreman. 

The  Reverend  Dodtor  Fothergill,  Fellow  of 
. Queen’s-College,  Oxford. 

The  Reverend  Dodtor  Fowel,  Chaplain  to  his 
Grace  the  Lord  Archbilhop  of  Canterbury. 
Mofes  Franks,  Efq; 

Mr.WilliamFrederick,  Bookfeller  at  Bath,  24  fets. 

The 
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The  Reverend  David  Freeman. 

Mr.  George  Friel. 

G 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Vifcount  Gage. 
The  Honourable  Lady  Betty  Germaine. 

The  Honourable  Mrs.  Gunning. 

Sir  Sampfon  Gideon,  Baronet,  of  Chrift’s-Church 
College,  Oxford. 

Sir  Archibald  Grant,  Baronet,  of  Monymulk. 

Mr.  Gamidge,  Bookfeller  of  Worcefter. 

The  Reverend  Samuel  Garbet. 

Francis  Garden,  Efq; 

Robert  Gardiner,  Efq; 

Mrs.  Gardiner  of  Snow-Hill,  London. 

Mafon  Gerrard,  Efq;  2 fets. 

John  Gilmour,  Efq; 

Mr.  James  Goddard. 

The  Reverend  Dodtor  Gower,  Provoft  of  Wor- 
cefter-College,  Oxford. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Graham  of  Netherby. 

Lewis  Granom,  Efq; 

The  Book-Society  of  Grantham,  in  Lincolnfhire. 
Mr.  William  Grove,  A.  B.  of  Oriel-College,  Ox- 
ford. 

Morgan  Graves,  Efq;  of  Mickleton,  in  Glocefter- 
lhire. 

The  Reverend  Richard  Green,  S.  T.  P.  Redlor  of 
Bellbroughton,  in  Worcefterthire. 

John  Green,  M.  D.  of  Greenwich. 

William  De  Grey,  Efq;  Solicitor-general. 

Thomas  Guillym,  Efq;  of  Rofs,  in  Hcrefordfiiirc. 

H 

Her  Grace  the  Duchefs  of  Hamilton  and  Brandon. 
The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Hardwick. 

The 
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The  Right  Honourable  and  Right  Reverend  the 
Lord  Bifhop  of  Hereford. 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Vifcount  HeadFort. 

The  Honourable  and  Reverend  William  Harley, 
Canon  of  Worcefter. 

The  Honourable  Robert  Herbert. 

The  Honourable  George  Hay,  L.L.  D.  Dean  of 
the  Arches,  and  one  of  the  Lords  CommiP- 
fioners  of  the  Admiralty,  4 fets. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Hampton,  Redor  of  Plump- 
ton,  in  Suffex. 

Capel  Hanbury,  Efq;  of  Pontpool,  in  Monmouth- 
Ihire,  2 fets.  , 

William  Hanbury,  Efq; 

Mr.  John  Hardy. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Hare  of  Beachampton,  in  Buc- 
kinghamftiire. 

Benjamin  Harene,  Efq; 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Harrington,  Fellow  of  Chrift’s 
College,  Cambridge. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Harrifon. 

John  Harrifon,  Efq; 

Mr.  John  Harrifon,  Merchant,  of  London. 

Mr.  Thomas  Hartley. 

Doctor  Hay. 

William  Haye,  Efq;  of  Greenwich. 

Dodor  Hayes,  ProfelTor  of  Mufic  in  the  Univer- 
fity  of  Oxford. 

Mr.  Philip  Hayes,  Batchelor  of  Mufic  in  Oxford. 

William  Hayward,  Efq; 

The  Reverend  Thomas  Heany  of  Monkftown. 

Andrew  Heron,  M.  D. 

Dodor  Hiffernan, 

Dodor  Hill. 

The  Reverend  Guy  Hill,  A,  M.  Vicar  of  Wal- 
fprd,  in  Hcrefordlhire.  Mr. 
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Mr.  George  Hill,  Merchant  in  Worcefter. 

Mr.  Jofeph  Hill. 

Mr.  Hockrill. 

Hugh  Hogan,  E(q; 

Mr.  Holcom. 

Rogers  Holland,  Efq;  of  Lincoln’s-Inn. 

Mr.  Peter  Holfteyn,  of  Rotterdam. 

John  Home,  Efq; 

Thomas  Hopkins,  Efq;  of  Newland  in  Glocefter- 
■ ftiire. 

Francis  Hopkins,  Efq; 

John  Hart,  Efq; 

Gorges  Edmund  Howard,  Efq; 

Mr.  Alfred  Howard. 

Mrs.  Huddesford  of  Oxford. 

William  Hudfon,  Efq; 

The  Reverend  Lambert  Hughes,  S.  T.  P. 

The  Reverend  William  Hughes,  of  Worcefter 
Cathedral. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Hughes,  Vicar  of  Radway  in 
Warwickfhire.  . 

Mr.Hugh  Hughes  of  the  Sun  Fire- Office,  London. 
Thomas  Hunt,  Efq;  Gent.  Com.  of  Pembroke- 
College,  Oxford. 

Mr.  John  Hutchenfon,  Merchant. 

Hartley  Hutchinfon,  Efq;  of  Peter-ftreet,  Dublin. 
The  Reverend  Mr.  Hutton,  Redor  ofMaidfmor- 
ton,  in  Buckinghamfhire. 

I 

Colonel  James  of  Worcefter. 

Charles  Jenkinfon,  Efq; 

The  Reverend  Dodor  Jenner,  Prefident  of  Mag- 
dalen-College,  Oxford. 

Charles  Jennings,  Efq; 

Lewis 
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Lewis  Innes,  Efq; 

James  Johnfton,  Efq;  of  Gray’s-Inn. 

William  Johnftone,  Efq; 

Colonel  Daniel  Jones. 

Loftus  Jones,  Efq; 

Mifs  Jones  of  Shrewlbury. 

John  Morton  Jordan,  Efq; 

Thomas  Joye,  Efq; 

K 

Sir  Francis  Knolles,  Baronet,  of  Thame,  in  Ox- 
fordfhire. 

The  Honourable  Major-general  Keppel. 

William  Kane,  Efq;  of  Cloutarf. 

Dodtor  William  King,  late  Principal  of  St.  Mary- 
Hall,  Oxford,  2 fets. 

John  King,  Efq; 

Captain  Michael  Burne  Knox. 

L 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Leeds. 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Leigh. 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Lyttelton. 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Longford. 

Lake,  Efq; 

Mrs.  Land. 

Bennet  Langton,  Elq; 

Ifaac  Lavine,  Efq;  Gent.  Com.  of  St.  Mary-Hall, 
Oxford. 

Richard  Lawrence,  Efq;  Gent.  Com.  of  St.  Mary- 
Hall,  Oxford. 

Mr.  Lawfon,  of  Whitechapel. 

Mr.  Lawton,  Bookfeller  of  Chefter,  12  fets. 
Michael  Leigh,  Efq; 

Mrs.  Julia  Leflie. 

Henry  L’Eftrange,  Efq;  of  Moifton. 

Edward  Lewis,  Efq; 

Willoughby 
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Willoughby  Lightburne,  Efq; 

Mr.  Harcourt  Lightburne,  Merchant  of  Dublin, 
Mr.  Lifter,  Surgeon  in  Bath. 

Colonel  Litchfield. 

Mrs.  Lloyd  of  Domgay. 

James  Logan,  Efq; 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Lort,  Fellow  of  Trinity-Col* 
lege,  and  Greek  Profefl'or,  in  the  Univerfity  of 
Cambridge. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Lowry,  Redtor  of  Charlton, 
in  Oxfordfliire. 

The  Reverend  Dr.  Lowth. 

Colonel  Lufhington. 

John  Lydal  junior,  Efq;  of  Uxmorc,  in  Oxford- 
fhirc. 

Reginald  Lygon,  Efq;  of  Maddrcsfield,  in  Wor* 
cefterlhire. 

Mr.  William  Lynes. 

The  Reverend  Dodfor  Lvon. 

M 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  March. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Milltown. 
The  Honourable  Charles  Marfham,  of  Chrift's- 
Church  College,  Oxford. 

Sir  John  Morgan,  Baronet. 

Sir  William  Mayne,  Baronet. 

Robert  Mackay,  Efq;  6 fcts. 

Madden,  Efq; 

Mr.  Madden. 

Mr.  Alexander  M‘Mahon,  Merchant. 

David  Mallet,  Efq; 

Edmund  Malone,  Efq;  of  the  Inner-Temple. 
Edmund  Malone,  Efq;  of  the  Inner-Temple. 

Mr.  William  Marks,  Merchant  of  London. 

Charles 
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Charles  Marlh,  Efq;  2 fets. 

Peter  Marfti,  Efq-,  of  Morally. 

Peter  Marfli,  Efq;  of  Balinamintagh. 

Mifs  Marfh,  2 fets. 

Richard  Marshall,  Efq;  of  Shropihire. 

John  Martin,  Efq;  of  Upton,  in  Worcefterfhire. 
Captain  Martin. 

Edward  Martin,  E% 

Mrs.  Martin. 

John  Mafon,yEfq;  of  Greenwich. 

Mr.  John  Mafon,  Vicar  of  Chrift’s-Church,  and 
St.  Patrick’s,  Dublin,  and  Vicar  of  St.  Patrick’s, 
Armagh. 

Dr.  Mays,  Fellow  of  Brazen-Nofe  College,  Oxford. 
Hugh  Meares,  Efq;  of  Southwark. 

Mr.  Merrill,  Bookfeller  of  Cambridge,  24  fets. 
Paul  Methuen,  Efq;  Gent.  Com.  of  Magdalen- 
College,  Oxford. 

William  Milborne,  Efq;  of  Armathwaite-Caftle. 
Charles  Milborne,  Efq; 

Sanderfon  Miller,  Efq;  of  Radway,  in  Warwick- 
shire. 

David  Moncrief,  Efq; 

John  Monro,  M.  D. 

Doctor  Monfay,  Phyfician  to  Chelfea-Hofpital. 
Edward  Montague,  Efq;  of  the  Middle-Temple. 
The  Reverend  Mr.  Montieth,  Redtor  of  Bar- 
rowby,  in  Lincolnlhire. 

John  Moody,  Efq; 

Francis  Moore,  Efq; 

Richard  Moreley,  Efq;  of  Ridmorley,  in  Wor- 
cefterihire. 

Valentine  Morris,  Efq> 

Mifs  Morris  of  Dublin. 

Dodtor  Moyfey  of  Bath. 

The  Reverend  John  Mullock, 
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Mr.  Robert  Murray,  of  the  Sun  Fire-Office, 
London. 

John  Mytton,  Efq;  of  Halfton,  in  Shropfbire. 

Charles  Mytton,  Efq;  Gent.  Com.  of  St.  Mary- 
Hall,  Oxford. 

N 

His  Excellency  the  Earl  of  Northumberland,  Lord 
Lieutenant  General  and  General  Governor  of 
Ireland. 

The  Right  Honourable  Robert  Nugent. 

The  Honourable  Brownlow  North,  Fellow  of 
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EDITORS 

TO  THE 

READER. 

TT  may  appear  fomewhat  ftrange  to  the 
world,  and  efpecially  to  men  of  tafte 
and  learning,  that  fo  many  poetical,  hiflo- 
rical,  and  other  miscellaneous  productions 
of  Dr.  Swift,  fhould  have  lain  dormant 
fuch  a number  of  years,  after  the  deceafe 
of  an  Author  fo  univerfally  admired  in 
all  nations  of  the  globe,  which  have  any 
Share  of  politenefs.  However,  not  to  be 
over  and  above  particular  on  this  occafion ; 
were  it  of  any  confequence  to  relate  by 
4 what 
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what  extraordinary  means  thefe  Several 
Papers  were  refeued  from  the  injuries  of 
time  and  accidents  j or,  to  inlift  upon  fome 
other  circumftanccs,  which  at  prefent,  we 
rather  chufe  to  pafs  over  in  filence  ; it 
would,  perhaps,  feem  rather  more  afto- 
nilhing,  that  ever  indeed  they  Ihould 
have  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  their 
appearance  at  all.  It  may  Suffice  to  ob- 
ferve,  That  in  order  to  gratify  the  curio- 
lity  of  the  Public,  we  lhall  afeertain  theft; 
Writings  to  be  genuine  ; although  to 
every  man  of  tafte  and  judgment  they 
carry  their  own  marks  of  authenticity 
And  therefore,  as  all  the  original  Manu- 
scripts, not  to  mention  two  or  three  Poems 
taken  from  the  public  prints,  are  in  the 
Do&or’s  own  hand ; or,  tranferibed  by  his 
Amanuenfis,  have  the  Sanction  of  his  in- 
dorsement j fome  few  copies,  for  which 
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indeed 
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indeed  we  have  the  honour  to  be  obliged 
to  our  friends,  only  excepted  ; we  lhall 
depofite  them  in  the  Britilh  Mufeum,  pro- 
vided the  Governors  will  pleafe  to  receive 
them  into  their  collection. 

London, 

March  18,  1765. 
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MEMOIRS, 

RELATING  TO 

That  Change  which  happened  in  the 
Queen’s  Ministry  in  the  Year  1710. 

Written  in  October,  mdccxiv, 

HAVING  continued,  for  near  the 
fpace  of  four  years,  in  a good 
degree  of  confidence  with  the 
miniftry  then  in  being,  although 
not  with  fo  much  power  as  was  believed, 
Or  at  leaf!  given  out,  by  my  friends  as  well 
as  by  my  enemies,  cfpecially  the  latter,  in 
both  houfes  of  parliament : And  this  ha- 
ving happened  during  a very  bufy  period 
of  negotiations  abroad,  and  management 
or  intrigue  at  home,  I thought  it  might 
probably,  fome  years  hence,  when  the  pre- 
fent  fcene  fhall  have  given  place  to  many 
new  ones  that  will  arife,  be  an  enter* 
tainment  to  thofe  who  will  have  any  per- 
fonal  regard  for  me  or  my  memory,  to  fet 
down  fome  particularities  which  fell  un- 
der my  knowledge  and  observation,  while 
I was  fuppofed,  whether  truly  or  no,  to 
have  part  in  the  Secret  of  affairs. 
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2 Memoirs  relating  to  the  Change 

One  circumftance  I am  a little  forry  for, 
that  I was  too  negligent  (again!!  what  I 
had  always  refolved,  and  blamed  others 
for  not  doing)  in  taking  hints  or  jour- 
nals of  every  thing  material  as  it  palled, 
whereof  I omitted  many  that  I cannot  now 
recoiled!,  although  I was  convinced,  by  a 
thoufand  inllances,  of  the  weaknefs  of  my 
memory.  But,  to  fay  the  truth,  the  nearer 
knowledge  any  man  has  in  the  affairs  at 
Court,  the  lefs  he  thinks  them  of  confe- 
quence,  or  -worth  regarding.  And  thofe 
kind  of  paflages,  which  I have  with  curi- 
ofity  found  or  fearched  for  in  Memoirs, 
I wholly  ncgledted  when  they  were  freely 
communicated  to  me  from  the'  firlt  hand, 
or  were  fuch  wherein  I adled  myfelf.  This 
I take  to  be  one  among  other  reafons  why 
great  minifters  fcldom  give  tliemfelves  the 
trouble  of  recording  the  important  parts  of 
.that  adminiftration,  where  they  tliemfelves 
are  at  the  head.  They  have  extinguilhed 
all  that  vanity  which  ufually  pollelles  men 
during  their  firll  acquaintance  at  courts  ; 
and,  like  the  mailers  of  a puppet-lhow, 
.they  defpife  thofe  motions  which  fill  com- 
mon fpcctators  Avith  wonder  and  delight. 

However,  upon  frequently  recollccling 
the  courfc  of  affairs  during  the  time  I was 

either 
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either  trailed  or  employed ; I am  deceived, 
if  in  hiflory  there  can  be  found  any  period 
fnore  full  of  paflages,  which  the  curious 
of  another  age  would  be  glad  to  know  the 
fecret  fprings  of ; or,  from  whence  more 
ufeful  inftru<5tions  may  be  gathered  for 
directing  the  conduct  of  thofe,  who  fliall 
hereafter  have  the  good  or  ill  fortune  to  be 
engaged  in  bufinefs  of  the  Hate. 

It  may  probably  enough  happen,  that 
thofe  who  fliall  at  any  time  hereafter  pe- 
rufe  thefe  papers,  may  think  it  not  fuitable 
to  the  nature  of  them,  that,  upon  occafion,  I 
fometimes  make  mention  of  myfelf ; who,  . 
during  thefe  tranladlions,  and  ever  fince, 
was  a perfon  without  titles  or  public  em- 
ployment. But,  fince  the  chief  leaders  of 
the  fadlion  then  out  of  power,  were  pleafed 
in  both  houfes  of  parliament  to  take  every 
opportunity  of  fhewing  their  malice,  by 
mentioning  me  (and  often  by  name)  as 
one  who  was  in  the  fecret  of  all  affairs, 
and  without  whofe  advice  or  privity,  no- 
thing was  done,  or  employment  difpofed 
of,  it  will  not,  perhaps,  be  improper  to  take 
notice  of  fome  paffages,  wherein  the  public 
and  myfelf  were  jointly  concerned  ; not  to 
mention  that  the  chief  caufe  of  giving  my- 
felf this  trouble,  is  to  fatisfy  my  particular 
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friends  ; and,  at  word,  if,  after  the  fate 
of  manufcripts,  thefe  papers  fhall,  by  acci- 
dent or  indifcretion,  fail  into  the  public 
view,  they  will  be  no  more  liable  to  cen- 
fure  than  other  memoirs,  publiihed  for 
many  years  pad,  in  Englifb,  French,  and  Ita- 
lian. The  period  of  nme  I defrgn  to  treat 
on,  will  commence  with  September  1710, 
from  which  time,  till  within,  two  months 
of  the  Queen’s  death,  I was  never  abfent 
from  court,  except  about  fix  weeks  in 
Ireland. 

But,  becaufe  the  great  change  of  em- 
ployments in  herMajefty’s  family,  as  well 
as  in  the  kingdom,  was  begun  fbme 
months  before,  and  had  been  thought  on 
from  the  time  of  Dr.  Sacheverel’s  trial, 
while  I was  abfent,  and  lived  retired  in 
Ireland ; I fhall  endeavour  to  recolle#,  as 
well  as  I am  able,  fome  particulars  I learn-, 
cd  from  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  the  Lord  Vif- 
count  Bolingbroke,  the  Lady  Mafham,  and 
Doctor  Atterbury,  who  were  bed  able  to 
inform  me. 

I have  often  with  great  earnednefs  prefix- 
ed the  Earl  of  Oxford,  then  Lord  Treafu- 
rer,  and  my  Lady  Mafham,  who  were  the 
foie  perfons  which  brought  about  that 
great  change,  to  give  me  a particular  ac-s 
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count  of  every  circumftance  and  pafiage 
during  that  whole  tranfaftion : Nor  did 
this  requeft  proceed  from  curiofity,  or  the 
ambition  of  knowing  and  publifhing  im- 
portant fecrets ; but,  from  a fincere  honeft 
delign  of  juftifying  the  Queen,  in  the  mea- 
fures  (he  then  took,  and  after  purfued, 
againll  a load  of  fcandal  which  would  cer- 
tainly be  thrown  on  her  memory,  with  fome 
appearance  of  truth.  It  was  eafy  to  fore- 
fee, even  at  that  diftance,  that  the  Queen 
could  not  live  many  years;  and  it  was 
fufficiently  known,  what  party  was  moft 
in  the  good  graces  of  the  fucceflor;  and, 
confequently,  what  turns  would  be  given 
by  liiftorians  to  her  Majefty’s  proceedings, 
under  a reign,  where  direct  contrary  mea- 
fures  would  probably  be  taken.  For  in- 
ftance,  What  would  be  more  eafy  to  a ma- 
licious pen  than  to  charge  the  Queen  with 
inconflancy,  weaknefs,  and  ingratitude, 
in  removing  and  difgracing  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  who  had  fo  many  years 
commanded  her  armies  with  vidtory  and 
fuccefs ; in  difplacing  fo  many  great  offi- 
cers of  her  court  and  kingdom,  by  whofe 
counfels  fhe  had  in  all  appearance  fo  prof- 
peroufly  governed ; in  extending  the  marks 
of  her  l'everity  and  difpleafure  towards  the 
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wife  and  daughters,  as  well  as  relations 
and  allies,  of  that  perfon  Ihe  had  fo  long 
employed  and  fp  highly  trailed ; and  all 
this  by  the  private  intrigues  of  a woman 
of  her  bed-chamber,  in  concert  with  an 
artful  man,  who  might  be  fuppofed  to 
have  acted  that  bold  part  only  from  a 
motive  of  revenge  upon  the  lofs  of  his  em- 
ployments, or  of  ambition  to  come  again 
into  power  i 

Thefe  were  fome  of  the  arguments  I of- 
ten made  ufe  of  with  great  freedom,  both 
to  the  Earl  of  Oxford  and  my  Lady  Malham, 
to  incite  them  to  furnilh  me  with  mate- 
rials for  a fair  account  of  that  great  tran- 
faction,  to  which  they  always  feemed  as 
well  difpofed  as  myfelf.  My  Lady  Malham 
did  likewife  allure  me,  that  Ihe  had  fre- 
quently informed  the  Queen  of  my  requell, 
which  her  Majelty  thought  very  reafon- 
able,  and  did  appear  upon  all  occalions  a$ 
defirous  of  preferving  reputation  with  pof- 
terity,  as  might  juftly  become  a great 
Prince  to  be. 

But,  that  incurable  difeafe,  either  of  negli- 
gence or  procraftination,  which  influenced, 
every  a<5tion  both  of  the  Queen  and  the, 
Earl  of  Oxford,  did  in  fome  fort  infect  every 
one  who  had  credit  or  bufinefs  in  court ; 
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For,  after  foliciting  near  four  years,  to  obtain 
a point  of  fo  great  importance  to  the  Queen 
and  her  fervants,  from  whence  I could  pro- 
pofe  nothing  but  trouble,  malice,  and  envy 
to  myfelf,  it  was  perpetually  put  off. 

The  fcheme  I offered  was  to  write  her 
Majefty’s  reign  ; and,  that  this  work  might 
not  look  officious  or  affedted,  I was  ready 
to  accept  the  hiftoriographer’s  place,  al-  . 
though  of  inconfiderable  value,  and  of 
which  I might  be  furc  to  be  deprived  upon 
the  Queen’s  death. 

This  negligence  in  the  Queen,  the  Earl 
of  Oxford,  and  my  Lady  Mafham,  is  the 
caufe  that  I can  give  but  an  imperfedt  ac- 
count of  the  firfl  fprings  of  that  great 
change  at  court,  after  the  trial  of  Dodtor 
Sacheverel,  my  memory  not  ferving  me  to 
retain  all  the  fadts  related  to  me ; but 
what  I remember  I fhall  here  fet  down. 

There  was  not,  perhaps,  in  all  England, 
a perfon  who  underflood  more  artificially 
to  difguife  her  paffions  than  the  late  Queen. 

Upon  her  firfl  coming  to  the  throne,  the 
Duchefs  of  Marlborough  had  loft  all  favour 
with  her,  as  her  Majcfly  hath  often  ac-  4 

knowledged  to  thofe  who  have  told  it  me. 

That  Lady  had  long  preferved  an  afeendant 
over  l;er  Miflrefs,  while  flic  was  Princefs, 

J3  4 which 


Digitized  by  Google 


9 Memoirs  relating  to  the  Change 

which  her  Majefty,  when  £he  came  to  the 
crown,  had  neither  patience  to  bear,  nor 
fpirit  to  fubdue.  This  Princefs  was  fo  ex- 
a 61  an  obferver  of  forms,  that  fhe  feemed 
to  have  made  it  her  ftudy,  and  would  of- 
ten defcend  fo  low,  as  to  obferve,  in  her 
domefticks  of  either  fex,  who  came  in  her 
prefence,  whether  a ruffle,  a periwig,  or 
the  lining  of  a coat,  were  unfuitable  at  cer- 
tain times.  The  Duchefs,  on  the  other 
fide,  who  had  been  ufed  to  great  familia- 
rities, could  not  take  it  into  her  head,  that 
any  change  of  ftation  Ihould  put  her  upon 
changing  her  behaviour,  the  continuance 
of  which  was  the  more  offeniive  to  her 
Majefty,  whofe  other  fervants,  of  the  great- 
eft  quality,  did  then  treat  her  with  the  ut* 
moft  refpe<ft. 

The  Earl  of  Godolphin  held  in  favour 
about  three  years  longer,  and  then  de- 
clined, although  he  kept  his  office  till  the 
general  change.  I have  heard  feveral  rea-. 
fons  given  for  her  Majefty ’s  early  difguft 
againft  that  Lord.  Tire  Duchefs,  who  had 
long  been  his  friend,  often  prevailed  on 
him  to  folicit  the  Queen  upon  things  very 
unacceptable  to  her,  which  her  Majefty 
liked  the  worfe,  as  knowing  from  whence 
they  originally  came ; and  his  Lordfhip, 
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although  he  endeavoured  to  be  as  refpecft- 
ful  as  his  nature  would  permit  him,  was, 
upon  all  occalions,  much  too  arbitrary  and 
obtruding.  . 

To  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  Ihe  was 
wholly  indifferent  (as  her  nature  in  gene- 
ral prompted  her  to  be),  until  his  reftlefs, 
impatient  behaviour  had  turned  her  a- 
gainft  him. 

. The  Queen  had  not  a flock  of  amity 
to  ferve  above  one  objedt  at  a time ; and 
further  than  a bare  good  or  ill  opinion, 
which  Ihe  foon  contracted  and  changed, 
and  very  often  upon  light  grounds,  lhc 
could  hardly  be  faid  either  to  love  or  to 
hate  any  body.  She  grew  fo  jealous  upon 
the  change  of  her  fervants,  that  often, 
out  of  fear  of  being  impofed  upon,  by 
an  over-caution,  fhe  would  impofe  upon 
herfelf;  fhe  took  a delight  in  refufing 
thofe  who  were  thought  to  have  greateft 
power  with  her,  even  in  the  moft  reafon- 
able  things,  and  fuch  as  were  neceffarv 
for  her  fervice ; nor  would  let  them  be 
done  till  fhe  fell  into  the  humour  of  it 
herfelf. 

Upon  the  grounds  I have  already  relat- 
ed, her  Majefty  had  gradually  conceived  a 
moft  rooted  averfion  from  the  Duke  and 
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Dudhefs  of  Marlborough,  and  the  Earl 
of  Godolphin  ; which  fpread,  in  time, 
through  all  their  allies  and  relations,  par- 
ticularly to  the  Earl  of  Hertford,  whofe 
ungovernable  temper  had  made  him  fail 
in  his  perfonal  refpedts  to  her  Majefty. 

This  I take  to  have  been  the  principal 
ground  of  the  Queen’s  refolutions  to  make 
a change  of  fome  officers  both  in  her  fa- 
mily and  kingdom  ; and  that  thefe  refolu- 
tions did  not  proceed  from  any  real  appre- 
henfion  fhe  had  of  danger  to  the  church 
or  monarchy.  For,  although  Ihe  had  been 
ftridtly  educated  in  the  former,  and  very 
much  approved  its  dodtrine  and  difeipline, 
yet  Ihe  was  not  fo  ready  to  forefee  any 
attempts  againft  it  by  die  party  then  pre- 
fiding.  But,  the  fears  that  mod  influenced 
her,  were  fuch  as  concerned  her  own 
power  and  prerogative,  which  thofe  near- 
ell  about  her  were  making  daily  encroach- 
ments upon,  by  their  undutiful  behaviour 
and  unreafonable  demands. 

i 

The  deportment  of  the  Duchcfs  of  Marl- 
borough, while  the  Prince  lay  expiring, 
was  of  fuch  a nature,  that  the  Queen,  then 
in  the  heights  of  grief,  was  not  able  to 
bear  it ; but,  with  marks  of  difpleafurc 
in  her  countenance,  Ihe  ordered  the  Du- 
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chefs  to  withdraw,  and  fend  Mrs.  Mafham 
to  her. 

I forgot  to  relate  an  affair  that  happened, 
as  I remember,  about  a twelvemonth  be- 
fore Prince  George’s  death.  This  Prince 
l>ad  long  conceived  an  incurable  averlion 
from  that  party,  and  was  refolved  to  ufe 
his  utmoft  credit  with  the  Queen,  his  wife, 
to  get  ric\  of  them.  There  fell  out  an  in- 
cident which  feemed  to  favour  this  at- 
tempt ; for  the  Queen,  refolving  to  bellow 
a regiment  upon  Mr.  Hill,  brother  to  Mrs. 
Mafham,  fignified  her  pleafure  to  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough;  who,  in  a manner  not 
very  dutiful,  refufed  his  confent,  and  re- 
tired in  anger  to  the  country.  After  fome 
heats,  the  regiment  was  given  to  a third 
perfon:  But,  the  Queen  refented  this  mat- 
ter fo  highly,  which  Ihe  thought  had  been 
promoted  by  the  Earl  of  Godolphin,  that' 
Ihe  refolved-immediately  to  remove  the 
latter.  I was  told,  and  it  was  then  ge- 
nerally reported,  that  Mr.  St.  John  car- 
ried a letter  from  her  Majelty  to  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  lignifying  her  re- 
solutions to  take  the  llaff  from  the  Earl 
of  Godolphin,  and  that  Hie  expedted  his 
Grace’s  compliance;  to  which  the  Duke 
returned  a very  humble  anfwcr.  I can- 
not 
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not  engage  for  this  paflage,  it  having  ne- 
ver come  into  my  head  to  alk  Mr.  St.  John 
about  it:  But,  the  account  Mr.  Harlev  and 
he  gave  me,  was,  That  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough and  the  Earl  of  Godolphin  had 
concerted  with  them  upon  a moderating 
fcheme,  wherein  fome  of  both  parties 
Ihould  be  employed,  but  with  a more  fa- 
vourable afpe<5t  towards  the  church : That 
a meeting  was  appointed  for  compleating 
this  work:  That,  in  the  mean-time,  the 
Duke  and  Duchefs  of  Marlborough,  and 
the  Earl  of  Godolphin,  were  fecretly  tiling 
their  utmoft  efforts  with  the  Queen  to  turn 
Mr.  Harley,  (who  was  then  fecretary  of 
State)  and  all  his  friends,  out  of  their 
employments:  That  the  Queen,  on  the 
other  fide,  who  had  a great  opinion  of  Mr. 
Harley’s  integrity  and  abilities,  would  not 
confent,  and  was  determined  to  remove 
the  Earl  of  Godolphin.  This  was  not 
above  a month  before  the  feafon  of  the 
year  when  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  was 
to  embark  for  Flanders ; and,  the  very 
night  in  which  Mr.  Harley  and  his  friends 
had  appointed  to  meet  his  Grace  and  the 
Earl  of  Godolphin,  George  Churchill  the 
Duke’s  brother,  who  was  in  good  credit 
with  the  Prince,  told  his  Highnefs,  that  the 
9 Duke 
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Duke  was  firmly  determined  to  lay  down 
llis  command,  if  the  Earl  of  Godolphin 
went  out,  or  Mr.  Harley  and  his  friends 
fuffered  to  continue  in.  The  Prince,  thus 
intimidated  by  Churchill,  reported  the  mat- 
ter to  the  Queen ; and  the  time  and  fer- 
vice  preffing,  her  Majefty  was  unwillingly 
forced  to  yield.  The  two  great  Lords  failed 
the  appointment ; and,  the  next  morning, 
the  Duke  at  his  levee  faid  aloud  in  a carelefs 
manner,  to  thofe  who  Hood  round  him, 
That  Mr.  Harley  was  turned  out. 

Upon  the  Prince’s  death,  November  1708, 
the  two  great  Lords  fo  often  mentioned, 
who  had  been  for  fome  years  united  with 
the  Low-church  party,  and  had  long  en- 
gaged to  take  them  into  power,  were  now 
in  a capacity  to  make  good  their  promifes, 
which  his  Highnefs  had  ever  moft  ftrenu- 
oufly  oppofed.  The  Lord  Sommers  was 
made  prefident  of  the  council,  the  Earl  of 
Wharton  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  fome 
others  of  the  fame  ftamp  were  put  into 
confiderable  polls. 

It  fhould  feem  to  m e,  that  the  Duke  and 
Earl  were  not  very  willingly  drawn  to  im- 
part fo  much  power  to  thofe  of  that  party, 
who  expelled  thefe  removals  for  fome 
years  before,  and  were  always  put  off  upon 
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pretence  of  the  Prince’s  unwillingnefs  to 
have  them  employed-  And  I remember, 
fome  months  before  his  Highnefs’s  death, 
my  Lord  Sommers,  who  is  a perfon  of  re-' 
ferve  enough,  complained  to  me  with  great 
freedom  of  the  ingratitude  of  the  Duke 
and  Earl,  who,  after  the  fervice  he  and  his 
friends  had  done  them  in  making  the 
Union,  would  hardly  treat  them  with  com- 
mon civility.  Neither  fliall  I ever  forget, 
that  he  readily  owned  to  me,  that  the 
Union  was  of  no  other  fervice  to  the  nation, 
than  by  giving  a remedy  to  that  evil, 
which  my  Lord  Godolphin  had  brought 
upon  us,  by  perfuading  the  Queen  to  pafs 
the  Scotch  acl  of  fecurity.  But,  to  return  from 
this  digreflion. 

Upon  the  admiffion  of  thefe  men  into 
employments,  the  court  foon  ran  into  ex- 
tremity of  Low-church  meafures ; and  al- 
tho”  gh,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Mr. 
Harley,  Sir  Simon  Harcourt,  Mr.  St.  John, 
and  fome  others,  made  great  and  bold  Hands 
in  defence  of  the  conftitution,  yet  they 
were  always  borne  down  by  a majority. 

It  was,  I think,  during  this  period  of  time 
that  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  whether 
by  a motive  of  ambition,  or  a love  of 
money,  or  by  the  rafli  counfels  of  his  wife 
4 the 
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the  Duchefs,  made  that  bold  attempt  of  de- 
firing the  Queen  to  give  him  a commiflion 
to  be  general  for  life.  Her  Majefty’s  anfwer 
was,  That  Ihe  would  take  time  to  confider 
it ; and,  in  the  mean-while,  the  Duke  ad- 
vifed  with  the  Lord  Cowper,  then  Chan- 
cellor, about  the  form  in  which  the  corn- 
million  Ihould  be  drawn.  The  Chancellor, 
very  much  to  his  honour,  endeavoured  to 
difiuade  the  Duke  from  engaging  in  fo  dan- 
gerous an  affair ; and  protefted  he  would 
never  put  the  great  feal  to  fuch  a com- 
miffion. 

But  the  Queen  was  highly  alarmed  at 
this  extraordinary  proceeding  in  the  Duke, 
and  talked  to  a perfon  whom  fhe  had  then 
taken  into  confidence,  as  if  flie  appre- 
hended an  attempt  upon  the  crown.  The 
Duke  of  Argyle,  and  one  or  two  more 
Lords,  were  ( as  I have  been  told ) in 
a very  private  manner  brought  to  the 
Queen.  This  Duke  was  under  great  obli- 
gations to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  who 
had  placed  him  in  a high  ftation  in  the 
army,  preferred  many  of  his  friends,  and 
procured  him  the  garter.  But,  his  unquiet 
and  ambitious  fpirit,  never  eafy  while 
there  was  any  one  above  him,  made  him, 
upon  fome  trifling  refentments,  conceive 
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an  inveterate  hatred  aga,infl  his  general. 
When  he  was  confulted  what  courfe  fhould 
he  taken  upon  the  Duke  of  Marlborough’s 
requeft  to  be  general  for  life;  and  whe- 
ther any  danger  might  be  apprehended 
from  the  refufal  ; I was  told,  he  fud- 
denly  anfwered,  That  her  Majefty  need 
not  be  in  pain ; for,  he  would  undertake, 
whenever  ihe  commanded,  to  feize  the 
Duke  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  and  bring 
him  away  either  dead  or  alive. 

About  this  time  happened  the  famous 
trial  of  Dr.  Sacheverel,  which  arofc  from 
a foolifh  paffionate  pique  of  the  Earl  of 
Godolphin,  whom  this  divine  was  fup- 
pofed,  in  a fermon,  to  have  reflected  on 
under  the  name  of  Volpone , as  my  Lord 
Sommers,  a few  months  after,  confeffed  to 
me ; and,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  had 
eameftly,  and  in  vain  endeavoured,  to  dif- 
fuade  the  Earl  from  that  attempt.  How- 
ever, the  impeachment  went  on  in  the 
form  and  manner  which  every  body  knows, 
and  therefore  there  need  not  be  any  tiling 
faid  of  it  here. 

Mr.  Harley,  who  came  up  to  town  dur- 
ing the  time  of  the  impeachment,  was,  by 
the  intervention  of  Mrs.Malham,  privately 
brought  to  the  Queen,  and,  in  fome  meet- 
ings. 
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ings,  ealily  convinced  her  Majefty  of  the 
diipofitions  of  her  people,  as  they  appeared 
in  the  courfe  of  that  trial  in  favour  of 
the  church,  and  againft  the  meafures  of 
thofe  in  her  fervke.  It  was  not  widiout  a 
good  deal  of  difficulty,  that  Mr.  Harley 
was  able  to  procure  this  private  accefs  to 
the  Queen,  the  Duchefs  of  Marlborough, 
by  her  emifTaries,  watching  all  the  ave- 
nues to  the  back-flairs,  and  upon  all  oc- 
cafions  difeovering  their  jealoufy  of  him ; 
whereof  he  told  me  a pailage,  no  other- 
ways  worth  relating,  than  as  it  gives  an 
idea  of  an  infolent,  jealous  minifler,  who 
would  wholly  engrofs  the  power  and  fa- 
vour of  his  Sovereign.  Mr.  Harley,  upon  his 
removal  from  the  lecretary’s  office,  by  the 
intrigues  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  and 
the  Earl  of  Godolphin,  as  I have  above 
■related,  going  out  of  town,  was  met  by  die 
latter  of  thefe  two  Lords  near  Kenfington- 
gate.  The  Earl,  in  a high  fit  of  jealoufy, 
.goes  immediately  to  the  Queen,  reproaches 
her  for  privately  feeing  Mr.  Harley,  and 
was  hardly  fo  civil  to  be  convinced  with 
her  Majefty’s  frequent  proteflations  to  the 
^contrary. 

Thefe  fufpicions,  I fay,  made  it  hard  for 
■her  Majefty  and  Mr.  Harley  to  have  private 
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interviews ; neither  had  he  made  ufe  of  die* 
opportunities  he  met  with  to  open  himfelf 
£b  much  to  her,  as  flie  feemed  to  exped:, 
and  deilred ; although  Mrs.  Mafliam,  in 
right  of  her  flation  in  the  bed-chamber, 
had  taken  all  proper  occafions  of  purfu- 
ing  what  Mr.  Harley  had  begun.  In  this 
critical  juncture,  the  Queen,  hemmed  in, 
and  as  it  were  imprifoned,  by  the  Duchefs 
of  Marlborough  and  her  creatures,  was 
at  a lofs  how  to  proceed.  One  evening  a 
letter  was  brought  to  Mr.  Harley,  all  dirty, 
and  by  the  hand  of  a very  ordinary  mef* 
fengcr ; he  read  the  fuperfeription,  and  faw 
it  was  the  Queen’s  writing;  he  fent  for  the 
meflenger,  who  faid,  he  knew  not  whence 
the  letter  came,  but  that  it  was  delivered 
him  by  an  under-gardener,  I forget  whe- 
ther of  Hampton-Court  or  Kenfmgton.  The 
letter  mentioned  the  difficulties  her  Ma- 
jefty  was  under,  blaming  him  for  not 
fpeaking  with  more  freedom,  and  more 
particularly ; and  deliring  his  affiftance. 
With  this  encouragement  he  went  more 
frequently,  although  hill  as  private  as  pof- 
hb)e,  to  the  back-hairs ; and  from  that  time 
began  to  have  entire  credit  with  the  Queen. 
He  then  told  her  of  the  dangers  to  her 
crown  as  well  as  to  the  church  and  mo- 
. . narchy 
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narchy  itfelf,  from  the  councils  and  aft  ions 
of  fome  of  her  fervants:  That  fhe  ought 
gradually  to  lefien  the  exorbitant  power 
of  the  Duke  and  Duchefs  of  Marlborough; 
and  the  Earl  of  Godolphin,  by  taking  the 
difpofition  of  employments  into  her  owrt 
hands':  That  it  did  not  become  her  to  be  a 
Have  to  a party  ; but  to  reward  thofe  who 
may  deferve  by  their  duty  and  loyalty, 
•whether  they  were  fuch  as  were  called  of 
the  High-church  or  Low-church.  In  fhort, 
whatever  views  he  had  then  in  his  own 
bread;  or,  how  far  foever  he  intended  to 
proceed,  the  turn  of  his  whole  dilcourfg 
was  intended,  in  appearance,  only  to  put 
the  Queen  upon  what  they  called  a mode- 
rating fcheme ; which  however  made  fo 
ftrong  an  impreflion  upon  her,  that  when 
this  minifter,  led  by  the  necefiity  of  affairs, 
the  general  difpolition  of  the  people,  and 
probably  by  his  own  inclinations,  put  her 
Majefty  upon  going  greater  lengths  than  Ihc 
liad  firft  intended,  it  put  him  upon  innumer- 
able difficulties,  and  fome  infiiperable ; as 
we  lhall  fee  in  the  progrefs  of  this  change. 
Her  Majefty,  purfuant  to  Mr.  Harley’s 
advice,  refolved  to  difpofe  of  the  firft  great 
employment  that  fell,  according  to  her 
own  pleafure,  without  confulting  any  of 
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her  minifters.  To  put  this*  in  execution* 
an  opportunity  foon  happened  by  die  death 
of  the  Earl  of  Ellex,'  whereby  the  lieute- 
nancy of  the  Tower  became  vacant.  It 
was  agreed  between  the  Queen  and  Mr. 
Harley,  that  die  Earl  Rivers  fhould  go  im- 
mediately to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
and  defire  his  Grace’s  good  offices  with  the 
Queen,  to  procure  him  that  poft.  The 
Earl  went  accordingly,  was  received  with 
abundance  of  profeffions  of  kindnefs  by 
die  Duke,  wlio  Laid  the  lieutenancy  of  the 
Tower  was  not  worth  his  Lordfliip’s  accep- 
tance, and  defired  him  to  diink  of  fome- 
thing  elfe.  The  Earl  Hill  infilled,  and  the 
Duke  Hill  condnued  to  put  him  off}  a<t 
length  Lord  Rivers  defired  his  Grace’s  con- 
fent  to  let  him  go  himfelf  and  beg  this  fa- 
vour of  the  Queen,  and  hoped  he  might 
tell  her  Majefty,  his  Grace  had  no  objec- 
tion to  him.  All  this  the  Duke  readily- 
agreed  to,  as  a matter  of  no  confequence. 
The  Earl  went  to  the  Queen,  who  imme- 
diately gave  orders  for  his  commiflion. 
He  had  not  long  left  the  Queen’s  prefence, 
when  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  fufpe&ing 
nothing  that  would  happen,  went  to  the 
Queen,  told  her  the  lieutenancy  of  die 
Tower  falling  void  by  the  death  of  the  Earl 
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of  Eflex,  he  hoped  her  Majefty  would  be- 
llow it  upon  the  Duke  of  Northumberland* 
and  give  die  Oxford-regiment,  then  com- 
manded by  that  Duke,  to  the  Earl  of  Hert- 
ford. The  Queen  faid,  he  was  come  too 
late ; that  flie  had  already  granted  the 
lieutenancy  to  Earl  Rivers,  who  had  told 
her  that  he  [the  Duke]  had  no  objection  to 
him.  The  Duke,  much  furprized  at  this 
new  manner  of  treatment,  and  making 
complaints  in  her  Majefty’s  prefence,  was 
however  forced  to  fubmit. 

The  Queen  went  on  by  flow  degrees. 
Not  to  mention  fome  changes  of  lefler  mo- 
ment, the  Duke  of  Kent  was  forced  to  com- 
pound for  his  chamberlain’s  ftaff,  which 
was  given  to  the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury, 
while  the  Earl  of  Godolphin  was  out  of 
town,  I think  at  Newmarket:  His  Lordfhip, 
on  the  firft  news,  came  immediately  up  to 
court ; but  the  thing  was  done,  and  he 
made  as  good  a countenance  to  the  Duke 
of  Shrewsbury  as  he  was  capable  of.  The 
circumftances  of  the  Earl  of  Sunderland’S 
removal,  and  the  reafons  alledged,  are 
known  enough.  His  ungovernable  temper 
had  averfwayed  him  to  fail  in  his  refpedts 
to  her  Majefty’s  perfon. 
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Mean-time  both  parties  flood  at  gaze,  n6t 
knowing  to  what  theie  fteps  would  lead, 
or  where  they  would  end.  The  Earl  of 
Wharton,  then  in  Ireland,  being  deceived 
by  various  intelligence  from  hence,  endea- 
voured to  hide  his  uneafinefs  as  well  as  he 
fcould.  Some  of  his  fanguine  correfpon- 
dems  had  fent  him  word,  that  the  Queen 
began  to  flop  her  hand,  and  the  church* 
party  to  defpond.  At  the  fame  time,  the 
Duke  of  Shrewfbury  happened  to  fend  him 
a letter  filled  with  great  expreflions  of  civi- 
lity : The  Earl  was  fo  weak,  upon  reading 
it,  as  to  Cry  out,  before  two  or  three  Hand* 
ers-by,  “ Damn  him,  he  is  making  fair 
“ weather  with  me ; but,  by  G—d,  I will 
“ have  his  head.” 

But  thefe  ftiort  hopes  were  foon  blafted, 
by  takiilg  the  Treafurer’s  ftafF  from  the 
Earl  of  Godolphin ; which  was  done  in  a 
manner  not  very  gracious,  her  Majefty 
fending  him  a letter,  by  a very  ordinary 
meJflenger,  commanding  him  to  break  it. 
The  Treafury  was  immediately  put  into 
com  million,  with  Earl  Powlet  at  the  head ; 
but  Mr.  Harley,  who  was  one  of  the  num- 
ber, and  at  the  fame  time  made  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  was  already  fuppofed  to 
jprefi.de  behind  the  curtain. 

Upon 
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Upon  the  fall  of  that  great  minifter  and 
favourite,  that  whole  party  became  difpi- 
rited,  and  feemed  to  expedt  the  word  that 
could  follow.  The  Earl  of  Wharton  im- 
mediately defired,  and  obtained  leave,  to 
come  for  England,  leaving  that  kingdom, 
where  he  had  behaved  himfelf  with  the 
utmoft  profligatenefs,  injuftice,  arbitrary 
proceedings,  and  corruption,  with  the  ha- 
tred and  deteftation  of  all  good  men,  even 
of  his  own  party. 

And  here,  becaufe  my  coming  into  the 
knowledge  of  the  new  miniflry  began 
about  this  time,  I muft  digrefs  a little,  to 
relate  fome  circumftances  previous  to  it. 

Although  I had  been  for  many  years  be- 
fore no  llranger  to  the  court,  and  had 
made  the  nature  of  government  a great 
part  of  my  lludy,  yet  I had  dealt  very 
little  with  politics,  either  in  writing  or 
adting,  until  about  a year  before  die 
late  King  William’s  death ; when,  return- 
ing with  the  Earl  of  Berkeley  from  Ireland, 
and  falling  upon  the  fubjedt  of  the  five 
great  Lords,  who  were  then  impeached  for 
high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors,  by  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  I happened  to  fay, 
that  the  fame  manner  of  proceeding,  at 
lead  as  it  appeared  to  me  from  the  news 
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wc  received  of  it  in  Ireland,  had  ruined 
the  liberties  6f  Athens  and  Rome,  and  that 
it  might  be  eafy  to  prove  it  from  hiilory. 
Soon  after  I went  to  London ; and,  in  a few 
weeks,  drew  tip  a difeourfe,  under  the  title 
of  The  Contejls  and  Dijffentions  of  the ; Nobles  and 
Cdmmons  in  Athens  and  Rome,  axnth  the  Confc- 
quences  they  had  upon  both  thofe  States . This 
difcoiirfe  I fent  very  privately  to  the  prefs, 
with  the  ftribteft  injundtiOns  to  conceal  the 
author,  and  returned  immediately  to  my 
refidence  in  Ireland.  The  book  was  greed- 
ily bought,  and  read  j and  charged  fome 
time  upon  my  Lord  Sommers,  and  iome 
time  upon  the  Biihop  of  Salifbury ; the  lat- 
tef  of  whoni  told  me  afterwards,  that  he 
was  forced  to  difown  it  in  a very  public 
manner,  for  fear  of  an  impeachment, 
wherewith  he  Was  threatened  *. 

Returning  next  year  for  England,  and 
hearing  of  the  great  approbation  this  piece 
had  received,  (which  was  the  firft  I ever 
.fainted  f)  I muft  confefs,  the  vanity  of  a 

young 

• Vide  Swift’s  Eflay  upon  the  Life,  Writings,  and  Charafler 
of  Dr.  Jonathan  Swift,  chap.  vi.  p m.  where  there  is  a 
droll,  pleafant  dialogue,  between  Dr.  Swift  and  Biihop  Sheri, 
dan,  relating  to  this  famous  'I'raft. 

+ Meaning  the  firft  political  piece  he  had  ever  printed  t 
otberwife  it  is  not  true.  For,  the  Tale  of  a Tub,  and  the 
Battle  of  the  Books,  were  primed  in  or  about  the  year  1697. 

Or, 
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young  man  prevailed  with  me,  to  let  my- 
felf be  known  for  the  author : Upon  which 
my  Lords  Sommers  and  Hallifax,  as  well 
as  the  Bilhop  above  mentioned,  defired  my 
acquaintance,  with  great  marks  of  efteem. 
and  profeffions  of  kindnefs : Not  to  men- 
tion the  Earl  of  Sunderland,  who  had  been 
of  my  old  acquaintance.  They  lamented 
that  they  were  not  aide  to  ferve  me  fince 
the  death  of  the  King,  and  were  very  libe- 
ral in  promiling  me  the  greatefl  prefer- 
ments I could  hope  for,  if  ever  it  came 
in  their  power.  I foon  grew  domeftic  with 
Lord  Hallifax,  and  was  as  often  with  Lord 
Sommers,  as  the  formality  of  his  nature 
(the  only  unconverfable  fault  he  had)  made 
it  agreeable  to  me. 

It  was  then  I began  to  trouble  myfelf 
with  the  difference  between  the  principles 
of  Whig  and  Tory  ; having  formerly  em- 
ployed myfelf  in  other,  and,  I think,  much 
better  fpeculations.  I talked  often  upon 
this  fubjedt  with  Lord  Sommers ; told  him, 
that,  having  been  long  converfant  with  the 
Greek  and  Roman  authors,  and  therefore 

Or,  perhaps.  Doctor  Swift,  having  not  thought  proper  to  ac- 
knowledge himfdf  the  author  of  thofe  pieces,  imagined  he 
had  a right  to  fay,  this  difcourfe  was  the  firft  he  had  ever 
printed  ; two  or  three  poems,  in  the  Athenian  Oracle,  which 
were  printed  when  he  was  a very  young  man,  being  not  worth 
bis  remembrance. 

a lover 
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a lover  of  liberty,  I found  myfelf  much  in- 
clined to  be  what  they  called  a 'Whig  in  po- 
litics ; and  that,  befides,  I thought  it  im- 
poffible,  upon  any  other  principle,  to  de- 
fend or  fubmit  to  the  Revolution : But,  as 
to  religion,  I confefled  myfelf  to  be  an 
High-churchman,  and  that  I did  not  con- 
ceive how  any  one,  who  wore  the  habit  of 
a clergyman,  could  be  otherwife : That  I 
had  obferved  very  well  with  what  infolence 
and  haughtinefs  fome  Lords  of  the  High- 
church  party  treated  not  only  their  own 
chaplains,  but  all  other  clergymen  what- 
foever,  and  thought  this  was  fufficiently 
recompenfed  by  their  profeflions  of  zeal 
to  the  church : That  I had  likewifg  obferv- 
ed how  the  Whig  Lords  took  a diredl  con- 
trary meafure,  treated  die  perfons  of  par- 
ticular clergymen  with  great  curtefy,  but 
ihewed  much  ill-will  and  contempt  for  the 
order  in  general : That  I knew  it  was  ne- 
cefiary  for  their  party,  to  make  their  bot- 
tom as  wide  as  they  could,  by  taking  all 
denominations  of  Proteftants  to  be  mem- 
bers of  their  body : That  I would  not  en- 
ter into  the  mutual  reproaches  made  by 
the  violent  men  on  either  fide ; but,  that 
the  connivance,  or  encouragement,  given 
by  die  Whigs  to  thofc  writers  of  pamph- 

lets. 
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lets,  v;ho  reflected  upon  the  whole  body 
of  the  clergy,  without  any  exception, 
would  unite  the  church,  as  one  man,  to 
oppofe  them : And,  that  I doubted  his  Lord- 
fhip’s  friends  did  not  confider  the  confe- 
quence  of  this.  My  Lord  Sommers,  in  ap- 
pearance, entered  very  warmly  into  the 
fame  opinion,  and  faid  very  much  of  the 
endeavours  he  had  often  ufed  to  redrefs 
that  evil  I complained  of.  This  his  Lord- 
jfhip,  as  well  as  my  Lord  Hallifax,  (to  whom 
I have  talked  in  the  fame  manner)  can 
very  well  remember : And  I have  indeed 
been  told  by  an  honourable  gentleman  of 
the  fame  party,  that  both  their  Lordlhips, 
about  the  time  of  Lord  Godolphin’s  remo- 
val, did  upon  occafion  call  to  mind  what  I 
had  faid  to  them  five  years  before. 

In  my  journeys  to  England  I continued 
upon  the  fame  foot  of  acquaintance  with 
the  two  Lords  laft  mentioned,  until  the 
time  of  Prince  George’s  death,  when  the 
Queen,  who,  as  is  before  related,  had  for 
fome  years  favoured  that  party,  now  made 
Lord  Sommers  Prefident  of  the  Council, 
and  the  Earl  of  Wharton  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land. Being  then  in  London,  I received 
letters  from  fome  Bilhops  of  Ireland,  to  fol- 
licit  the  Earl  of  Wharton  about  the  remit- 
tal 


Digitized  by  Googld 


s8  Memoir*  relating  to  the  Change 

tal  of  the  fkfffruits  and  tenths  to  the  cler- 
gy there,  which  the  Queen  had  long  pro- 
mifed,  and  wherein  I had  been  employed 
before,  with  fome  hopes  of  fuccefs  from 
the  Earl  of  Godolphin.  It  was  the  firfl: 
time  I ever  was  in  company  with  the  Earl 
of  Wharton ; he  received  me  with  fuffici- 
ent  coldnefs,  and  anfwered  the  requefl  I 
made  in  behalf  of  the  clergy  with  very 
poor  and  lame  excufes,  which  amounted 
to  a refufal.  I complained  of  this  ufage 
to  Lord  Sommers,  who  would  needs  bring 
us  together  to  his  houfe,  and  prefent  me 
to  him  ; where  he  received  me  as  drily 
as  before. 

It  was  every  body’s  opinion,  that  the  Earl 
of  Wharton  would  endeavour,  when  he 
went  to  Ireland,  to  take  off  theTeft,  as  a 
ftep  to  have  it  taken  off  here : Upon  which 
I drew  up  and  printed  a pamphlet,  by  way 
of  a letter  from  a member  of  parliament 
here,  fhewing  the  danger  to  the  church 
by  fuch  an  intent.  Although  I took  all 
care  to  be  private,  yet  the  Lieutenant’s 
chaplain,  and  fome  others,  gueffcd  me  to 
be  the  author,  and  told  his  Excellency 
their  fufpicions  ; whereupon  I faw  him  no 
more  until  I went  to  Ireland.  At  my  tak- 
ing leave  of  Lord  Sommers,  he  defired  I 
* would 
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Would  caiyry  a fetter  from  him  tp  die  Earl 
of  Wharton,  which  1 absolutely  refufed; 
yet  he  ordered  it  to  be  left  mmf  lodgings,. 
I ftaid  fume  riK>n*h$  in.  Lefeeflerihire ; wdnt 
to  Ireland  i and,  immediately  upon:  my 
landing,  retired  :to  nay  conaintry-parilh, 
without:  feeing  .the  Lieutcfiiant,  or  any 
other,  perftm ; refolving  to  fend  him  Lord 
Sommers’s  letter  by  the  poft.  :But,  being 
palled  up  to  town,  by  the  inceSaat  entrea* 
ties  i&f'jffiy  friends,.  I went  arid  delivered 
my  letter,  arid  immediately  withdrew. 
During  the  greateft  piart  of  his  govern- 
ment, 1 lived  in  the  country,  law  the  lieu- 
tenant very  feldoffi  when  I cirae  to  town, 
nor  ever  entered  into  the  lead  degree  of  con* 
fidence  with  him,  or  his  friends,  except  his 
fecretary  Mr.  Addifon,  who  had  been  my 
old  and  intimate  acquaintance. 

Upon  the  news  of  great  changes  here, 
he  afFe&ed  very  much  to  carefs  me,  which 
I underflood  well  enough  to  have  been  an 
old  pnferice  with  him,  in  order  to  render 
men  odious  to  the  church-party. 

I mentioned  thefe  infignilicant  particu- 
lars, as  it  will  be  eafily  judged,  for  fomc 
rcafons  that  are  purely  perfonal  to  myfelf; 
it  having  been  objected  by  feveral  of  thofe 
.poor  pamphleteers,  who  have  blotted  fo 

much 
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much  paper  to  fhew  their  malice  againffc 
me,  that  I was  a favourer  of  the  low- 
party.  Whereas  it  hath  been  manifeft  to 
all  men,  that,  during  the  higheft  domi- 
nion of  that  faction,  I had  publilhed  feve- 
yal  trails  in  oppolition  to  the  meafures 
then  taken : For  inftance,  A Project  for  the 
Reformation  of  Manners,  in  a letter  to  the 
Countefs  of  Berkeley ; The  Sentiments  of 
a Church-of-England  man ; an  Argument 
againfl:  abblifhing  Chriftianity ; and,  laftly, 
a Letter  to  a Member  of  Parliament  againft 
taking  off  die  Teft  in  Ireland,  which  I have 
already  mentioned  to  have  been  publilhed 
at  the  time  the  Earl  of  Wharton  was  fetting 
out  to  his,  government  of  that  kingdom. 
But  thofe  who  are  loud  and  violent  in 
coffee-houfes,  although  generally  they  do 
a caufe  more  hurt  than  good,  yet  will  fel- 
dom  allow  any  other  merit ; and  it  is  not 
to  fuch  as  thefe  that  I attempt  to  vindicate 
myfelf. 

About  the  end  of  Auguft  1 7 10, 1 went  for* 
England,  at  the  defire  and  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Archbilhops  and  Bifliops  of 
that  kingdom ; under  whofe  hands  I had 
a commiffion  to  folic ite,  in  conjunction 
with  two  Bifliops  who  were  then  in  Lon- 
don, the  firft-fruits  and  twentieths  to  the 

clergy. 


Digitized  by  Google 


in  the  *Que e M i.nistry,  31 

clergy,  which  had  been  many  years  folh 
cited  in  vain.  Upon  my  arrival  in  town, 
I found  the  two  Bifhops  were  gone  into 
the  country  ; whereupon  I got  myfelf  in- 
troduced to  Mr.  Harley,  who  was  then 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  a<5ted  as 
firfl  minifter.  He  received  me  with  great 
kindnefs  7 told  me,  that  he  and  his  friends 
had  long  expe6ted  my  arrival ; and,  upon 
lhewing  my  commiffion,  immediately  un- 
dertook to  perform  it,  which  he  accord- 
ingly did  in  lefs  than  three  weeks,  having 
fettled  it  at  five  meetings  with  the  Queen, 
according  to  a fchemc  I offered  him,  and 
got  me  the  Queen’s  promife  for  a further 
and  more  important  favour  to  the  clergy 
of  Ireland  which  the  Bifhops  there,  de- 
ceived by  mifinformation,  not  worth  men- 
tioning in  this  paper,  prevented  me  horn 
bringing  to  a good  iifue. 

When  the  affair  of  the  firfl-fruits  was 
fully  difpatched,  I returned  my  humble 
thanks  to  Mr.  Harley,  in  the  name  of  the 
clergy  of  Ireland,  and  of  my  own,  and 
.offered  to  take  my  leave,  as  intending  im- 
mediately to  return  to  that  kingdom.  Mr, 
Harley  told  me,  he  and  his  friends  knew 
very  well  what  ufeful  tilings  I had  written 
againft  the  principles  of  the  late  difcard- 
: 2 ed 
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ed  fa<ftion  ; and,  that  my  perfonal  efteem 
for  feveral  among  them,  would  not  make 
me  a favourer  of  their  caufe : That  there 
was  now  entirely  a new  fcene : That  the 
Queen  was  refolved  to  employ  none  but 
thofe  who  were  friends  to  the  conftitution 
of  church  and  fate  : That  their  great  dif- 
ficulty lay  in  the  want  of  fome  good  pen, 
to  keep  up  the  fpirit  raifed  in  tlie  people, 
to  aflert  the  principles,  and  juftify  die  pro- 
ceedings of  the  new  minifters.  * Upon  that 
fubjeft  he  fell  into  fome  perfonal  civilities,  'which 
•will  not  become  me  to  repeat.  He  added,  That 
this  province  was  in  the  hands  of  feveral 
perfons,  among  whom  fome  were  too  bu- 
fy,  and  others  too  idle  to  purfue  it ; and 
concluded,  diat  it  fhould  be  his  particular 
care,  to  eftablilh  me  here  in  England,  and 
Teprefent  me  to  the  Queen  as  a perfon  they 
could  not  be  without. 

I promifed  to  do  my  endeavours,  in  that 
way,  for  fome  few  months ; to  which  he 
replied,  He  expected  no  more;  and  that  he 
had  other  and  greater  occaiions  for  me. 

' Upon  the  rife  of  this  miniftry,  the  prin- 
cipal jperfons  in  power  thought  it  necefiary, 

* Tbefe  words  printed  in  Italicks  are  in  the  original  erafcd, 
.perhaps  to  avoid  the  imputation  of  vanity. 
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that  foitie  weekly  paper  fhould  be  publifh- 
ed,  With  juft  reflections  upon  former  pro- 
ceedings, and  defending  the  prefent  mea- 
fures  of  her  Majefty.  This  was  begun 
about  the  time  of  the  Lord  Godolphin’s 
removal,  under  the  name  of  the  Examiner* 
About  a dozen  of  thefe  papers,  written 
With  much  fpirit  and  fharpnefs,  fome  by 
Mr.  Secretary  St.  John,  fince  Lord  Boling- 
broke  ; others  by  Dr.  Atterbury,  fince  Bifhop 
Of  Rochefter;  and  others  again  by  Mr.  Pri- 
or, DoCtor  Freind,  See.  were  publifhed  with 
great  applaufe.  But  tliefe  gentlemen, 
grown  weary  of  the  work,  or  otherways 
employed,  the  determination  was,  that  I 
fhould  continue  it,  which  I did  accordingly 
about  eight  months.  But,  my  ftile  being 
foon  difeovered,  and  having  contracted  a 
great  number  of  enemies,  I let  it  fall  into 
other  hands,  Who  held  it  up  in  fome  man- 
ner until  her  Majefty’s  Death. 

It  was  Mr.  Harley’s  cUftom,  every  Satur- 
day, that  four  or  five  of  his  moll  intimate 
friends,  among  thofe  he  had  taken  in  upon 
the  great  change  made  at  court,  fhould 
dine  at  his  houfe ; and,  after  about  two 
months  acquaintance,  I had  the  honour 
always  to  be  one  of  the  number.  This 
company,  at  firft,  confifted  only  of  the  Lord- 
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keeper  Harcourt,  the  Earl  Rivers,  the  Earl 
of  Peterborow,  Mr,  Secretary  St.  John,  and 
myfelf:  And  here,  after  dinner,  they  ufed 
to  difeourfe,  and  fettle  matters  of  great 
importance.  Several  other  Lords  were  after- 
wards, by  degrees,  admitted ; as,  the  Dukes 
of  Ormond,  Shrcwfbury,  and  Argyle;  the 

„ Earls  of  A y,  Dartmouth,  and  P 1; 

the  Lord  B y,  &c.  Thefe  meetings  were 

always  continued,  except  when  the  Queen 
was  at  Wind  for ; but,  as  they  grew  more 
numerous,  became  of  Iefs  confequence; 
and  ended  only  in  drinking  and  general 
convcrlation;  of  which  I may,  perhaps, 
have  occafion  to  fpeak  hereafter. 

My  early  appearance  at  thefe  meetings, 
which  many  thought  to  be  of  greater  con- 
fequencc  than  really  they  were,  could  not 
he  concealed,  although  I ufed  all  my  en- 
deavours to  that  purpofe.  This  gave  the 
occafion  to  fome  great  men,  who  thought 
me  already  in  the  fecrct,  to  complain  to 
me  of  the  fufpicions  entertained  by  many 
of  our  friends  in  relation  to  Mr.  Harley, 
even  before  he  was  Lord  Treafurer;  fo 
early  were  fown  tliofe  feeds  of  difeontent, 
which  afterwards  grew  up  fo  high.  The 
caufe  of  their  complaint  was,  That  fo 
great  a number  of  the  adverfe  party  con- 
tinued 
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tinned  in  employment ; and  fome,  particu- 
larly the  Duke  of  Somerfet  and  Earl  of  Chol- 
mondely,  in  great  llations  at  court.  They 
could  not  believe  Mr.  Harley  was  in  ear- 
ned ; but,  that  he  defigned  to  conftitute  a 
motly  comprehenfive  adminidration,  which 
they  faid  the  kingdom  would  never  en- 
dure. I was  once  invited  to  a meeting  of 
fome  lords  and  gentlemen,  where  thefe 
grievances  were  at  large  related  to  me, 
with  an  earned  defire  that  I would  repre- 
sent them  in  the  mod  rcfpedtful  manner 
to  Mr.  Harley,  upon  a fuppofition  that  I 
was  in  high  credit  with  him.  I excuf- 
ed  myfelf  from  fuch  an  office  upon  the 
newnefs  of  my  acquaintance  with  Mr. 
Harley ; however,  I reprefented  the  matter 
fairly  to  him  ; againd  which  he  argued  a 
good  deal,  from  the  general  reafons  of  po- 
liticians ; the  neceffity  of  keeping  men  in 
hopes,  the  danger  of  difobliging  thofc 
who  mud  remain  unprovided  for,  and  the 
like  ufual  topicks  among  datefmen.  But, 
there  was  a Secret  in  this  matter  which, 
neither  I,  nor  indeed  any  of  his  mod  inti' 
mate  friends,  were  then  apprifed  of ; nei- 
ther did  he,  at  that  time,  enter  with  me 
further  than  to  affiire  me  very  folemnly, 
That  no  perfon  Should  have  the  fmalled 
D z employment, 
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employment,  either  civil  or  military,  whofe 
principles  were  not  firm  for  the  church 
and  monarchy. 

• However,  thefe  over-moderate  proceed- 
ings in  the  court  gave  rife  to  a party  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  which  appeared  under 
the  name  of  the  O&ober-club  ; a fantaftic 
appellation,  found  out  to  diftinguifh  a 
number  of  country  gentlemen,  and  their 
adherents,  who  profefied  in  die  greatefl 
degree  what  was  called  the  High-church 
principle.  They  grew  in  number  to  almoft 
a third  part  of  the  Houfe,  held  their  meet- 
ings at  certain  times  and  places,  and  there 
concerted  what  meafures  they  were  to 
take  in  parliament.  They  profefied  their 
jealoufy  of  the  court  and  miniltry;  declar- 
ed, upon  all  occafions,  their  defire  of  a 
more  general  change,  as  well  as  of  a ftri<5t 
enquiry  into  former  mifmanagement  ; 
and  feemed  to  expert,  that  thofe  in  power 
fhould  openly  avow  the  old  principles  in 
church  and  date.  I was  then  of  opinion, 
and  ftill  continue  fo,  that  if  diis  body  of 
men  could  have  remained  fome  time  unit- 
ed, they  would  have  put  the  crown  under 
a neceflity  of  acting  in  a more  Heady  and 
flrenuous  manner.  But  Mr.  Harley,  who 
beft  knew  the  difpofition  of  the  Queen, 
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was  forced  to  break  their  meafures ; which 
he  did  by  that  very  obvious  contrivance  of 
dividing  them  among  themfelves,  and 
rendering  them  jealous  of  each  other. 
The  minifters  gave  every  where  out,  that 
the  OCtober-club  were  their  friends,  and 
acted  by  their  directions ; to  confirm  which 
Mr.  Secretary  St.  John  and  Mr.  B — after- 
wards Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  pu- 
blicly dined  with  them  at  one  of  their 
meetings.  Thus  were  eluded  all  the  confe- 
quences  of  that  afiembly ; although  a rem> 
nant  of  rijem,  who  conceived  themfelves 
betrayed  by  the  reft,  did  afterwards  meet 
under  the  denomination  of  the  March- 
club,  but  without  any  effeCt. 

The  parliament,  which  then  rofe,  had 
been  chofen  without  any  endeavours  from 
the  court,  to  fecure  elections ; neither,  as  I 
remember,  were  any  of  the  lieutenancies 
changed  throughout  the  kingdom.  For, 
the  trial  of  DoCtor  Sacheverel  had  raifed,  or 
difcovered,  fuch  a fpirit  in  all  parts,  that 
the  minifters  could  very  fafely  leave  the 
electors  to  themfelves,  and  thereby  gain  a 
reputation  of  aCting  by  a free  parliament. 
\et  this  proceeding  was,  by  fome  refiners 
of  both  parties,  numbered  among  the 
drains  of  Mr.  Harley’s  politicks,  who  was 
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faid  to  avoid  an  over-great  majority,  which 
is  apt  to  be  unruly,  and  not  enough  under 
the  management  of  a miniftry.  But,  from 
the  fmall  experience  I have  of  courts,  I have 
ever  found  refinements  to  be  the  worft  fort 
of  all  conjectures ; and  from  this  one  oc- 
cafion  I take  leave  to  obferve,  That  of  fome 
hundreds  of  faCts,  for  the  real  truth  of 
which  I can  account,  I never  yet  knew  any 
refiner  to  be  once  in  the  right.  I have 
already  told,  that  the  true  reafon  why  the 
court  did  not  interpofe  in  matter  of  elec- 
tions, was  becaufe  they  thought:  them- 
felves  fure  of  a majority,  and  therefore 
could  acquire  reputation  at  a cheap  rate. 
Befides  it  afterwards  appeared  upon  fome 
exigencies,  which  the  court  had  much  at 
heart,  that  they  were  more  than  once  like 
to  fail  for  want  of  numbers.  Mr.  Harley, 
in  order  to  give  credit  to  his  adminiftration, 
refolved  upon  two  very  important  points ; 
firft,  to  fecure  the  unprovided  debts  of  the 
nation;  and,  fecondly,  to  put  an  end  to 
the  war.  Of  the  methods  he  took  to  com- 
pafs  both  thofe  ends,  I have  treated  at 
large  in  another  work : I lhall  only  obferve, 
that  while  he  was  preparing  to  open  to 
the  Houfc  of  Commons  his  fcheme  for 
fecuring  the  public  debts,  he  was  (tabbed 
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by  the  Marquis  de  Guifcard,  while  he  was 
fitting  in  the  Council-chamber  at  the  Cock- 
pit, with  a Committee  of  nine  or  ten  Lords 
of  the  cabinet,  met  on  purpofe  to  examine 
the  Marquis  upon  a difeovery  of  a treafon- 
able  correfpondence  he  held  with  France. 

This  fa6t  was  fo  uncommon  in  the  man- 
ner and  circumftances  of  it,  that  although 
it  be  pretty  well  known  at  the  time  I am 
now  writing,  by  a printed  account,  toward 
which  I fumilhed  the  author  with  fome 
materials,  yet  I thought  it  would  not  be 
proper  wholly  to  omit  it  here.  The  afiaffin 
was  feized,  by  Mr.  Harley’s  order,  upon 
the  eighth  of  March  1 7 1 0-1 1 ; and,  brought 
before  the  committee  of  Lords,  was  examin- 
ed about  his  correfponding  with  France: 
Upon  his  denial,  Mr.  Harley  produced  a 
. letter,  which  he  could  not  deny  to  be  his 
own  hand.  The  Marquis,  prepared  for 
mifehief,  had  conveyed  a penknife  into 
his  pocket,  while  the  meflenger  kept  him 
attending  in  one  of  the  offices  below. 
Upon  the  furprize  of  his  letter  appearing 
againft  him,  he  came  fuddenly  behind  Mr, 
Harley,  and  reaching  his  arm  round,  llab** 
bed  that  minifter  into  the  middle  of  the 
hreaft,  about  a quarter  of  an  inch  above  the 
fcirtilago  enjifonms ; the  penknife  linking 
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upon  the  bone,  and  otherwife  obftrudted  by 
a thick  embroidered  waiftcoat,  broke  fhort 
at  the  handle,  which  Guifcard  llill  grafped, 
and  redoubled  his  blow.  The  confufion 
upon  this  accident  is  eafier  conceived  than 
defcribed:  The  refult  was,  that  the  Mar- 
quis, whether  by  the  wounds  given  him 
by  fome  of  the  Lords,  or  the  bmifes  he 
received  from  the  meflbngers  while  they 
were  feizing  him,  or  the  neglect  of  his 
furgeon ; or,  that  being  unwilling  to  live, 
he  induftrioufly  concealed  one  of  his 
wounds ; he  died  in  a few  days  after.  But 
Mr.  Harley,  after  a long  illnefs,  and  fre- 
quent ill-fymptoms,  had  the  good  fortune 
to  recover. 

Qui/card  was  the  younger  brother  of  the 
Count  of  that  name,  a very  honourable  and 
worthy  perfon,  formerly  Governor  of  Na- 
mur. But  this  Marquis  was  a reproach  ta 
his  family,  proftitute  in  his  morals,  im- 
pious in  religion,  and  a traitor  to  his  Prince ; 
As  to  the  reft,  of  a very  poor  underftand- 
ing,  and  the  moft  tedious,  trifling  talker, 
I ever  converged  with.  He  was  grown 
needy  by  fquandering  upon  his  vices,  was 
become  contemptible  both  here  and  in 
Holland,  his  regiment  taken  from  him, 
fqic}  fiis,  penlion  retrenched!  the  defpair  of 
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which  firft  put  him  upon  his  French  cor- 
refpondfnce  } and  the  discovery  of  that 
drove  him  into  madnefs.  I had  known 
him  fome  years ; and,  meeting  him  upon 
the  Mall  a few'hours  before  his  examina- 
tion, I obfexved  to  a friend  then  with  me, 
that  I wondered  to  fee  Guifcard  pafs  fo 
often  by  without  taking  notice  of  me. 
But  although,  in  the  later  part  of  his  life, 
his  countenance  grew  cloudy  enough,- yet 
I confefs  | never  fufpe&ed  him  to,  be  i| 
man  of  refolution,  or  courage,  fufficient  to 
bear  him  out  in  fo  defperate  an  attempt.  • 
I have  fome  very  good  reafons  tp  know, 
that  the  firft  mifunderftanding  between 
Mr.  Harley  and.  Mr.  St.  John,  which  after- 
wards had  fuch  unhappy  confequences 
upon  the  publick  affairs,  took  it’s  rife 
during  the  time  that  the  former  lay  ill  of 
his  wounds,  and  his  recovery  doubtful. 
Mr.  St.  John  affected  tp  fay  in  feveral  com- 
panies, that  Guifcard  intended  the  blow 
againft  him ; which,  if  it  were  true,  the 
confequence  muft  be,  that  Mr.  St.  John 
had  all  the  merit,  while  Mr.  Harley  re- 
mained with  nothing  but  the  danger  and 
the  pain.  But,  I am  apt  to  think,  Mr. 
St.  John  was  either  miftaken,  or  mifin- 
formed:  However,  the  matter  was  thus 
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reprefented  in  the  weekly  paper  called  the 
Examiner,  which  Mr.  St.  John  perufed  be- 
fore it  was  printed,  but  made  no  alteration 
in  that  paflage. 

This  management  was  looked  upon,  at 
leaft,  as  a piece  of  youthful  indiferetion  in 
Mr. St. John;  and,  perhaps,  was  reprefented 
in  a worfe  view  to  Mr.  Harley : Neither  am 
I altogether  fure,  that  Mr.  St.  John  did  not 
entertain  fome  profpe<5t  of  fucceeding  as 
firft  minifter,  in  cafe  of  Mr.  Harley’s  death ; 
which,  during  his  illnefs,  was  frequently 
apprehended.  And,  I remember  very  well, 
that,  upon  vifiting  Mr.  Harley,  as  foon  as 
he  was  in  a condition  to  be  feen,  I 
found  feveral  of  his  neareft  relations  talk 
very  freely  of  fome  proceedings  of  Mr.  St. 
John;  enough  to  make  me  apprehend, 
that  their  friendlhip  would  not  be  of  any 
long  continuance. 

• Mr.  Harley,  foon  after  his  recovery,  was 
made  an  Earl,  and  Lord  Treafurer;  and 
Lord  Keeper,  a Baron. 
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Four  laft  Years  of  Queen  Anne’s  Reign. 

HAVING  written  the  following  Hif- 
tory  at  Windfor,  in  the  happy  reign 
of  her  Majefty  Queen  Anne,  of  ever  glo- 
rious, blelled  and  immortal  memory;  I 
refolved  to  publifh  it  for  the  fatisfadlion 
of  my  fellow  fubje&s  in  the  year  1713; 
but  being  under  a neceflity  of  going  to 
Ireland,  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  Deanry  of 
St.  Patrick’s,  Dublin ; I left  the  original  with 
the  minifters ; and  having  ftaid  in  that  king- 
dom not  above  a fortnight,  I found  at  my 
return,  that  my  Lord  Treafurer  Oxford,  and 
the  Secretary  my  Lord  Bolingbroke,  who 
were  then  unhappily  upon  very  ill  terms 
with  each  other,  could  not  agree  upon  pu- 
blifhing  it,  without  fome  alterations  which 
I would  not  fubmit  to.  Whereupon  I kept 
it  by  me  until  her  Majefty’s  death,  which 
Jiappened  about  a year  after. 

I have 
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I have  ever  lince  preferved  the  original 
very  fafely ; too  well  knowing  what  a turn 
the  world  would  take  upon  the  German. 
Family’s  fucceeding  to  the  crown ; which 
indeed  was  their  undoubted  right,  having 
been  eftablifhed  folemnly  by  the  a<5t  of  an 
undifputed  parliament,  brought  into  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Harley,  who 
was  then  fpeaker. 

But,  as  I have  faid  in  another  difeourfe, 
it  was  very  well  underftpod  fome  years  be- 
fore her  Majefty’s  death,  how  the  new  King 
would  act  immediately  upon  his  entrance 
in  the  choice  of  thofe , (and  thofe  alone) 
whom  he  refolved  to  trull ; and  confe- 
quently  what  reports  would  indulirioully 
be  raifed,  as  well  as  fpread,  to  expofe  the 
proceedings  of  her  Majefty  herfelf,  as  well 
as  of  her  fervants ; who  have  been  ever 
fince  blafted  as  enemies  to  the  prefent  efta- 
blilhment,  by  the  moft  ignorant  and  mali- 
cious among  mankind. 

, Therefore,  as  k was  my  lot  to  have  been 
daily  conversant  with  the  perfons  tlien  in 
power ; never  abfent  in  times  of  bulinefs 
or  converfation,  until  a few  weeks  before 
her  Majelly’s  death ; and  a witnefs  of  al- 
moft  every  Hep  they  made  in  die  courfe  of 
their  adminillrauon  \ \ mull  have  been 
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very  unfortunate  not  to  be  better  inform- 
ed than  thofe  miferable  pamphleteers,  or 
their  patrons,  could  pretend  to.  At  the 
fame  time,  I freely  confefs,  it  appeared 
neceftary  as  well  as  natural,  upon  fuch  a 
mighty  change  as  the  death  of  a fovereign, 
that  thofe  who  were  to  be  in  power  upon 
the  fucceflion,  and  refolved  to  a6t  in  every 
part  by  a direct  contrary  fyftem  of  politics, 
fhould  load  their  predeceflors  with  as  much 
infamy  as  the  moll  inveterate  malice  and 
envy  could  fuggeft,  or  the  mod:  ftupid  ig- 
norance and  credulity  in  their  underlings 
could  fwallow. 

Therefore,  as  I pretend  to  write  with  the 
utmoft  impartiality,  the  following  Hiftory 
of  the  four  laft  years  of  her  Majefty’s  reign, 
in  order  to  undeceive  prejudiced  perfons  at 
prefent,  as  well  as  pofterity  j I am  perfuad- 
ed  in  my  own  mind,  as  likewife  by  the  ad- 
vice of  my  oldeft  and  wifeft  friends,  that  I 
am  doing  my  duty  to  God  and  man  by  en- 
deavouring to  fet  future  ages  right  in  their 
judgment  of  that  happy  reign ; and,  as  a 
faithful  hiftorian,  I cannot  fuffer  falfe- 
hoods  to  run  on  any  longer,  not  only 
againft  all  appearance  of  truth  as  well  as 
probability,  but  even  againft  thofe  happy 
events,  which  owe  their  l’uccefs  to  the  very 
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meafures  then  fixed  in  the  general  peace/ 

The  materials  for  this  Hiftory,  befides 
what  I have  already  mentioned,  I mean  the 
confidence  repofed  in  me  for  thofe  four 
years,  by  the  chief  perfons  in  power,  were 
extracted  out  of  many  hundred  letters  writ- 
ten by  our  ambafiadors  abroad,  and  from 
the  anfwers  as  well  as  inftrudlions  fent 
them  by  our  fecretaries  of  ftate,  or  by  the 
firft  minifter  the  Earl  of  Oxford.  The  for- 
mer were  all  originals,  and  the  latter  co- 
pies entered  into  books  in  the  fecretaries 
office,  out  of  both  which  I collected  all  that 
I thought  convenient ; not  to  mention  feve- 
ral  memorials  given  me  by  the  miniflers 
at  home.  Further,  I was  a conflant  wit- 
nefs  and  obferver  of  all  that  palled,  and 
entered  every  particular  of  any  confe- 
quencc  upon  paper. 

I was  fo  far  from  having  any  obligation 
to  the  crown,  that,  on  the  contrary,  her  Ma- 
jefty  iffiicd  a proclamation,  offering  300 1. 
to  any  perfon  who  would  difcover  the  au- 
thor of  a certain  fhort  treatife  *,  which  the 
Queen  well  knew  to  have  been  written  by 
me.  I never  received  one  (hilling  from  the 
miniftei,  r any  other  prefent,  except  that 

* Public  Spirit  of  the  Whigs. 
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of  a few  books ; nor  did  I want  their  affift- 
ance  to  fupport  me.  I very  often  dined 
indeed  with  the  Treafurer  and  Secretary ; 
but,  in  thofe  days,  that  was  not  reckoned 
a bribe,  whatever  it  may  have  been  at  any 
time  iince.  I abfolutely  refufed  to  be 
chaplain  to  the  Lord  Treafurer  ; becaufe  I 
thought  it  would  ill  become  me  to  be  in  a 
hate  of  dependence. 

I fay  this  to  fliew,  that  I had  no  other 
bias  than  my  own  opinion  of  perfons  and 
affairs.  I preferved  feveral  of  the  oppofite 
party  in  their  employments,  who  were  per- 
ions  of  wit  and  learning,  particularly  Mr. 
Addifon  .and  ,Mr.  Congreve,  neither  of 
whom  were  ever  in  any  danger  from  die 
Treafurer,  who  much  efteemed  diem  bodi; 
and  by  his  Lordfliip’s  commands,  I brought 
the  latter  to  dine  with  him.  Mr.  Steele 
might  have  been  fafe  enough,  if  his  con- 
tinually repeated  indiferetions,  and  a zeal 
mingled  with  feurrilities,  had  not  forfeited 
all  tide  to  lenity. 

I know  very  well  the  numberlefs  preju- 
dices of  weak  and  deceived  people,  as  well 
as  the  malice  of  thofe,  who,  to  ferve  their 
own  interefl  or  ambition,  have  call  off  all 
religion,  morality,  juftice,  and  common  de 
cency.  However,  although  perhaps  I may 
4 not 
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not  be  believed  in  the  prefent  age,  yet  t 
hope  to  be  fo  in  the  next,  by  all  who  will 
bear  any  regard  for  the  honour  and  liberty 
of  England,  if  either  of  thefe  fhall  theii 
fubfift  or  not. 

I have  no  intereft  or  inclination  to  pal-* 
liate  the  miftakes,  of  omiflions,  or  want  of 
fteadinefs,  or  unhappy  mifunderftandings 
among  a few  of  thofe  who  then  prcfided 
in  affairs. 

Nothing  is  more  common  than  the  viru- 
lence of  fuperficial  and  ill-informed  wri- 
ters, againfl  the  conduct  of  thofe  who  arc 
now  called  Prime  Minifters : And,  fince  fac- 
tions appear  at  prefent  to  be  at  a greater 
height  than  in  any  former  times,  although, 
perhaps,  not  fo  equally  poifed  j it  may  pro- 
bably concern  thofe  who  are  now  in  their 
height,  if  they  have  any  regard  for  their 
own  memories  in  future  ages,  to  be  lefs 
warm  againfl  others  who  humbly  differ 
from  them  in  fome  flate-opinions*  Old 
perfons  remember  at  leaf!  by  tradition,  the 
horrible  prejudices  that  prevailed  againfl 
the  firfl  Earl  of  Clarendon,  whofe  charac- 
ter, as  it  now  Hands,  might  be  a pattern 
for  all  minifters ; although  even  Bifhop 
Burnet  of  Sarum,  whofe  principles,  vera- 
city, and  manner  of  writing,  arc  fo  little 
H efteemed 


Digitized  by  Google 


Four  last  Y e a ft.  s of  A ri  N t.  49 

elleemed  upon  many  accounts,  hath  been 
at  the  pains  to  vindicate  him. 

Upon  that  irreparable  breach  between 
the  Treafurer  and  Secretary  Bolingbrokc, 
after  my  litmoft  endeavours,  for  above 
two  years,  to  reconcile  them  ; I retired 
to  a friend  in  Berklhire,  where  I Itaid  un- 
til her  Majcfty’s  death;  and  then  imme- 
diately returned  to  my  llation  in  Dublirtj 
where  I continued  about  twelve  years  with- 
out once  feeing  England.  I there  often  re- 
viewed the  following  Memoirs  ; neither 
changing  nor  adding,  further  than  by  cor- 
recting the  flyle : And,  if  I have  been  guil- 
ty of  any  miltakes,  they  mult  be  of  fmall 
moment ; for  it  was  hardly  poffible  I could 
be  wrong  informed,  with  all  the  advanta- 
ges I have  already  mentioned. 

I lhall  not  be  very  uneafy  under  the  ob- 
loquy that  may,  perhaps,  be  call  upon  me 
by  the  violent  leaders  and  followers  of  the 
prefent  prevailing  party.  And,  yet,  I can- 
not find  the  lealt  inconfiltence  with  confci- 
ence  or  honour,  upon  the  death  of  fo  ex- 
cellent a Princefs  as  her  late  Majclly,  for 
a wife  and  good  man  to  fubmit,  with  a true 
and  loyal  heart,  to  her  lawful  Proteflant 
fuccefior ; whofe  hereditary  title  was  con- 
firmed by  the  Queen  and  both  houfes  of 
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parliament,  with  the  greated  unanimity, 
after  it  had  been  made  an  article  in  the 
treaty,  that  every  prince  in  our  alliance 
Ihould  be  a guarantee  of  that  fucceflion. 
Nay,  I will  venture  to  go  one  Hep  farther ; 
that,  if  the  negotiators  of  that  peace  had 
been  chofen  out  of  the  mod  profefied  zea- 
lots for  the  intereds  of  the  Hanover  family, 
they  could  not  have  bound  up  the  French 
king,  or  the  Hollanders,  more  dridtly  than 
the  Queen’s  plenipotentiaries  did  in  con- 
firming the  prefent  fucceflion  ; which  was 
in  them  fo  much  a greater  mark  of  virtue 
and  loyalty,  becaufe  they  perfectly  well 
knew,  that  they  fhould  never  receive  the 
lead  mark  of  favour,  when  the  fucceflion 
liad  taken  place. 


A N 

ENQUIRY 

Into  the  BEHAVIOUR  of  the 

QUEEN’S  last  ministry, 

With  Relation  to  their 

Quarrels  among  themfelves,  and  the 
Defign  charged  upon  them  of  altering 
the  Succeilion  of  the  Crown. 

June  m dcc  xv. 

SINCE  the  death  of  the  Queen,  it  was 
reafonable  enough  for  me  to  conclude 
that  I had  done  with  all  public  affairs 
and  fpeculations : Befides,  the  fcene  and 
ftation  I am  in  have  reduced  my  thoughts 
into  a narrow  compafs:  And  being  wholly 
excluded  from  any  view  of  favour  under 
the  prefent  adminiftration,  upon  that  in- 
vincible rcafon  of  having  been  in  fome 
degree  of  truft  and  confidence  with  the 
former;  I have  not  found  the  tranfition 
very  difficult  into  a private  life,  for  which 
I am  better  qualified  both  by  nature  and 
education. 

The  reading  and  enquiring  after  news 
not  being  one  of  my  diverfions,  having  al- 
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ways  did  iked  a mixed  and  general  converfa- 
tion,  which,  however  it  fell  to  my  lot,  is 
now  in  my  power  to  avoid ; and  being  pla- 
ced by  the  duties  of  my  function  at  a great 
diftance  from  the  feat  of  bufmefs ; I am  al- 
together ignorant  of  many  common  events 
which  happen  in  the  world:  Only,  from 
the  little  I know  and  hear,  it  is  manifeft 
that  the  hearts  of  mod  men  are  filled  with 
doubts,  fears,  and  jealoufies,  or  elfe  with 
hatred  and  rage,  to  a degree  that  there 
feems  to  be  an  end  of  all  amicable  com- 
merce between  people  of  different  parties ; 
and  what  the  confequences  of  this  may 
be,  let  thofe  confider  who  have  contri- 
buted to  the  caufes ; which,  I thank  God, 
is  no  concern  of  mine. 

There  are  two  points,  with  reference  to 
the  conduct  of  the  late  Miniftry,  much 
infilled  on,  and  little  underflood  by  thofe 
who  write  or  talk  upon  that  fubjedt; 
wherein  I am  fufficiently  qtialified  to  give 
fatisfaclion  •,  and  would  gladly  do  it,  be- 
caufe  I fee  very  much  weight  laid  upon 
each,  and  moll  mens  opinions  of  perfons 
and  things  regulated  accordingly. 

About  two  months  before  the  Queen’s 
death,  having  loft  all  hopes  of  any  recon- 
cilement between  the  Trcafurer  and  the  reft 
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of  the  miniftry ; I retired  into  the  country, 
to  await  the  iftite  of  that  conflict,  which 
ended,  as  every  one  had  reafon  to  forefee, 
in  the  Earl  of  Oxford’s  difgrace  ; tc  whom 
the  Lord  Bolingbroke  immediately  fuc- 
ceedcd  as  firft  minifter:  And  I was  told, 
that  an  Earldom  and  the  Garter  were  in- 
tended for  him  in  a fortnight,  and  the 
Treafurer’s  ftaff  againft  the  next  feflion  of 
parliament;  of  which  I can  fay  nothing 
certain,  being  then  in  Berkfhirc,  and  receiv- 
ing this  account  from  fomc  of  his  friends ; 
but  all  thefe  fchemes  became  foon  abortive, 
by  the  death  of  the  Queen,  which  hap- 
pened in  three  days  after  die  Earl  of  Ox- 
ford’s removal. 

Upon  this  great  event,  I took  the  firft 
opportunity  of  withdrawing  to  my  place 
of  refidence ; and  rejoiced  as  much  as  any 
man  for  his  Majefty’s  quiet  accefiion  to 
the  throne,  to  which  I then  thought,  and 
it  has  fince  appeared  indifputable,  that  the 
peace  procured  by  the  late  miniftry  had, 
among  other  good  effects,  been  highly  in- 
ftrumcntal.  And,  I thank  God,  I have 
been  ever  fince  a loyal  humble  fpeeftator, 
during  all  the  changes  that  have  hap-.  a 

pened,  although  it  were  no  fecret  to  any 
man  of  common  lagacity,  that  his  prefent 
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Majefly’s  choice  of  his  fervants,  whenever 
he  fhould  happen  to  fucceed,  would  be  de- 
termined to  tliofe  who  mod  oppofed  the 
proceedings  during  the  four  lad  years  of 
his  Predecedor’s  reign : And,  I think,  there 
hath  not  fince  happened  one  particular  of 
any  moment,  which  the  miniders  did  not 
often  mention  at  their  tables,  as  what  they 
certainly  expected,  from  the  difpodtions  of 
the  court  at  Hanover  in  conjunction  with 
the  party  at  home,  which,  upon  all  oc ca- 
tions, publicly  difapproved  their  proceed- 
ings, excepting  only  the  attainder  of  the 
Duke  of  Ormond  ; which,  indeed,  neither 
they  nor  I,  nor,  I believe,  any  one  perfon 
in  the  three  kingdoms,  did  ever  pretend 
to  forefee ; and,  now  it  is  done,  it  looks 
like  a dream  to  thofe,  who  will  confidcr 
the  noblencfs  of  his  birth,  the  great  me- 
rits of  his  anccdors,  and  his  own  ; his  long 
unfpotted  loyalty,  his  affability,  genero- 
dty,  and  fvveetnefs  of  nature.  I knew  him 
long  and  well,  and,  excepting  the  frailties 
of  his  youth,  which  had  been  for  fome 
years  over,  and  that  eafinefs  of  temper, 
which  did  fometimes  lead  him  to  follow 
the  judgment  of  tliofe  who  had,  by  many 
degrees,  lefs  underftanding  than  himfelf ; 
1 have  not  converfed  with  a more  faultlef$ 
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perfon ; of  great  juftice  and  charity ; a 
true  fenfe  of  religion,  without  oftentation ; 
of  undoubted  valour,  thoroughly  (killed 
in  his  trade  of  a foldier;  a quick  and  ready 
apprehenfion,  with  a good  lhare  of  un- 
derltanding,  and  a general  knowledge  in 
men  and  hillory,  although  under  fome 
difadvantage  by  an  invincible  modefty, 
which  however  could  not  but  render  him 
yet  more  amiable  to  thofe  who  had  the 
honour  and  liappinefs  of  being  tho- 
roughly acquainted  with  him.  This  is  a 
fliort  imperfect  character  of  that  great 
perfon  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  who  is  now 
attainted  for  high  treafon ; and,  there- 
fore, I (hall  not  prefume  to  offer  one 
lyllable  in  his  vindication,  upon  that 
head,  againft  the  decifion  of  a parliament. 
Yet  this,  I think,  may  be  allowed  me  to 
believe,  or  at  lead  to  hope,  that  when,  by 
the  direct  and  repeated  commands  of  the 
Queen,  his  Miftrefs,  he  committed  thofe 
faults  for  which  he  hath  now  forfeited  his 
country,  his  titles,  and  his  fortune  ; he  no 
more  conceived  himfelf  to  be  a&ing  high- 
treafon,  than  he  did  when  he  was  wound- 
ed and  a prifoner  at  London,  for  his  fove- 
reign  King  William,  or  when  he  took  and 
burned  the  enemy’s  fleet  at  Vigo. 
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Upon  this  occafion,  although  I am  fen- 
fible  it  is  an  old  precept  of  wifdom  to  ad- 
mire at  nothing  in  human  life,  yet  I conJfi- 
der,  at  the  fame  time,  how  eafily  fome  men 
arrive  to  the  pradt'ce  of  this  maum,  by  the 
lielp  of  plain  ltupidity  or  ill-nature,  without 
any  drain  of  philoiophy;  and,  although  the 
uncertainty  of  human  things  be  one  of 
the  mod  ob/ious  reflections  in  morality; 
yet,  fuch  unexpected,  fudden,  and  fignal 
inftances  of  it,  as  have  lately  happened 
among  us,  are  fo  much  out  of  the  ufual 
form,  that  a wife  man  may,  perhaps,  be 
allowed  to  ftart  and  look  afide,  as  at  a 
fudd  n a id  violent  cl  ip  of  thunder,  which 
is  much  more  frequent,  and  more  natural. 

And  here  I cannot  but  lament  my  own 
particular  misfortune ; who,  having  Angled 
out  three  perfons  from  among  the  reft  of 
mankind,  on  whofe  friendship  and  pro- 
tection I might  depend;  whofe  converfa- 
tion  I mod  valued,  and  chiefly  confined  mv- 
felf  to ; fhould  live  to  fee  them  all,  within 
the  compafs  of  a year,  accufed  of  high- 
treafon ; two  of  them  attainted  and  in  exile, 
and  the  third  under  his  trial,  whereof  God 
knows  what  may  be  the  ifliie.  As  my 
own  heart  was  free  from  all  trcafonable 
thoughts,  fo  1 did  little  imagine  myfclf 
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to  be  perpetually  in  the  company  of  traitors,  . 
But  the  fafhion  of  this  world  fajjeth  away. 
Having  already  faid  fometliing  of'  the 
Duke  of  Ormond,  I jfhall  add  a little  to-' 
wards  the  characters  of  the  other  two.  It 

T * 

happens  to  very  few  men,  in  any  age  or 
country,  to  come  into  the  world  with  fo 
many  advantages  of  nature  and  fortune, 
as  the  late  Secretary  Bolingbroke:  Descend- 
ed from  the  beft  families  in  England,  heir 
to  a great  patrimonial  eftate,  of  a found  con- 
stitution, and  a moil  graceful,  amiable  per- 
fon  : But  all  thefe,  had  they  been  of  equal 
value,  were  infinitely  below,  in  degree,  to 
the  accomplishments  of  his  mind,  which 
was  adorned  with  the  choiceil  gifts  that  God 
hath  yet  thought  fit  to  bellow  upon  the 
children  of  men ; a llrong  memory,  a clear 
judgment,  a vail  range  of  Avit  and  fancy, 
a thorough  comprehension,  an  invincible 
eloquence,  with  a moil  agreeable  elocu- 
tion. He  had  well  cultivated  all  thefe 
talents  by  travel  and  iludy,  the  latter  of 
which  he  Seldom  omitted,  even  in  the 
midft  of  his  pleafures,  of  which  he  had 
indeed  been  too  great  and  criminal  a 
purfuer : For,  although  he  was  perfuaded 
to  leave  off  intemperance  in  wine,  which 
he  did  for  Some  time  to  fuch  a degree  that 
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he  feemed  rather  abftemious  ; yet  he  was 

1 ' 

faid  to  allow  himfelf  other  liberties,  which 
can  by  no  means  be  reconciled  to  religion 
or  morals ; whereof,  I have  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, he  began  to  be  fenfible.  But  he  was 
fond  of  mixing  pleafure  and  bufmefs,  and 
of  being  efteemed  excellent  at  both ; upon 
which  account  he  had  a great  refpeCt  for 
the  characters  of  Alcibiades  and  Petronius, 
efpecially  the  latter,  whom  he  would  glad- 
ly be  thought  to  refemble.  His  detractors 
charged  him  with  fome  degree  of  affecta- 
tion, and,  perhaps,  not  altogether  without 
grounds;  fince  it  was  hardly  poffible  for 
a young  man,  with  half  the  bufmefs  of  the 
nation  upon  him,  and  the  applaufe  of  the 
whole,  to  efcape  fome  tinCturc  of  that  in- 
firmity, He  had  been  early  bred  to  buii- 
nefs,  was  a mofl  artful  negotiator,  ■ and 
perfectly  underltood  foreign  affairs.  But 
what  I have  often  wondered  at  in  a man 
of  his  temper,  was  his  prodigious  applica- 
tion, whenever  he  thought  it  neceflary  ; 
for  he  would  plod  whole  days  and  nights, 
like  the  loweft  clerk  in  an  office.  His 
talent  of  fpeaking  in  public,  for  which  he 
was  fo  very  much  celebrated,  I know 
nothing  of,  except  from  the  informations 
of  ethers  ; but  underftanding  men,  of  both 
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parties,  have  allured  me,  that,  in  this  point, 
in  their  memory  and  judgment,  he  was 
never  equalled. 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  is  a perfon  of  as 
much  virtue,  as  can  poffibly  confift  with 
the  love  of  power ; and  his  love  of  power 
is  no  greater  than  what  is  common  to 
men  of  his  fuperior  capacities ; neither  did 
any  man  ever  appear  to  value  it  lefs,  after 
he  had  obtained  it,  or  exert  it  with  more 
moderation.  He  is  the  only  inltance  that 
ever  fell  within  my  memory,  or  observa- 
tion, of  a perfon  palling  from  a private  ' 
life,  through  the  Several  Itages  of  great- 
nefs,  without  any  perceivable  impreflion 
upon  his  temper  or  behaviour.  As  his  own 
birth  was  illuftrious,  being  descended  from 
the  heirs-general  of  the  Veres  and  the 
Mortimers,  fo  he  feemed  to  value  that  ac-  , 
cidental  advantage  in  himfelf,  and  others, 
more  than  it  could  pretend  to  deferve. 
He  abounded  in  good-nature,  and-good  * 
humour  ; although  fubjcft  to  padion,  as  I 
have  heard  it  affirmed  by  others,  and  own- 
ed by  himfelf ; which,  however,  he  kept 
under  the  ftri&eft  government,  till  towards 
the  end  of  his  miniftry,  when  he  began  to 
grow  foured,  and  to  fufpedl  his  friends  ; 
and,  perhaps,  thought  it  not  worth  his 
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pains  to  manage  any  longer.  He  was  a 
great  favourer  of  men  of  wit  and  learning, 
particularly  the  former,  whom  lie  carefled 
without  didinction  of  party,  and  could  not 
endure  to  think  that  any  of  them  fhould 
be  his  enemies  ; and  it  was  his  good  for- 
tune that  none  of  them  ever  appeared  to  be 
fo ; at  lead;,  if  one  may  judge  by  the  libels 
and  pamphlets  publilhed  againll  him, 
which  he  frequently  read,  by  way  of 
amufement,  with  a mod  unaffected  indif_ 
ference : Neither  do  I remember  ever  to 
hg.ve  endangered  his  good  opinion  fo 
much,  as  by  appearing  uncafy  when  the 
dealers  in  that  kind  of  writing  fird  began 
to  pour  out  their  feurrilities  againd  me  ; 
which,  he  thought,  was  a weaknefs  alto- 
gether inexcufable  in  a man  of  virtue  and 
liberal  education.  He  had  the  greated  va- 
riety of  knowledge  that  I have  any  where 
met ; was  a perfect  mader  of  the  learned 
languages,  and  well  fkillcd  in  divinity. 
He  had  a prodigious  memory,  and  a mod 
cxa£t  judgment.  In  drawing  up  any  date- 
paper,  no  man  had  more  proper  thoughts, 
or  put  them  in  fo  drong  and  clear  a light. 
Although  his  dile  were  not  always  correct, 
which,  however,  he  knew  how  to  mend ; 
yet,  often,  to  fave  time,  he  would  leave 
9 the 
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the  fmaller  alterations  to  others.  I have 
heard  that  he  fpoke  but  feldom  in  parli- 
ament, and  then  rather  with  art  than  elo- 
quence : But  no  man  equalled  him  in  the 
knowledge  of  our  conftitution ; the  re- 
putation whereof  made  him  be  chofen 
fpeaker  to  three  fucceffive  parliaments  j 
which  office  I have  often  heard  his  ene- 
mies allow  him  to  have  executed  with 
univerfal  applaufe : His  fagacity  was  fuch, 
that  I could  produce  very  amazing  inftan- 
ces  of  it,  if  they  were  not  unfeafonable. 
In  all  difficulties,  he  immediately  found 
the  true  point  that  was  to  be  purfued,  and 
adhered  to  it : And  one  or  two  others  in 
the  miniftry  have  confefled  very  often  to 
me,  that,  after  having  condemned  his  opi- 
nion, they  found  him  in  the  right,  and 
themfelves  in  the  wrong.  He  was  utterly 
a flranger  to  fear ; and,  confcquently,  had 
a prefence  of  mind  upon  all  emergencies. 
His  liberality,  and  contempt  of  money, 
were  fuch,  that  he  almofl  ruined  his  eftate 
while  he  was  in  employment ; yet  his  ava- 
rice for  the  public  was  fo  great,  that  it 
neither  confided  with  the  prefent  corrup- 
tions of  the  age,  nor  the  circumftances  of, 
the  time.  He  was  feldom  millaken  in  his 
judgment  of  men,  and  therefore  not  apt 
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to  change  a good  or  ill  opinion  by  the  re- 
prefentation  of  others  ; except  toward  the 
end  of  his  miniftry.  He  Was  affable  and 
courteous,  extremely  eafy  and  agreeable 
in  converfation,  and  altogether  difenga- 
ged;  regular  in  his  life,  with  great  ap- 
pearance of  piety } nor  ever  guilty  of  any* 
expreffions  that  could  poffibly  tend  to 
whit  was  indecent  or  prophane.  His  im- 
perfedtidns  were,  at  leafl,  as  obvious,  al- 
though not  fo  numerous  as  his  virtues. 
He  had  an  air  of  fecrecy  in  his  manner 
and  countenance,  by  no  means  proper  for 
a great  minifter,  becaufe  it  warns  all  men 
to  prepare  againfl  it.  He  often  gave  no 
anfwer  at  all,  and  very  feldom  a diredt 
one : And  I the  rather  blame  this  referv- 
ednefs  of  temper,  becaufe  I have  known 
a very  different  practice  fucceed  much 
better : of  which,  among  others,  the  late 
Earl  of  Sunderland,  and  the  prefent  Lord 
Sommers,  perfons  of  great  abilities,  are 
remarkable  inftances ; who  ufed  to  talk 
in  fo  frank  a manner,  that  they  feemed  to 
difcover  the  bottom  of  their  hearts,  and, 
by  that  appearance  of  confidence,  would 
eafily  unlock  the  breafts  of  others.  But 
the  Earl  of  Oxford  pleads,  in  excufe  of  this 
charge,  that  he  hath  feldom  or  never  com- 
municated 
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municated  any  thing  which  was  of  im- 
portance to  be  concealed,  wherein  he  hath 
not  been  deceived  by  the  vanity,  treachery, 
or  indifcretion  of  thofe  he  difcovered  it  to. 
Another  of  his  imperfections,  univerfally 
known  and  complained  of,  was  procrafti- 
nation,  or  delay;  which  was,  doubtlefs, 
natural  to  him,  although  he  often  bore  the 
blame  without  the  guilt,  and  when  the  re- 
medy was  not  in  his  power ; for  never 
were  prince  and  minifter  better  matched 
than  his  Sovereign  and  he,  upon  that 
article : And,  therefore,  in  the  difpofal  of 
employments,  wherein  Ihe  Queen  was 
very  abfolute,  a year  would  often  pafs  be- 
fore they  could  come  to  a determination. 
I remember  he  was  likewife  heavily 
charged  with  the  common  court  vice,  of 
promifing  very  liberally,  and  feldom  per- 
forming ; of  wThich,  although  I cannot  al- 
together acquit  him,  yet,  I am  confident, 
his  intentions  were  generally  better  than 
his  difappointed  follieitors  would  believe. 
It  may  be  likewife  faid  of  him,  that  he 
certainly  did  not  value,  or  did  not  under- 
fland  the  art  of  acquiring  friends  ; having 
made  very  few  during  the  time  of  his 
power,  and  contracted  a great  number  of 
enemies.  Some  of  us  ufed  to  obferve,  that 
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thofe  whom  he  talked  well  of,  or  ftifFer* 
ed  to  be  often  near  him,  were  not  in  a 
flotation  of  much  advantage  ; and  that  his 
mentioning  others  with  contempt,  or  dif* 
like,  was  no  hindrance  at  all  to  their  pre- 
ferment. I have  dwelt  the  longer  upon 
this  great  man’s  character,  becaufe  I have 
obferved  it  fo  often  miftakcn  by  the  wife 
reafoners  of  both  parties  : Befides,  having 
had  the  honour,  for  almoft  four  years,  of 
a nearer  acquaintance  with  him  than  ufu- 
ally  happens  to  men  of  my  level,  and  this 
without  the  lead  mercenary  obligation  ; I 
thought  it  lay  in  my  power,  as  I am  fure  < 
it  is  in  my  will,  to  reprefent  him  to  the 
world  with  impartiality  and  truth. 

Having  often  conlidered  the  qualities 
and  difpofitions  of  thefe  two  miniflers, 
I am  at  a lofs  to  think  how  it  fhould  come 
to  pafs  that  men  of  exalted  abilities,  when 
they  are  called  to  public  affairs,  are  gene- 
rally drawn  into  inconveniencies  and  mif- 
fortunes,  which  others,  of  ordinary  talents, 
avoid ; whereof  there  appear  fo  many  ex- 
amples, both  antient  and  modern,  and  of 
our  own  as  well  as  other  countries.  I 
cannot  think  this  to  have  been  altogether 
the  effett  of  envy,  as  it  is  ufually  imput- 
ed in.  the  cafes  of  Themiflocles,  Ariftides; 
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Seipio,  and  others,  and  of  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
leigh, the  Earls  of  Clarendon  and  Strafford, 
here  in  England.  But  I look  upon  it,  that 
God,  intending  the  government  of  a na- 
tion in  the  feveral  branches  and  fubor* 
dinations  of  power,  hath  made  the  fcience 
of  governing  fufficiendy  Obvious  to  com- 
mon capacities ; otherwise  the  world  would 
be  left  in  a defolate  condition,  if  great  af- 
fairs did  always  require  a great  genius, 
whereof  the  moll  fruitful  age  will  hard- 
ly-produce  above  three  or  four  in  a nation, 
among  which,  princes,  who,  of  all  other 
mortals,  are  the  word  educated,  have 
twenty  millions  to  one  againft  them  that 
they  {hall  not  be  of  the  number ; and  pro* 
portionable  odds,  for  the  fame  reafons,  are 
againft  every  one  of  noble  birth,  Or  great 
eftates.  Accordingly  we  find,  that  the  dub 
left  nations,  antient  and  modem,  have  not 
wanted  good  rules  of  policy,  or  perfons 
qualified  for  adminiftration.  But  I take 
the  infelicity  of  fuch  extraordinary  men 
to  have  been  caufed  by  their  negleft  of 
common  forms,  together  with  the  con- 
tempt of  little  helps  and  little  hindrances  ,* 
which  is  made  by  Hobbes  the  definition 
of  Magnanimity  i And  this  contempt,  as 
it  certainly  difpleafes  the  people  in  gene- 
Voc.XV.  E . ral. 
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nil,  fO'ft  giveth  ofTenceto  all  With  >vhptn 
l'uch  minifters  hdve  to  deal : £017  I never 
yet  knew  a miniftet,  who  Was  not  eameft>: 
ly  defirous  to  have  it  thought;'  that  the  art: 
of  goVcrtlment  was  a moft  profound  fei- 
dnee  ; whereas  it  requires  aid  more,  irh 
reality,"  than  diligehce,  honefty,  and  a mo- 
derate fhare  of  plain  natural  fenfe.  And, 
therefore,  men  thus  qualified  may;  viery 
reafottably  and  jttftly,  think  that  the  bufi- 
nefs of  tlie  world  is  bell  brought  abohr 
by  regularity  and'  forms,  wherein  them-1  . 
felves  excel.  For  .1  have  frequently  ob- 
ferved  rfiore  caufes  of  difeontent  arife  from 
the  practice  of  fonie  refined  itiiniflers,.  to 
ad:  in  common  bufinefs,  • out  of  the  com- 
mon road,  than  from  all  the  ufual  topics 
of  difpteafure,  againfl  men  in  power.  It 
iS  the  fame  tiling  in  other  fcenfcs  of  lifej 
and  among  ail  ibciedcs  or  communities ; 
where,  no  men  are  better  trailed,  or  have 
more  fuccefs  in  bufinefs,  than  thofe  who* 
with  fome  honelly  and  a moderate  portion 
of  underfianding,  are  ftrid  obfervers  of 
time,  place,  and  method : And,  on  the 
contrary,  nothing  is  more  apt  to  expofe 
men  to  the  cenfure  and  obliquy  of  their 
colleagues,  and  the  public,  than  a con- 
tempt, or  negled  of  thefe  circumftanccs, 
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however  attended  with  a fuperior  genius, 
and  an  equal  defire  of  doing  good : Which 
hath  made  me  fometimes  fay,  to  a great 
perfon  of  this  latter  chara&er,  that  a fmall 
infulion  of  the  Alderman  was  neceflary  to 
thofe  who  are  employed  in  public  affairs. 
Upon  tliis  occafion,  I cannot  forget  a very 
trifling  instance : That  one  day  obferving 
the  fame  perfon  to  divide  a fheet  of  paper 
with  a penknife,  the  fharpnefs  of  the  in- 
ft  rumen  t occafioned,  it’s  moving  fb  irre- 
gularly and  crooked,  that  he  fpoiled  the 
whole  fheet ; whereupon  I advifed  him 
to  take  example  by  his  clerks,  who  per- 
formed that  operation  much  better  with 
a blunt  piece  of  ivory,  which,  directed  by 
a little  flrength  and  a Heady  hand,  never 
failed  to  go  right. 

But,  to  return  from  this  long  digreflion  * 
About  a fortnight  after  the  Queen’s  death, 
I came  to  my  place  of  refidence,  where  I was 
immediately  attacked  with  heat  enough  by 
fevcral  of  my  acquaintance  of  both  parties  ; 
and  foon  learned,  that  what  they  objefted 
was  the  general  fenfe  of  the  reft,  Thofe  of 
the  ehurch-fide  made  me  a thoufand  re- 
proaches upon  the  flownefs  and  inactivity 
of  my  friends,  upon  their  foolifh  quarrels 
With  each  other,  for  no  vifibie  eaufe,  and 
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thereby  facrificing  the  interefls  of  the 
church  and  kingdom  to  their  private 
piques.  And  that  they  had  neglected  to 
cultivate  the  favour  and  good-opinion  of 
the  court  at  Hanover.  But  the  weight  of 
thefe  gentlemens  difpleafure  fell  upon  the 
Earl  of  Oxford ; that  he  had  acted  a trim- 
ming pan,  was  never  thoroughly  in  the 
intereft  of  the  church,  but  held  feparate 
commerce  with  the  adverfe  party : That, 
either  from  his  negligence,  procraflinating 
nature,  or  fome  finifter  end,  he  had  let  flip 
many  opportunities  of  ftrengthening  the 
church’s  friends : That  he  undertook  more 
buflnefs  than  he  was  equal  to,  afFe&ed  a 
monopoly  of  power,  and  would  conceit 
nothing  with  the  reft  of  the  minifters. 
Many  fatts  were  likewife  mentioned, 
which  it  may  not  now  be  very  prudent 
to  repeat : I lhall  only  take  notice  of  one, 
relating  to  Ireland,  where  he  kept  four 
bifliopricks  undifpofed  of,  though  often 
and  moll  earneftly  prefled  to  have  them 
filled  ; by  which  omiflion  the  church- 
intereft  of  that  kingdom,  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  is  in  danger  of  being  irrecoverably 
loft. 

Thofe  who  difeourfed  with  me  after  this 
manner,  did,  at  the  lame  time,  utterly  re- 
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nounce  all  regard  for  the  Pretender ; and 
mentioned,  with  pleafure,  the  glorious 
opportunity,  then  in  his  Majefty’s  hands, 
of  putting  an  end  to  party-diftinttions  for 
the  time  to  come : And  the  only  appre- 
henfion  that  feemed  to  give  them  any  un- 
eafinefs  was,  left  the  zeal  of  the  party  in 
power  might  not,  perhaps,  reprefcnt  their 
loyalty  with  advantage. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  gainers  and  men 
in  hopes  by  the  Queen’s  death,  talked  with 
great  freedom  in  a very  different  ftile:  They' 
all  diredtly  afferted,  that  the  whole  late 
miniftry  were  fully  determined  to  bring 
in  the  Pretender,  although  they  would 
fometimes  a little  demur  upon  the  Earl  of 
Oxford  ; and,  by  a more  modem  amend- 
. ment,  they  charged  the  fame  accufation, 
without  any  referve,  upon  the  late  Queen 
herfelf.  That,  if  her  Majefty  had  died 
but  a month  later,  our  ruin  would  have 
been  inevitable.  But  in  that  juncture  it 
happened,  (to  ufe  their  own  term,  which 
I could  never  prevail  with  them  to  explain) 
things  twere  not  ripe.  That  this  accufation 
would,  in  a fhort  time,  infallibly  be  prov- 
ed  as  clear  as  the  fun  at  noon-day  to  all 
the  world : And  the  confequences  natu- 
rally following  from  thefe  pofitions  were, 
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that  the  leaders  ought  to  lofe  their  heads, 
and  all  their  abettors  be  utterly  flript  of 
power  and  favour. 

Thefe  being  the  fentinients  and  dif- 
courfes  of  both  parties,  tending  to  load 
the  late  miniftry  with  faults  of  a very 
different  nature  -y  it  may,  perhaps,  be  ei- 
ther of  fome  ufe  or  fatisfaclion  to  examine 
thofe  two  points ; that  is  to  fay,  firfl,  how 
far  thefe  mimftcrs  are  anfwerable  to  their 
friends  for  their  neglect,  mifmanagement, 
and  mutual  dilfentions;  and,  fecondly, 
with,  what  juflice  they  are  accufed,  by 
their  enemies,  for  endeavouring  to  alter 
the  fucceffion  of  the  crown  in  favour  of 
the  Pretender. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  I have  occaiionally 
done  this  already  in  two  feveral  Treatifes, 
of  which  the  one  is  an  hiftory,  and  the 
other  memoirs  of  particular  fa<5ts,  but 
neither  of  them  fit  to  fee  the  light,  at 
prefcnt ; becaufe  they  abound  with  cha- 
racters freely  drawn,  and  many  of  them 
not  very  amiable ; and,  therefore,  intended 
only  for  the  inflruCting  of  the  next  age,  and 
eflablifhing  the  reputation  of  thofe  who 
have  been  ufeful  to  their  country  in  the 
prefent.  At  the  fame  time,  I take  this  op- 
portunity of  affuring  thofe  who  may  hap- 
pen, 
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pen,  fome  years  hence,  to  read  the  hiftory 
I-;have  written,  that  the  blacked:  characters, 
to  be  met  with  in  it  .were  not  drawn  with 
the  lead  mixture  of  malice,  or  ill-will, 
but  merely  to  expofe  die  odioufhefs  of. 
vice.  For  I have  always  held  it  as  a max- 
im, that  ill  men  are  placed  beyond  the 
reach  of  an  hiftorian,  who  indeed  hath  it 
in  his  power  to  reward  virtue,  but  not  to 
punifli  vice:  Becaufe  I never  yet  faw  a* 
profligate  perfon,  who  feemed  to  have  the 
leaft  regard  in  what  manner  his  name 
ihould  be  tranfmitted  to  poflerity:  And  I 
know  a certain  * Lord,  not  long  fince  dead, 
who,  I am  very  confident,  would  not  have 
difpofed  of  one  Angle  fliilling  to  have  had 
it  in  his  choice,  whether  he  Ihould  be  rc- 
prefented  to  future  ages  as  an  At  tints  or  a 
Cat  aline. 

However,  being  firmly  refolved,  for  •very 
material  rcafons , to  avoid  giving  the  leaft 
offence  to  any  party  or  perfon  in  power  j 
I lhall  barely  let  down  fome  fadts  and  cir- 
cumftances,  during  the  four  laft  years  of 
Queen  Anne’s  reign,  which  at  prefent  are 
little  known  ; and  whereby  thofe  of  the 
church-party,  who  object  againft  die  un- 

* Earl  of  Wharton.  , 
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fteadinefs,  negledl,  and  want  of  concert 
in  the  late  miniftry,  may  better  account  for 
their  faults.  Moll  of  thofe  fadls  I can 
bear  witnefs  of  myfelf,  and  have  received 
the  reft  from  fufficient  authority. 

It  is  moft  certain,  that,  when  the  Queen 
firft  began  to  change  her  fervants,  it  was 
not  from  a diflike  of  things,  but  of  perfons, 
and  thofe  perfons  were  a very  fmall  num- 
ber. To  be  more  particular,  would  be  ince - 
dere  per  ignes.  It  was  the  ifliie  of  Dr.  Sache- 
verel’s  trial  that  encouraged  her  to  proceed 
fo  far ; and  feveral  of  the  low-church  party, 
knowing  that  her  difpleafure  went  no  fur- 
ther than  againft  one  Angle  family,  did  not 
appear  to  diflike  what  was  done ; of  which  I 
could  give  fome  * extraordinary  inftances. 
But  that  famous  trial  had  raifed  fuch  a fpirit 
in  the  nation,  againft  the  parliament,  that 
her  Majefty  thought  it  neceflary  to  diflolve 
them,  which,  I am  confident,  Ihe  did  not  at 
firft  intend.  Upon  this  refolution,  deli- 
vered by  the  Queen,  at  council,  in  a more 
determinate  manner  than  was  ufual  with 
her;  as  I was  particularly  informed  by 
my  Lord  Sommers,  then  prcfident,  fome, 
who  were  willing  to  facrifice  one  or  two 

* Duke  of  Son*rfct, 
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perfons,  would  not  facrifice  their  caufe ; 
but  immediately  flew  off ; and  the  great 
officers  of  the  court  and  kingdom  began 
to  refign  their  employments,  which  the 
Queen  fuffered  moft  of  them  to  do  with 
the  utmoft  regret,  and  which  thofe  who 
knew  her  bell  thought  to  be  real,  efpecially 
Lord  Sommers  and  Lord  Cowper,  for  whom 
fhe  had  as  great  a perfonal  regard  and 
efteem,  as  her  nature  was  capable  of  ad- 
mitting, particularly  for  the  former.  The 
new  parliament  was  called  during  that 
ferment  in  the  nation,  and  a great  majo- 
rity of  the  church-party  was  returned, 
without  the  leaft  affiftance  from  the  court; 
whether  to  gain  a reputation  of  imparti- 
ality, where  they  were  fecure ; or,  as  Mr. 
Harley’s  detrattors  would  have  it,  (who 
was  then  minifter)  from  a refinement  of 
his  politics,  not  to  fufFer,  upon  the  account 
of  I know  not  what  wife  reafons,  too  great 
an  inequality  in  the  balance. 

When  the  parliament  met,  they  foon  be- 
gan to  difcover  more  zeal  than  the  Queen 
expedled  or  defired;  Ihe  had  entertained 
the  notion  of  forming  a moderate  or  com- 
prehenfive  fcheme,  which  fhe  maintained 
with  great  firmnefs,  nor  would  ever  de- 
part from,  until  about  half  a year  before 
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l>er  dentil:  But  tliis  neither  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  nor  the  kingdom  in  general 
'were  then  at  all  ijiclined  to  admit,  whatever 
they  may  have  been  in  any  juncture  fince; 
Several  country-members,  to  almoft  a third 
part  of  the  Houfe,  began  immediately  to 
form  themfelyes  into  a body,  under  a 
fautaftic  name  of  the  Oftober-club.  Thefe 
daily  preffed  the  miniftry  for  a thorough 
change  in  employments,  and  were  not  put 
off  without  jealoufy  and  difeontent.  I re- 
member it  was  then  commonly  underflood 
and  expected,  that,  when  the  feflion  ended, 
a general  removal  would  be  made : But  it 
happened  otherwife;  for  not  only  few  or 
none  were  turned  out,  but  much  deli- 
beration was  ui’ed  in  fupplying  common 
vacancies  by  death.  This  manner  of  pro- 
ceeding in  a prime  minifter,  I confefs,  ap- 
peared to  me  wholly  unacountable,  and 
without' example.;  and  I was  little  fatisfied 
with  the  folution  I had  heard,  and  partly 
knew  that  he  aCted  thus  to  keep  men  at 
liis  devotion,  by  letting  expectation  lie  ip 
common;  for  I found  the  effeCt  did  not 
anfwer,  and  that,  in  the  mean-time,  he  led 
fo  uneafy  a life,  by  folicitations  and  pur- 
suits, as  no  man  would  endure  who  had  a 
remedy  at  hand.  About  the  beginning  of 

his 
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his  miniftry,  I did,  at  the  requeft  of  feveraj 
confidcrable  perfons,  take  the  liberty  of  re*» 
prefcnting  this  paatter  to  him ; his  anfwer 
was  fhort  and  cold ; That  he  hoped  his 
friends  would  trull  him ; that  he  heartily 
wilhcd  none  but  thofe  who  loved  the  church 
and  Queen,  were  employed  ; but  that  all 
things  could  not  be  done  on  a fudden.  .1 
have  reafon  to  believe,  that  his  neareft  ac- 
quaintance were  then  wholly  at  a lofs  what 
to  think  of  his  conduct.  He  was  forced 
to  preferve  the  opinion  of  power,  without 
which  he  could  not  aft,  while,  in  reality, 
he  had  little  or  none;  and,  belides,  he 
thought  it  became  him  to  take  the  bur- 
then of  reproach  upon  himfelf,  rather 
than  lay  it  upon  die  Queen  his  Miftrefs* 
who  was  grown  very  politive,  flow,  and 
fufpicious ; and,  from  the  opinion  of  hav- 
ing been  formerly  too  much  direttcd , fell 
into  the  other  extreme,  and  became  diffi- 
cult to  be  advifed.  So  that  few  minifters 
had  ever,  perhaps,  a harder  game  to  play, 
between  the  jealoufy  and  difcontents  of 
his  friends,  on  one  fide,  and  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Queen’s  temper  on  the  other. 

There  could  hardly  be  a firmer  friend- 
ffiip,  in  appearance,  than  what  I obferved 
between  thofe  tlirec  great  men,  who 

were 
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Were  then  chiefly  trufted ; I mean  the  Lords 
Oxford,  Bolingbroke,  and  Harconrt.  I re- 
member, in  the  infancy  of  their  power, 
being  at  the  table  of  the  firft,  where  they 
were  all  met,  I could  not  forbear  taking 
notice  of  the  great  affection  they  bore  to 
each  other  •,  and  faid,  I would  venture  to  pro- 
phefy,  that  however  inconftant  our  court 
had  hitherto  been,  their  miniftry  would 
certainly  laft ; for  they  had  the  church,  the 
crown,  and  the  people  entirely  on  their 
fide.  Then  it  happened,  that  the  public 
good  and  their  private  intereft  had  the 
fame  bottom,  which  is  a piece  of  good 
fortune  that  doth  not  always  fall  to  the 
(hare  of  men  in  power:  But,  principally, 
becaufe  I obferved  they  heartily  loved  one 
another;  and  I did  not  fee  how  their  kind- 
nefs  could  be  difturbed  by  competition, 
fince  each  of  them  feemed  contented  with 
his  own  diftrieft:  So  that,  notwithflanding 
the  old  maxim,  which  pronounceth  court- 
fr iendlhips  to  be  of  no  long  duration,  I was 
confident  theirs  would  laft  as  long  as  their 
lives.  But,  it  feems,  the  inventor  of  that 
maxim  happened  to  be  a little  wifer  than 
I,  who  lived  to  fee  this  friendfliip  firft  de- 
generate into  indifference  and  fufpicion, 

and 
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and  thence  corrupt  into  the  greateft  ani-* 
mofity  and  hatred;  contrary  to  all  Appear- 
ances, and  much  to.  the  difcredit  of  me  and 
my  fagacity.  By  what  degrees*  and  from 
what  caufes  their  diflenfions  grew,  I fhalfr 
as  far  as  it  may  be  fafe  and  convenient,- 
very  impartially  relate. 

When  Mr.  Harley  was  ftabbed  by  Guifr. 
card,  the  writer  of  a weekly  paper,  called 
the  Examiner,  taking  occafion  to  reflect  on 
that  accident,  happened  to  let  fall  an- 
idle  circumftance,  I know  not  upon  what 
grounds,  that  the  French  aflaffin  confefled 
he,  at  firft,  intended  to  have  murdered  Mr.- 
Secretary  St.  John ; who  fitting  at  too  great 
a diftance,  he  was  forced  to  vent  his  rage 
on  the  other.  Whether  the  Secretary  had 
been  thus  informed,  or  was  content  that 
others  fhould  believe  it,  I never  yet  could 
learn  ; but  nothing  could  be  more  unfor- 
tunate than  the  tendency  of  fuch  a report, 
which,  by  a very  unfair  divifion,  derived 
the  whole  merit  of  that  accident  to  Mr.  St>  > 

John,  and  left  Mr.  Harley  nothing  but  the 
danger  and  the  pain:  Of  both  which,  al- 
though he  had  a fufficient  fhare,  (his  phy- 
ficians  being  often  under  apprehenfions 
for  his  life)  yet  I am  confident  the  time  . 
of  his  illnefs  was  a period  of  more  quiet 

and 
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and  eafe  than  he  ever  enjoyed  during  the 
reft  of  his  adminiftration.  This  report  was 
riot  unrefented  by  Mr.  Harley's  friends  $ 
and  the  rather  becaufe  the  fact  was  dire<5tly 
otherwife,  as  it  foon  appeared  by  Guif- 
card*s  confeffion. ' - . ;•  ~ -•  ■ - . 

While  that  minifter  lay  ill  of  his  wound, 
and  his  life  in  queftion,  the  weight  of  bufi- 
nefs  fell,  in  fome  meafure,  upon  the  Secret 
tary,  who  was  not  without  ambition  -f 
which,  I confefs,  I have  feldom  found 
among  the  wants  of  great  men ; and  it  was 
conceived  that  he  had  already  entertained 
the  thoughts  of  being  at  the  head  of  af- 
fairs, in  cafe  Mr.  Harley  fhould  die ; al- 
though, at  the  fame  time,  I mud  do  juftke 
to  Mr.  St.  John,  by  repeating  what  he  faid 
to  me,  with  great  appearance  of  concern, 
(and  he  was  but  an  ill  diflembler)  That, 
if  Mr.  Harley’s  accident  fhould  prove  fatal, 
it  would  be  an  irreparable  lofs : That,  as 
things  then  flood,  his  life  was  abfolutely 
neceflary : That,  as  to  himfelf,  he  was  not 
mailer  of  the  fcheme  by  which  they  were 
to  proceed,  nor  had  credit  enough  with 
the  Queen  * neither  did  he  fee  how  it 
would  be  poftible  for  them,  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  to  wade  through  the  difficulties  they 
were  then  under.  However,  not  to  b« 

over- 
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ovef-pal'ticular,  in  fo  nice  a point,  tliiis- 
irltfchis  certain,  diat  fome  things  happen- 
ed duting  Mr.  Harley’s  confinement,  which 
bred  a Coldhefs  and  jealoufy  between  thofie 
two  great  men ; and  thefe,  increafing  by 
many  fubfequ&it  accidents,  could  nevei* 
bfe  removed.  . r ; ■ *; 

r:  Upon  M5r.  Harley’s  recovery,  which  Was 
foon  followed- by  his  promotion  to  an  earl- 
dom ,;ind  the  Troafurer’s  ftaff,  he  -was  ear- 
meffly  pfeffed  to  go  on  with  the  change 
of  employments*  for  which  his  friends 
and  the  kingdom  were  very  impatient ; 
wherein,  I arrt  confident,  he  was  not  urn 
\filling  to  comply,  if  a new  incident  had 
not  put  further  difficulties  in  his  way* 
The  Queen  having  thought  fit  to  take  the 
key  ‘ from  the  Duchefs  of  Marlborough, 
it.  was,  after  fome  time,  given  to  another 
great  * Lady,  wholly  in  the  interefls  of  the 
oppdfite  party  ; who,  by  a moll  obfequi- 
ous  behaviour,  of  which  lhe  is  a perfect 
*miftrefs,  and  the  privileges  of  her  place, 
which  gave  her  continual  accefs,  quickly 
won  fo  far  upon  the  affections  of  her  Ma- 
jefty,  that  lhe  had  more  perfonal  credit 
than  all  the  Queen’s  fervants  put  together. 


* Duchefs  of  Somerfet. 
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Of  this  Lady’s  character  and  flory,  having 
fpoken  fo  much  in  other  papers,  which 
may  one  day  fee  the  light ; I fhall  only  ob- 
ferve,  that,  as  foon  as  fhe  was  fixed  in  her 
ftation,  the  Queen,  following  the  courfe  of 
her  own  nature,  grew  daily  much  more 
difficult  and  uncomplying.  Some  weak 
endeavours  were,  indeed,  ufed  to  divert 
her  Majefly  from  this  choice  ; but  fhe  con- 
tinued fteady,  and  pleaded,  that,  if  fhe 
might  not  have  liberty  to  chufe  her  own 
fervants,  fhe  could  not  fee  what  advantage 
Hie  had  gotten  by  the  change  of  her  minif- 
try : And  fo  little  was  her  heart  fet  upon 
what  they  call  a High-church,  or  Tory  ad. 
fniniflration,  that  feveral  employments  in 
court  and  country,  and  a great  majority  in 
all  commiffions,  remained  in  the  hands  of 
thofe  who  moft  oppofed  the  prefent  pro- 
ceedings ; nor  do  I remember  that  any  re- 
moval of  confequence  was  made  till  the 
winter  following,  when  the  Earl  of  Not- 
tingham  was  pleafed  to  prepare  and  offer 
a vote,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  againfl  any 
peace,  while  Spain  continued  in  the  hands 
of  the  Bourbon  family.  Of  this  vote  the 
minifters  had  early  notice  ; and,  by  calling 
up  the  numbers,  concluded  they  fliould 
have  a majority  of  ten  to  overthrow  it. 

The 
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Queen  was  defired,  and  promifed,  to 
fpeak  to  a certain  Lord,  who  was  looked 
upon  as  dubious  : That  Lord  attended  ac- 
cordingly, but  heard  not  a word  of  the 
matter  from  her  Majefty,  although  the  af* 
terwards  owned  it  was  not  for  want  of  re- 
niembering,  but  from  perfect  indifference. 
The  Treafurer,  who  truflcd  to  promifes, 
and  reckoned  that  others  would  trufl  to  his, 
was,  by  a mOft  linfeafonable  piece  of  par- 
fimony,  grofsly  deceived ; and  the  vote 
carried  againft  the  court.  The  Queen  had 
the  curiofity  to  be  prefent  at  the  debate  '* 
and  appeared  fo  little  difpleafed  at  the 
event,  Or  againft  tliofe  from  whom  the 
might  have  expected  more  compliance ; that 
a * perfon  in  high  ftation  among  her  do- 
meftics,  who,  that  day  in  her  prefence,  had 
ftiewn  his  utmoft eloquence  (fuch  as  it  was) 
againft  the  minifters,  received  a particular 
t mark  of  diftin<5tion  and  favour,  which, 
by  his  poft,  he  could  not  pretend  to,  and 
was  not  removed  from  her  fervice  but  with 
exceeding  difficulty,  many  months  after. 
And  it  is  certain  that  this  vote  could  not 
have  been  carried,  if  fome  perfons,  very 
near  her  Majefty,  had  not  given  affuran- 
ecs  where  diey  were  proper,  that  it  would 

• Duke  of  Spmcrfet.  + To  lead  out  the  Queen. 
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be  acceptable  to  the  Queen,  which  her  be- 
haviour feemed  to  confirm. 

But,  when  the  confequences  of  this  vote 
were  calmly  reprefented  to  her,  that  the  limi- 
tation fpecified  therein  had  wholly  tied  up 
her  hands,  in  cafe  the  recovery  of  Spain 
Ihould  be  found  impoflible,  as  it  was  fre- 
quently allowed  and  owned  by  many  prin- 
cipal leaders  of  the  oppofite  party,  and 
had,  hitherto,  been  vainly  endeavoured, 
either  by  treaty  or  war:  That  the  king- 
dom was  not  in  a condition  to  bear  any 
longer  it’s  burthen  and  charge,  efpecially 
with  annual  additions : That  other  expe- 
dients might  poffibly  be  found  for  pre- 
venting France  and  Spain  from  being 
united  under  the  fame  king,  according  to 
the  intent  and  letter  of  the  grand  alliance : 
That  the  defign  of  this  vote  was  to  put 
her  Majelty  under  the  neceflity  of  diflolv- 
ing  the  parliament,  beginning  all  things 
anew,  and  placing  the  adminiftration  in  the 
hands  of  thofe  whom  the  had  thought  fit 
to  lay  afide,  and  this  by  facrificing  her  pre- 
fent  fervants  to  the  rage  and  vengeance  of 
the  former  ; with  many  other  obvious  con- 
siderations, not  very  proper  at  this  time  to 
be  repeated : Her  Majelty,  who  was  ear- 
nelUy  bent  upon  giving  peace  to  her 

people. 
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people,  confented  to  fall  upon  the  foie 
expedient,  that  her  own  coldnefs,  or  the 
Treafurer’s  thrift  and  want  or  contempt 
of  artifice  had  left  her ; which  was,  to 
create  a dumber  of  peers,  fufficient  to  turn 
the  balance  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  I con- 
fefs  that,  in  my  hiftory  of  thofe  times,  ' 
where  this  matter,  among  others,  -is  treat- 
ed with  a great  deal  more  liberty-,  and 
confequently  very  unfit  for  prelent  perufal, 

I have  refined  fo  far  as  to  conjecture,  that, 
if  this  were  the  Treafurer’s  counfel,  he 
might  poffibly  have  given  it  upon  fome 
further  views  than  that  of  avoiding  the 
confequences  of  my  Lord  Nottingham's 
vote.  And  what  thofe  were,  I fuppofe,  I 
may  offer  without  offence.  It  is  known 
enough,  that,  from  the  time  of  the  Revo- 
lution to  the  period  I am  now  fpeaking  of, 
the  favour  of  the  court  was  almofl  perpetu-  * 
ally  turned  towards  thofe  who,  in  the  party- 
term,  are  called  Whigs,  or  the  Low-church ; 
and  this  was  a fpace  of  above  twenty  years, 
Wherein  great  additions  were  made  to  the 
peerage  ; and  the  Bifhops-bench  almofl 
wholly  renewed.  But  the  majority  of  land- 
ed men,  {till  retaining  the  61d  church-prin- 
ciples in  religion  and  government,  not- 
withftanding  all  endeavours  to  convert 
G 2 them  3 
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them,  the  late  king  was  under  many  in- 
fuperable  difficulties  during  the  courfe  of 
his  reign  ; ele&ions  feldom  fucceeding  fo 
well,  as  to  leave  the  court-fid e without 
ilrcnuous  oppolkion,  fufficient  to  carry 
many  points  againft  him,  which  he  had 
much  at  heart.  Upon  the  late  Queens 
fucceeding  to  the  crown,  the  church-partv, 
who  feemed  to  have  grown  more  nume- 
rous, under  all  difcouragements,  began  to 
conceive  hopes,  that  her  Majefty,  who  had 
always  profefled  to  favour  their  principles, 
would  make  ufe  of  their  fervice.  And, 
indeed,  upon  that  foot,  things  flood  for 
fome  time : But,  a new  war  being  refolv- 
ed  on,  three  perfons,  who  had  moft  credit 
with  her  Majefty,  and  who  were  then  look- 
ed upon  to  be,  at  leaft,  as  high  princi- 
pled as  could  poflibly  conftft  with  the  Pro- 
teftant  fucceffion,  having  confulted  their 
friends,  began  to  conceive  that  the  mili- 
tary fpirit  was  much  more  vigorous  in  the 
odier  party,  who  appeared  more  keen 
againft  France,  more  fanguine  upon  the 
power  and  wealth  of  England,  and  better 
verfed  in  the  arts  of  finding  out  funds, 
to  which  they  had  been  fo  long  ufed. 
There  were  fome  other  motives  for  this 
tranfition  of  the  minifters  at  that  time, 
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which  are  more  proper  for  the  Hiftory 
above-mentioned,  where  they  are  faith- 
fully recorded.  But,  thus  the  Queen  was 
brought  to  govern  by  what  they  call  a 
Low-church  miniftry,  which  continued  for 
feveral  years : Till,  at  length,  grown 
weary  of  the  war,  although  carried  on 
with  great  glory  and  fuccefs  ; and  the  na- 
tion rifing  into  a flame,  (whether  juftly 
or  no)  upon  the  trial  of  Dr.  Sachcverel, 
which,  in  efFetft,  was  a general  mufter  of 
both  parties  ; her  Majefty,  following  her 
own  inclinations  and  thofe  of  her  people, 
refolved  to  make  fome  changes  in  the  mi- 
niftry, and  take  Mr.  Harley  into  her  coun- 
cils. This  was  brought  about,  as  the 
charge  againft  that  minifter  fays,  by  the 
bafejl  injinuations ; upon  which,  being  a de- 
termination of  parliament,  I {hall  not  dif- 
pute : Although  I confcfs  to  have  received 
a very  different  account  of  that  matter 
from  a moft  excellent  Lady,  upon  whofe 
veracity  I entirely  depend ; and  who,  being 
then  in  chief  confidence  with  her  miftrefs, 
mull  needs  know  a particular  fact  wherein 
{he  was  immediately  concerned  and  trailed, 
better  than  any  one  man,  or  number  of 
men,  except  the  majority  of  a Houfe  of 
Commons.  .*  • 
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When  the  new  parliament  met,  whofe 
elections  were  left  entirely  to  the  people, 
without  the  leaft  influence  from  the  court, 
it  plainly  appeared  how  far  the  church- 
party  in  the  nation  out-numbered  the 
other,  and  efpecially  in  the  feveral  counties. 
But,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  even  after 
fome  management,  there  was  but  a weak 
and  crazy  majority : Nor  even  could  this 
have  been  expedted,  if  feveral  great 
Lords,  who  were  always  reputed  of  the 
other  party,  had  not  only  complied,  but 
been  highly  inftrumental  in  the  change ; 
as  the  Dukes  of  Shrewsbury  and  Argyle, 
the  Earls  of  Peterborough,  Rivers,  and 
fome  others,  who  certainly  came  into  the 
Queen’s  meafures  upon  other  motives  than 
that  of  party.  Now,  fince  the  government 
of  England  cannot  go  on  while  the  two 
Houfes  of  Parliament  are  in  oppofition  to 
each  other ; and  that  the  people,  when- 
ever they  adfed  freely,  would  infallibly 
return  a majority  of  Church-men  : One  of 
thefe  two  things  was  of  neceflity  to  be 
done  ; either,  firft,  to  diflolve  that  parlia- 
ment, and  call  another  of  the  Whig-ftamp, 
by  force  of  a prodigious  expence,  which 
would  be  neither  decent  nor  fafe,  ^pd, 
perhaps,  at  that  time,  hardly  feafible : Or 
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dfe,  to  turn  the  balance  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords ; which,  after  the  fuccefs  of  Lord 
Nottingham’s  vote,  was  not  otherwife  to 
be  done,  than  by  creating  a fufficient  num- 
ber of  peers,  in  order,  at  once,  to  make 
rhe  Queen  and  her  people  eafy  upon  that 
article  for  the  reft  of  her  reign.  And  this 
I fhould  be  willing  to  think  was  the  Trea- 
surer's meaning,  when  he  advifed  thole 
advancements  ; which,  however,  I confefs, 

I did  very  much  dillike. 

But  if,  after  all  I have  faid,  my  con- 
jecture fliould  happen  to  be  wrong;  yet  I . 
do  not  fee  how  the  Treafurer  can  juftly 
be  blamed  for  preferring  his  caufe,  his 
friends,  and  himfelf,  from  unavoidable 
ruin,  by  an  expedient  allowed  on  all  hands 
to  be  lawful:  Perhaps,  he  was  brought 
under  that  neceffity  by  the  want  of  proper 
management ; but  when  that  neceffity  ap- 
peared, he  could  not  aft  otherwife,  without 
unravelling  whatever  had  been  done ; 
which,  in  the  language  of  thofe  times, 
would  have  been  called,  delivering  the 
Queen  and  kingdom  back  into  the  hands 
of  a faftion  they  had  fo  lately  got  rid  of. 
And,  I believe,  no  minifter  of  any  party' 
would,  in  his  circumftances,  have  fcrupled 
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to  make  the  fame  flep,  when  the  fumma 
rerum  was  at  flake. 

» Although  the  Queen  was  brought  into 
this  meafure  by  no  other  motive  than  her 
earned  defire  of  a peace  *,  yet  theTreafurer’s 
friends  began  to  prefs  him  anew  for 
further  changes  in  employments ; conclud- 
ing, from  what  was  paft,  that  his  credit 
was  great  enough  to  compafs  whatever  he 
pleafed.  But  this  proved  to  be  ill  reafoning ; 
for  the  Queen  had  no  diflike  at  all  to  the 
other  party,  (whatever  perfonal  piques  fhe 
might  bear  to  fome  among  them)  further 
than  as  fhe  conceived  they  were  bent  upon 
continuing  the  war,  to  which  her  Majefty 
refolved  to  put  as  fpeedy  an  end  as  fhe 
Could  with  honour  and  fafety  to  her  king- 
doms j and  therefore  fell,  with  readinefs 
enough,  into  the  methods  propofed  to  her 
for  advancing  that  great  work.  But,  in 
difpenfing  her  favours,  fhe  was  extremely 
cautious  and  flow;  and,  after  the  ufual 
miflake  of  thofe  wjio  think  they  have  been 
often  impofed  on,  became  fo  very  fufpici- 
ous,  that  fhe  overfhot  the  mark,  and  erred 
in  the  Other  extreme.  When  a perfon 
happened  to  be  recommended  as  ufeful  for 
her  fervice,  or  proper  to  be  obliged,  per- 
haps, after  a long  delay,  fhe  would  eonfent ; 
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tut,  if  the  Treafurer  offered,  at  the  fame 
time,  a warrant,  or  other  inftrument,  to 
her  already  prepared  in  order  to  be  figned, 
becaufe  he  prefumed  to  reckon  upon  her 
confent  beforehand,  flic  would  not ; and 
thus  the  affair  would  fometimes  lie  for  fe- 
veral  months  together,  although  the  thing 
were  ever  fo  reafonable,  or  that  even  the 
public  fuffered  by  the  delay.  So  that  this 
minifler  had  no  other  remedy  but  to  let 
her  Majefty  take  her  own  time,  which 
never  failed  to  be  the  very  longeft  that  the 
nature  of  the  thing  could  fuffer  her  to 
defer  it. 

When  this  promotion  was  made,  Mr. 
Secretary  St.  John,  whofe  merits  and  pre- 
tenfions,  as  things  then  flood,  were  far  fu- 
perior  to  any,  was  purpofely  left  out,  be- 
caufe the  court  had  need  of  his  great  abi-  ■ 
lities,  the  following  fellion,  in  the  Houfc 
of  Commons  ; and  the  peace,  being  then 
upon  the  anvil,  he  was  bell  able  to  explain 
and  juftify  the  feveral  fteps  towards  it; 

. which  he  accordingly  did  with  invincible 
reafon  and  univerfal  applaufe.  When  the 
feffion  was  over,  the  Queen  thought  fit  to 
give  him  a title ; and,  that  he  might  not 
lofe  his  rank,  created  him  Vifcount.  There 
had  been  an  Earldom  in  his  name  and  fa- 
mily* 
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mily,  lately  extinct ; (though  a Barony 
fell  to  a collateral  branch  in  the  perfon  of 
an  infant),  and  the  Secretary,  being  of  the 
lame  houfe,  expefted  and  defired  the  fame 
degree.  For  he  reafoned,  that,  making  hima 
Vifcount,  would  be  but  rigorous  juftice,  and 
he  hoped  he  might  pretend  to  fome  mark 
of  favour.  But  the  Queen  could  not  be  pre- 
vailed with  ; becaufe,  to  fay  the  truth,  he 
was  not  much,  at  that  time,  in  her  good 
graces  ; fome  women  about  the  court  ha- 
ving infufed  an  opinion  into  her,  that  he 
was  not  fo  regular  in  his  life  as  he  ought 
to  be.  The  Secretary  laid  the  whole  blame 
of  this  difappointment  upon  the  Earl  of 
Oxford,  and  freely  told  me,  that  he  would 
never  depend  upon  the  Earl’s  friendlhip 
as  long  as  he  lived,  nor  have  any  further 
commerce  with  him,  than  what  was  ne- 
ceflary  for  carrying  on  the  public  fervioe. 
And  although  I have  good  reafon  to  be 
allured  that  the  Treafurer  was  wholly  in- 
nocent in  this  point,  as  both  himfelf  and 
Lady  Malham  then  protefted  to  me,  yet 
my  Lord  Bolingbroke  thought  the  appear- 
ances were  fo  llrong,  that  I was  never  aide 
to  bring  him  over  to  my  opinion. 

The  divilions  between  thefe  two  great 
men  began  to  fplit  the  court  into  parties  i 
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Harcourt,  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Dukes  of 
Shrewlbury  and  Argyle,  Sir  William  Wind- 
ham, and  one  or  two  more,  adhered  to  the 
Secretary ; the  reft  were  either  neuters  or 
inclined  to  the  Treasurer,  whether  from 
policy  or  gratitude,  although  they  all 
agreed  to  blame  and  lament  his  myfteri- 
ous  and  procraftinating  manner  in  a<5ting ; 
which  the  ftate  of  affairs,  at  that  time, 
could  very  ill  admit,  and  mull  have  ren- 
dered the  Earl  of  Oxford  inexcufable,  if 
the  Queen’s  obftinate  temper  had  not  put* 
him  under  the  neceflity  of  exerting  thofe 
talents  wherewith,  it  mull  be  confeffed, 
his  nature  was  already  too  well  provided.  . 

This  minifter  had  ftronger  paflions  than 
the  Secretary,  but  kept  them  under  ftri&er 
government : My  Lord  Bolingbroke  was  of 
a nature  frank  and  open ; and,  as  men  of 
great  genius  are  fuperior  to  common  rules, 
he  feldom  gave  himfelf  the  trouble  of  dif- 
guifing,  or  fubduing  his  refentments,  al- 
though he  was  ready  enough  to  forget 
them.  In  matters  of  ftate,  as  the  Earl 
was  too  referved,  fo,  perhaps,  the  other 
was  too  free  ; not  from  any  incontinency 
of  talk,  but  from  the  mere  contempt  of 
multiplying  fecrets  ; although  the  graver 
counsellors  imputed  this  liberty  of  fpeech 
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to  vanity,  or  lightnefs.  And,  upon  the 
whole,  no  two  men  could  differ  more  in 
their  divcrfions,  their  {Indies,  their  ways 
of  tranfadting  bufinefs,  their  choice  of 
company,  or  manner  of  converfation. 

- The  Queen,  who  was  well  informed  of 
thefe  animofities  among  her  fervants,  of 
which  her  own  dubious  management  had 
been  the  original  caufe,  began  to  find,  and 
lament  the  ill  confequences  of  them  in  her 
affairs,  both  at  home  and  abroad ; and  to 
Jay  the  blame  upon  her  Treafurer,  whofe 
greateft  fault,  in  his  whole  miniflry,  was 
too  much  compliance  with  his  Miflrefs, 
by  which  his  meafures  were  often  difeon- 
certed,  and  himfelf  brought  under  fuf- 
picion  by  his  friends. 

I am  very  confident,  that  this  alteration 
in  the  Queen’s  temper,  towards  the  Earl  of 
Oxford,  could  never  have  appeared,  if  he 
had  not  thought  fit  to  make  one  flep  in 
politics  which  I have  not  been  able  to  ap- 
prehend. When  the  Queen  firfi:  thought 
of  making  a change  among  her  fervants, 
after  Dodtor  Sacheverel’s  trial,  my  Lady 
Mafham  was  very  much  heard  and  trufled 
Upon  that  point,  and  it  was  by  her  inter- 
vention Mr.  Harley  was  admited  into  her 
Majefly’s  prefence.  That  Lady  was  then  in 
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high  favour  with  her  Miftrcfs,  which,  I be- 
lieve, the  Earl  was  not  fo  very  fedulous  to 
cultivate  or  preferve,  as  if  he  had  it  ihuch 
at  heart,  nor  was  altogether  forry,  when  he 
faw  it  under  fome  degree  of  declination. 
The  reafons  for  this  muft  be  drawn  from 
the  common  nature  of  mankind,  and  the 
incompatibility  of  power:  But  the  juncture 
was  not  favourable  for  fuch  a refinement, 
becaufe  it  was  early  known  to  all,  who 
had  but  looked  into  the  court,  that  this 
Lady  muft  have  a fuccefibr,  who,  upon 
pique  and  principle,  would  do  all  in  her 
power  to  obftru<5t  his  proceedings.  My 
Lady  Malham  was  a perfon  of  a plain 
found  underftanding,  of  great  truth  and 
fincerity,  without  the  leaft  mixture  of  failed- 
hood  or  difguife ; of  an  honeft  boldnefs 
and  courage,  fuperior  to  her  fex ; firm  and 
difinterefted  in  her  friendfhip,  and  full  of 
love,  duty,  and  veneration  for  the  Queen, 
her  Miftrefs : Talents  as  feldom  found,  or 
fought  for  in  a court,  as  Unlikely  to  thrive 
while  they  are  there : So  that  nothing  could, 
then  be  more  unfortunate  to  the  public, 
than  a coldnefs  between  this  lady  and  the 
firft  minifter ; nor  a greater  miftake  in  the 
latter,  than  to  fuffer,  or  connive,  at  the 
leflening  of  her  credit,  which  he  quickly 
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faw  removed  very  difadvantagioufly  to 
another'*  objed,  and  wanted  the  effe<5ts  of, 
when  his  own  was  funk  in  the  only  do- 
moftick  affair  for  which  I ever  knew  him 
under  any  concern. 

While  the  Queen’s  favour  to  the  Earl 
was  thus  gradually  leffening,  the  breaches 
between  him  and  his  friends  grew  every 
day  wider,  which  he  looked  upon  with 
great  indifference,  and  feemed  to  have  his 
thoughts  only  turned  upon  finding  out 
fome  proper  opportunity  for  delivering  up 
his  ilaff : But  this  her  Majefty  would  not 
then  admit ; becaufe,  indeed,  it  was  not  eafy 
to  determine  who  fhould  fuccedd  him. 

In  the  mid (l  of  thefe  difpofitions  at  court, 
the  Queen  fell  dangeroufiy  fick  at  Windfor, 
about  Chriflmas  1713.  It  was  confidently 
reported  in  town,  that  flie  was  dead;  and 
the  heads  of  the  expecting  party  were  faid 
to  have  various  meetings  thereupon,  and  a 
great  hurrying  of  chairs  and  coaches  to 
and  from  the  Earl  of  Wharton’s  houfe : 
.Whether  this  were  true  or  not,  yet  thus 
much  is  certain,  that  the  exprefiions  of  joy 
appeared  very  frequent  and  loudamongma- 
ny  of  that  party ; which  proceeding  men  of 

. * The  Duchefs  of  Somerfet. 
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form  did  not  allow  to  be  altogether  decent. 
A meflenger  was  immediately  difpatched, 
with  an  account  of  the  Queen’s  illnefs,  to 
the  Treafurer,  who  was  then  in  town;  and, 
in  order  to  flop  the  report  of  her  death, 
appeared  next  day  abroad,  in  his  chariot, 
with  a pair  of  horfes,  and  did  not  go  down 
tp  Windfor  till  his  ufual  time.  Upon  his 
arrival  there  the  danger  was  over,  but  not 
the  fright,  which  Hill  fat  on  every  body’s 
face,  and  the  account  given  of  the  con- 
fufion,  and  di (traction  the  whole  court  had 
been  under,  is  hardly  to  be  conceived: 
Upon  which  the  Treafurer  faid  to  me, 
“ Whenever  any  thing  ails  the  Queen,  thefe 
“ people  are  out  of  their  wits ; and  yet, 
“ they  are  fo  thoughtlefs,  that,  as  foon  as 
“ Ihe  is  well,  they  adt  as  if  fhe  were  im^ 
w mortal/'  I had  fufficient  reafon,  both  be- 
fore and  fince,  to  allow  his  obfervation  to 
be  true,  and  that  fome  fhare  of  it  might,, 
with  juft  ice,  be  applied  to  himfelf. 

' The  Queen  had  early  notice  of  this  be- 
haviour. among  the  difcontented  leaders, 
during  her  illnefs.  It  was,  indeed,  an  af- 
fair of  fuch  a nature,  as  required  no  ag- 
gravation ; which,  however,  would  not 
have  been  wanting,  the  women  of  both 
parties,  who  then  attended  her  Majefty,  be- 
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ing  well  difpofed  to  reprefent  it  in  thd 
ftrongeft  light.  The  refult  was,  that  the 
Queen  immediately  laid  alide  ail  her 
fchemes  and  vifions  of  reconciling  the  two 
oppolite  interefts,  and  entered  upon  a firm 
refolution  of  adhering  to  the  old  Engliih 
principles,  from  an  opinion.that  the  adverfe 
party  waited  impatiently  for  her  death, 
upon  views  little  confiding  (as  the  lan* 
guage  and  opinion  went  then)  with  the 
Safety  of  the  conftitution,  either  in  church 
or  date*  She,  therefore,  determined  to  fall 
into  all  juft  and  proper  methods,  that  her 
minifters  Should  advife  her  to,  for  the  pre- 
servation and  continuance  of  both.  This 
I was  quickly  allured  of,  not  only  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  Lord  Bolingbroke, 
but  by  the  Treafurer  himfelf. 

I confefs  myfelf  to  have  been  then  tho- 
roughly perfuaded  that  this  incident  would 
perfectly  reconcile  the  minifters,  by  unit- 
ing them  in  purfuing  one  general  interett ; 
and,  confidering  no  farther  than  what  was 
fitted  to  be  done,  I eouid  not  eafily  forefee 
any  objections,  or  difficulties,  that  the  Earl 
of  Oxford  would  make;  I had,  for  fome 
time,  endeavoured  to  cultivate  the  ftriefteft 
friendship  between  him  and  the  * General, 

* The  Dukje  of  Ormond. 
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t>y  telling  both  of  them,  (which  happened 
to  be  the  truth)  how  kindly  they  fpoke  of 
each  other ; and  by  convincing  the  latter 
of  what  advantage  fuch  an  union  muft  be 
to  her  Majefty’s  fervice.  There  was  an 
affair  upon  which  all  our  friends  laid  a 
more  than  ordinary  weight.  Among  the 
horfe  and  foot  guards  appointed  to  attend 
on  the  Queen’s  perfon,  feveral  officers  took 
every  occafion,  with  great  freedom  and 
bittemefs  of  fpeech,  to  revile  the  miniftry, 
upon  the  fubjedl  of  the  peace  and  the 
Pretender,  not  without  many  grofs  cxpref- 
fions  againfl  the  Queen  herfelf;  fuch  as,  I 
fuppofe,  will  hardly  be  thought  on  or  at- 
tempted, but  certainly  not  fuffered  under 
the  prefent  powers.  Which  proceeding, 
befides  the  indignity,  begot  an  opinion, 
that  her  Majefty’s  perfon  might  be  better 
guarded  than  by  fuch  keepers,  who,  after 
attending  at  court,  or  at  the  levee  of 
the  General  or  firft  minifter,  adjourned, 
to  publifh  their  difaffe&ion  in  coffee- 
houfes  and  gaming-ordinaries,  without 
any  regard  to  decency  or  truth.  It  was 
propofed,  that  ten  or  a dozen  of  the  leaft 
difereet  among  thefe  gentlemen  fhould  be 
obliged  to  fell  their  polls  in  the  guards ; 
and  that  two  or  three,  who  had  gone  the 
Vo  l.  XV.  H greateft 
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greateft  lengths,  Ihould  have  a price  fixed 
for  their  cotnmjlfions,  fomewhat  below 
the  exorbitant  rate  ufually  demanded  for 
a few  years  pall.  The  Duke  of  Ormond 
defired  but  ten  thoufand  pounds  to  make 
the  matter  eafy  to  thofe  officers  who  were 
to'fucceed,  which  funi,  his  Grace  told  me, 
the  Treafurer  had  given  him  encourage-? 
merit  to  expect,  although  lie  pleaded  prefent 
want  of  money : And,  I cannot  but  fay,  that, 
having  often,  at  the  Duke’s  defire,  preffi 
ed  this  minifter  to  advance  the  money,  he 
gave  me  fuch  anlwers  as  made  me  think 
he  really  intended  it:  But  I was  quickly 
undeceived ; for,  expoftulating  fome  days 
after  with  him  upon  the  fame  fubjeft, 
after  great  expreflions  of  efteem  and  friend- 
lhip  for  tlie  Duke  of  Ormond,  and  mention- 
ing fome  ill-treatment  he  had  received 
from  his  friends,  he  faid,  he  knew  not  why 
he  fhould  do  other  people’s  work.  The 
truth  is,  that,  except  the  Duke,  my  Lord 
Trevor,  and  Mr.  Secretary  Bromley,  I could 
not  find  he  had  one  friend  left  of  any  con- 
fluence in  her  Majefty’s  fervice.  The 
Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Bolingbroke,  and 
Lady  Mafham,  openly  declared  againft  him; 
.to  whom  were  joined  the  Bifhop  of  * Ro- 

; . . . Dr.  Atterbury, 

. . 4 chefter 
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ehefter  and  fome  others.  Dartmouth, 
then  Privy-feal,  and  Paulet,  Lord  Steward, 
flood  neuters.  The  Duke  of  Shrewfbury 
hated  the  Treafurer,  but  facrificed  all  re- 
fentments  to  eafe,  profit,  and  power;  and 
was  then  in  Ireland  adding  a part  direcftly 
oppofite  to  the  Court,  which  he  had  faga- 
city  enough  to  forefee  might  quickly  turn 
to  account ; fo  that  the  Earl  of  Oxford  Hood 
almoft  fingle,  and  every  day  found  a vifible 
declenfion  of  the  Queen’s  favour  towards 
him ; which  he  took  but  little  care  to  re- 
drefs,  defiring  nothing  fo  much  as  leave  to 
deliver  up  his  ftaff.  Which,  however,  as 
conjunctures  then  flood,  he  was  not  able  to 
obtain;  his  adverfaries  not  having  deter- 
mined where  to  place  it : Neither  was  it, 
upon  feveral  accounts,  a work  fo  proper  to 
be  done,  while  the  parliament  fate,  where 
the  miniflry  had  already  loft  too  much  re- 
putation, and  efpecially  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords.  By  what  I could  gather  from  fc- 

veral  difcourfes  with  the  Treafurer,  it  was 

* ' 

not  very  difficult  to  find  out  how  he  rea- 
foned  with  himfelf.'  The  Church-party 
continued  violently  bent  to  have  fome 
neceflfary  removals  made  in  the  guards, 
as  well  as  a further  change  in  the  civil 
employments  through  the  kingdom.  All 
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the  great  officers  about  the  court,  or  in 
her  Majefty’s  fervice,  except  the  Duke  of 
Shrewfbury  and  one  or  two  more,  were  in 
the  fame  opinion ; the  Queen  herfelf,  fince 
her  laft  illnefs  at  Windfor,  had  the  like 
difpofitions ; and,  I tliink,  it  may  appear 
from  feveral  paflages  already  mentioned, 
that  the  blame  of  thofe  delays,  fo  often 
complained  of,  did  not  originally  lie  at  the 
Earl  of  Oxford’s  door.  But  the  Hate  of 
things  was  very  much  changed  by  feveral 
incidents:  The  Chancellor,  Lord  Boling- 
broke,  and  Lady  Mafliam,  had  entirely  forfa- 
ken  him,  upon  fufpicions.  I have  mentioned 
before ; which,  although  they  were  found- 
* ed  on  miftake,  yet  he  would  never  be  at 
the  pains  to  clear ; and,  as  he  firfl  lclTened 
his  confidence  with  the  Queen,  by  preffing 
her  upon  tliofc  very  points,  for  which  his 
. friends  accufed  him  that  they  were  not 
performed ; fo,  upon  her  change  of  fenti- 
ments,  after  her  recovery,  lie  loll  all  favour 
and  credit  with  her,  for  not  fcconding  thofe 
new  refolutions  from  which  fhe  had  for- 
merly been  fo  averfe.  Befides,  he  knew  as 
well  as  all  others  who  were  near  the  court, 
that  it  was  hardly  poffible  the  Queen  could 
furvive  many  months ; in  which  cafe,  he 
mull  of  neceffity  bring  upon  him  the  odi- 
um 
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tun  and  vengeance  of  the  fucceffor,  and 
of  that  party  which  muft  then  be  pre- 
dominant, who  would  quickly  unravel 
all  he  had  done:  Or,  if  her  Majefty  fhould 
hold  out  longer  than  it  was  reafonable 
to  expe<ft,  yet,  after  having  done  a work 
that  muft  procure  him  many  new  ene- 
mies, he  could  expert  nothing  but  to 
be  difcliarged  in  difpleafure.  Upon  thefe 
reafons  he  continued  his  excufes  to  the 
Duke  of  Ormond,  for  not  advancing  the 
money;  and,  during  the  fix  laft  months 
of  his  miniftry,  would  enter  into  no  affairs 
But  what  immediately  concerned  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  his  office.  That  whole  period  was 
nothing  elfe  but  a fcene  of  murmuring 
and  difcontent,  quarrel  and  mifunderftand- 
ing,  animofity  and  hatred,  between  him 
and  his  former  friends.  In  the  mean- 
time the  Queen’s  countenance  was  wholly 
changed  towards  Turn;  fhe  complained  of 
his  filence  and  fullennefs ; and,  in  return, 
gave  him  every  day  fr efh  inftances  of  ne- 
gledf  or  difpleafure. 

The  original  of  this  quarrel  among  the 
minifters,  which  had  been  attended  with 
fo  many  ill  confequences,  began  firft  be- 
tween the  Treafurer  and  Lord  Bolingbroke, 
from  the  caufes  and  incidents  I have  al- 
ii 3 , ready 
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ready  mentioned ; and  might,  very  pro- 
bably, have  been  prevented,  if  the  Trea- 
furer  had  dealt  with  lefs  referve,  or  the 
Lord  Bolingbroke  had  put  that  confidence 
in  him  which  fo  fincere  a friend  might 
reafonably  have  expe<5ted.  Neither,  per- 
haps, would  a reconcilement  have  been 
an  affair  of  much  difficulty,  if  their  frienda 
qn  both  fides  had  not  too  much  obfcrved 
the  common  prudential  forms  of  not  car- 
ing to  intermeddle  ; which,  together  with  the 
addition  of  a fhrug,  was  tire  conftant  an- 
fwer  1 received  from  moil  of  them,  when- 
ever I prefled  them  upon  the  fubjecfl:.  I 
cannot  tell  whether  my  Lord  Trevor  may 
be  excepted,  becaule  I had  little  acquaint- 
ance with  him,  although  I am  inclined  to 
the  negative.  Mr.  Prior,  who  was.  much 
loved  and  eftecmcd  by  them  both,  as  he 
well  deferred,  upon  the  account  of  every 
virtue  that  can  qualify  a man  for  private 
converfation,  might  have  been  the  pro- 
perefl  perfon  for  fuch  a work,  if  he  could 
have  thought  it  to  confift  with  the  pru- 
dence of  a courtier;  but,  however,  he  was 
abfcnt  in  France  at  thofe  junctures  when 
it  was  chiefly  neceflary.  And  to  fay  the 
truth,  mofl  perfons  had  fo  avowedly  de- 
clared themfelves  on  one  fide  or  the  other, 
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,that  thefe  two  great  men  had  hardly  a corti-  , 
mon  friend  left  except  myfelf.  I had  evdr 
been  treated  with  great  kmdftefs  by  thefli 
both;  and  I conceited  that  what  I wanted 
-in  weight  and  credit  might  be  made  up 
.with,  Sincerity  and  freedom;-  The  former 
they  heVdr  doubted,  ami  the  latter  they 
had  coriftant  experience  of:  I had  managed 
between  them  for  almoft  two  years;  and 
their  candour  Was  fb  great,  that  they  had 
not  the  leafl  je&loufy  or  fufpicion-  ofme. 
.And  I thought  I had  done  wonders,  wheh, 
upon  the  Queen’s  being  laft  at  Windfor, 

I put  them  in  a coach  to  go  thither  by  ap- 
pointment without  other  company;  where 
they  would  hive  four  hours  tiine  to  come 
'to  a good  understanding  •,  but,  in  two  days 
after,  I learned  from  them  both  that  no- 
thing was  done. ' 

There  had  been  three  bifhoprics  for  fome 
time  vacant  in  Iretand,  and  I had  prevail- 
ed on  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  that  one  of  them 
fhdrald  be  divided.  Accordingly  four  di- 
vines' of  that  kingdom  were  named  to  die 
Queen,  and  approved  by  her ; but,  upon 
fome  difficulties  not  worth  mentioning, 
the  Queen’s  mandatory  letters  to  Ireland 
had  been  delayed : I prefled  the  Treafurer 
fyery . week,  while  her  Majefly  was  at 
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Windfor,  and  ©very  day  after  her  return, 
■ to  finifh  this  affair,  as  a point  of  great 
confequence  to  the  church  in  that  king- 
dom ; and,  growing  at  lengdi  impatient 
of  fo  many  excufes,  I fell  into  dome  paf- 
fion,  when  his  Lordfhip  freely  told  me, 
that  he  had  been  earned;  with  the  Queen, 
upon  that  matter,  about  ten  times  the  laft 
fortnight,  but  without  effect ; and  that  he 
found  his  credit  wholly  at  an  end.  This 
happened  about  eleven  weeks  before  die 
Queen  died : And,  two  nights  after,  fitting 
with  him  and  Lord  Bolingbroke,  in  Lady 
Mafham’s  lodgings  at  St.  James’s,  for  fome 
. hours  ; I told  die  Treafurer,  that,  having 
defpaired  of  any  reconciliation  between 
them,  I had  only  flaid  fome  time  longer  to 
forward  the  difpofal  of  thofe  bifhopricks 
in  Ireland,  which  fince  his  Lordfhip  told 
me  was  out  of  his  power  I now  refolved 
to  retire  immediately,  as  from  an  evil  I 
could  neither  help  to  redrefs,  nor  endure 
the  fight  of:  That,  before  I left  them,  I 
defired  diey  would  anfwer  me  two  que- 
flions  : Firft,  Whether  thefe  mifehiefs 
might  not  be  remedied  in  two  minutes  ? 
And,  fecondly,  Whether,  upon  the  prefent 
foot,  the  miniflry  would  not  be  infallibly 
ruined  in  two  months  ? Lord  Bolingbroke 
. anfwered 
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anfwered  to  each  queftion  in  the  affirma- 
tive, and  approved  of  my  refolution  to  re- 
tire ; but  the  Treafurer,  after  his  manner, 
evaded  both,  and  only  deflred  me  to  dine 
•with  him  next  day.  However,  I immedi- 
ately went  down  to  a friend  in  Berklhire, 
to  a wait -the  iffiie,  which  ended  in  the  re- 
moval of  my  Lord  Treafurer,  and,  tliree 
days  after,  in -her  Majefty’s  death, 
'^rrrhus-i  have,  with  fome  pains,  recollect- 
ed: feverai  paflages,  which  1 thought  were 
molt  material  for  the  fatisfadlion  of  thofe 
who  appear  fo  rriuch  at  a lofs  upon  the 
unaccountable  quarrels  of  the  late  ittini- 
ftry.  For,  indeed,  it  looked  like  a riddle, 
to  fee  perfons  of  great  and  undifputed  abi- 
ffitics,  called  ' by  the  Queen  to  her  fervice, 
in  the  place  of  others  with  whofe  proceed- 
ings fhe  was.  difgulled,  and  with  great  fa- 
tisfaCtibn' to  the  clergy,  the  landed  inte* 
reft,  and  body  of  the  people,  running,  on 
a fudden,::  into  fuch  a common  beaten 
court-track  of  ruin,  by  divilions  among 
themfelves  \ not  only  without  a vifible 
caufe,  but  with  the  ftrongeft  appearances 
to  the  contrary,  and  without  any  refuge 
to  the  ufual  excufe  of  evil  infttuments. 
Or  cunning  adverfaries,  to  blow  the  coals 

of 


Digitized  by  Google 


1 06  An  Enquiry  into  the  Behaviour 

of  diflention ; for  die  work  was  entirely 
their  own. 

I impute  the  caufe  of  thefe  misfortunes 
to  the  Queen,  who,  freon  the  variety  of 
hands  fhe  had  employed,  and  reaibnings 
ihe  had  heard  fince  her  eoming  to  the 
crown,  was  grown  very  fond  of  - mode- 
rating fchemes,  which,  as  things  then 
flood,  were  by  no  means  reducible  to  prac- 
tice ; fhe  had  likewife  a goodfhafe  of  that 
adherence  to  het  own  opinions,  which  is 
ufually  charged  upon  her  fex.  ■"  And,  lah- 
ly,  (as  1 before  obfcrYed)  having  received 
iome  hints  that  fhe  had  formerly  been  too 
much  governed,  fhe  grew  very  difficult  to 
be  advifed. 

The  next  in  fault  Was  the  Treafurer, 
who,  not  being  able  to  influence  the 
Queen  in  many  points,  with  relation  to 
party,  which  his  friends  and  the  kingdom 
feemed  to  have  much  at  heart,  would 
needs  take  all  the  blame  on  himfelf,  from 
a known  principle  of  flate-prudence,  that 
a firft  minifler  muff  always  preferve  the 
reputation  of  power;  But  I have  ever 
thought,  that  there  are  few  maxims  ift 
polities,  which,  at  fome  conjunctures,  may 
not  be  very  liable  to  an  exception.-  The 
Queen  was  by  no  means  inclined  to  make 
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many  changes  in  employments ; fhe  was 
pofitive  in  her  nature,  and  extremely  given 
to  delay.  And  furely  thefe  were  no  pro- 
per qualities  for  a chief  minifter  to  per- 
forate towards  his  neareft  friends,  who 
were  brought  into  employment  upon  very 
different  views  and  promifes.  Nor  could 
any  reputation  of  power  be  worth  preferr- 
ing at  the  expence  of  bringing  fincerity  in- 
to queftion.  I remember,  upon  a Saturday, 
when  the  mini  her  s and  one  or  two  friends 
of  tire  Treafurer  conftantly  met  to  dine, 
at  his  hpufe,  one  of  the  company  attacked 
him  very  warmly,  on  account  that  a.ce» 
tain  Lord,  who  perpetually  oppofed  the 
Queen’s  meafures,  was  not  difmifled  from 
a great  employment,  which,  befides  other 
advantages,  gave  tliat  Lord  the  power  of 
chufing  feveral  members  of  parliament. 
The  Treafurer  evaded  the  matter  with  liis 
ufual  anfwer,  that  this  was  whipping  day : 
Upon  which  the  Secretary  Bolingbroke, 
turning  to  me,  faid.  It  was  a ftrange  thing 
that  my  Lord  Oxford  would  not  be  fo  kind 
to  his  friends,  and  fo  juft  to  his  own  inno- 
cence, as  to  vindicate  himfelf  where  he 
had  no  blame  ; for,  to  his  knowledge  and 
the  Chancellor’s,  (who  was  then  alfo  pre- 
tent)  the  Treafurer  had  frequently  and 
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earneftly  moved  the  Queen  upon  that 
very  point  without  effect : Whereupon, 
this  Minifter  finding  himfelf  prefled  fo  far, 
told  the  company,  that  he  had  at  lafl  pre- 
vailed with  her  Majefty,  and  the  thing 
would  be  done  in  two  days,  which  fol- 
lowed accordingly.  I mention  this  faxfl  as 
an  inftance  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford’s  difpofi- 
tion  to  preferve  fome  reputation  of  power 
in  himfelf,  and  remove  all  blame  from 
the  Queen ; and  this,  tp  my  particular 
knowledge,  was  a frequent  cafe  ; but  how 
far  juftifiable  in  point  of  prudence,  I have 
already  given  my  opinion.  However,  the 
Treafurer’s  friends  were  yet  much  more 
to  blame  than  himfelf:  He  had  abun- 
dance of  merit  with  them  all,  not  only 
upon  account  of  the  public,  the  "whole 
change  of  the  miniftry  having  been  offer- 
ed without  any  intervention  of  theirs,  by 
him  and  Lady  Mafliam ; but,  likcwife, 
from  the  confequence  of  that  change, 
whereby  the  greateft  employments  of  the 
kingdom  were  divided  among  them,  and 
therefore,  in  common  juflice  as  well  as 
prudence,  they  ought  to  have  been  more 
indulgent  to  his  real  failings,  rather  than 
fufpect  him  of  imaginary  ones,  as  they 
often  did,  through  ignorance,  refinement, 
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or  miftake : And  I mention  it  to  the  ho- 
nour of  the  Secretary  Bolingbroke,  as  well 
as  of  the  Treafurer,  that  having  myfelf, 
upon  many  occafions,  joined  with  the  for- 
mer in  quarrelling  with  the  Earl’s  con-  v 
du<5t  upon  certain  points,  the  Secretary 
would,  in  a little  time  after,  frankly  own 
that  he  was  altogether  miflaken. 

Laftly,  I cannot  excufe  the  remiflnefs  of 
thofe,  whofe  bufinefs  it  fhould  have  been, 
as  it  certainly  was  their  intereft,  to  have 
interpofed  their  good  offices  for  healing 
this  unhappy  breach  among  the  miniftera; 

But  of  this  I have  already  fpoken. 


CHAPTER  II. 

Written  about  a Year  after. 

/ 

HAving  proceeded  thus  far,  I thought 
it  would  be  unneceflary  to  fay  any 
thing  upon  the  other  head,  relating  to 
the  defign  of  bringing  in  the  Pretender: 
For,  upon  the  Earl  of  Oxford’s  impeach- 
ment, the  gentlemen  of  the  prevailing 
fide  affined  me,  that  the  whole  myftery 
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would  be  foon  laid  open  to  the  world,  and 
were  ready  to  place  the  merit  of  their 
Caufe  upon  that  iflite ; This  difcovery  we 
all  expe &ed  from  the  Report  of  the  Secret 
Committee:  But,  when  that  trcatife  ap- 
peared, (whoever  were  the  compilers)  we 
found  it  to  be  rather  the  work  of  a luxu- 
riant fancy,  an  abfolute  ftate-pamphlet, 
arguing  for  a caufe,  than  a dry  re- 
cital of  fads,  or  a tranfcript  of  letters  j 
and,  for  what  related  to  the  Pretender,  the 
authors  contented  themfelves  with  inform-* 
ing  the  public,  that  the  whole  intrigue 
was  privately  carried  on  in  perfonal  trea- 
ties between  the  Earl  of  Oxford  and  the 
Abbd  Gaultier,  which  muft  needs  be  a 
doctrine  hard  of  digeflion  to  thofe  who 
have  the  lead  knowledge  either  of  the 
Earl  or  the  Abbe,  or  upon  what  foot  the 
latter  flood  at  that  time  with  the  Englifh 
miniftry:  I conceive  that  whoever  is  at 
di fiance  enough  to  be  out  of  fear  either  of 
a vote  or  a meffenger,  will  be  as  eafily 
brought  to  believe  all  the  Popifh  legends 
together.  And  to  make  fuch  an  aflertion, 
in  a public  report  delivered  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  without  the  lead  attempt  to 
prove  it,  will  fomc  time  or  other  be  rec- 
koned fuch  a drain  upon  truth  and  pro- 
bability 
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bability  as  is  hard  to  be  equalled  in  a 
Spanilh  romance.  I think  it  will  be  allow- 
ed, that  the  articles  of  high  treafon  drawn 
up  againft  the  Earl  were  not  altogether 
founded  upon  the  report,  or  at  leail  that 
thofe  important  hints  about  bringing  in 
the  Pretender  were  more  proper  materials 
to  furnifti  out  a pamphlet  than  an  impeach- 
ment ; fince  this  accufation  hath  no  part 
even  among  the  high  crimes  and  mifde- 
meanors. 

But,  notwithftanding  all  this,  and  that 
the  Earl  of  Oxford,  after  two  years  refi- 
dence  in  the  Tower,  was  at  length  difmifP 
ed  without  any  trial ; yet  the  reproach  ftili 
went  on,  that  the  Queen’s  laft  miniftry, 
in  concert  with  their  Miftrefs,  were  deep- 
ly engaged  in  a defign  to  fet  the  Pretender 
upon  the  throne.  The  cultivating  of  which 
accufation  I impute  to  the  great  goodnefs 
of  thofe  in  power,  who  are  fo  gracious  to 
aflign  a reafon,  or  at  lead;  give  a counte- 
nance for  that  fudden  and  univerfal  fweep 
they  thought  fit  to  make  on  their  firft  ap- 
pearance ; whereas  they  might  as  well 
have  fpared  that  ceremony,  by  a ftiort  re- 
courfe  to  the  royal  prerogative,  which 
gives  every  prince  a liberty  of  chufing 
what  fervants  he  will. 

There 
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There  are  two  points  which  I believe 
myfelf  able  to  make  out.  Firft,  that  nei- 
ther the  late  Queen  nor  her  minifters  did 
ever  entertain  a defign  of  bringing  in  the 
Pretender  during  herMajefty’s  life,  or  that 
he  Ihould  fucceed  after  her  deceafe. 

Secondly,  that  if  they  conceived  fuch  a 
delign,  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  pro- 
fecute  it  from  the  firft  year  of  their  minif- 
try  ; becaufe,  for  at  leaft  a year  before  the 
Queen’s  death,  it  was  impoflible  to  have 
put  fuch  a defign  in  execution. 

I mull  premife  with  three  circumftances 
which  have  a great  effe<ft  on  me,  and  mull 
have  the  like  upon  thofe  among  my  friends 
who  have  any  tolerable  opinion  of  my  ve- 
racity, and  it  is  only  to  thofe  that  I offer 
them. 

I remember,  during  the  late  treaty  of 
peace,  difcourfing  at  feveral  times  with 
fome  very  eminent  perfons  of  die  oppofite 
fide,  with  whom  I had  long  acquaintance, 
I alked  them  ferioufly,  whether  they  or  any 
of  their  friends  did  in  earneft  believe,  or 
fufpeft,  the  Queen  or  the  miniftry  to  have 
any  favourable  regards  towards  the  Pre- 
tender ? They  all  confefled  for  themfelves, 
that  they  believed  nothing  of  the  matter ; 
and  particularly  a perfon,  at  prefent  in 
3 great 
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great  employment,  faid  to  me  with  much 
franknefs,  “ You  fet  up  the  Church  and 
Sacheverel  againft  us,  and  we  fet  up  Trade 
and  the  Pretender  againft  you.” 

The  fecond  point  I would  obferve  is  this, 
that,  during  the  courfe  of  the  late  minif- 
try,  upon  occalion  of  the  libels  every  day 
thrown  about,  I had  the  curiofity  to  alk 
almoll  every  perfon  in  great  employment, 
whether  they  knew,  or  had  heard,  of  any 
pne  particular  man  (except  thofe  who  pro- 
pelled to  be  Nonjurors)  that  difeovered  the 
leaft  inclination  towards  the  Pretender  $ 
and  the  whole  number  they  could  mufter 
up  did  not  amount  to  above  five  or  fix, 
among  which  one  was  a certain  old  Lord 
lately  dead,  and  one  a private  gentleman, 
of  little  confequence,  and  of  a broken 
fortune  : Yet  I do  not  believe  myfclf  to 
have  omitted  any  one  great  man  that  came 
in  my  way,  except  the  Duke  of  Bucking- 
ham, in  whofe  company  I never  was  above 
once  or  twice  at  moft : I am,  therefore,  as 
confident  as  a man  can  be  of  any  truth 
which  will  not  admit  a demonfiration,  that 
upon  the  Queen’s  death,  if  we  except  Pa- 
pills  and  Nonjurors,  there  could  not  be  five 
hundred  perfons  in  England,  of  all  ranks, 
who  had  anv  thoughts  of  the  Pretender, 
Vol.XV.  ' I and 
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and  among  thefe,  not  fix  of  any  quality 
or  confequence  : But  how  it  hath  come  to 
pafs  that  feveral  millions  arc  faid  to  have 
fince  changed  their  fentiments,  it  fhall  not 
be  my  part  to  enquire. 

The  lad  point  is  of  the  fame  drain,  and 
I offer  it,  like  the  two  former,  to  convince 
only  tliofe  who  are  willing  to  believe  me  on 
my  own  word  * that  having  been,  for  the 
fpace  of  almod  four  years,  very  nearly  and 
perpetually  converfant  with  thofe  who  had 
the  greated  fhare  of  power,  and  this,  in 
their  times  of  leifure  as  well  as  bufinefs, 

I could  never  hear  one  fmgle  word  to  be 
let  fall  in  favour  of  the  Pretender,  although 
I was  curious  enough  to  obferve,  in  a par- 
ticular manner,  what  palled  upon  that  fub- 
je<5L  And  I cannot  but  think,  that,  if  fuch 
an  affair  had  been  in  agitation,  1 mud  have 
had  either  very  bad  luck,  or  a very  fmall 
fhare  of  common  underdanding,  not  to 
have  difeovered  fome  grounds,  at  lead,  for 
fufpicion.  Becaufe  I never  yet  knew  a 
minidcr  of  date,  or  indeed  any  other  man, 
fo  great  a mader  of  fecrecy,  as  to  be  able, 
among  thofe  he  nearly  converfed  with, 
wholly  to  conceal  his  opinions,  however 
he  may  cover  his  defigns.  This  I fay,  upon 
a fuppofition  that  they  would  have  held  on 
z the 
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the  mafk  always  before  me,  which,  how- 
ever,  I have  no  reafon  to  believe.  And, 
I confefs,  it  is  with  the  expence  of  fbme 
patience  that  I hear  this  matter  fummarily 
determined  by  thofe  who  had  no  advan- 
tages of  knowing  any  thing  that  palled, 
otherwife  than  what  they  found  in  a 
libel  or  a coffee-houfe ; or,  at  bell,  from 
general  reafonings  built  upon  miftaken 
fa<5ts.  Now,  although  what  I have  hither- 
to faid  upon  this  point  can  have  no  influ- 
ence further  dian  my  own  perfonal  credit 
reacheth,  yet,  I confefs,  I lhall  never  be 
brought  to  change  my  opinion,  till  fome 
one,  who  had  more  opportunities  than  I, 
will  be  able  to  produce  any  Angle  particu- 
lar from  the  letters,  the  difcourfes,  or  the 
actions  of  thofe  minifters,  as  a proof  of 
what  they  alledge,  which  hath  not  yet 
been  attempted  or  pretended. 

But,  I believe,  there  may  be  feveral  ar- 
guments of  another  nature  produced, 
which  can  make  it  very  evident  to  thofe 
who  will  hear  reafon,  that  the  Queen’s 
minifters  never  had  it  in  their  thoughts  to 
alter  the  fucceflion  of  the  crown. 

For,  firft,  when  her  Majefty  had  deter- 
mined to  change  her  fervants,  it  is  very 
Well  known  that  thofe,  whom  die  appoint- 
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ec!  to  fucceed  them,  were  generally  account? 
cd  favourers  of  what  is  called  the  Low- 
church  party,  not  only  my  Lords  Oxford, 
Bolingbroke,  and  Harcourt,  but  a great 
majority  of  the  reft:  Among  which  I can 
immediately  name  the  Dukes  of  Shrewf- 
bury,  Newcaftle,  and  Argyle ; the  Earls  of 
Peterborow,  Rivers,  Strafford,  Ilay,  and 
Orrery;  the  Lords  Manfel,  and  Mafham, 
with  feveral  others  whom  I cannot  at  pre- 
fent  recoiled.  Whereas,  of  the  other  party, 
the  Dukes  of  Ormond  and  Buckingham, 
and  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  were  the  only 
perfons  introduced  at  firft,  and  very  few 
afterwards:  Which,  I fuppofe,  will  clearly 
evince,  that  the  bringing  in  of  the  Pretender 
was  not  the  original  fcheme  of  fuch  mi- 
nifters,  and  that  they  were  by  no  means 
proper  inftruments  for  fuch  a work. 

And  whoever  knew  any  thing  of  the 
Queen’s  difpofition,  mull  believe  Ihe  had 
no  inclinations  at  all  in  favour  of  the  Pre- 
tender: She  was  highly  and  publicly  dif- 
pleafed  with  my  Lord  Bolingbroke,  becaufe 
he  was  feen  under  the  fame  roof  with  that 
perfon  at  an  opera,  when  his  Lordfhip 
was  fent  to  France  upon  fome  difficulties 
about  the  peace:  Her  Majeftyfaid,  that  he 
ao.ught  immediately  to  have  withdrawn, 

upon 
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upon  the  appearance  of  the  other ; where- 
in, to  fpeak  with  freedom,  I think  her 
judgment  was  a little  miftaken.  And,  at 
her  toilet,  among  her  women,  when  men- 
tion happened  to  be  made  of  the  Chevalier, 
fhe  would  frequently  let  fall  exprellions 
of  fuch  a nature,  that  made  it  manifeft 
how  little  fhe  deferved  thofe  reproaches 
which  have  been  call  on  her  fince  her 
death,  upon  that  account. 

Belides,  I have  already  faid  that  her  Ma- 
jefly  began  thofe  changes  at  court  for  no 
other  caufe  than  her  perfonal  difpleafure 
againft  a certain  family,  and  their  allies ; 
and  from  the  hope  fhe  had  to  obtain  a 
peace,  by  the  removal  of  fome  wliofe  in- 
tereft  it  was  to  obflrudt  it:  That  when  the 

former  Chancellor,  Prefident,  and  others 

\ 

came  to  her,  determined  to  deliver  up  their 
employments,  fhe  prefled  them  fomewhat 
more  than  it  became  her  dignity,  to  con- 
tinue in  their  Nations  ; of  which,  I fuppofe, 
my  Lord  Cowper  is  yet  a living  witnefs. 

I am  forced  to  repeat  what  I have  before 
obferved,  that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  diffi- 
culty fhe  could  be  ever  perfuaded  to  dif- 
mifs  any  perfon  upon  the  fcore  of  party, 
and  that  fhe  drove  her  miniflers  into  the 
greatcfl  diftrefs,  upon  my  Lord  Notting- 
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ham’s  vote  againfl  any  peace  without  Spaiff, 
for  want  of  fpeakirlg  to  one  or  two  depend- 
ing Lords,  although  with  the  laft  danger 
of  breaking  the  meafures  fhe  was  mod 
fond  of  towards  fettling  the  repofe  of  Eu- 
. rope.  She  had,  befides,  upon  the  removal 
of  the  Duchefs  of  Marlborough,  chofeit 
another  * great  Lady  to  fucceed,  who 
quickly  grew  into  Jiigher  credit  than  all 
her  minifters  together:  A lady  openly  pro- 
feffing  the  Utmofl;  averfion  from  the  per- 
fons,  the  principles,- and  meafures  of  thofe 
who  were  then  in  power,  and  excelling 
all,  even  of  her  own  fex,  in  every  art  of 
infinuation:  And  this  her  Majefly  thought 
fit  to  do,  in  oppofitiort  to  the  flrongeft  re* 
prefentations  that  could  poflibly  be  made 
to  her,  of  the  inconveniences  which  would 
enfue.  Her  only  objection  againfl  feveral 
clergymen*  recommended  to  her  for  pro- 
motions in  the  church,  was  their  being 
too  violent  in  party.  And  a Lady,  in  high 
favour  with  her,  hath  frequently  allured 
me,  that  whenever  fhe  moved  the  Queen 
to  difcard  fome  perfons,  who,  upon  all 
occafions,  with  great  virulence,  oppofed 
the  court ; her  Majefly  would  conftantly 

* Duchefs  of  Somcrfct. 
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refufe,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  condemn 
her  for  too  much  party-zeal. 

But,  befide  all  this,  there  never  was  a 
more  dale  or  antiquated  caufe  than  that 
of  the  Pretender,  at  the  time  when  her 
Majefty  chofe  her  lafl  minifters,  who 
were  moft  of  them  children  or  youths, 
when  King  James  II.  abdicated:  They 
found  a prince  upon  the  throne,  before 
they  were  of  years  to  trouble  themfelves 
with  fpeculations  upon  government ; and, 
confequently,  could  have  no  fcruples  of 
confcience  in  fubmitting  to  the  prefent 
powers,  fince  they  hardly  remembered  any 
other.  And,  truly,  this  was  in  general 
the  cafe  of  the  whole  kingdom : For  the 
adherents  of  King  James  II.  were  all  either 
dead  or  in  exile,  or  funk  in  obfcurity,  laden 
with  years  and  want ; fo  that  if  any  guilt 
were  contracted  by  the  Revolution,  it  was 
generally  underftood  that  our  anceltors 
were  only  to  anfwer  for  it.  And  I am  con- 
fident, with  an  exception  to  profelled  Non- 
jurors, there  was  not  one  man  in  ten  thou- 
fand,  through  England,  who  had  other 
fentiments.  Nor  can  the  contrary  opinion 
be  defended,  by  arguing  the  prodigious 
difaffedtion  at  prefent,  becaufe  the  fame 
thing  hath  happened  before  from  the  fame 
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caufes  in  our  own  country,  and  within  the 
memory  of  man,  although  not  with  the 
fame  event. 

But  fuch  a difaffe&ion  could  hardly  have 
been  raifed  againft  an  abfent  prince,  who 
was  only  in  expectation  of  the  throne ; 
and,  indeed,  I cannot  but  reckon  it  as  a 
very  Itrong  argument  for  the  good  difpo- 
fttion,  both  in  the  miniftry  and  kingdom, 
towards  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  that,  dur- 
ing my  Lord  Oxford’s  adminiftration,  there 
was  never  thrown  out  the  leaft  reflection 
againft  that  illuftrious  Houfe,  in  any  libel 
or  pamphlet ; which  would  hardly  have 
happened,  if  the  fmall  party-writers  could 
have  thought,  that,  by  fuch  a performance, 
they  would  have  made  their  court  to  thofe 
in  power ; and  which  would  certainly  have 
been  a very  ufeful  preliminary,  if  any  at- 
tempt had  been  intended  towards  altering 
the  fucceflion  to  the  crown.  Bat,  however, 
to  fay  the  truth,  inveCtives  againft  the  ab- 
fent, and  with  whom  we  have  nothing 
to  do,  although  they  may  render  perfons 
little  and  contemptible,  can  hardly  make 
them  odious  : For  hatred  is  produced  by 
motives  of  a very  different  nature,  as  ex- 
perience hath  fhewn.  And  although  poli- 
ticians affirm  it  more  eligible  for  a prince 

to 
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to  be  hated  than  defpifed,  yet  that  maxim 
is  better  calculated  for  an  abfolutc  mo- 
narchy than  for  the  climate  of  England. 
But  I am  fenfible  this  is  a digrellion  j there- 
fore I return. 

The  treaties  made  by  her  Majefty  with 
France  and  Spain,  were  calculated  in  feve- 
ral  points  directly  againft  the  Pretender, 
as  he  hath  now  found  to  his  coft,  and  as 
it  is  manifeft  to  all  the  world.  Neither 
could  any  thing  be  more  fuperficial  than 
the  politics  of  thofe  who  could  be  brought 
to  think  that  the  Regent  of  France  would 
ever  engage  in  meafures  againft  the  pre- 
sent King  of  England,  and  how  the  gri- 
mace of  an  ambaflador’s  taking  or  not 
taking  his  public  character,  as  in  the  cafe 
of  the  Earl  of  Stairs,  fliould  ferve  fo  long 
for  an  amufement,  cannot  fufficiently  be 
wondered  at.  What  can  be  plainer  than 
that  the  chief  intcreft  of  the  Duke  of  Orle- 
ans is  woven  and  twilled  with  that  of  King 
George  ; and  this,  Whether  it  lhall  be 
thought  convenient  to  fuffer  the  young 
King  of  France  to  live  longer,  or  not  ? 
For,  in  the  fecond  cafe,  the  Regent  per- 
fectly agrees  with  our  prefent  King  in  this 
particular  circumftance,  that  the  whole 
order  of  fuccefiion  hath  been  broken  for 

his 
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his  fake ; by  which  means  he  likewife  will 
be  encumbered  with  a Pretender,  and 
thereby  engaged,  upon  the  ftrongeft  mo- 
tives, to  prevent  the  union  of  France  and 
Spain  under  one  monarch.  And,  even  in 
the  other  cafe,  the  chance  of  a boy’s  life, 
and  his  leaving  heirs-male  of  his  body,  is 
fo  dubious,  that  the  hopes  of  a crown  to 
the  Regent,  or  his  children,  will  certainly 
keep  that  prince,  as  long  as  his  power 
continues,  very  firm  in  his  alliance  with 
England. 

And,  as  this  defign  was  originally  intend- 
ed and  avowed  by  the  Queen’s  minifters, 
in  their  treaties  with  France  and  Spain,  fo 
the  events  have  fully  anfwered  in  every 
particular.  The  prefent  King  fucceeded 
to  thefe  crowns  with  as  hearty  and  uni- 
verfal  a difpofition  of  the  people,  as  could 
poflibly  confift  with  the  grief  for  the  lofs 
of  fo  gracious  and  excellent  a Princefs  as 
her  late  Majefty : The  parliament  was  mbft 
unanimous  in  doing  every  thing  that  could 
endear  them  to  a new  Monarch.  The  ge- 
neral peace  did  entirely  put  an  end  to  any 
defign  which  France  or  Spain  might  pro- 
bably have  laid  to  make  a diverfion  by  an 
invafion  upon  Scotland,  with  the  Pretender 
at  the  head,  in  cafe  her  Majefty  had  hap- 
pened 
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pcned  to  die  during  the  courfe  of  the 
war:  And,  upon  the  death  of  the  late 
French  King,  the  Duke  of  Orleans  fell  im- 
mediately into  the  ftridleft  meafures  with 
England  ; as  the  Queen  and  her  minifters 
eafily  forefaw  it  would  be  neceflary  for 
him  to  do,  from  every  reafon  that  could 
regard  his  own  intereft.  If  the  Queen  had 
died  but  a fhort  time  before  the  peace,  and 
either  of  die  two  great  powers  engaged 
againft  us  had  thought  fit  to  have  thrown 
fome  troops  intoScodand,  although  it  could 
not  have  been  a very  agreeable  circum- 
ftance  to  a fucceffor  and  a flranger,  yet 
the  univerfal  inclinations  at  that  time  in 
England  towards  the  houfe  of  Hanover, 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  prevented 
the  confequences  of  fuch  an  enterprize. 
But,  on  the  odier  fide,  if  the  war  had  con- 
tinued a year  longer  than  her  Majefty's 
life,  and  the  fame  caufes  had  been  applied 
to  produce  the  fame  efFedts  upon  the  af- 
fections of  the  people,  the  iffue  muft  ine- 
vitably have  been  either  a long  and  bloody 
civil  war,  or  a fudden  revolution.  So  that 
no  incident  could  have  arrived  more  ef- 
fectual, to  fortify  the  prefent  King’s  tide, 
and  fecure  his  pofTeflion,  than  diat  very 
peace  fo  much  exploded  by  one  party,  and 
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fo  juftly  celebrated  by  the  other ; in  con- 
tinuing to  declare  which  opinions,  under 
the  prefent  fituation  of  tilings,  it  is  not 
very  improbable  that  they  may  both  be 
in  jeft. 

But  if  any  articles  of  that  peace  were 
like  to  endanger  the  Proteftant  fucceffion, 
how  could  it  come  to  pafs  that  the  Dutch, 
who  were  guarantees  of  that  fucceffion, 
and  valued  for  zealous  defenders  of  it, 
fliould  be  fo  ready  with  their  offers  to 
comply  with  every  article,  and  this  for  no 
greater  a reward  than  a fhare  in  the  Affi- 
ento  trade,  which  the  oppofers  of  peace 
reprefented  to  be  only  a trifle.  That  the 
fad:  is  true  I appeal  to  Monfieur  de  Buys, 
who,  upon  fame  difficulties  the  miniftry 
were  under  by  the  Earl  of  Nottingham’s 
vote  againft  any  peace  while  Spain  conti- 
nued in  the  Bourbon  family,  undertook  to 
make  that  matter  eafy,  by  getting  a full 
approbation  from  the  States,  his  mailers, 
of  all  her  Majefty’s  proceedings,  provided 
they  might  be  fharers  in  that  trade.  I can 
add  this  further,  that  fome  months  after 
the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  and  amidft 
all  the  appearing  difeontents  of  the  Dutch, 
a gentleman  who  had  long  relided  in  Hol- 
land, and  was  occafionally  employed  by 
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the  minifters  here,  allured  me  that  he  had 
power  from  the  Penfioner  to  treat  with 
the  Earl  of  Oxford,  about  fending  hither 
an  extraordinary  embaffy  from  Holland, 
to  declare  that  the  States  were  fully  iatif- 
fied  with  the  whole  plan  of  the  peace, 
upon  certain  conditions,  which  were  eafy 
and  honourable,  and  fuch  as  had  no  re- 
lation at  all  to  the  Pretender.  How  this 
happened  to  fail,  I never  enquired,  nor  had 
any  difcourfe  about  it  with  thofe  in  power. 
.For  then  their  affairs  were  growing  defpe- 
rate,  by  their  quarrels  among  tliemfelves, 
and  by  the  Earl  of  Oxford’s  declination  in 
the  Queen’s  favour  ; both  which  became 
fo  public,  as  well  as  her  Majefty’s  bad  ftate 
of  health,  that,  I fuppofe,  thofe  circum- 
ftances  might  eafily  cool  the  Dutch  politi- 
cians in  that  purfuit. 

I remember  to  have  heard  it  objected 
againft  the  late  miniftry,  as  an  inllance 
of  their  inclination  towards  the  Pretender, 
that  they  were  carelefs  in  cultivating  a 
good  correfpondence  with  the  Houfe  of 
Hanover.  And,  on  the  other  fide,  I know 
very  well  what  continual  pains  were  em- 
ployed to  fatisfy  and  inform  the  Elector 
and  his  minifters  in  every  ftep  taken  by 
her  Majefty,  and  what  offers  were  made 
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to  his  Highnefs  for  any  further  fecurities 
of  the  fucceffion  in  him  and  his  family, 
that  could  confifl  with  the  honour  and 
fafety  of  the  Queen.  To  this  purpofe 
were  all  the  inftrutftions  given  to  Earl  Ri- 
vers, Mr.  Thomas  Harley,  Lord  Clarendon, 
and  fome  others.  But  all  endeavours  were 
rendered  abortive  by  a foolifh  circum- 
ftance,  which  hath  often  made  me  remem- 
ber the  common  obfervation,  of  the  great, 
eft  events  depending  frequently  upon  the 
loweft,  vileft,  and  obfcureft  caufesr  And 
this  is  never  more  verified  than  in  courts, 
and  the  ifliies  of  public  affairs,  whereof  I 
could  produce,  from  my  own  knowledge 
and  obfervation,  three  or  four  very  fun- 
prizing  inftances.  I have  feen  an  old  * bed- 
maker,  by  officioufly  going  to  one  door 
when  gratitude  as  well  as  common  fenfe 
fhould  have  fent  her  to  another,  become 
the  inftrument  of  putting  the  nation  to 
the  expence  of  fome  thoufand  lives,  and 
feveral  millions  of  money.  I have  known 
as  great  an  event  from  the  ftupidity,  or 
wilfulnefs  of  a beggarly  f Dutchman,  wlio 

* Mn.  Foiffon,  necefTary-woman  to  the  Queen,  preferred 
to  that  employment  by  my  Lady  Mafham. 

t Carew  Lord  Htwifden,  born  and  bred  in  Holland. 

lingered 
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lingered  on  purpofe  half  an  hour  at  a vifit, 
when  he  had  promifed  to  be  fomewhere 
elfe.  Of  no  greater  dignity  was  that  circum- 
ftance,  which  rendered  ineffectual  all  en- 
deavours of  the  late  miniftry  to  eftablifh 
themfelves  in  the  good  graces  of  the  court 
of  Hanover,  as  I fhall  particularly  relate  in 
another  work. . It  may  fuffice  to  hint  at  pre- 
fent,  that  a delay  in  conveying  a very  in- 
conftderable  fum,  to  a very  inconliderable 
French  * vagrant,  gave  the  opportunity  to 
a more  induftrious  party,  of  corrupting 
that  channel  through  which  all  the  ideas 
of  the  difpofitions  and  defigns  of  the  Queen, 
the  minifters,  and  the  whole  Britifh  nation 
were  conveyed. 

The  fecond  point  which  I conceive  my* 
felf  able  to  make  out,  is  this : That,  if  the 
Queen’s  minifters  had,  with  or  without 
the  knowledge  of  their  Miftrefs,  entertain- 
ed any  thoughts  of  altering  the  fucceflion 
in  favour  of  the  Pretender,  it  was  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  for  them  to  have  begun, 
and  profecuted  that  defign,  as  foon  as  they 
came  into  her  Majefty’s  fervicc. 

* Robithan,  then  at  Hanover,  but  in  the  fervice  of  fome 
other  German  Prince,  it  is  not  known  bow,  got  into  fome 
credit  with  the  Eject  or. 

There . 
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There  were  two  circumftances  which 
would  have  made  it  neceflary  for  them  to 
have  loft  no  time.  Firft,  becaufe  it  was  a 
work  that  could  not  poilibly  be  done  on  a 
fudden.  For  the  whole  nation,  almoft  to  a 
man,  excepting  profeffcd  Nonjurors,  had 
conceived  the  utmoft  abhorrence  of  a 
Popifli  fucceflor.  And,  as  I have  already 
obfervcd,  the  fcruple  of  confcience,  upon 
the  point  of  loyalty,  was  wholly  confined 
to  a few  antiquated  Nonjurors,  who  lay 
ftarving  in  obfcurity.  So  that,  in  order  to 
have  brought  fuch  an  affair  about  in 
a parliamentary  way,  fome  years  muft 
have  been  employed  to  turn  the  bent  of 
the  nation,  to  have  rendered  one  perfon 
odious  and  another  amiable  ; neither  of 
which  is  to  be  foon  compafled  towards 
abfent  princes,  unlefs  by  comparing  them 
with  thofe  of  whom  we  have  had  expe- 
rience, which  was  not  then  the  cafe. 

The  other  circumftance  was  the  bad 
condition  of  the  Queen’s  health  ; her  Ma- 
jefty  growing  every  day  more  unwieldy, 
and  the  gout,  with  other  diforders,  in- 
creafing  on  her ; fo  that  whoever  was 
near  the  court,  for  about  the  two  laft 
years  of  her  reign,  might  boldly  have 
i fixed 
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fixed  the  period  of  her  life  to  a very  few 
months,  without  pretending  to  prophefy. 
And  how  little  a time  the  minilters  had 
For  fo  great  a work  as  that  of  changing  the 
fucceffion  of  die  crown,  and  how  difficult 
the  very  attempt  would  have  been,  may 
he  judged  from  the  umbrage  taken  by  fe- 
veral  Lords  of  the  Church-party,  in  the 
laft  year  of  her  reign,  who  appeared  un- 
der an  apprehenfion  that  the  very  quarrels 
among  the  minillers  might  poffibly  be  of 
fome  difadvantage  to  the  Houfe  of  Hano- 
ver. And  the  univerfal  declaration,  both 
among  Lords  and  Commons,  at  that  time, 
as  well  in  favour  of  the  Elector  as  again!! 
the  Pretender,  are  an  argument  beyond  all 
conviction  that  fome  years  mult  have  been 
fpent  in  altering  the  difpofitions  of  the 
people.  Upon  this  occafion,  I ffiall  not 
foon  forget  what  a great  minilter  then 
faid  to  me,  and  which  I have  been  fince 
allured  was  likewife  the  Duke  of  Shrewf- 
bury’s  opinion,  That  there  could  be  no 
doubt  of  the  Elector’s  undilturbed  fuc- 
ceffion ; but  the  chief  difficulty  lay  in  the 
future  difaffeCtion  of  the  church,  and 
people,  and  landed  intereft,  from  that  uni- 
verfal change  of  men  and  meafures,  which 
he  forefaw  would  arrive.  And  it  mult  be, 
Vol.XV.  K • to 
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to  all  impartial  men,  above  a thoufand 
witnefTes,  how  innocent  her  Majefty’s  fer- 
vants  were  upon  this  article ; that,  know- 
ing fo  well  through  what  channels  all 
favour  was  to  pafs  upon  the  Queen’s  de- 
mife,  that,  by  their  coming  into  power, 
they  had  utterly,  and  for  ever,  broken  all 
meafures  with  the  oppofite  party ; and  that, 
in  the  beginning  of  their  adminiftration, 
there  wanted  not,  perhaps,  certain  favour- 
able junctures,  which  fome  future  circum- 
Itances  would  not  have  failed  to  cultivate ; 
yet  their  aft  ions  fhewed  them  fo  far  from 
any  view  towards  the  Pretender,  that  they 
neglefted  purfuing  thofe  meafures  which 
diey  had  conflantly  in  their  power,  not 
only  of  fecuring  themfelves,  but  die  inte- 
reft  of  the  church,  without  any  violence 
to  the  Proteftant  fucceflion  in  the  perfon 
of  the  Eleftor.  And  this  unhappy  negleft 
I take  to  have  been  the  only  difgrace  of 
their  miniftry.  To  prevent  diis  evil  was, 
I confefs,  the  chief  point  wherein  all  my 
little  politics  terminated ; and  the  methods 
were  eafy  and  obvious.  But  whoever  goes 
about  to  gain  favour  with  a prince  by  a 
readinefs  to  enlarge  his  prerogative,  al- 
though out  of  principle  and  opinion, 
ought  to  provide  that  he  be  not  outbid  by 
2 another 
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another  party,  however  profeffing  a con- 
trary principle.  For  I never  yet  read  or 
heard  of  any  party  adting  in  oppofition  to 
the  true  intereft  of  their  country,  whatever 
republican  denominations  they  affedted  to 
be  diftinguilhed  by,  who  would  not  be  con- 
tented to  chaffer  public  liberty  for  perfo- 
nal  power,  or  for  an  opportunity  of  gra- 
tifying  their  revenge.  Of  which  truth 
Greece  and  Rome,  as  well  as  many  other 
Rates,  will  furnilh  plenty  of  examples. 
This  refledtion  I could  not  well  forbear,  al- 
though it  may  be  of  little  ufe  further  than 
to  difeover  my  own  refentment.  And  yet, 
perhaps,  that  misfortune  ought  rather  to 
be  imputed  to  the  want  of  concert  and  con- 
fidence, than  of  prudence  or  courage. 

I mull  here  take  notice  of  an  accufation 
charged  upon  the  late  miniftry,  by  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  that  they  put  a lie,  or 
falfehood,  into  the  Queen’s  mouth,  to  be 
delivered  to  her  parliament.  Mr.  Thomas 
Harley  was  fent  to  the  Eledtor  of  Hano- 
ver with  inflrudtions,  to  offer  his  Highnefs 
any  further  fecurities,  for  fettling  the  fuc- 
ceffion  in  him  and  his  family,  that  could 
confift  with  her  Majefty’s  honour  and  fafety. 
This  gentleman  writ  a letter  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  a little  before  his  return 
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from  Hanover,  fignifying  in  direct  terms, 
that  the  Eleftpr  exprefied  himfelf  fatis- 
ficd  in  the  Queen’s  proceedings,  and  de- 
fired  to  live  in  confidence  with  her.  He 
writ  to  the  fame  purpofe  to  one  of  the  un- 
der-fecretaries,  and  mentioned  the  fa<5t  as 
a thing  that  much  pleafed  him,  and  what 
he  defired  might  be  as  public  as  poflible. 
Both  thefe  letters  I have  read ; and  the 
Queen,  as  fhe  had  reafon  to  fuppofe,  be- 
ing fufficiently  authorized  by  this  notice 
from  her  minifter,  made  mention  of  that 
information  in  a fpeech  from  the  throne. 
If  the  fact  were  a lie,  it  is  what  I have 
not  heard  Mr.  Harley  to  have  been  charged 
with.  From  what  hath  fince  palled  in  the 
world,  I fhould  indeed  be  inclined  to  grant 
it  might  have  been  a compliment  in  his 
Highnefs,  and  perhaps  underftood  to  be  fo 
by  the  Queen ; but,  without  queflion,  her 
Majefty  had  a fair  excufe  to  take  the  Elec- 
tor according  to  the  literal  meaning  of  his 
words.  And  if  this  be  fo,  the  imputation 
of  falsehood  mult  remain  where  thefe 
accufers  of  that  excellent  Princefs’s  vera- 
city will,  I fuppofe,  not  profefs  (at  leaf!) 
an  inclination  to  place  it. 

I am  very  willing  to  mention  the  point, 
wherein,  as  I laid,  all  my  little  politics  ter- 
minated, 
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minated,  and  wherein  I may  pretend  to 
know  that  the  minifters  were  of  the  fame 
opinion  ; and  would  have  put  it  in  pra<5tice, 
if  it  had  pleafed  God  to  let  them  continue 
to  adt  with  any  kind  of  unanimity. 

I have  already  obferved  how  well  it  was 
known  at  court  what  mcafures  the  Elector 
intended  to  follow,  whenever  his  fuc- 
cellion  Ihould  take  place ; and  what  hands 
lie  would  employ  in  the  adminiftration  of 
his  affairs.  I have  like  wife  mentioned 
fome  fatfts  and  reafons,  which  influenced 
and  fixed  his  Highnefs  in  that  determina- 
tion, notwithflanding  all  poflible  endea- 
vours to  divert  him  from  it.  Now,  if  we 
confider  the  difpofitions  of  England  at  that 
time,  when  almoft  the  whole  body  of  the 
clergy,  a vaft  majority  of  the  landed  inte- 
reft,  and  of  the  people  in  general,  were  of 
the  Church-party  ; it  muft  be-  granted  that 
one  or  two  a&s,  which  might  have  paffed 
in  ten  days,  would  have  put  it  utterly  out 
of  the  power  of  the  fucceflor  to  have  pro- 
cured a Houle  of  Commons  of  a different 
ftamp,  and  this  with  very  little  diminution 
to  the  prerogative ; which  atfls  might 
have  been  only  temporary.  For  the  ufual 
arts  to  gain  parliaments  can  hardly  be  ap- 
plied with  fucccls  after  the  ele&ion,  againfl 
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a majority,  at  leaft,  of  three  in  four  ; be- 
caufc  the  trouble  and  expence  would  be 
too  great,  befide  the  lofs  of  reputation. 
For,  neither  could  fuch  a number  of  mem- 
bers find  their  account  in  point  of  profit, 
nor  would  the  crown  be  at  fo  much  charge 
and  hazard  merely  for  the  fake  of  govern- 
ing by  a fmall  party,  againft  the  bent  and 
genius  of  the  nation.  And,  as  to  all  at- 
tempts of  influencing  electors,  they  would 
have  been  fufficiently  provided  for  by  the 
feheme  intended.  I fuppofe  it  need  not 
be  added,  that  the  government  of  England 
cannot  move  a ftep  while  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  continues  to  diflike  proceedings, 
or  perfons  employed,  at  leafi  in  an  age 
where  parliaments  are  grown  fo  frequent, 
and  are  made  fo  neceflary:  Whereas  a mi- 
nifler  is  but  the  creature  of  a day  ; and  a 
Houfe  of  Lords  hath  been  modelled  in 
many  reigns,  by  enlarging  the  niunber, 
as  w*ell  as  by  other  obvious  expedients. 

The  judicious  reader  will  foon  compre- 
hend how  eafily  the  legiflature,  at  that 
time,  could  have  provided  againft  the 
power  and  influence  of  a court,  or  miniftry, 
in  future  elections,  without  the  leaft  injury 
to  the  fucceflion,  and  even  without  the  mo- 
dern invention  of  perpetuating  themfelves; 
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which,  however,  I muft  needs  grant  to  be 
one  of  the  moft  effectual,  vigorous,  and 
refolute  proceedings  that  I have  yet  met 
With  in  reading  or  information.  For  the 
fdng  parliament  under  King  Charles  I.  al- 
though it  Ihould  be  allowed  of  good  au- 
thority, will  hardly  amount  to  an  example. 

I muft  again  urge  and  repeat,  that  tliofe 
Who  charge  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  and  the  reft 
of  that  miniftry,  witli  a defign  of  altering 
the  fucceffion  of  the  crown  in  favour  of 
the  Pretender,  will,  perhaps,  be  at  fome 
difficulty  to  fix  the  time  when  that  defigii 
was  in  agitation : For,  if  fuch  an  attempt 
had  begun  with  their  power,  it  is  not  eafy 
tb  affign  a reafon  why  it  did  not  fucceed  *, 
becaufe  there  were  certain  periods  when 
her  Majefty  and  her  fervants  were  ex- 
tremely popular,  and  the  Houfe  of  Hano- 
ver not  altogether  fo  much,  upon  account 
of  fome  behaviour  and  management  in 
one  or  two  of  their  minifters  here,  and 
fome  other  circumftances  that  may  better 
be  pafied  over  in  fileiice : All  which,  how-’ 
ever,  had  no  other  cohfequence  than  that 
of  repeated  mefiages  of  kindnefs,  and  af- 
furance  tb  the  Elector.  During  the  laft 
two  years  of  the  Queen’s  life,  her  health 
was  in  fuch  a condition,  that  it  was  won- 
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dered  how  fhe  could  hold  out  fo  long : And 
then,  as  I have  already  obferved,  it  was 
too  late  and  hazardous  to  engage  in  an  en- 
terprize  which  required  fo  much  time,  and 
which  the  minifters  themfelves  had  ren- 
dered impracticable,  by  the  whole  courfe 
of  their  former  proceedings,  as  well  as  by 
the  continuance  and  heightening  of  thofe 
diffentions  which  had  early  rifen  among 
them. 

The  party  now  in  power  will  eafily  agree 
that  this  defign  of  overthrowing  the  fuc- 
celllon  could  not  be  owing  to  any  princi- 
ple of  confcience  in  thofe  whom  they  ac- 
cufe  ; for  they  knew  very  well,  by  their 
own  experience  and  obfervation,  that  fuch 
kind  of  fcruples  have  given  but  fmall  dif* 
turbanee  of  late  years  in  thefe  kingdoms. 
Since  intereft  is  therefore  the  only  teft  by 
which  we  are  to  judge  the  intentions  of 
thofe  who  manage  public  affairs,  it  would 
have  been  but  reafonable  to  have  fhewn 
how  the  interell  of  the  Queen’s  minifters 
could  be  advanced  by  introducing  the  Pre- 
tender, before  they  were  charged  with 
fuch  an  intention.  Her  Majefty  was  feve- 
ral  years  younger  than  her  intended  fuc- 
ceffor,  and,  at  the  beginning  of  that  mi- 
niftry  had  no  djforders,  except  the  gout, 
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which  is  not  ufually  reckoned  a fhortner 
of  life ; and  thofe  in  chief  trait  were,  ge- 
nerally fpeaking,  older  than  their  Miltrefs : 
So  that  no  perfons  had  ever  a fairer  pro- 
fpecfl  of  running  on  the  natural  life  of  an 
JLnglilh  miniftry  ; confidering,  likewife,  the 
general  vogue  of  the  kingdom,  at  that 
time,  in  their  favour.  And  it  will  be  hard 
to  find  an  inftance  in  hiftory  of  a fet  of 
men,  in  full  pofleflion  of  power,  fo  fan- 
guine  as  to  form  an  enterprize  of  over- 
throwing the  government,  without  the  vi- 
fible  profpett  of  a general  defection,  which 
(then  at  leaft)  was  not  to  be  hoped  for. 
Neither  do  I believe  it  was  ever  heard  of, 
that  a miniftry  in  fuch  circumftances  durfl: 
engage  in  fo  dangerous  an  attempt,  with- 
out the  direct  commands  of  their  fove- 
reign.  And  as  to  the  perfons  then  in  fer- 
vice,  if  they  may  be  allowed  to  have  com- 
mon fenfe,  they  would  much  fooner  have 
furrendered  their  employments  than  ha- 
zard the  lofs  of  their  heads  at  fo  great 
odds,  before  they  had  tried  or  changed  the 
difpofition  of  the  parliament ; which  is  an 
acctifation , that,  I think,  none  of  their  libel- 
lers have  charged  upon  them,  at  leaft  till 
towards  the  end  of  their  miniftry,  and  then 
very  abfurdly,  becaufe  the  want  of  time, 
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and  other  circumftances,  rendered  fuch.  a 
work  impoffible,  for  feveral  reafons  which 
I have  already  related. 

And  whoever  confiders  the  late  Queen, 
fo  little  enterpriiing  in  her  nature,  fo  much 
given  to  delay,  and  at  the  fame  time  fd 
obftinate  in  her  opinions,  (as  refiinefs  is 
commonly  attended  with  flownefs)  To  great 
a purfuer  of  peace  and  quiet,  and  fo  ex- 
empt from  the  two  powerful  paffions  of 
love  and  hatred ; will  hardly  think  Hie 
had  a fpirit  turned  for  fuch  an  undertak- 
ing ; if  we  add  to  this,  the  contempt  fhe 
often  expreffed  for  the  perfon  and  Concerns 
of  the  Chevalier,  her  brother,  of  which  I 
have  already  faid  enough  to  be  underftood. 

It  hath  been  objected  againft  the  late 
Queen  and  her  fervants,  as  a mark  of  no 
favourable  difpofition  towards  the  Houfe 
of  Hanover,  that  the  Electoral  Prince  was 
not  invited  to  refide  in  England : And,  at 
the  fame  time,  it  ought  to  be  obferved  that 
this  objection  was  raifed  and  fpread  by  the 
leaders  of  that  party,  who  firft  oppof- 
ed  the  counfel  of  inviting  him,  offer- 
ing, among  other  arguments  againft  it, 
the  example  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  who 
would  not  fo  much  as  fuffer  her  fucceffor 
to  be  declared,  cxprelling  herfelf,  that  The 

•would 


• Digitized  by  Googlel 


of  the  ^wen's  lajl  Miniflry.  139 

•would  not  live  with  her  grave-ftone  always 
in  her  fight ; although  the  cafe  be  by  no 
means  parallel  between  the  two  queens. 
For,  in  her  late  Majefty’s  reign,  the  crown 
was  as  firmly  fettled  on  the  Hanover  Fa- 
mily as  the  legiflature  could  do  it:  And 
the  queftion  was  only,  whether  the  pre- 
sumptive heir,  of  difiartt  kindred,  fhould 
keep  his  court  in  the  fame  kingdom  and 
metropolis  with  the  Sovereign,  while  the 
nation  was  tom  between  different  parties, 
to  be  at  the  head  of  that  faction,  which  her 
Majefty  and  the  body  of  her  people  utterly 
difapproved:  And,  therefore,  the  leaders 
on  both  fides,  when  they  were  in  power, 
did  pofitively  detennine  this  queftion  in 
the  negative.  And,  if  we  may  be  allowed 
to  judge  by  events,  the  reafons  were  cogent 
enough  j fince  differences  may  happen 
to  arife  between  two  princes  the  moft 
nearly  allied  in  blood ; although  it  be  true 
indeed,  that,  where  the  duty  to  a parent  is 
added  to  the  allegiance  of  a fubjeft,  the 
confequence  of  family-diflentions  may  not 
always  be  confiderable. 

For  my  own  part,  I freely  told  my  opi- 
nion to  the  minifters  ; and  did  afterwards 
offer  many  reafons  for  it  in  a difeourfe  in- 
tended for  the  public,  (but  flopped  by  the 
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Queen’s  death)  that  the  young  grandfbn 
(whofe  name  I cannot  remember)  fhould 
be  invited  over  to  be  educated  in  England  ; 
by  which,  I conceived,  the  Queen  might 
be  fecure  from  the  influence  of  cabals  and 
faftions  ; the  zealots,  who  affefted  to  be- 
lieve the  fucceflion  in  danger,  could  have 
no  pretences  to  complain ; and  the  nation 
might  one  day  hope  to  be  governed  by  a 
prince  of  Englifh  manners  and  language, 
as  well  as  acquainted  with  the  true  confu- 
tation of  church  and  ftate.  And  this  was 
the  judgment  of  thofe  at  the  helm  before 
I offered  it:  Neither  were  they  or  their 
Miftrefs  to  be  blamed,  that  fuch  a refolu- 
tion  was  not  purfued.  Perhaps,  from  what 
hath  fince  happened,  the  reader  will  be 
able  to  fatisfy  himfelf. 

I have  now  faid  all  I could  think  conve- 
nient (confidering  the  time  wherein  I am 
writing)  upon  thofe  two  points,  which  I pro- 
pofed  to  difcourfe  on  *,  wherein  I have  dealt 
with  the  utmoft  impartiality,  and,  I think, 
upon  the  faired  fuppofition,  which  is  that 
of  allowing  men  to  aft  upon  the  motives  of 
their  interefls  and  their  pallions : For  I am 
not  fo  weak  as  to  think  one  minidry  more 
virtuous  than  another,  unlefs  by  chance, 
or  by  extraordinary  prudepcc  and  virtue 
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of  the  prince ; which  laft,  taking  mankind 
in  the  lump,  and  adding  the  great  coun- 
terbalance of  royal  education,  is  a very 
rare  accident ; and,  where  it  happens,  is 
even  then  of  little  ufe,  when  factions  are 
violent.  But  it  fo  falls  out,  that,  among 
contending  parties  in  England,  the  gene- 
ral intereft  of  church  and  Hate  is  more 
the  private  intereft  of  one  fide  than  the 
other ; fo  that,  whoever  profefleth  to  a<5t 
upon  a principle  of  obferving  the  laws  of 
his  country,  may  have  a fafe  rule  to  fol- 
low, by  difcovering  whofe  particular  ad- 
vantage it  chiefly  is,  that  the  conftitution 
ftiould  be  preferved  entire  in  all  its  parts. 
For  there  cannot,  properly  fpeaking,  be 
above  two  parties  in  fuch  a government 
as  ours  ; and  one  fide  will  find  themfelves 
obliged  to  take  in  all  the  fubaltern  deno- 
minations of  thofe  who  diflike  the  prefent 
cftablifhment,  in  order  to  make  themfelves 
a balance  againft  the  other ; and  fuch  a 
party,  compofed  of  mixed  bodies,  although 
they  differ  widely  in  the  feveral  funda- 
mentals of  religion  and  government,  and 
all  of  them  from  the  true  public  intereft ; 
yet,  whenever  their  leaders  are  taken  in- 
to power,  under  an  ignorant,  unadtive,  or 
ill-defigning  prince,  will  probably,  by  the 
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afliftance  of  time  or  force,  become  the  ma- 
jority, unlefs  they  be  prevented  by  a lleadi- 
nefs,  which  there  is  little  reafon  to  hope, 
orbyfome  revolution,  which  there  is  much 
more  reafon  to  fear.  For  abufes  in  admini- 
ftration  may  laft  much  longer  than  politi- 
cians feem  to  be  aware  of;  efpecially  where 
fome  bold  fteps  are  made  to  corrupt  the 
very  fountain  of  power  and  legiflature : 
In  which  cafe,  as  it  may  happen  in  fome 
Hates,  the  whole  body  of  the  people  are 
drawn  in,  by  their  own  fuppofed  confent, 
to  be  their  own  enflavers ; and,  where 
will  they  find  a thread  to  wind  themfelves 
out  of  this  labyrinth  ? Or,  will  they  not 
rather  wilh  to  be  governed  by  arbitrary 
power,  after  the  manner  of  other  nations  ? 
For  whoever  confiders  the  courfe  of  the 
Roman  Empire  after  Csefar’s  ufurpation, 
the  long  continuance  of  the  Turkiih  go- 
vernment, or  the  deftruCtion  of  the  Gothic 
balance  in  molt  kingdoms  of  Europe,  will 
eafily  fee  how  controlable  that  maxim  is, 
that,  res  nolunt  diu  matt  adminijlrari:  Becaufe, 
as  corruptions  are  more  natural  to  man- 
kind than  perfections,  fo  they  are  more 
likely  to  have  a longer  continuance.  For 
the  vices  of  men,  confidered  as  individuals, 
are  exactly  the  fame  when  they  are  mold- 
ed 
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ed  into  bodies  ; nor  otherwise  to  be  with- 
held in  their  effe&s,  than  by  good  funda- 
mental laws  ; in  which*  when  any  great 
breaches  are  made,  the  confequence  will  be 
the  fame  as  in  the  life  of  a particular  man, 
whofe  vices  are  feldom  known  to  end  but 
with  himfelf. 
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ADDRESS 

O F T H E 

HOUSE  of  LORDS  to  the  QUEEN. 

[Drawn  up  by  Dr.  Swift,  at  die  Command 
of  the  Lord  Treasurer,  and  delivered 
by  die  Duke  of  Grafton.] 

WE  your  Majedy’s  mod  dutiful  and 
loyal  fubjefts,  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal,  in  parliament  aflembled, 
dp,  with  the  greatelt  joy  and  fatisfa&ion, 
return  our  humble  thanks  to  your  Majedy 
for  your  mod  gracious  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  and  for  communicating  to  this 
Houfe  that  peace  is  agreed  on,  fo  honour- 
able  to  your  Majedy,  and  fafe  and  advan- 
tageous to  your  kingdoms  ; by  which  we 
hope,  with  the  blefling  of  God,  that  your 
people  will,  in  a few  years,  recover  them-* 
felves,  after  fo  long  and  expenfive  a war. 
We  likcwife  beg  leave  to  congratulate  with 
your  Majedy  upon  the  fuccefs  of  your  en- 
deavours for  a general  peace ; whereby  the 
tranquillity  and  welfare  of  Europe  will  be 
owing  (next  to  the  Divine  Providence)  to 
6 your 
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your  Maj city’s  wifdom  and  goodnefs.  We 
never  had  the  leaft  doubt  but  that  your 
Majefty,  who  is  the  greateft  ornament  and 
prote&or  of  the  Proteftant  Religion,  would 
do  every  thing  for  fecuring  the  Proteftant 
Succeflion  ; towards  which  nothing  can  be 
more  neceflary  than  the  perfeft  harmony 
there  is  between  your  Majefty  and  the 
Houfe  of  Hanover.  And  we  do  humbly 
afliire  your  Majefty,  that,  as  you  are  pleaf- 
ed  to  exprefs  your  dependence  (next  under 
God)  upon  the  duty  and  affecftion  of  your 
people ; we  think  ourfelves  bound,  by  the 
greateft  ties  of  religion,  loyalty,  and  gra- 
titude, to  make  all  returns  that  can  be  due, 
from  the  moil  obedient  fubje<5ls,  to  the 
moft  indulgent  Sovereign. 
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RELATIVE  TO  THE 

PEACE  of  UTRECHT. 

ONE  Dr.  Helvetius  was  fent  from  Pa^ 
ris,  by  Torcy  to  Devenwordt  at  the 
Hague,  with  the  firft  propofals  for  a peace 
feparate  with  Holland  ; a year  after  which 
the  preliminaries,  at  Gertmdenberg,  were 
tranfadied  by  the  Mar.  D’Uxelles  and  Polig- 
nac,  and  afterwards  Menager  was  privately 
difpatched  to  the  fame  efFedt. 

My  Lord  Strafford  had  the  firft  intimation 
of  thefe  feparate  tranfadtions  of  France  and 
Holland,  from  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
(as  a thing  a good  while  before  in  agita- 
tion) and  afterwards  from  Devenwordt 
himfelf,  who  told  him  that  he  fent  to  Paris 
for  Dr.  Helvetius  to  cure  him  of  a rheu- 
matifm,  which  opportunity  Torcy  took  to 
negotiate  by  him. 

Helvetius  fince  confirmed  the  fame  ftory 
to  my  Lord  Strafford,  in  the  year  1 720. 
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C O P Y 

.OF 

t)r.  Swift’s  Memorial  to  the  Queen. 

<•  April  15,  1714. 

THE  change  of  miniflry  about  four 
years  ago,  the  fall  of  die  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  and  the  proceedings  fince, 
in  reladon  to  the  peace  and  treaties,  are 
all  capable  of  being  very  malicioufly  re- 
prefented  to  pofterity,  if  they  fhould  fall 
under  the  pen  of  fome  writer  of  the  oppo- 
fite  party,  as  they  probably  may. 

Upon  thefe  reafons,  it  is  neceflary,  for 
the  honour  of  die  Queen  and  in  juftice  to 
her  fervants,  that  fome  able  hand  fhould 
be  immediately  employed  to  write  die  hif- 
tory  of  her  Majefty’s  reign  ; that  the  truth 
of  things  may  be  tranfmitted  to  future 
ages,  and  bear  down  the  falfehood  of  ma- 
licious pens. 

The  Dean  of  St.  Patrick’s  is  ready  to  un- 
dertake this  work,  humbly  defiring  her 
Majefty  will  pleafe  to  appoint  him  her 
hiftoriographer,  not  from  apy  view  of  the 
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profit,  (which  is  fo  inconfiderable  that  it 
will  hardly  ferve  to  pay  the  expence  of 
fearching  offices)  but  from  an  earneft  de- 
fire to  ferve  his  Queen  and  country ; for 
which  that  employment  will  qualify  him, 
by  an  opportunity  of  accefs  to  thofe  plas 
ces  where  papers  and  records  are  kept, 
which  will  be  neceffary  to  any  who  un- 
dertake fuch  an  hiflory. 
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SOME  CONSIDERATIONS 

UPON  THE 

Consequences  Hoped  and  Feared 

FROM  THE 

D E A T H of  the  QJJ  E E N. 

0 

Aug.  9,  1714. 

IN  order  to  fet  in  a clear  light  what  I 
have  to  fay  upon  this  fubjeCt,  it  will  be 
convenient  to  examine  the  ftate  of  the  na- 
tion with  reference  to  the  two  contending 
parties ; this  cannot  well  be  done  without 
fome  little  retrofpe&ion  into  the  five  laft 
years  of  her  late  Majefty’s  reign. 

I have  it  from  unqueftionable  authority, 
that  the  Duchefs  of  Marlborough’s  favour 
began  to  decline  very  foon  after  the  Queen’s 
accellion  to  the  throne,  and  that  the  Earl  of 
Godolphin's  held  not  much  above  two  years 
longer ; although  her  Majefty  (no  ill  con- 
cealer of  her  affections)  did  not  think  fit  to 
deprive  them  of  their  power  until  a long 
time  after. 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  the  Earl 
of  Godolphjn  having  fallen  early  into  the 
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intereds  of  the  lower  party,  for  certain 
reafons  not  feafonable  here  to  be  men- 
tioned, (but  which  may  deferve  a place  in 
the  hidory  of  that  reign)  they  made  large 
deps  that  way  upon  the  death  of  the  Prince 
of  Denmark,  taking  in  feveral  among  the 
warmed  leaders  of  that  fide,  into  the  chief 
employments  of  the  Hate.  Mr.  Harley, 
then  fecretary  of  Hate,  who  difliked  their 
proceedings,  and  had  very  near  overthrown 
their  whole  fcheme,  was  removed  with  the 
utmoft  indignation,  and  about  the  fame 
time,  Sir  Simon  Harcourt  and  Mr.  St.  John, 
with  fome  others,  voluntarily  gave  up 
their  employments. 

But  the  Queen,  who  had  then  a great 
edeem  for  the  perfon  and  abilities  of  Mr. 
Harley  (and  in  proportion  of  the  other  two, 
although  at  that  time  not  equally  known 
to  her),  was  deprived  of  his  fervice  with 
fome  regret,  and  upon  that  and  other  mo- 
tives well  known  at  court,  began  to  think 
herfelf  hardly  ufed,  and  feveral  dories  ran 
about,  whether  true  or  falfe,  that  her  Ma- 
jedy  was  not  always  treated  with  that  duty 
die  might  expert.  Mean-time  the  church- 
party  were  loud  in  their  complaints,  fur- 
mifing,  from  the  virulence  of  feveral  pam- 
phlets, from  certain  bills  proje&ed  to  be 
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brought  into  parliament,  from  endeavours 
to  repeal  the  facramental-teft,  from  the 
avowed  principles,  and  free  fpeeches  of 
fome  perfons  in  power,  and  other  jealoufies 
needlefs  to  repeat,  that  ill-defigns  were 
forming  againft  the  religion  eftablifhed. 

Thefe  fears  were  all  confirmed  by  the 
trial  of  Dr.  Sacheverel,  which  drew  the  po- 
pulace, as  one  man,  into  the  party  againft 
the  miniftry  and  parliament. 

The  miniftry  were  very  fufpicious,  that 
the  Queen  had  ftill  a referve  of  favour  for 
Mr.  Harley,  which  appeared  by  a pafifage 
that  happened  fome  days  after  his  removal  : 
For,  the  Earl  of  Godolphin’s  coach  and  his 
happening  to  meet  near  Kenfington,  the 
Earl  a few  hours  after  reproached  the 
Queen,  that  fhe  privately  admitted  Mr. 
Harley,  and  was  not  without  fome  diffi- 
culty undeceived  by  her  Majefty’s  aflevera- 
tions  to  the  contrary. 

Soon  after  the  Doctor’s  trial,  this  gentle- 
man, by  the  Queen’s  command  and  the  in- 
tervention of  Mrs.  Mafham,  was  brought  up 
the  back-ftairs ; and  that  Princefs,  fpirited 
by  the  addrefles  from  all  parts,  which  fhew- 
ed  the  inclinations  of  her  fubjetfts  to  be  very 
averfe  from  the  proceedings  in  court  and 
parliament,  was  refolved  to  break  the  uni- 
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ted  power  of  the  Marlborough  and  Godol- 
phin  families,  and  to  begin  this  work,  by 
taking  the  difpofal  of  employments  into 
her  own  hands : for  which  an  opportunity 
happened  by  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Elfibx, 
lieutenant  of  the  tower,  whofe  employment 
was  given  to  the  Earl  Rivers,  to  the  great 
difcontent  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
who  intended  it  for  the  Duke  of  Northum- 
berland, then  colonel  of  the  Oxford  regi- 
ment, to  which  the  Earl  of  Hartford  was  to 
fucceed.  Some  time  after,  the  chamber- 
lain’s Raff  Was  difpofed  of  to  the  Duke  of 
Shrewfbury  in  the  abfence,  and  without  the 
privity  of  the  Earl  of  Godolphin.  The  Earl 
of  Sunderland’s  removal  followed,  and 
laftly  that  of  the  High  Treafurer  himfclf, 
whofe  office  was  put  into  commiffion, 
whereof  Mr.  Harley  (made  at  the  fame 
time  chancellor  of  the  exchequer)  was  one. 
I need  fay  nothing  of  other  removals, 
which  are  well  enough  known  and  re- 
membered : let  it  fuffice  that,  in  eight  or 
nine  months  time,  the  whole  face  of  the 
court  was  altered,  and  very  few  friends  of 
the  former  miniftry  left  in  any  great  Ra- 
tions there. 

I have  good  reafons  to  be  a/lurcd,  that 
when  the  Queen  began  this  change,  (he 
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had  no  intentions  to  carry  it  fo  far  as  the 
church-party  expected,  and  have  fince  been 
fo  impatient  to  fee.  For,  although  fhe 
were  a true  profdlor  of  the  religion  efta- 
blifhed,  yet  the  firft  motives  to  this  alter- 
ation did  not  arife  from  any  dangers  fhe 
apprehended  to  that  or  the  government; 
but  from  a defire  to  get  out  of  the  domi- 
nion of  fome,  who  fhe  thought  had  kept 
her  too  much  and  too  long  in  pupilage. 
She  was  in  her  own  nature  extremely  dila- 
tory and  timorous ; yet,  upon  fome  occa- 
fions,  pofitive  to  a great  degree.  And  when 
fhe  had  got  rid  of  thofe  who  had,  as  fhe 
thought,  given  her  the  moil  uneafinefs,  fhe 
was  inclined  to  flop,  and  entertain  a fancy 
of  aCting  upon  a moderating  fcheme,  from 
whence  it  was  very  difficult  to  remove  her. 
At  the  fame  time  I muft  confefs  my  be- 
lief, that  this  imagination  was  put  into  her 
head,  and  made  ufe  of  as  an  encourage- 
ment to  begin  that  work,  after  which  her 
advifers  might  think  it  eafier  to  prevail 
with  her  to  go  as  far  as  they  thought  fit. 
That  thefe  were  her  Majefty's  difpofitions 
in  that  conjuncture,  may  be  confirmed  by 
many  inflances.  In  the  very  height  of  the 
change,  fhe  appeared  very  loth  to  part  with 
two  great  officers  of  ftate  of  die  other  par- 
ty ; 
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ty;  and  fome,  whofe  abfence  the  new  mi- 
nifters  moil  eameilly  wifhed,  held  in  for 
above  two  years  after. 

Mr.  Harley,  who  a6led  as  firil  minifter 
before  he  had  the  ftaff,  as  he  was  a lover 
of  gentle  meafures,  and  inclined  to  pro- 
craftination,  fo  he  could  not,  with  any  de- 
cency, prefs  the  Queen  too  much  againft 
her  nature  ; becaufe  it  would  be  like  run- 
ning upon  the  rock  where  his  predeceilors 
had  fplit.  But,  violent  humours  running 
, both  in  the  kingdom  and  the  new  parlia- 
ment, againft  the  principles  and  perfons  of 
the  low-church  party,  gave  this  minifter  a 
very  difficult  part  to  play.  The  warm  mem- 
bers in  both  houfes,  efpecially  among  the 
commons,  prefted  for  a thorough  change, 
and  fo  did  almoft  all  the  Queen’s  new  i'er- 
yants,  efpecially  after  Mr.  Harley  was  made 
an  earl  and  high  treafurer.  He  could  not 
in  good  policy  own  lias  want  of  power,  nor 
fling  the  blame  upon  his  miftrcfs.  And,  as 
too  much  fecrefy  was  one  of  his  faults,  he 
would  often,  upon  thefe  occafions,  keep  his 
neareft  friends  in  the  dark.  The  truth  is, 
he  had  likewife  other  views,  which  were 
better  fuited  to  the  maxims  of  ftate  in  gene- 
ral, than  to  that  fttuation  of  affairs.  By  leav- 
ing many  employments  in  the  hands  of 
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the  difcontented  party,  he  fell  in  with  the 
Queen’s  humour,  he  hoped  to  acquire  the 
reputation  of  lenity,  and  kept  a great  num- 
ber of  expectants  in  order,  who  had  liberty 
to  hope,  while  any  thing  remained  undif- 
pofed  of.  He  feemed  alfo  to  think,  as  other 
minifters  have  done,  that  fince  factions  are 
neceflary  in  fuch  a government  as  ours,  it 
would  be  prudent  not  altogether  to  lay  the 
prefent  one  proftrate,  left  another  more 
plauftble,  and  therefore  not  fo  eafy  to 
grapple  with,  might  arife  in  its  Head. 

However,  it  is  certain  that  a great  part 
of  the  load  he  bore  was  unjuftly  laid  on 
him.  He  had  no  favourites  among  the 
Whig-party,  whom  he  kept  in  upon  the 
fcore  of  old  friendfhip  or  acquaintance; 
and  he  was  a greater  objeCt  of  their  hatred 
than  all  the  reft  of  the  miniftry  together. 
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MARTYRDOMofK. CHARLES  I. 

Preached  at  St.  Patrick’s,  Dublin,  Jan.  30, 

1 725-6,  being  Sunday. 

_ 

Genesis  xlix.  5,  6 , 7. 

Simeon  and  Levi  are  brethren ; infir  uments  of 
cruelty  are  in  their  habitations. 

0 my  foul,  come  not  thou  into  their  fecret , unto 
their  affembly  mine  honour  be  not  thou  united ; 
for  in  their  anger  they  flew  a man , and  in 
their  felf-will  they  digged  down  a wall. 

Curfed  be  their  anger , for  it  was  fierce ; and 
their  wrath,  for  it  was  cruel.  J will  divide 
them  in  Jacob,  and fcatter  them  in  Israel. 

I Know  very  well,  that  the  church  hath 
been  often  cenfured  for  keeping  holy 
this  day  of  humiliation,  in  memory  of 
that  excellent  King  and  blefied  Martyr 
Charles  I.  who  rather  chofe  to  die  on  a 
fcafFold  than  betray  the  religion  and  liber- 
ties of  his  people,  wherewith  God  and  the 
laws  had  entrufted  him.  But,  at  the  fame 
time,  it  is  manifeft  that  thofe  who  make 
fuch  cenfures  are  either  people  without 
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any  religion  at  all,  or  who  derive  their 
principles,  and  perhaps  their  birth,  from 
the  abettors  of  thofe  who  contrived  the 
murder  of  that  Prince,  and  have  not  yet 
fliewn  the  world  that  their  opinions  are 
changed.  It  is  alledged  that  the  obferva- 
tion  of  this  day  hath  ferved  to  continue 
and  encreafe  the  animofity  and  enmity 
among  our  country-men,  and  to  difunite 
Proteftants ; that  a law  was  made,  upon  the 
Refloration  of  the  Martyr’s  fon,  for  a gene- 
ral pardon  and  oblivion,  forbidding  all  re- 
proaches upon  that  occafion;  and,  fmce 
none  are  now  alive  who  were  a&ors  or  in- 
ftruments  in  that  tragedy,  it  is  thought 
hard  and  uncharitable  to  keep  up  the  me- 
mory of  it  for  all  generations.  Now,  be- 
caufe  I conceive  moft  of  you  to  be  igno- 
rant m many  particulars  concerning  that 
horrid  murder,  and  the  rebellion  which 
preceded  it ; I will, 

Firft,  relate  to  you  fo  much  of  the  ftory 
as  may  be  fufficient  for  your  information : 

Secondly,  I will  tell  you  the  confequences 
which  this  bloody  deed  had  upon  thefe 
kingdoms : 

And,  laftly,  I will  fhew  you  to  what  good 
ufes  this  folemn  day  of  humiliation  may 
be  applied. 

Z As 
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As  to  the  firft,  In  the  reign  of  this  Prince, 
Charles  the  Martyr,  the  power  and  prero- 
gative of  the  king  were  much  greater  than 
they  are  in  our  times,  and  fo  had  been  for 
at  leafl  700  years  before;  And  the  belt 
princes  we  ever  had  carried  their  power 
much  farther  than  the  blefled  Martyr  of- 
fered to  do  in  the  moll  blameable  part  of 
his  reign.  But,  the  lands  of  the  crown 
having  been  prodigally  be-Rowed  to  fa- 
vourites, in  the  preceding  reigns,  the  fuc- 
ceeding  kings  could  not  fupport  them- 
felves  without  taxes  railed  by  parliament ; ' 

which  put  them  under  a nccellity  of  fre- 
quently calling  thofe  aflfemblies:  And,  the 
crown-lands  being  gotten  into  the  hands 
of  the  nobility  and  gentry,  befide  the  pof- 
fellions  of  which  the  church  had  been 
robbed  by  Henry  VIII. ; power,  which  al- 
ways follows  property,  grew  to  lean  to  the 
fide  of  the  people,  by  whom  even  the  juft 
rights  of  the  crown  were  often  difputed. ’ 

But  further:  Upon  the  cruel  perfecu- 
tion  raifed  againft  the  Protellants,  under 
Queen  Mary,  among  great  numbers  who 
fled  the  kingdom  to  feek  for  lhelter,  feve- 
ral  went  and  refided  at  Geneva,  which  is 
a commonwealth  governed  without  a king) 
and  where  the  religion,  contrived  by  Cal- 
vin, 
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vin,  is  without  die  order  of  bifhops.  When 
the  Proteftant  faith  was  reftored  by  Queen 
Elizabeth,  thofe  who  fled  to  Geneva  re- 
turned among  th,e  reft  home  to  England, 
and  were  grown  fo  fond  of  the  govern- 
ment and  religion  of  the  place  they  had 
left,  that  they  ufed  all  poflible  endeavours 
to  introduce  both  into  their  own  country ; 
at  the  fame  time  continually  preaching 
and  railing  againft  ceremonies  and  diftindt 
habits  of  the  clergy,  taxing  whatever  they 
dilliked,  as  a remnant  of  Popery,  and 
continued  extremely  troublefome  to  the 
church  and  ftate,  under  that  great  Queen, 
as  well  as  her  fucceflor  King  James  I. 
Thefe  people  called  themfelves  Puritans , as 
pretending  to  a purer  faith  than  thofe' of 
the  church  eftablifhed.  And  thefe  were 
the  founders  of  our  diflenters.  They  did 
not  think  it  fufficient  to  leave  all  the  errors 
of  Popery,  but  threw  oflf  many  laudable 
.and  edifying  inftitutions  of  the  Primitive 
Church,  and,  at  laft,  even  the  government 
of  bilhops  ; which,  having  been  ordained 
by  the  apoftles  themfelves,  had  conti- 
nued without  interruption,  in  all  Glfiriftian 
•churches,  for  above  1500  years'  And  all 
this  they  did,  not  becaufe  thofe  things  were 
evil,  but  becaufe  they  were  kept  by  the 
--  3 Papifts. 
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Papifts.  From  thence  they  proceeded,  by 
degrees,  to  quarrel  with  the  kingly  go- 
vernment ; becaufe,  as  I have  already 
faid,  the  city  of  Geneva,  to  which  their 
fathers  had  flown  for  refuge,  was  a 
commonwealth,  or  government  of  the 
people. 

Thefe  Puritans,  about  the  middle  of  the 
Martyr’s  reign,  were  grown  to  be  a conli- 
derable  fadtion  in  the  kingdom,  and  in  the 
Lower  Houfe  of  parliament.  They  filled 
the  public  with  the  molt  falfe  and  bitter 
libels  againft  the  bifhops  and  clergy,  ac- 
cufing  chiefly  the  very  bed  among  them 
of  Popery  j and,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  grew  fo  infolent  and 
uneafy  to  the  King,  that  they  refufed  to 
fumifh  him  with  neceflary  fupplies  for 
the  fupport  of  his  family,  unlefs  upon 
jfuch  conditions  as  he  could  not  fubmit  to 
without  forfeiting  his  confcience  and  ho- 
nour, and  even  his  coronation-oath.  And, 
in  fuch  an  extremity,  he  was  forced  upon 
a practice,  no  way  juftifiable,  of  railing 
money ; for  which,  however,  he  had  the 
opinion  of  the  judges  on  his  fide:  For, 
wicked  judges  there  were  in  thofe  times  as 
well  as  in  ours.  There  were  likewife  mar 
ny  complaints,  and  fometimes  juftly,  made 
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againft  the  proceedings  of  a certain  court, 
called  the  Star-chamber,  a judicature  of 
great  antiquity,  but  had  fuffered  fome 
corruptions,  for  which,  however,  the  King 
was  no  way  anfwerable.  I cannot  re- 
coiled any  more  fubjeds  of  complaint 
with  the  lead  ground  of  reafon,  nor  is  it 
needful  to  recoiled  them,  becaufe  this  gra- 
cious King  did,  upon  the  fird  applicatiom 
redrefs  all  grievances  by  an  ad  of  parlia- 
ment, and  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  do 
any  hardfhips  for  the  future.  But,  that 
wicked  fadion  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
not  content  with  all  thofe  marks  of  his 
judice  and  condefcenfion,  urged  dill  for 
more ; and,  joining  with  a fadious  party 
from  Scodand,  who  had  the  fame  fancies 
in  religion,  forced  him  to  pafs  an  ad  for 
cutting  off  the  head  of  his  bed  and  chief 
minider  ; and,  at  die  fame  time,  compell- 
ed him,  by  tumults  and  threatnings  of 
a packt  rabble,  poifoned  with  the  fame 
dodrines,  to  pafs  another  law,  by  which 
it  fhould  not  be  in  his  power  to  didolve 
that  parliament  without  their  own  confent. 
Thus,  by  the  greated  weaknefs  and  infa- 
tuation that  ever  poffeded  any  man’s  fpirit, 
this  Prince  did  in  effed  fign  his  own  de- 
ftmdion.  For  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
Vol.XV.  M having 


Digitized  by  Google 


1 62  A SERMON  upon  the 

having  the  reins  in  their  own  hands, 
drove  on  furioufly;  fent  him  every  day 
fome  unreafonable  demand,  and,  when  he 
refufed  to  grant  it,  made  ufe  of  their  own 
power,  and  declared  that  an  ordinance  of 
both  Houfes,  without  the  King’s  confenr, 
fhould  be  obeyed  as  a law,  contrary  to  all 
reafon  and  equity,  as  well  as  to  the  fun- 
damental conftitution  of  the  kingdom. 

About  this  time  the  rebellion  in  Ireland 
broke  out,  wherein  his  parliament  refufed 
to  alTift  him ; nor  would  accept  his  offer 
to  come  hither  in  perfon  to  fubdue  thofe 
rebels.  Thefe,  and  a thoufand  other  bar- 
barities, forced  the  King  to  fummon  his 
loyal  fubje&s  to  his  ftandard  in  his  own 
defence.  Meanwhile  the  Englifh  parlia- 
ment, inflead  of  helping  the  poor  Proteft- 
ants  here,  feized  on  the  very  army  that 
his  Majefty  was  fending  over  for  our  re- 
lief, and  turned  them  againft  their  own 
Sovereign.  The  rebellion  in  England  con- 
tinued for  four  or  live  years : At  lad  the 
King  was  forced  to  fly  in  difguife  to  the 
Scots,  who  fold  him  to  the  rebels.  And 
rhefe  Puritans  had  the  impudent  cruelty  to 
try  his  iacred  perfon  in  a mock  court  of 
juftice,  and  cut  off  his  head;  which  he 
might  have  fared,  if  he  would  have  yield- 
ed 
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ed  to  betray  the  conftitution  in  church  and 
flate. 

In  this  whole  proceeding  Simeon  and 
Levi  were  brethren,  the  wicked  infinua- 
tions  of  thofe  fanatical  preachers  llirring 
tip  the  cruelty  of  the  foldiers,  who,  by 
force  of  arms,  excluded  from  the  Houfe 
every  member  of  parliament,  whom  they 
apprehended  to  bear  the  lead  inclination 
towards  an  agreement  with  the  King,  fuf- 
fering  only  thofe  to  enter  who  thirfted 
chiefly  for  his  blood ; and  this  the  very 
account  given  by  their  own  writers.  From 
whence  it  is  clear  that  this  Prince  was, 
in  all  refpecfts,  a real  martyr  for  the  true 
religion  and  the  liberty  of  his  people.  That 
odious  parliament  had  firft  turned  thd 
bilhops  out  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords ; in  a 
few  years  after,  they  murdered  their  King* 
then  immediately  aboliflied  the  whole 
Houfe  of  Lords  ; and  fo,  at  laft,  obtained 
their  willies,  of  having  a government  of 
the  people,  and  a new  religion,  both  after 
the  manner  of  Geneva,  without  a kin?,  a 
biihop,  or  a nobleman ; and  this  they 
blafphemoufly  called  the  kingdom  of 
Chrift  and  his  faints. 

This  is  enough  for  your  information  on 
the  firft  head:  I lhall  therefore  proceed 

Ms  to 
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to  the  fecond,  wherein  I will  Ihew  you  the 
miferable  confcqucnccs  which  that  abo- 
minable rebellion  and  murder  produced 
in  thefe  nations. 

Firft,  the  Irifh  rebellion  was  wholly  ow- 
ing to  that  wicked  Englifli  parliament. 
For  the  leaders  in  the  Irifh  Popilh  maflacre 
would  never  have  dared  to  ftir  a finger,  if 
they  had  not  been  encouraged  by  that  re- 
bellious fpirit  in  the  Englifli  Houfe  of 
Commons,  which  they  very  well  knew 
mull  difable  the  King  from  fending  any 
fupplies  to  his  Protcflant  fubjefts  here ; 
and,  therefore,  we  may  truly  fay  that  the 
Englifli  parliament  held  the  King’s  hands, 
while  the  Irifli  Pa  pi  its  here  were  cutting 
our  grandfathers  throats. 

Secondly,  That  murderous  Puritan-par- 
liament, when  they  had  all  in  their  own 
power,  could  not  agree  upon  any  one  me- 
thod of  fettling  a form  either  of  religion 
or  civil  government,  but  changed  every 
day  from  fchifm  to  fchifm,  from  hcrefy  to 
hcrefy,  and  from  one  faction  to  another. 
From  whence  arofc  that  wild  confufion 
Hill  continuing  in  our  fevcral  ways  of  ferv- 
ing  God,  and  tliofe  abfurd  notions  of  civil 
power,  which  have  fo  often  torn  us  with 

factions 


Digitized  by  Google 


Martyrdom  of  K.  Charles  I.  1 6$ 

factions  more  than  any  other  nation  in 
Europe. 

Thirdly,  To  this  rebellion  and  murder 
have  been  owing  the  rife  and  progrefs  of 
Atheifm  among  us.  For,  men  obferving 
what  numberlefs  villanies  of  all  kinds 
were  committed  during  twenty  years,  un- 
der pretence  of  zeal  and  the  reformation 
of  God’s  church,  were  eafily  tempted  to 
doubt  that  all  religion  was  a mere  impof- 
ture:  And  the  fame  fpirit  of  infidelity, 
fo  far  fpread  among  us  at  this  prefent,  is 
nothing  but  the  fruit  of  the  feeds  fown 
by  thofe  rebellious  hypocritical  faints. 

Fourthly,  The  old  virtue  and  loyalty,  and 
generous  fpirit  of  the  Englifi  nation,  were 
wholly  corrupted  by  the  power,  the  doc- 
trine, and  the  example  of  thofe  wicked 
people.  Many  of  the  antient  nobility  were 
killed,  and  their  families  extinft,  in  de- 
fence of  their  Prince  and  country,  or  mur- 
dered by  the  mercilcfs  courts  of  juf  ice. 
Some  of  the  worft  among  them  favoured, 
or  complied  with  the  reigning  iniquities, 
and  not  a few  of  the  new  fet  created,  when 
the  Martyr’s  fon  was  reftored,  were  fuch 
who  had  drank  too  deep  of  the  bad  prin- 
ciples then  prevailing. 

' * ■ * • • \ 
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Fifthly,  The  children  of  the  murdered 
Prince  were  forced  to  fly,  for  the  fafety  of 
their  lives,  to  foreign  countries ; where  one 
of  them,  at  leaft,  I mean  King  James  II. 
was  feduced  to  Popery ; which  ended  in  the 
lofs  of  his  kingdoms,  the  mifery  and  defola- 
tion  of  this  country,  and  a long  and  expen- 
five  war  abroad.  Our  deliverance  was  ow  ing 
to  the  valour  and  conduct  of  the  late  King ; 
and,  therefore,  we  ought  to  remember  him 
with  gratitude,  but  not  mingled  with  blaf- 
phemy  or  idolatry.  It  was  happy  that  his 
interefts  and  ours  were  the  fame : And 
God  gave  him  greater  fuccefs  than  our 
fins  deferved.  But,  as  a houfe  thrown 
down  by  a ftorm  is  feldom  rebuilt,  with- 
out fome  change  in  the  foundation  ; fo  it 
hath  happened,  that,  fince  the  late  Revo- 
lution, men  have  fate  much  loofer  in  the 
true  fundamentals  both  of  religion  and 
government,  and  factions  have  been  more 
violent,  treacherous,  and  malicious  than 
ever,  men  running  naturally  from  one  ex^ 
treme  into  another  ; and,  for  private  ends, 
taking  up  thofe  very  opinions  profefled  by 
the  leaders  in  that  rebellion,  which  carried 
the  blefled  Martyr  to  the  fcaffold. 

Sixthly,  Another  confequence  of  this 
horrid  rebellion  and  murder  was  the  de- 
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ftroying  or  defacing  fuch  vaft  numbers  of 
God’s  houfes.  In  their  felf-’will  they  digged 
down  a •wall.  If  a Ilranger  fhOuld  now  tra- 
vel in  England,  and  obferve  die  churches 
in  his  way,  he  could  not  otherwife  con- 
clude, than  that  fome  vaft  army  of  Turks 
or  Heathens  had  been  fent  on  purpofe  * 
to  ruin  and  blot  out  all  marks  of  Chrifti- 
anity.  They  fpared  neither  the  ftatues  of 
faints,  or  antient  prelates,  or  kings,  or  be- 
nefactors ; broke  down  the  tombs  and  mo- 
numents of  men  famous  in  their  genera- 
tions, feized  the  veflels  of  filver  fet  apart 
for  the  holieft  ufe,  tore  down  the  moft 
innocent  ornaments  both  within  and  with* 
out,  made  the  houfes  of  prayer  dens  of 
thieves,  or  ftables  for  cattle.  Thefe  were 
the  mildeft  effects  of  Puritan-zeal,  and  de. 
votion  for  Chrift ; and  this  was  what  them- 
felves  affected  to  call  a thorough  reforma- 
tion. In  this  kingdom  thofe  ravages  were 
not  fo  eafily  feen ; for  the  people  here  be- 
ing too  poor  to  raife  fuch  noble  temples, 
th^  mean  ones  we  had,  were  not  defaced, 
but  totally  deftroyed. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  is  certain,  that  al- 
though God  might  have  found  out  many 
other  ways  to  have  punifhed  a finful 
people,  without  permitting  this  rebellion 
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and  murder,  yet  as  the  courfe  of  the  world 
hath  run  ever  fince,  we  need  feek  for  no 
odier  caufes,*  of  all  the  public  evils  we 
have  hitherto  fufFered,  or  may  fuflfer  for 
the  future,  by  the  mi  Icon  duct  of  princes, 
or  wickednefs  of  the  people. 

I go  on  now  upon  the  third  head,  to 
fhew  you  to  what  good  ufes  this  folemn 
day  of  humiliation  may  be  applied. 

Firft,  It  may  be  an  inftrudtion  to  princes 
themfelves,  to  be  careful  in  the  choice  of 
thofe  who  are  their  advifers  in  matters  of 
law.  All  the  judges  of  England,  except  one 
or  tw;o,  advifed  the  King,  that  he  might 
legally  raife  money  upon  the  fubje&s  for 
building  of  fhips,  without  content  of  par- 
liament ; which,  as  it  was  the  grcatefl 
overfight  of  his  reign,  fo  it  proved  the 
principal  foundation  of  all  his  misfortunes. 
Princes  may  likewife  learn  from  hence, 
not  to  facrifice  a faithful  fervant  to  the 
rage  of  a faction,  nor  to  trull  any  body  of 
men  with  a greater  fhare  of  power  than 
the  laws  of  the  land  have  appointed  them, 
much  lefs  to  depofite  it  in  their  hands  un- 
til they  lliall  pleafe  to  reftore  it. 

Secondly,  By  bringing  to  mind  the  tra- 
gedy of  this  day,  and  the  confequences 
that  have  arifen  from  it,  we  Ikall  be  con- 
vinced 


Digitized  by  Google 


Martyrdom  of  K.  Charles L 169 

vinced  how  neceffary  it  is  for  thofe  in 
power  to  curb,  in  feafon,  all  fuch  unruly 
fpirits  as  defire  to  introduce  new  doctrines 
and  difcipline  in  the  church,  or  new  forms 
of  government  in  the  ftate.  Thofe  wicked 
Puritans  began,  in  Queen  Elizabeth’s  time, 
to  quarrel  only  with  furplices  and  other 
habits,  with  the  ring  in  matrimony,  the 
crofs  in  baptifm,  and  the  like  ; thence 
they  went  on  to  further  matters  of  higher 
importance,  and,  at  laft,  they  mull  needs 
have  the  whole  government  of  the  church 
diflolved.  This  great  work  they  compaff- 
ed,  firft,  by  depriving  die  bifhops  of  their 
feats  in  parliament,  then  they  abolifhed  the 
whole  order  ; and,  at  laft,  which  was  their 
original  defign,  they  feized  on  all  the 
church-lands,  and  divided  the  fpoil  among 
themfelves ; and,  like  Jeroboam,  made 
priefts  of  the  very  dregs  of  the  people. 
This  was  their  way  of  reforming  the 
church.  As  to  the  civil  government,  you 
have  already  heard  how  they  modelled  it 
upon  die  murder  of  their  King,  and  dif* 
carding  die  nobility.  Yet,  clearly  to  fhew 
what  a Babel  they  had  built,  after  twelve 
years  trial  and  twenty  feveral  forts  of  go- 
vernment ; the  nation,  grown  weary  of 
their  tyranny,  was  forced  tp  call  in  the 
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fon  of  him  whom  thofe  reformers  had  fa- 
crificed.  And  thus  were  Simeon  and  Levi 
divided  in  Jacob  and  fcattered  in  Ifrael. 

Thirdly,  Although  the  fuccefibrs  of  thofe 
Puritans,  I mean  our  prefent  diflenters, 
do  not  think  fit  to  obferve  this  day  of  hu- 
miliation ; yet,  fince  it  would  be  very 
proper  in  them,  upon  fome  occafions,  to 
renounce  in  a public  manner  thofe  prin- 
ciples upon  which  their  predeceflors  a<5led ; 
and  it  will  be  more  prudent  in  them  to  do 
fo,  becaufe  thofe  very  Puritans,  of  whom 
ours  are  followers,  found  by  experience, 
that,  after  they  had  overturned  the  church 
and  ftate,  murdered  their  King,  and  were 
projecting  what  they  called  a kingdom  of 
the  faints,  they  were  cheated  of  the  power 
and  pofieffions  they  only  panted  after,  by 
an  upftart  feet  of  religion  that  grew  out  of 
their  own  bowels,  who  fubjedted  them  to 
one  tyrant,  while  they  were  endeavouring 
to  fet  up  a thoufand. 

Fourthly,  Thofe  who  profefs  to  be  fol- 
lowers of  our  church  eftablifhed,  and  yet 
prefume  in  difeourfe  to  juftify  or  excufe 
that  rebellion,  and  murder  of  the  King, 
ought  to  confider,  how  utterly  contrary  all 
fuch  opinions  are  to  the  do&rine  of  Chriil 
and  his  apoftles,  as  well  as  to  the  articles 
<.  • of 


l 


Digitized  by  Google 


Martyrdom  of  K.  CharlesI.  171! 

of  our  church,  and  to  the  preaching  and 
practice  of  it’s  true  profeflors  for  above 
an  hundred  years.  Of  late  times,  indeed, 
and  I fpeak  it  with  grief  of  heart,  we  have 
heard  even  fermons  of  a ftrange  nature  ; 
although  reafon  would  make  one  think  it 
a very  unaccountable  way  of  procuring  fa- 
vour under  a monarchy,  by  palliating  and 
lefifening  the  guilt  of  thofe  who  murdered 
the  bell  of  Kings  in  cold  blood,  and,  for  a 
time,  deftroyed  the  very  monarchy  itfelf. 
Pray  God  we  may  never  more  hear  fuch 
docftrine  from  the  pulpit,  nor  have  it  fcat- 
tered  about  in  print,  to  poifon  the  people. 

Fifthly,  Some  general  knowledge  of  this 
horrid  rebellion  and  murder,  with  the  con- 
fequences  they  had  upon  thefe  nations, 
may  be  a warning  to  our  people  not  to  be-; 
lieve  a lie,  and  to  miftruft  thofe  deluding 
fpirits,  who,  imder  pretence  of  a purer  and 
more  reformed  religion,  would  lead  them 
from  their  duty  to  God  and  the  laws.  Poli- 
ticians may  fay  what  they  pleafe,  but  it  is 
no  hard  tiling  at  all  for  the  meaneft  per- 
fon,  who  hath  common  underftanding,  to 
know  whether  he  be  well  or  ill  governed. 
If  he  be  freely  allowed  to  follow  his  trade 
and  calling ; if  he  be  fecure  in  his  pro- 
perty, and  hath  the  benefit  of  the  law  to 
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defend  himfelf  againll  injuftice  and  op- 
preflion  : If  his  religion  be  different  from 
that  of  his  country,  and  the  government 
think  fit  to  tolerate  it,  (which  he  may  be 
very  fecure  of,  let  it  be  what  it  will ;)  he 
ought  to  be  fully  fatisfied,  and  give  no  of- 
fence, by  writing  or  difeourfe,  to  the  wor- 
ftiip  eftabliflied,  as  the  diffenting  preachers 
are  too  apt  to  do.  But,  if  he  hath  any  new 
vifions  of  his  own,  it  is  his  duty  to  be 
quiet  and  poffefs  them  in  filence,  without 
diflurbing  the  community  by  a furious 
zeal  for  making  profelytes.  This  was  the 
folly  and  madnefs  of  thofe  antient  Puritan 
fanatics : They  mull  needs  overturn  heaven 
and  earth,  violate  all  the  laws  of  God  and 
man,  make  their  country  a field  of  blood, 
to  propagate  whatever  wild  or  wicked  opi- 
nions came  into  their  heads,  declaring  all 
their  abfurdities  and  blafphemies  to  pro- 
ceed from  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

To  conclude  this  head.  In  anfwer  to  that 
objection  of  keeping  up  animofity  and 
hatred  between  Proteftants,  by  the  obfer- 
vation  of  this  day ; if  there  be  any  left,  or 
fort  of  people  among  us,  who  profefs  the 
fame  principles  in  religion  and  govern- 
ment which  thofe  Puritan  rebels  put  in 
practice;  I think  it.  is  the  interefl  of  all 
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thofe  who  love  the  church  and  king,  to 
keep  up  as  ftrong  a party  againfi:  them  as 
poffible,  until  they  lhall,  in  a body,  re- 
nounce all  thofe  wicked  opinions  upon 
which  their  predeceflors  a&ed,  to  the  dif- 
grace  of  Cliriflianity,  and  the  perpetual 
infamy  of  the  Englifh  nation. 

When  we  accufe  the  Papifts  of  the  hor- 
rid do<5lrine,  that  no  faith  ought  to  be 
kept  with  Heretics,  they  deny  it  to  a man  ; 
and  yet  we  jultly  think  it  dangerous  to 
trull  them,  becaufe  we  know  their  actions 
have  been  fometimes  fuitable  to  that  opi- 
nion : But  the  followers  of  thofe  who  be- 
headed the  Martyr  have  not  yet  renounced 
their  principles  5 and,  till  they  do,  they 
may  be  juftly  fufpedted  : Neither  will  the 
bare  name  of  Protellants  fet  them  right. 
For,  furely,  Chrill  requires  more  from  us 
than  a profellion  of  hating  Popery,  which 
a Turk  or  an  Athcill  may  do  as  well  as  a 
Protellant. 

If  an  enflaved  people  fhould  recover  their 
liberty,  from  a tyrannical  power  of  any 
fort,  who  could  blame  them  for  comme- 
morating their  deliverance  by  a day  of  joy 
and  thanklgiving  ? And  doth  not  the  de- 
ftrutflion  of  a church,  a king,  and  three 
kingdoms,  by  die  artifices,  hypocrify,  and 

cruelty 


Digitized  by  Google 


174  ^ SERMON  upon  the 

cruelty  of  a wicked  race  of  foldiers  and 
preachers,  and  other  fons  of  Belial,  equally1 
require  a folemn  time  of  humiliation  * 
efpecially  fince  the  confequences  of  thar 
bloody  fcene  ftill  continue,  as  I have  al-> 
ready  fhewn,  in  their  effects  upon  us. 

Thus  I have  done  with  the  three  heads 
I propofed  to  difcourfe  on.  But,  before  I 
conclude,  I muft  give  a caution  to  thofe 
who  hear  me,  that  they  may  not  think  I 
am  pleading  for  abfolute  unlimited  power 
in  any  one  man.  It  is  true,  all  power  is 
from  God,  and,  as  the  apoftle  fays,  The 
powers  that  be  are  ordained  of  God ; but  this 
is  in  the  fame  fenfe,  that  all  we  have  is 
from  God,  our  food  and  raiment,  and 
whatever  poffeffion  we  hold  by  lawful 
means.  Nothing  can  be  meant  in  thofe,  or 
any  other  words  of  Scripture,  to  juftify  ty- 
rannical power,  or  the  favage  cruelties  of 
thofe  Heathen  emperors  who  lived  in  the 
time  of  the  apoftles : And  fo  St,  Paul  con- 
cludes, The  powers  that  be  are  ordained  of  God; 
For  what  ? Why,  for  the  punifhment  of  evil 
doers,  and  the  praife,  the  reward  of  them  that 
do  well.  There  is  no  more  inward  value 
in  the  greateft  emperor,  than  in  the  mean- 
eft  of  his  fubjc&s  : His  body  is  compofed 
of  the  fame  fubftancc,  the  fame  parts,  and 
i with 
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with  the  fame  or  greater  infirmities:  His 
education  is  generally  worfe,  by  flattery,- 
and  idlenefs,  and  luxury,  and  thofe  evil 
difpofitions  that  early  power  is  apt  to  give. 
It  is  therefore  againft  common  fenfe,  that 
his  private  perfonal  interefl,  or  pleafure, 
fhould  be  put  in  the  balance  with  the  fafe- 
ty  of  millions,  every  one  of  which  is  his 
equal  by  nature,  equal  in  the  fight  of  God, 
equally  capable  of  falvation  ; and  it  is  for 
their  fakes,  not  his  own,  that  he  is  en- 
trufted  with  the  government  over  them. 
He  hath  as  high  trull  as  can  fafely  be  re- 
pofed  in  one  man,  and,  if  he  difcharge 
it  as  he  ought,  he  deferves  all  the  honour 
and  duty  that  a mortal  may  be  allowed 
to  receive.  His  perfonal  failings  we  have' 
nothing  to  do  with,  and  errors  in  govern-' 
ment  are  to  be  imputed  to  his  miniflers  in 
the  Hate.  To  what  height  thofe  errors 
may  be  fuffered  to  proceed,  is  not  the  bufi- ' 
nefs  ofi  this  day,  or  this  place,  or  of  my 
funrtion,  to  determine.  When  opprcflions 
grow  too  great  and  univerfal  to  be  borne 
nature  or  neceflity  may  find  a remedy' 
But,  if  a private  perfon  reafonably  experts 
pardon,  upon  his  amendment,  for  all  faults 
that  are  not  capital,  it  would  be  an  hard 
condition  indeed,  not  to  give  the  fame  al- . 
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lowance  to  a Prince  5 who  mull  fee  with 
other  mens  eyes,  and  hear  with  other 
mens  ears,  which  are  often  wilfully  blind 
and  deaf.  Such  was  the  condition  of  the 
Martyr,  and  is  fo,  in  fome  degree,  of  all 
other  princes.  Yet,  this  we  may  juftly  fay 
in  defence  of  the  common  people,  in  all 
civilized  nations,  that  it  mull  be  a very 
bad  government  indeed,  where  the  body 
of  the  fubjedts  will  not  rather  chufe  to 
live  in  peace  and  obedience,  than  take 
up  arms  on  pretence  of  faults  in  the  admi- 
niftration,  unlefs  where  the  vulgar  are 
deluded  by  falfe  preachers  to  grow  fond 
of  new  vifions  and  fancies  in  religion, 
which,  managed  by  dextrous  men,  for 
finifter  ends  of  malice,  envy  or  ambition, 
have  often  made  whole  nations  run  mad. 
This  \vas  exadlly  the  cafe  in  the  whole 
progrefs  of  that  great  rebellion,  and  the 
murder  of  King  Charles  I. ; but  the  late 
Revolution  under  the  Prince  of  Orange 
was  occafioncd  by  a proceeding  diredtly 
contrary,  the  opprcilion  and  injuilice  there 
beginning  from  the  throne.  For  that  un- 
happy  Prince,  King  James  II.  did  not  only 
invade  our  laws  and  liberties,  but  would 
have  forced  a falfe  religion  upon  his  fub- 
jects,  for  which  he  was  defervedly  rejected, 

2 lince 


. Digitized  by  Google 


Martyrdom  of  K.  Charles  I.  177 

fince  there  could  he  no  other  remedy 
found,  or  at  lead  agreed  on.  But,  under 
the  bleilqd  Martyr,  the  deluded  people 
would  have  forced  many  falfe  religions, 
not  only  on  their  fellow  fubjetts,  but  even 
upon  their  Sovereign  himfelf,  and  at  the 
fame  time  invaded  all  his  undoubted 
rights ; and,  becaufe  he  would  not  com- 
ply, raifed  a horrid  rebellion,  wherein,  by 
the  permifilon  of  God,  they  prevailed,  and 
put  their  Sovereign  to  death,  like  a com.- 
Won  criminal,  in  the  face  Qf  the  world.  ' 

Therefore,  thofe  who  feem  to  think  they 
cannot  otherwife  juftify  the  late  Jleyolu-r 
tion,  the  change  of  th,e  fucceffion, 
than  by  leffening  the  guilt  of  the  Puritans, 
4o  certainly  put  the  greatell  affront  ima- 
ginable upon  the  prefenr  powers,  by  fupr 
poling  any  relation,  or  refemblance,  be- 
tween that  rebellion  and  the  late  Rnyplti- 
tion  ■,  and,  confequentjy,  that  £he  prefgna 
jeftablilhment  is  tp  be  defended  by  the  fame 
arguments  which  thofe  ufurpers  made  ufe 
of,  yvho,  to  obtain  their  tyranny,  trampled 
•under  foot  all  die  laws  both  .of  God  and 

* * ' • i « *»  <•»«■  •*/>  « • • » * 

na  an. 

•One  great  defign  of  my  difcourfe  was  to 
give  yqu  warning  again!!  running  into 
^either  extreme  of  two  bad  opinions,  with 

Vo  i,.  XV,  N * relation 
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relation  to  obedience.  As  kings  are  called 
Gods  upon  earth,  fo  fome  would  allow 
them  aA  equal  power  with  God,  over  all 
laws  and  ordinances  ; and  that  the  liberty, 
and  property,  and  life,  and  religion  of  the 
fubjeft,  depended  wholly  upon  the  breath 
of  the  prince;  which  however,  I hope, 
was  never  meant  by  thofe  who  pleaded  for 
paflive  obedience.  And,  this  opinion  hath 
not  been  confined  to  that  party  which  was 
firft  charged  with  it,  but  hath  fometimes 
gone  over  to  the  other,  to  ferve  many  an 
evil  turn  of  intereft  01*  ambition,  who  have 
been  as  ready  to  enlarge  prerogative, 
where  they  could  find  their  own  account, 
as  the  higheft  maintainers  of  it. 

On  the  other  fide,  fome  look  upon  kings 
as  anfwerable  for  every  miflake  or  omif- 
fion  in  government,  and  bound  to  comply 
with  the  moft  unrealbnable  demands  of  an 
unquiet  faftion,  which  was  the  cafe  cf 
thole  who  perfecuted  the  blefTed  martyr  of 
this  day  from  his  tlirone  to  the  fcaffbld. 

Between  thefe  two  extremes,  it  is  cafy, 
from  what  hath  been  faid,  to  chufe  a 
middle ; to  be  good  and  loyal  fubjects,  yet, 
according  to  your  power,  faithful  aflertors 
of  your  religion  and  liberties.  To  avoid 
all  broachers  and  preachers  of  new-fangled 
5 do<5trines 
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do&rines  in  the  church  } to  be  ob- 
servers of  the  laws,  which  cannot  be 
juftly  taken  from  you  without  your  own 
confent.  In  Ihort,  to  obey  God  and  the  king, 
and  meddle  not  ivith  thofe  ivho  are  given  to 
change . 

Which  that  you  may  ail  do,  &>c. 
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COURT  and  EMPIRE  of  JAPAN. 

Written  in  mdccxxviii. 

REGOGE  was  the  thirty-fourth  Em- 
peror of  Japan,  and  began  his  reign 
in  the  year  341  of  the  Chriflian  sera,  fuc- 
ceeding  to  Nena,  a Princefs  who  governed 
with  great  felicity,  , 

There  had  been  a revolution  in  that  em- 
pire about  twenty-fix  years  before,  which 
made  fome  breaches  in  the  hereditary  line} 
and  Regoge,  fuccefior  to  Nena,  although 
of  the  royal  family,  was  a diijant  relation. 

There  were  two  violent  parties  in  die 
empire,  which  began  in  the  time  of  die  re- 
volution above-mentioned ; and,  at  the 
death  of  the  Emprefs  Nena,  were  in  the 
higheft  degree  of  animofity,  each  charging 
the  other  with  a defign  of  introducing  new 
'Gods,  and  changing  the  civil  conftitutioja. 
The  names  of  diefe  two  parties  were  Hu- 
figes  and  Yortcs,  The  latter  were  thofe 
■ A • ‘ • »’li£A» 
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Whom  Nena,  the  late  Emprefs,  mod  favour- 
ed towards  the  end  of  her  reign,  and  by 
whofe  advice  fhe  governed. 

The  Hufige  fa<51ion,  enraged  at  their  lofs 
of  poVer,  made  private  applications  to  Re- 
goge  during  the  life  of  the  Emprefs ; which 
prevailed  fo  far,  that,  upon  her  death,  the 
new  Emperor  wholly  difgraced  the  Yortes, 
and  employed  only  the  Hufiges  in  all  his 
affairs.  The  Japancfe  Author  highly  blames 
his  Imperial  Majefty’s  proceeding  in  this 
affair ; becaufe,  it  was  allowed  on  all  hands, 
that  he  had  then  a happy  opportunity  of 
reconciling  parties  for  ever  by  a moderat- 
ing fcheme.  But  he,  on  the  contrary,  be- 
gan his  reign  by  openly  difgracing  the 
principal  and  mod  popular  Yortes,  fome  of 
which  had  been  chiefly  inftrumental  in 
raifing  him  to  the  throne.  By  this  mif- 
taken  flep  he  occafloned  a rebellion ; which, 
although  it  were  foon  quelled  by  fome 
very  furprifing  turns  of  fortune,  yet  the 
fear,  whether  real  or  pretended,  of  new 
attempts,  engaged  him  in  fuch  immenfe 
charges,  that,  inftead  of  clearing  any  part 
of  that  prodigious  debt  left  on  his  king- 
dom by  the  former  war,  which  might  have 
been  done  by  any  tolerable  management, 
in  twelve  years  of  the  moft  profound 
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peace;  he  left  his  empire  loaden  with  a* 
vaft  addition,  to  the  old  incumbrance. 

This  Prince,  before  he  fucceeded  to  the 
empire  of  Japan,  was  King  of  Tedfu,  a 
dominion  feated  on  the  continent,  to  the. 
weft-fide  of  Japan.  Tedfu  was  the  place 
of  his  birth,  and  more  beloved  by  him 
than  his  new  empire ; for  there  he  fpent 
fome  months  almoft  every  year,  and  thither 
was  fuppofed  to  have  conveyed  great  fums 
of  money,  faved  out  of  his  imperial  re- 
venues. 

There  were  two  maritime  towns  of  great 
importance  bordering  upon  Tedfu:  Of  thefe 
he  purchafed  a litigated  tide ; and,  to  fup- 
port  it,  was  forced  not  only  to  entrench 
deeply  on  his  Japanefe  revenues,  but  to 
engage  in  alliances  very  dangerous  to  die 
Japanefe  empire. 

Japan  was  at  that  time  a limited  mo* 
narchv,  which  fome  authors  are  of  opi- 
nion was  introduced  there  by  a detach- 
ment from  the  numerous  army  of  Bren- 
nus,  who  ravaged  a great  part  of  Alia ; 
and,  thofe  of  them  who  fixed  in  Japan,  left 
behind  them  that  kind  of  military  infiitu- 
tion,  which  the  northern  people,  in  enfuing 
figes,  carried  through  moft  parts  of  Europe; 
the  generals  becoming  kings,  the  great 
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officers  a fenate  of  nobles,  with  a reprefen- 
tative  from  every  ceptenary  of  private  fol- 
diers  ; and,  in  the  adept  of  the  majority  in 
thefe  two  bodies,  confirmed  by  the  general, 
the  legiflature  confifted. 

I need  not  farther  explain  a matter  fo 
univerfally  known ; but  return  to  pay  fub- 
jea. 

The  Hufige  faction,  by  a grofs  piece  of 
negligence  in  the  Yortes,  had  fo  far  insi- 
nuated themfelves  and  their  opinions  into 
the  favour  of  Regoge  before  he  came  to 
the  empire,  that  this  Prince  firmly  be- 
lieved them  to  be  his  only  true  friends, 
and  the  others  his  mortal  enemies.  By 
this  opinion  he  governed  ah  the  actions  of 
his  reign. 

« The  Emperor  died  Suddenly,  ip  his  jour- 
ney to  Tedfu;  where,  according  to  his 
ufual  cuflom,  he  was  going  to  pafs  the 
fummer. . 

This  Prince,  during  his  whole  reign,  con- 
tinued an  abfolute  flranger  to  the  lan- 
guage, die  manners,  the  laws,  and  the 
religion  of  Japan;  and,  paffing  his  whole 
time  among  old  miftrefies,  or  a few 
privados,  left  the  whole  management  of 
the  empire  in  the  hands  of  a minifter, 
upon  the  condition  of  being  made  eafy 
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in  his  perfonal  revenues,  and  the  Mi* 
nagerhent  of  parties  in  the  fenate.  His 
laft  Minifler,  who  governed  in  the  fttoft 
arbitrary  manner  for  feveral  years,  he  was 
thought  to  hate  more  than  He  did  any  Other 
perfoh  iii  Japdn,  except  his  only  foil,  the 
hcif  to  the  empire.  The!  diflike  he  bord 
to  the  former  was,  becaufe  the  minifies 
tinder  pretence  that  he  ebuld  ndt  govern  the 
fenate  without  difpofmg  of  employments 
among  them,  wbuld  not  fuffer  his  matter 
tb  dblige  one  fingle  perfoh,  but  difpofed 
cf  dll  to  his  own  relations  and  dependents. 
But;  as  to  that  continued  and  virulent 
hatred  he  bore  to  the  Prince  his  fort,  from 
the  begirinihg  of  his  reign  td  his  death,  the 
Hiftorian  hath  not  accounted  for  it,  further 
than  by  Various  conjectures,  which  do 
not  defefve  to  be  related. 

The  mihiftef  abbve  mentioned  wds  Of  a 
family  not  contemptible,  had  been  early 
a fenaior,  and  from  his  youth  a mortal 
Cherny  tb  the  Yortes.  He  had  been  for- 
merly difgraced  in  the  fenate,  for  fome 
frauds  in  the  management  of  a public  truft. 
He  was  perfectly  Ikilled,  by  long  practice, 
jri  die  fenatorial  forms ; and  dextrous  in 
the  pUrehafirig  of  votes,  from  thofe  who 
feould  find  their  accounts  better  in  com- 
plying 
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flying  with  his  meafures,  than  they 
could  probably  lofe  by  any  tax  that  might 
be  charged  on  the  kingdom.  He  feemed 
to  fail,  iii  point  of  policy,  by  not  conceal- 
ing his  gettings,  never  fcrupling  openly 
to  lay  out  Vaft  fums  of  money  in  paintings, 
buildings,  and  ptirchafing  eftates;  when 
it  was  knowh,  that,  upon  his  firft  coming 
into  bufmefs,  upon  the  death  of  die  Em- 
prefs  Nena,  his  fortune  was  but  inconfi- 
derable.  He  had  the  moil  boldnefs,  and  the 
lead  magnanimity  that  ever  any  mortal 
was  endowed  with.  By  enriching  his  re- 
lations, friends,  and  dependants,  in  a moft 
exorbitant  manner,  he  was  weak  enough 
to  imagine  that  he  had  provided  a fup- 
port  againft  an  evil  day.  He  had  the 
beft  among  ail  falfe  appearances  bf  cou- 
rage, which  was  a moft  unlimited  af- 
furance,  whereby  he  would  fwagger  the 
boldeft  men  into  a dread  of  his  power, 

> but  had  not  the  fmalleft  portion  of 
magnanimity,  growing  jealous,  and  dif- 
gracing  every  man,  who  was  known  to 
bear  die  leaft  civility  to  thofe  he  dif- 
liked.  He  had  fome  fmall  fmattering  in 
books,  but  no  manner  of  politenefs  ; nor? 
in  his  whole  life,  was  ever  known  to  ad* 
Vance  any  one  perfon,  upon  the  fcore  of 
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wit,  learning,  or  abilities  for  bufinefs. 
The  whole  fyftem  of  his  miniftry  was  cor- 
ruption ; and  he  never  gave  bribe  or  pen- 
lion,  without  frankly  telling  the  receivers 
what  he  expected  from  them,  and  threat- 
ning  diem  to  put  an  end  to  his  bounty, 
if  they  failed  to  comply  in  every  circum- 
ftap,ce. 

A few  months  before  the  Emperor’s  death, 
there  was  a deiign  concerted  between  fome 
eminent  perfons  of  both  parties,  whom  the 
defperate  date  of  the  empire  had  united,  to 
aecufe  the  minilter  af  the  firft  meeting  of 
a hew  chofen  fenate,  which  was  then  to 
aflemble  according  to  the  laws  of  that  em- 
pire. And  it  was  believed,  that  die  vaft  ex- 
pence he  mull  he  at  in  chufing  an  aflembly 
proper  for  his  purpofe,  added  to  the  low 
date  of  the  treafury,  the  emcrealing  num- 
ber of  penlioners,  the  great  difcontent  of 
die  people,  and  the  perfonal  hatred  of  the 
Emperor;  would,  if  well  laid  open  in  the 
fenate,  be  of  weight  enough  to  link  die 
minifter,  when  it  Ihould  appear  to  his  very 
penlioners  and  creatures  that  he  could  not 
fupply  them  much  longer. 

While  this  fcheme  was  in  agitation,  an 
account  came  of  the  Emperor’s  death,  and 
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the  Prince  his  fon,  with  univerfal  joy, 
mounted  the  throne  of  Japan. 

. The  new  Emperor  had  always  lived  a 
private  life,  during  the  reign  of  his  father  \ 
who,  in  his  annual  abfence,  never  trufted 
him  more  than,  once  with  the  reins  of  go-, 
vemment,  which  he  held  fo  evenly  that  he 
became  too  popular  to  be  confided  in  any 
more.  He  was  thought  not  unfavourable 
to  the  Yortes,  at  leaft  not  altogether  to 
approve  the  virulence  wherewith  his  fa- 
ther proceeded  againft  them  ;*  and  there- 
fore, immediately  upon  his  fucceflion,  the 
principal  persons  of  that  denomination 
came,  in  feveral  bodies,  to  kifs  tire  hem 
of  his  garment,  whom  he  received  with 
great  courtefy,  and  Come  of  them  with 
particular  marks  of  diffindfion. 

The  Prince,  during  the  reign  of  his  fa- 
ther, having  not  been  trufted  with  any 
public  charge,  employed  his  leifure  in 
learning  the  language,  the  religion,  the 
cuftoms,  and  difpofition  of  the  Japanefe* 
wherein  he  received  great  information, 
among  others,  from  Nomptoc,  matter  of 
his  finances,  and  prefident  of  the  fcnate, 
who  fecretly  hated  Lelop-Aw,  the  minifter; 
and  likewife  from  Ramneli,  a moll  emi- 
jaent  fenator , who,  dcfpairing  to  do  any 
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good  with  the  father,  had,  with  great  in* 
duftry,  ikill,  and  decency,  ufed  his  endea- 
vour to  inftil  gOod  principles  into  the 
young  Prince. 

Upon  the  news  of  the  fonder  Emperor’s 
death,  a grand  council  was  fummoned  of 
courie,  where  little  palled  befides  directing 
the  ceremony  of  proclaiming  the  Succeflor. 
But,  in.  fome  days  after,  the  new  Emperor 
having  cOrtfuked  with  thofe  periods  in 
whom  he  could  chiefly  Confide,  add  ma- 
turely confidered  in  his  own  mind  the  pre- 
sent (late  of  his  affairs,  as  well  as  the 
difpofition  of  his  people,  convoked  ano- 
ther afiembly  of  his  council ; wherein,  af- 
ter fome  time  fpent  in  general  bufinefs, 
fuitable  to  the  prefent  emergency,  he  di- 
rected Lelop-Aw  to  give  him,  in  as  fhort 
terms  as  he  conveniently  could,  an  account 
of  the  nation’s  debts,  of  his  management 
in  the  fenate,  and  his  negotiations  with  fo- 
reign courts  : Which  that  minifter  having 
delivered,  according  to  his  ufual  manner, 
with  much  affurance  and  little  fatisfaction, 
the  Emperor  defired  to  be  fully  fatisfied  in 
the  following  particulars. 

Whether  the  vaft  expence  of  chufing  fuch 
members  into  the  fenate,  as  would  be  con- 
tent 
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tent  to  do  the  public  bulinefs,  were  abfo- 
lutely  neceflgry  ? 

Whether  thofe  members,  thps  chofen 
in,  would  crofs  and  impede  the  neceflary 
courfe  of  affairs,  unlefs  they  were  fupplied 
with  great  fums  pf  money,  and  continued 
pejifions  ? 

Whether  the  fame  corruption  and  per- 
verfenefs  were  to  be  expelled  from  the 
Nobles  ? 

Whether  the  empire  of  Japan  were  in  fo 
low  a condition,  that  the  imperial  envoys, 
at  foreign  courts,  mult  be  forced  to  purr 
Chafe  alliances,  or  prevent  a war  by  im- 
menfe  bribes,  given  to  the  minilters  of  all 
the  neighbouring  Princes  ? 

Why  the  debts  of  the  empire  were  fo 
prodigioully  adyanced,  in  a peace  of  twelve 
years  at  home  and  abroad  ? 

Whether  the  Yortes  were  univerfally 
enemies  to  the  religion  and  laws  of  the 
Empire,  and  tp  the  Imperial  Family  now 
reigning  ? 

Whether  thofe  perfons,  whofe  revenues 
eonfift  in  lands,  do  not  give  Purer  pledges 
jpf  fidelity  tp  the  public,  and  are  more  in- 
jterefted  in  the  welfare  of  the  empire,  than, 
^others  wjiofp  fortunes  cpnfift  only  in  mor 
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And  becaufe  Lelop-Aw,  for  Several  years 
paft,  had  engroffed  the  whole  adminiftra-* 
tion,  the  Emperor  fignified,  that  from  him 
alorie  he  expeCbed  an  anfwer. 

This  minifter,  who  had  fagaeity  enough 
to  cultivate  an  intereft  in  the  young  Prince's 
family,  during  the  late  Emperor's  life,  re* 
ceived  early  intelligence  from  one  of  his 
emiffaries  of  what  was  intended  at  the 
council,  and  had  fufficient  time  to  frame 
as  plaufible  an  anfwer  as  his  caufe  and  Con- 
duct would  allow.  However,  having  de^ 
fired  a few  minutes  to  put  his  thoughts  in 
order,  he  delivered  them  in  the  following 
manner. 

SIR; 

Upon  this  ihort  unexpected  warning,  t<5 
anfwer  your  Imperial  Maj  city’s  queries  I 
Ihould  be  wholly  at  alofs,  in  your  Majeily’s 
auguft  prefencc,  and  that  of  this  moil  noble 
aflembly,  if  I were  armed  with  a weaker 
defence  than  my  own  loyalty  and  inte- 
grity, and  the  profperous  fuccefs  of  my 
endeavours. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  death  of  the 
Emprefs  Ncna  happened  in  a moll  miracu- 
lous juncture*,  and  that,  if  flie  had  lived 
two  months  longer,  your  illuftrious  family 

would 


I 


Digitized  by  Googl 


and  Empire/  J a p A n.'  191 

would  have  bben  deprived  of  your  rights 
and  we  Ihould  have  feeii  an  ufurper  upon 
your  throne,  who  would  have  wholly 
changed  the  conftitution  of  this  empire* 
both  civil  and  facred  ; and  although  that 
Emprefs  died  in  a moll  opportune  feafon, 
yet  the  peaceable  entrance  of  your  Majef- 
ty’s  father  was  effedled  by  a continual  fe* 
ries  of  miracles.  The  truth  of  this  appears 
by  that  unnatural  rebellion  Which  the  Yor- 
tes  raifed,  without  the  leall  provocation; 
in  the  firll  year  of  the  late  Emperor’s  reign* 
which  may  be  fufficient  to  convince  your 
Majelty,  that  every  foul  of  that  denomina- 
tion was,  is,  and  will  be  for  ever,  a favourer 
of  the  Pretender,  a mortal  enemy  to  your 
illuftrious  family,  and  an  introducer  of 
new  Gods  into  the  empire.  Upon  this  foun*- 
dation  was  built  the  whole  conduct  of  our 
affairs  ; and,  fince  a great  majority  of  the 
kingdom  was  at  that  time  reckoned  to  fa*- 
vour  the  Yortes  faction,  who,  in  the  regu- 
lar courfe  of  elections,  mull  certainly  be 
chofen  members  of  the  fenate  then  to  be 
•convoked ; it  was  neceffary,  by  the  force 
of  money,  to  influence  ele&ions  in  fuc& 
a manner,  that  your  Majefty’s  father  might 
•have  a fufficient  number  to  weigh  down 
the  fcale  on  his  fide,  and  thereby  carry  on 
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thofe  meafures  which  could  only  fecure 
him  and  his  family  in  the  pbfleflion  of 
the  empire.  To  fupport  this  original  plan 
I came  into  the  fervice : But  the  members 
of  the  fenate,  knowing  themfelves  every 
day  more  neceflary,  upon  the  chufing  of 
a new  fenate,  I found  the  charges  to  en- 
creafe  ; and  that,  after  they  were  chofen, 
they  infilled  upon  an  increafe  of  their  pern 
fions ; becaufe  they  well  knew  that  the 
work  could  not  be  carried  on  without 
them : And  I was  more  general  in  my 
donatives,  becaufe  I thought  it  was  more 
for  the  honour  of  the  crown,  that  every 
vote  fhould  pafs  without  a divifion  ; and 
that,  when  a debate  was  propofed,  it  fhould 
immediately  be  .quafhed,  by  putting  the 
queftion. 

• Sir,  The  date  of  the  prefent  fenate  is 
expired,  and  your  Imperial  Majefty  is  now 
to  convoke  a new  one  ; which,  I confefs, 
will  be  fomewhat  more  expensive  than  the 
iaft,  becaufe  the  Yortes,  from  your  favour*- 
able  reception,  have  begun  to  reafTume  a 
fpirit  whereof  the  country  had  feme  intclr 
•Jigence  ; and  we  know  the  majority  of 
the  people,  without  proper  management, 
would  be  Hill  in  that  fatal  interefl.  How- 
ever, I d?.re  undertake,  wifh  tire  .charge 
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only  of  four  hundred  thoufand  fprangs  *, 
to  return  as  great  a majority  of  fenators  of 
the  true  damp,  as  your  Majefty  can  defire. 
As  to  the  fums  of  money  paid  in  foreign 
courts,  I hope,  in  feme  years,  to  eafe  the 
nation  of  them,  when  we  and  our  neigh- 
bours come  to  a good  underftanding. 
However,  I will  he  bold  to  fay,  they  are 
cheaper  than  a war,  where  your  Majefty  is 
to  he  a principal.  • 

The  penfions,  indeed,  to  fenators  and 
Other  perfons,  muft  needs  increafe,  from 
the  reftivenefs  of  fome,  and  fcrupulous 
nature  of  others  ; and  the  new  members, 
who  are  unpraitifed,  mull  have  better  en- 
couragement. However,  I dare  undertake 
to  bring  the  eventual  charge  within 
eight  hundred  thoufand  fprangs.  But,  to 
make  this  eafy,  there  fhall  be  new  funds 
raifed,  of  which  I have  feveral  fchemes 
ready,  without  taxing  bread  or  flefh,  which 
fhall  be  referred  to  more  pr effing  occa- 
sions. 

Your  Majefty  knows  it  is  the  laudable  cuf- 
tomof  all  Eaftem  princes,  to  leave  the  whole 
management  of  affairs,  both  civil  and  mi- 

* About  a million  Staling. 
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litary,  to  their  Vifirs.  Tlie  appointments 
for  your  family,  and  private  purfe,  fhall 
exceed  thofe  of  your  , predeceflors : You 
fliall  be  at  no  trouble,  further  than  to  ap- 
pear fometimes  in -council,  and  leave  the 
reft  to  me : You  fliall  hear  no  clamour  or 
complaints : Your  fenate  fliall,  upon  occa- 
fions,  declare  you  the  beft  of  princes,  the 
father  of  your  country,  the  arbiter  of  Alia, 
the  defender  of  the  oppreffed,  and  the  de- 
light of  mankind.  - 

Sir,  Hear  not  thofe  who  would  moil 
falfely,  impioully,  and  malicioufly  inli- 
nuate,  that  your  government  can  be  car- 
ried on  without  that  wholefome,  neceflary 
expedient,  of  Iharing  die  public  revenue 
with  your  faithful  del'erving  fenators.  This, 
I know,  my  enemies  are  plcafed  to  call 
bribery  and  corruption.  Be  it  fo:  But  I 
inlift,  that,  without  this  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption, the  wheels  of  government  will 
•not  turn,  or  at  leaft  will  be  apt  to  take 
fire,  like  other  wheels,  unlefs  they  be 
greafed  at  proper  times.  If  an  angel  from 
heaven  Jfhould  defeend,  to  govern  this  em- 
pire upon  any  other  fcheme  than  what  our 
enemies  call  corruption,  he  mull  return 
from  whence  he  came,  and  leave  the  work 
undone. 
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• • S 1 r,  It  is  well  known  we  are  a trad- 
. ing-  nation,  and  confequently  cannot  thrive 
in  a bargain  where  nothing  is  to  .:  be 
gained.  The  poor  electors,  who  run  from 
their  fhops,  or  the  plough,  for  the  fervice 
of  their  country,  are  they  not  to  be  con- 
fidered  for  their  labour  and  their  loyalty  ? 
The  candidates,  who,  with  the  hazard  of  • 
their  perfotis,  the  lofs  of  their  characters, 
and  the  ruin  of  .their  fortunes,  are  preferred 
to  the  fenate,  in  a country  where  they  are 
llrangers,  before  the  very  lords  of  the  foil ; 
are  they  not  to  be  rewarded  for  their  zeal 
to  your  Majefty’s  fervice,  and  qualified  to 
live  in  your  metropolis  as  becomes  the 
luftre  of  their  ftations  ? 

S 1 r,  If  I have  given  great  numbers  of 
the  mod:  profitable  employments  among 
my  own  relations  and  neateft  allies,  it  was 
not  out  of  any  partiality,  but  becaufe  I 
know  them  be  ft,  and  can  beft  depend  up- 
on them.  I have  been  at  the  pains  to 
mould  and  cultivate  their  opinions.  Abler 
heads  might  probably  have  been  found, 
but  they  would  not  be  equally  under  my 
direction.  A huntfman,  who  hath  the  ab- 
folute  command  of  his  dogs,  will  hunt 
more  effectually  than  with  a better  pack, 
to  whofe  manner  and  cry  he  is  a ftranger. 

O a Sir, 
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Sir,  Upon  the  whole,  I will  appeal  to 
all  thofe  who  beft  knew  your  royal  father, 
whether  that  blefied  monarch  had  ever  one 
anxious  thought  for  the  public,  or  difap- 
pointment,  or  uneafinefs,  or  want  of  money 
for  all  his  occafions,  during  the  time  of  my 
admin  iff  ration  ? And,  how  happy  the 
people  confefled  themfelves  to  be  under 
fuch  a king,  I leave  to  their  own  nu- 
merous addrefics ; which  all  politicians 
will  allow  to  be  the  moll  infallible  proof 
how  any  nation  (lands  affected  to  their 
fovereign. 

Lelop-Aw,  having  ended  his  fpeech  and 
ftruck  his  forehead  thrice  againft  die  table, 
as  the  cuftom  is  in  Japan,  fate  down  with 
great  complacency  of  mind,  and  much 
applaufe  of  his  adherents,  as  might  be 
obferved  by  their  countenances  and  their 
whifpers.  But  the  Emperor’s  behaviour 
was  remarkable ; for,  during  the  whole 
harangue,  he  appeared  equally  attentive 
and  uneafy.  After  a fhort  paufe,  his  Ma- 
jefty  commanded  that  fome  other  coun- 
fellor  fhould  deliver  his  thoughts,  either 
to  confirm  or  objett  againft  what  had  been 
fpoken  by  Lelop-Aw. 
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WRITER  of  the  Occasional  Paper., 
[Vide  the  Craftsman,  1727.] 

SIR, 

Although,  in  one  of  your  Papers,  you 
declare  an  intention  of  turning  them, 
during  the  dead  feafon  of  the  year,  into 
accounts  of  domeftic  and  foreign  intelli- 
gence 1 yet  I think  we,  your  correfpon- 
dents,  fhould  not  underftand  your  mean- 
ing io  literally,  as  if  you  intended  to  reject 
inferting  any  other  paper,  which  might 
probably  be  ufeful  for  the  public.  Neither, 
indeed,  am  I fully  convinced  that  this  new 
courfe  you  refolve  to  take  will  render  you 
more  fecure  than  your  former  laudable 
practice,  of  inferting  fuch  fpeculations  as 
were  fent  you  by  feveral  well- withers  to 
the  good  of  the  kingdom  ; however  grat- 
ing fuch  notices  might  be  to  fome,  who 
wanted  neither  power  nor  inclination  to 
refent  them  at  your  coft.  For,  lince  there 
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is  a direCt  law  againft  fpreading  falfe 
news,  if  you  ftiould  venture  to  tell  us  in 
one  of  the  Craftfmen  that  the  Dey  of 
Algiers  had  got  the  tooth-ach,  or  the  King 
of  Bantam  had  taken  a purge,  and  the  fads 
fhould  be  contradicted  in  fucceeding  pac- 
quets  } I do  not  fee  what  plea  you  could 
offer  to  avoid  the  utmoft  penalty  of  the 
law,  becaufe  you  are  not  fuppofed  to  be 
very  gracious  among  thofe  who  are  moft 
able  to  hurt  you. 

Bcfides,  as  I take  your  intentions  to  be 
fmcerely  meant  for  the  public  fervice,  fo 
your  original  method  of  entertaining  and 
inftruCting  us  will  be  more  general  and 
more  ufeful  in  this  feafon  • of  the  year, 
when  people  are  retired  to  amufements 
more  cool,  more  innocent,  and  much  more 
reafonablc  than  thofe  they  have  left ; when 
their  paffions  are  fubfided  or  fufpended; 
when  they  have  no  occafions  of  inflaming 
themfelves,  or  each  other ; where  they 
will  have  opportunities  of  hearing  com- 
mon fenfe,  every  day  in  the  week,  from 
their  tenants  or  neighbouring  farmers,  and 
thereby  be  qualified,  in  hours  of  rain  or 
leifure,  to  read  and  confider  the  advice  or 
information  you  fliall  fend  them, 

-*  • . . Another 
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Another  weighty  reafon  why  you  fhould 
not  alter  your  manner  of  writing,  by 
dwindling  to  a news-monger,  is  becaufe 
there  is  no-fufpenfion  of  arms  agreed  on 
between  you  and  your  adverfaries,  who 
fight  with  a fort  of  weapons  which  have 
two  wonderful  qualities,  that  they  are  ne- 
ver to  be  worn  out,  and  are  beft  wielded  by 
the  weakeft  hands,  and  which  the  poverty 
of  our  language  forceth  me  to  call  by  the 
trite  appellations  of  Scurrility,  Slander,  and 
Billingfgate.  I am  far  from  thinking  that 
thefe  gentlemen,  or  rather  their  employers, 
(for  the  operators  themfelves  are  too  ob~ 
feure  to  be  guefled  at)  fhould  be  anfwered 
after  their  own  way,  although  it  were  pof- 
lible  to  drag  them  out  of  their  obfeurity  ; 
but  I wifh  you  would  enquire  what  real 
ufe  fuch  a conduct  is  to  the  caufe  they 
have  been  fo  largely  paid  to  defend.  The 
author  of  the  three  firft  Occafional  Letters, 
a perfon  altogether  unknown,  hath  been 
thought  to  glance  (for  what  reafons  he 
beft  knows)  at  fome  public  proceedings, 
as  if  they  were  not  agreeable  to  his  private 
opinions.  In  anfwer  to  this,  the  pam- 
phleteers retained  on  the  other  fide  are  in- 
ftrudted  by  their  luperiors,  to  fingle  out  an 
adverfary  whofe  abilities  they  moft  have 
O 4 reafon 
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rcafon  to  apprehend,  and  to  load  himfelf, 
his  family,  and  friends,  with  all  the  infa- 
my that  a perpetual  converfation  in  Bride- 
well, Newgate,  and  the  flews  could  fumifh 
them ; but,  at  the  fame  time,  fo  very  un- 
luckily, that  die  moft  diftinguifliing  parts 
of  their  characters  ftrike  direCtly  in  the 
face  of  their  benefactor,  whofe  idea  pre- 
fenting  itfelf  along  with  his  guineas  per- 
petually to  their  imagination,  occafioned 
this  defperate  blunder. 

But,  allowing  this  heap  of  flander  to  be 
truth,  and  applied  to  the  proper  perfonj 
what  is  to  be  the  confequence  ? Are  our 
public  debts  to  be  the  fooner  paid  j the 
corruptions  that  author  complains  of  to 
be  the  fooner  cured  ; an  honourable 
peace,  or  a glorious  war  the  more  likely 
to  enfue  ; trade  to  flourifh ; the  Offend 
company  to  be  demolilhed  ; Gibraltar  and 
Port-Mahon  left  entire  in  our  pofleffion  ; 
the  balance  of  Europe  to  be  preferred; 
the  malignity  of  parties  to  be  for  ever  at 
an  end  ; none  but  perfons  of  merit,  virtue, 
genius,  and  learning  to  be  encouraged? 
I alk  whether  any  of  thefe  effects  will  fol- 
low upon  the  publication  of  this  author’s 
libel,  even  fuppofing  he  could  prove  every 
fy liable  of  it  to  be  true  ? 

At 
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At  the  fame  time,  I am  well  allured,  that 
the  only  realbn  of  afcribing  thofe  papers 
tb  a particular  perfon,  is  built  upon  the  in* 
formation  of  a certain  pragmatical  fpy  of 
quality,  well  known  to  a (51  in  that  capa- 
city by  thofe  Into  whofe  company  he  infi- 
nuates  himfelf ; a fort  of  perfons  who,  al- 
though without  much  love,  efteem,  or 
dread  of  people  in  prefent  power,  yet  have 
too  much  common  prudence  to  fpeak  their 
thoughts  with  freedom  before  fuch  an  in- 
truder; who,  therefore,  impofes  grofsly 
upon  his  matters,  if  he  makes  them  pay 
for  any  tiling  but  his  own  conjectures. 

It  is  a grievous  miftake  in  a great  mi- 
nifter  to  negleCt  or  defpife,  much  more  to 
irritate  men  of  genius  and  learning.  I 
have  heard  one  of  the  wifeft  perfons  in  my 
time  obferve,  that  an  adminiftration  was 
to  be  known  and  judged  by  the  talents  of 
thofe  who  appeared  their  advocates  in 
print.  This  1 muft  never  allow  to  be  a 
general  rule;  yet  I cannot  but  think  it 
prodigioufly  unfortunate,  that,  among  the 
anfwerers,  defenders,  repliers,  and  pane- 
gy rifts,  ftarted  up  in  defence  of  prefent 
perfons  and  proceedings,  there  hath  not 
yet  arifen  one  whofe  labours  we  can  read 
with  patience,  however  we  may  applaud 
4 their 
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their  loyalty  and  good-will.;  And  all  this 
with  the  advantages  of  conftant  ready  pay, 
of  natural  and  acquired  venom,  and  a 
grant  of  the  whole  fund  of  Hander,  to 
range  over  and,  riot  in  as  they  pleafe.  > 

On  the  other  fide,  a turbulent  writer  of 
Occafional  Letters,  and  other  vexatious  pa- 
pers, in  conjun<5tion  perhaps  with  one  or 
two  friends  as  bad  as  himfelf,  is  able  to 
difconcert,  teaze,  and  four  us  whenever  he 
thinks  fit,  merely  by  the  flrength  of  genius 
and  truth  •,  and  after  fo  dextrous  a man- 
ner, that,  when  we  are  vexed  to  the  foul, 
and  well  know  the  reafons  why  we  are  fo, 
we  are  afhamed  to  own  the  firft,  and  can- 
not tell  how  to  exprefs  the  other.  In  a word, 
it  feems  to  me  that  all  the  writers  are  on 
one  fide,  and  all  the  railers  on  the  other. 

However,  I do  not  pretend  to  aflert,  that 
it  is  impoflible  for  an  ill  minifter  to  find 
men  of  wit  who  may  be  drawn,  by  a very 
valuable  confideration,  to  undertake  his 
defence  but  the  misfortune  is,  that  the 
heads  of  fuch  writers  rebel  againft  their 
hearts  ; their  genius  forfakes  them,  when 
they  would  offer  to  proflitute  it  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  injuflice,  corruption,  party-rage, 
and  falfe  reprefentations  of  things  and 
perfons. 

. And 
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' And  this  is  the  beft  argument  I can  of-' 
fer  in  defence  of  great  men,  who  have 
been  of  late  fo  very  unhappy  in  the  choice* 
of  their  paper-champions ; although  I can- 
not much  commend  their  good  huibandry, 
in  thofe  exorbitant  payments  of  twenty* 
and  fixty  guineas  at  a time  for  a fcurvy 
pamphlet  *,  fince  the  fort  of  work  they  re- 
quire is  what  will  all  come  within  the  ta- 
lents of  any  one  who  hath  enjoyed  the 
happinefs  of  a very  bad  education,  hath 
kept  the  vileft  company,  is  endowed  with 
a fervile  fpirit,  is  matter  of  an  empty  purfe, 
and  a heart  full  of  malice. 

But,  to  fpeak  the  truth  in  fobernefs  ; it 
fhould  feem  a little  hard,  fince  the  old 
Whiggifh  principle  hath  been  recalled  of 
Handing  up  for  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  to 
a degree  that  no  man,  for  feveral  years 
paft,  durft  venture  out  a thought  which 
did  not  fquare  to  a point  with  the  maxims 
and  practices  that  then  prevailed  : I fay, 
it  is  a little  hard  that  the  vileft  merce- 
naries fhould  be  countenanced,  preferred, 
rewarded,  for  difeharging  their  brutalities 
againft  men  of  honour,  only  upon  a bare 
conjecture. 

If  it  fhould  happen  that  thefe  profligates 
have  attacked  an  innocent  perfon,  I a Ik 

what 
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what  fatisfaction  can  their  hirers  give  in 
return  ? Not  all  die  wealth  raked  together 
by  the  moft  corrupt  rapacious  minifters, 
in  the  longeft  courfe  of  unlimited  power, 
would  be  fuflicient  to  atone  for  the  hun- 
dredth part  of  fuch  an  injury^ 

In  the  common  way  of  thinking,  it  is  a 
fituation  fuflicient  in  all  confcience  to  fa- 
tisfy  a reafonable  ambition,  for  a private 
perfon,  to  command  the  laws,  the  forces, 
the  revenues  of  a great  kingdom,  to  re- 
ward and  advance  his  followers  and  flat- 
terers as  he  pleafes,  and  to  keep  his  ene- 
mies (real  or  imaginary)  in  the  duft.  In 
fuch  an  exaltation,  why  fhould  he  be  at 
the  trouble  to  make  ufe  of  fools  to  found 
his  praifes,  (becaufe  I always  thought  the 
lion  was  hard  fet,  when  he  chofe  the  afs 
for  his  trumpeter)  or  knaves  to  revenge 
his  quarrels,  at  the  expence  of  innocent 
mens  reputations  ? 

With  all  thofe  advantages,  I cannot  fee 
why  perfons,  in  the  height  of  power, 

* fhould  be  under  the  leaf!  concern  on  ac- 
count of  their  reputation,  for  which  they 
have  no  manner  of  ufe  ; or  to  ruin  that  of 
others,  which  may  perhaps  be  the  only 
pofieflion  their  enemies  have  left  them. 
Suppofing  times  of  corruption,  which  I am 

very 
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very  far  from  *ioing,  if  a writer  difplays 
them  in  their  proper  colours,  does  he  do  any 
thing  worfe  than  fending  cuftomers  to  the 
fhop  ? Here  only,  at  the  fign  of  the  Brazen 
Head,  are  to  be  fold  places  and  penfions : 
beware  of  counterfeits,  and  take  care  of 
tniftaking  the  door. 

For  my  own  part,  I think  it  very  unne- 
cefiary  to  give  the  character  of  a great  mi- 
niller  in  the  fulnefs  of  his  power,  becaufe 
. it  is  a thing  that  naturally  does  itfelf,  and  is 
obvious  to  the  eyes  of  all  mankind ; for 
his  perfonal  qualities  are  all  derived  into 
the  moft  minute  parts  of  his  adminiftra- 
tion.  If  this  be  juft,  prudent,  regular,  im- 
partial, intent  upon  the  public  good,  pre- 
pared for  prefent  exigencies,  and  provi- 
dent of  the  future ; fuch  is  the  director 
himfelf  in  his  private  capacity : If  it  be  ra- 
pacious, infolent,  partial,  palliating  long 
and  deep  difeafes  of  the  public  with  em- 
pirical remedies,  falfe,  difguifed,  impu- 
dent, malicious,  revengeful ; you  (hall  in- 
fallibly find  the  private  life  of  the  con- 
ductor to  anfwer  in  every  point ; nay,  what 
is  more,  every  twinge  of  the  gout  or  gra-* 
vel  will  be  felt  in  their  confequences  by 
the  community : As  the  thief-catcher,  upon 
viewing  a houfe  broke  open,  could  imme- 
diately 
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diately  diftinguifh,  from  the  manner  of  the 
.workmanfliip,  by  what  hand- it  was  done. 

It  is  hard  to.form  a maxim  againft  which 
.an  exception  is  not  ready  to  ftart  up : So, 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  where  the  minifler 
'-grows  enornioudy  rich,  the  public  is  pro- 
port  ionably  poor ; as, . in  a private,  family, 
.theifteward  always  thrives  the  fafteft  when 
.hisihord  is  running  out.  - 
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PUBLIC  ABSURDITIES 

- I R :E  N G.L  A.jN  D.'  . 


"V  • : n )•■'  ..  . ..:x 

IT  is  a common  topic  of'fatire,  which  you 
. will:  hear  not  -only  from  the  mouthis 
of  rtiinifters  of  ftatte,  but  of  every  whiffler 
in  office,  that -half  a dozen  obfctirc- : fel- 
lows,' over  a bottle  of  wine  or  a difh  of 
coffee,  fhall  prefume  to  cenfure  the  ac- 
tions of  parliaments  and  councils,  to  form 
fchemes  of  government,  and  new-model 
tile  commonwealth *,  and  this  ufually  ri- 
diculed as  a pragmatical  difpofition  to  po- 
litics, in  the  very  nature  ^.nd  genius  of 
the  people.  It  may  poffibly  be  true : And 
yet  l am  grofsly  deceived  if  any  fober  man, 
of  very  moderate  talents,  when  he  reflects 
upon  the  many  ridiculous  hurtful  maxims, 
cuftoms,  and  general  rules  of  life,  which 
prevail  in  this  kingdom,  would  not  with 
great  reafon  be  tempted,  according  to  the 
prefent  turn  of  his  humour,  either  to 
laugh,  lament,  or  be  angry ; or,  if  he  were 
fanguine  enough,  perhaps  to  dream  of  a 
remedy.  It  is  the  miflake  of  wife  and  good 
3 men, 
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men,  that  they  expe<5l  more  reafon  and  vir- 
tue from  human  nature,  than,  taking  it  in 
the  bulk,  it  is  in  any  fort  capable  of.  Who- 
ever hath  been  prefent  at  councils  or  a £ 
femblies  of  any  fort,  if  he  be  a man  of 
common  prudence,  cannot  but  have  ob- 
ferved  fuch  refults  and  opinions  to  have 
frequently  palled  a majority,  as  he  would 
be  alhamed  to  advance  in  private  convex* 
fation.  I fay  nothing  of  cruelty,  oppref- 
fion,  injuftice,  and  the  like,  becaufe  thefe 
are  fairly  to  be  accounted  for  in  all  aflem- 
blies,  as  bell  gratifying  the  palfions  and 
interefts  of  leaders;  which  is  a point  of 
fuch  high  confideration,  that  all  others 
mull  give  place  to  it,  But  I would  be  un- 
derltood  here  to  fpeak  only  of  opinions 
ridiculous,  foolilh,  and  abfurd ; with  con- 
clufions  and  aftions  fuitable  to  them,  at 
the  fame  time  when  the  moft  reafonable 
propofitions  are  often  unanimoully  re- 
jected. 

And,  as  all  aflemblies  of  men  are  liable 
to  this  accufatiqn,  fo  likewife  there  are  na- 
tural abfurdities  from  which  the  wifeft 
Rates  are  not  exempt,  which  proceed  lefs 
from  the  nature  of  their  climate  than  that 
of  their  government ; the  Gauls,  the  Bri- 
tons, the  Spaniards,  and  Italians,  having 

retained 
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retained  very  little  of  the  characters  given 
them  in  antient  hiltory. 

By  thefe  and  the  like  reflexions,  I have 
been  often  led  to  confider  fome  public  ab- 
furdities  in  our  own  country,  moll  of  which 
are,  in  my  opinion,  direCtly  againft  the 
rules  of  right  reafon,  and  are  attended 
with  great  inconveniences  to  the  (late.  I 
fhall  mention  fuch  of  them  as  come  into  * 
memory,  without  obferving  any  method ; 
and  I fhall  give  my  reafon  why  I take  them 
to  be  abfurd  in  their  nature,  and  perni- 
cious in  their  confcquence. 

It  is  abfurd  that  any  perfon,  who  profeff 
eth  a different  form  of  worfhip  from  that 
which  is  national,  fliould  be  trailed  with 
a vote  for  electing  members  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons.  Becaufe  every  man  is  full 
pf  zeal  for  his  own  religion,  although  he 
regards  not  morality  ; and,  therefore,  will 
endeavour  to  his  utmoft  to  bring  in  a re- 
presentative of  his  own  principles,  which, 
if  they  be  popular,  may  endanger  the  re- 
ligion eftablifhed  ; which,  as  it  hath  for- 
merly happened,  may  alter  the  whole 
frame  of  government. 

A (landing  army  in  England,  whether  in  j 

time  of  peace  or  war,  is  a direCt  abfurdity, 
for,  it  is  no  part  of  our  bullnefs  to  be  a 
- Vol.XV.  P warlike 
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warlike  nation,  otherwife  than  by  our 
fleets.  In  foreign  wars  we  have  no  con- 
cern, further  than  in  conjunction  with 
allies,  whom  we  may  either  aflift  by  fea, 
or  by  foreign  troops  paid  with  our  money. 
But  mercenary  troops  in  England  can  be  of 
no  ufe,  except  to  awe  lenates,  and  thereby 
promote  arbitrary  power  in  a monarchy 
or  oligarchy. 

That  the  election  of  fenators  fhould  be 
of  any  charge  to  the  candidates,  is  an  ab- 
furdity  * but,  that  it  fhould  be  fo  to  a 
miniftry,  is  a manifefl  acknowledgement 
of  the  worfl  defigns.  If  a miniftry  intended 
the  fervice  of  their  prince  and  country,  or 
well  underftood  wherein  their  own  fecurity 
beft  confided,  (as  it  is  impoflible  that  a par- 
- liament  freely  elected,  according  to  the 
original  inftitution,  can  do  any  hurt  to  a 
tolerable  prince,  or  a tolerable  miniftry ;) 
•they  would  ufe  the  ftrongeft  methods  to 
leave  the  people  to  their  own  free  choice : 
The  members  would  then  confift;  of  per- 
fons  who  had  beft.cftates  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood or  county,  or  at  lead  never  of 
ftrangers.  And  furely  this  is  at  leaft  full 
as  requifite  a circumftance  to  a legiflator, 
as  to  a juryman,  who  ought  to  be,  if  pof- 
' fible,  cx  vicinio ; fince  fuch  perfons  muft  be 
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fuppofed  the  beft  judges  of  the  wants  and 
defires  of  their  feveral  burroughs  and 
counties.  To  chufe  a rcprefcntative  for 
Berwick,  whofe  eflate  is  at  the  Land’s-End, 
would  have  been  thought  in  former  times 
a very  great  folecifm,  how  much  more  as 
it  is  at  prefent,  where  fo  many  pcrfons 
are  returned  for  burroughs,  who  do  not 
poffefs  a foot  of  land  in  the  kingdom. 

By  the  old  conftitution,  whoever  poflefP 
ed  a free-hold  in  land,  by  which  he  was 
a gainer  of  forty  {hillings  a year,  had  the 
privilege  to  vote  for  a knight  of  the  fhire. 
The  good  effedts  of  this  law  are  wholly 
eluded,  partly  by  the  courfe  of  time,  and 
partly  by  corruption.  Forty  (hillings  in 
tliofe  ages  were  equal  to  twenty  pounds 
in  ours  ; and  therefore  it  was  then  a want 
of  fagacity  to  fix  that  privilege  to  a deter- 
minate fum,  rather  than  to  a certain  quan- 
tity of  land,  arable  or  paflure,  able  to  pro- 
duce a certain  quantity  of  corn  or  hay* 
And  therefore  it  is  highly  abfurd,  and 
againfl  the  intent  of  the  law,  that  tiiis  de- 
feat is  not  regulated. 

But  the  matter  is  flill  worfe:  For  any 
gentleman  can,  upon  occafion,  make  as 
many  freeholders  as  his  ellate  or  fettle- 
ment  will  allow,  by  making  lcafes  for  life 
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of  land  at  a rack  rent  of  forty  {hillings, 
■where  a tenant,  who  is  not  worth  one 
farthing  a year,  when  his  rent  is  paid, 
fhall  be  held  a legal  voter  for  a perfon  to 
reprefent  his  county.  Neither  do  I enter 
into  half  the  frauds  that  are  pra&ifed  upon 
this  occafion. 

It  is  likewife  abfurd,  that  burroughs 
decayed  are  not  abfolutely  extinguifhed, 
becaufe  the  returned  members  do  in  real- 
ity reprefent  nobody  at  all,  and  that  feve- 
ral  large  towns  are  not  reprefented,  though 
full  of  induftrious  townfmen,  who  much 
advance  the  trade  of  the  kingdom. 

The  claim  of  Senators,  to  have  themfelves 
and  fervants  exempted  from  law-fuits  and 
arrefts,  is  manifeftly  abfurd.  The  proceed- 
ings at  law  arc  already  fo  fcandalous  a griev- 
ance, upon  account  of  the  delays,  that  they 
little  need  any  addition.  Whoever  is  either 
not  able,  or  not  willing  to  pay  his  juft  debts, 
or,  to  keep  other  men  out  of  their  lands, 
would  evade  the  decifion  of  the  law,  is 
furely  but  ill-qualified  to  be  a legillator. 
A criminal,  with  as  good  rcafon,  might 
fit  on  the  bench,  with  a power  of  con- 
demning men  to  be  hanged  for  their  ho- 
jnefty.  By  the  annual  fitting  of  pari  iaments, 
and  the  days  of  privilege  preceding  and 
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fubfequent,  a fenator  is  one  half  of  the 
year  beyond  the  reach  of  common  juft  ice. 

That  the  facretl  perfon  of  a Senator's 
footman  fhould  be  free  from  arreft,  al- 
though he  undoes  the  poor  ale-wife  by 
running  on  fcore,  is  a circumftanee  of 
equal  wifdorn  and  jufliice,  to  avoid  the 
great  evil  of  his  mailer’s  lady  wanting 
her  complement  of  liveries  behind  the 
coach. 
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O N 

. bishop  burnet’s  history. 

THIS  author  is  in  moft  particulars  the 
worlt  qualified  for  an  hifiorian  that 
ever  I met  with.  His  flyle  is  rough,  full  of 
improprieties,  in  exprcfiions  often  Scotch, 
and  often  fuch  as  arc  ufed  by  the  meaneft 
people.  He  difcovers  a great  fcarcity  of 
words  and  phrafes,  by  repeating  the  fame 
feveral  hundred  times,  for  want  of  capacity 
to  vary  them.  His  obfervations  are  mean 
and  trite,  and  very  often  falfe.  His  Secret 
Hiftory  is  generally  made  up  of  coffee-  , 
houfe  fcandals,or  at  beft  from  reports  at  the 
third,  fourth,  or  fifth  hand.  The  account 
T>f  the  Pretender’s  birth,  would  only  become 
an  old  woman  in  a chimney-corner.  His 
vanity  runs  intolerably  through  the  whole 
book,  affecting  to  have  been  of  conie- 
quence  at  nineteen  years  old,  and  while 
he  was  a little  Scotch  parfon  of  40  pounds  a 
year.  He  was  a gentleman  bom,  and,  in 
the  time  of  his  youth  and  vigour,  drew 
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in  an  old  maiden  daughter  of  a Scotch 
Earl  to  marry  him.  His  characters  are 
miferably  wrought,  in  many  things  mif- 
taken,  and  all  of  them  detracting,  except 
of  thofe  who  were  friends  to  the  Prefbyte- 
rians.  That  early  love  of  liberty  he  boafts 
of  is  absolutely  falfe  ; for  the  fir  ft  book 
that  I believe  he  ever  publifhcd  is  an  entire 
treatife  in  favour  of  pallive  obedience  and 
abfolute  power;  fo  that  his  reflexions  on 
the  clergy,  for  aflerting,  and  then  chang- 
ing thofe  principles,  come  very  impro- 
perly from  him.  He  is  the  moft  partial 
of  all  writers  that  ever  pretended  fo  much 
to  impartiality;  and  yet  I,  who  knew  him 
well,  am  convinced  that  he  is  as  impartial 
as  he  could  poflibly  find  in  his  heart ; I am 
fure  more  than  I ever  expeCted  from  him ; 
particularly  in  his  accounts  of  the  Papift 
and  Fanatic  plots.  This  work  may  be 
more  properly  called  A Hiftory  of  Scot- 
land during  the  author’s  time,  with  fome 
digreflions  relating  to  England,  rather  than 
deferve  the  title  he  gives  it.  For  I believe 
two  thirds  of  it  relate  only  to  that  beggarly 
nation,  and  their  infignificant  brangles  and 
factions.  What  he  fucceeds  beft  in,  is  in 
giving  extracts  of  arguments  and  debates 
in  council  or  parliament.  Nothing  recom- 
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mends  his  book  but  the  recency  of  the 
fadts  he  mentions,  moll  of  them  being  {till 
in  memory,  efpecially  the  dory  of  the  Revo- 
lution ; which,  however,  is  not  fo  well  told 
as  might  be  expedted  from  one  who  affedts 
to  have  had  fo  cordiderable  a fhare  in  it.  Af- 
ter all,  he  was  a man  of  generofity  and  good- 
nature, and  very  communicative  ; but,  in 
his  ten  laft  years,  was  abfolute  party-mad, 
and  fancied  he  faw  Popery  under  every  bufh. 
He  hath  told  me  many  paflages  not  men- 
tioned in  tills  Hiflory,  and  many  that  are, 
but  with  feveral  circumftances  fupprefled 
or  altered.  He  never  gives  a good  cha- 
racter without  one  effential  point,  that 
the  perfon  was  tender  to  diilcnters,  and 
thought  many  things  in  the  church  ought 
to  be  amended. 

Setting  up  for  a maxim , Laying  donvn  for  a 
maxim , Clapt  up , Decency , and  fome  other 
words  and  phrafes,  he  ufes  many  hundred 
times. 

Cut  out  for  a Court , A pardoning  planet,  Clapt 
up,  Left  in  the  lurch,  The  Mob,  Outed,  A great 
beauty , Went  roundly  to  "work : All  thefe  phrafes 
ufed  by  the  vulgar,  fhew  him  to  have  kept 
mean  or  illiterate  company  in  his  youth. 
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HISTORY  of  ENGLAND, 

From  the  Invafion  of  it  by  Julius  Cjesar 
to  William  the  Conqueror. 

THE  moft  antient  account  we  have  of 
Britain  is,  that  the  ifland  was  full 
of  inhabitants,  divided  into  feveral  petty 
kingdoms,  as  moft  nations  of  the  world 
appear  to  have  been  at  firft.  The  bodies 
of  the  Britons  were  painted  with  a fky-  Britons, 
coloured  blue,  either  as  an  ornament  or 
elfe  for  terror  to  their  enemies.  In  their 
religion  they  were  Heathens,  as  all  the  Heathen., 
world  was  before  Christ,  except  the  Jews. 

Their  priefts  were  called  Druids : Thefe  Druids/ 
lived  in  hollow  trees,  and  committed  not 
their  myfteries  to  writing,  but  delivered 
them  down  by  tradition,  whereby  they 
were  in  time  wholly  loft. 

The  Britons  had  wives  in  common,  fo 
many  to  a particular  tribe  or  fociety,  and 
the  children  were  in  common  to  that  fo- 
ciety. 

About 
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About  fifty  years  before  Chrift,  Julius 
Cadar,  the  firft  Roman  Emperor,  having 
conquered  Gaul  or  France,  invaded  Britain 
rather  to  increafe  his  glory  than  conquefts ; 
for,  having  overcome  the  natives  in  one  or 
two  battles,  he  returned. 

The  next  invafion  of  Britain  by  the  Ro- 
mans (then  mailers  of  mod  of  the  known 
world)  was  in  the  reign  of  the  Emperor 
Claudius.  Claudius  ; but  it  was  not  wholly  fubdued 
Nero,  till  that  of  Nero.  It  was  governed  by  lieu- 
tenants, or  deputies,  fent  from  Rome,  as 
Ireland  is  now  by  deputies  from  England ; 
and  continued  thus  under  the  Romans  for 
about  460  years  ; till  that  empire  be- 
ing invaded  by  the  Goths  and  Vandals,  the 
Homans  were  forced  not  only  to  recal  their 
own  armies,  but  alfo  to  draw  from  hence 
the  braveft  of  the  Britons,  for  their  allift- 
ance  againft  thofe  Barbarians. 

The  Roman  conquells  in  this  ifland 
reached  no  further  northward  than  to  that 
part  of  Scotland  where  Stirling  and  Glaf- 
gow  are  feated : The  region  beyond  was 
held  not  worth  the  conquering : It  was  in- 
habited by  a barbarous  people,  called  Cale- 
Pias.  donians  and  Pitfts ; who,  being  a rough 
fierce  nation,  daily  infefted  the  Britifh  bor- 
ders. Therefore  the  Emperor  Severus 
1 built 
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built  a wall,  from  Stirling  to  Glafgow,  to  pias  wail, 
prevent  the  invafions  of  the  Pi&s:  It  is 
commonly  called  the  Pi<5ts  Wall. 

Thefe  Pi<fls  and  Caledonians,  or  Scots, 
encouraged  by  the  departure  of  the  Ro- 
mans, do  now  cruelly  infeft  and  invade 
the  Britons  by  fea  and  land : The  Britons 
chufe  Vortigem  for  their  king,  who  was  A.D.455. 
forced  to  invite  the  Saxons,  (a  fierce  nor-  Saxon% 
them  people)  to  aflift  him  againfl:  thofe 
Barbarians.  The  Saxons  came  over,  and 
beat  the  Pi<5ts  in  feveral  battles  j but,  at 
laft,  pick  quarrels  with  the  Britons  them- 
felves  ; and,  after  a long  war,  drive  them 
into  the  mountains  of  Wales  and  Corn- 
wall, and  eftablifh  themfelves  in  feven 
kingdoms  in  Britain,  (by  them  now  called 
England.)  Thefe  feven  kingdoms  are  ufu- 
ally  Riled  the  Saxon  Heptarchy. 

About  this  time  lived  King  Arthur  (if A 
the  whole  ftory  be  not  a fable)  who  was 
fo  famous  for  beating  the  Saxons  in  feveral 
battles.' 

The  Britons  received  Chriftianity  very 
early,  and,  as  is  reported,  from  fomc  of 
the  difciples  themfelves : So  that,  when  the 
Romans  left  Britain,  the  Britons  were  gene- 
rally Chriftians.  But  the  Saxons  were  Hea- 
thens, till  Pope  Gregory  the  Great  fent  over 
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a.d  6co.hither  Auftin  the  Monk,  by  whom  Ethel- 
Aullin'  bert  king  of  the  South-Saxons,  and  his 
fubjects,  were  converted  to  Cliriftianity ; . 
and  the  whole  ifland  foon  followed  the 
example. 

After  many  various  revolutions  in  this 
ifland  among  the  kingdoms  of  the  Saxons, 
Egbert.  Egbert,  defcended  from  the  Weft-Saxon 
a.d.  8 19.  kings,  became  foie  monarch  of  England. 

The  language  in  Britain  was  Britifh, 
(now  called  Welch)  or  Latin;  but,  with 
the  Saxons,  Englifh  came  in  (although 
extremely  different  from  what  it  is  now.) 
The  prefent  names  of  towns,  Ihires,  &c. 
were  given  by  them  ; and  the  whole  king- 
Angies.  dom  was  called  England  from  die  Angles, 
who  were  a branch  of  the  Saxons. 

As  foon  as  the  Saxons  were  fettled,  the 
Dans).  Danes  began  to  trouble  and  invade  them, 
as  they  (the  Saxons)  had  before  done  the 
Britons. 

Thefe  Danes  came  out  of  Germany, 
Denmark,  and  Norway,  a rough  warlike 
people,  little  different  from  the  Saxons,  to 
whom  they  were  nigh  neighbours. 

After  many  invafions  from  the  Danes, 
Edgar.  Edgar  king  of  England  fets  forth  the  firfl 
navy.  He  was  entitled  King  of  all  Albion, 
(an  old  name  of  this  ifland)  and  was  the 
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firfl  abfolute  monarch.  He  made  peace 
with  the  Danes,  and  allowed  them  to  live 
in  his  dominions  mixt  with  the  Englifh. 

In  this  Prince’s  time  there  were  five 
kings  in  Wales,  who  all'  did  him  homage 
for  their  country. 

Thefe  Danes  began  firft  to  make  their 
invafions  here  about  the  year  800,  which 
they  after  renewed  at  feveral  times,  and 
under  feveral  leaders,  and  were  as  often 
repulfed.  They  ufed  to  come  with  vail 
numbers  of  fhips,  burn  and  ravage  before 
them,  as  the  cities  of  London,  Wincheller, 

&c.  Encouraged  by  fuccefs  and  prey,  they 
often  wintered  in  England,  fortifying 
themfelves  in  the  northern  parts,  from 
whence  they  cruelly  infefted  the  Saxon 
kings.  In  procefs  of  time  they  mixed  with 
the  Englilh  (as  was  faid  before)  and  lived 
under  the  Saxon  government : But  Ethel- 
red,  then  king  of  England,  weary  of  the 
Danilh  infolence,  a confpiracy  is  "formed, Apan9^3* 
and  the  Danes  are  maflacred  in  one  day  all  mattered, 
over  England. 

Four  years  after,  Sweyn  king  of  Den-  Siveyn. 
mark,  to  revenge  the  death  of  his  fubje&s, 
invades  England ; and,  after  battles  fought 
and  much  cruelty  cxercifed,  he  fubdues 
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the  whole  kingdom,  forcing  Ethelred  to 
fly  into  Normandy. 

Canutus.  Sweyn  dying,  his  fon  Canutus  fucceeds 
in  the  kingdom* ; but  Ethelred  returning 
with  an  army,  Canutus  is  forced  to  with- 
draw to  Denmark  for  fuccour. 

Ethelred  dies,  and  his  fon  Edmond  Iron- 
fide  fucceeds ; but,  Canutus  returning  with 
frefli  forces  from  Denmark,  after  feverai 
battles,  the  kingdom  is  parted  between 
them  both.  Edmond  dying,  his  fons  are 
fent  beyond  fea  by  Canutus,  who  now  is 
foie  king  of  England. 

Hardicanute,  the  laft  Danifli  king,  dying 
without  ifliie,  Edward,  fon  of  Ethelred,  is 
chofen  king.  For  his  great  holinefs,  he 
was  firnamed  the  Confeflor,  and  fainted 
after  his  death.  He  was  the  firfl:  of  our 
King’s  Princes  that  attempted  to  cure  the  king’s 
Evil,  evil  by  touching.  He  firfl  introduced  what 
is  now  called  the  Common  Law.  In  his 
time  began  the  mode  and  humour  among 
the  Englifh  gentry,  of  uflng  the  French 
tongue  and  fafhions,  in  compliance  with 
the  King,  who  had  been  bred  up  in  Nor- 
mandy. 

The  Danifli  government  in  England  lafl- 
ed  but  twenty-fix  years,  under  three  kings. 

Edward 
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Edward  the  Confeflor  married  the  daugh- 
ter of  Earl  Godwin,  an  Englifh  nobleman 
of  great  power,  but  of  Danifli  extraction  ; 
but,  wanting  ifliie,  he  appointed  Edgar 
Atheling,  grandfon  to  his  brother,  to  fuc- 
ceed  him,  and  Harold,  fon  of  Earl  Godwin, 
to  be  governor  of  the  young  prince.  But, 
upon  Edward’s  dea'jth,  Harold  negledted 
Edgar  Atheling,  and  ufurped  the  crown 
for  himfelf. 

Edward,  while  he  was  in  Normandy,  met 
fo  good  reception,  that  it  was  faid  he  made 
a promife  to  that  Duke,  that,  in  cafe  he 
recovered  his  kingdom,  and  died  without 
iflue,  he  would  leave  it  to  him.  Edward 
dying,  William  Duke  of  Normandy  fends 
to  Harold  to  claim  the  crown  ; but  Harold, 
now  in  poffeflion,  refolves  to  keep  it.  Upon 
which  Duke  William,  having  prepared  a 
mighty  fleet  and  army,  invades  England, 
lands  at  Haftings,  and  fets  fire  to  his  fleet, 
to  cut  off  all  hope  from  his  men  of  re- 
turning. To  Harold  he  fentdiis  meflen- 
ger,  demanding  the  kingdom  and  his  fub- 
jeClion : But  Harold  returned  him  this 
anfwer,  That,  unlefs  he  departed  his  land, 
he  would  make  him  fenfible  of  his  juft 
difpleafure.  So  Harold  advanced  his  forces 
into  Suffex,  within  feven  miles  of  his  ene- 
. my. 
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my.  The  Norman  Duke,  to  fave  the  effii- 
lion  of  blood,  fent  thefe  offers  to  Harold 
either  wholly  to  relign  the  kingdom  to 
him,  or  to  try  the  quarrel  with  him  in 
fingle  combat.  To  this  Harold  did  not 
agree. 

Then  the  battle  joined.  The  Normans 
had  gotten  the  worft,  if  it  had  not  bfeen  for 
a liratagem  they  invented,  which  got 
them  the  day.  In  this  engagement  Harold 
was  killed,  and  William  Duke  of  Normandy 
became  king  of  England,  under  the  name 
of  William  the  Conqueror. 
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A MEMBER  of  PARLIAMENT 

In  Ireland, 

Upon  the  chufing  a new  Speaker  there. 
Written  in  the  Year  1708. 

SIR, 

YOU  may  eafily  believe  I am  not  at  all 
furprifed  at  what  you  tell  me,  fince 
it  is  but  a confirmation  of  my  own  conjee- » 
ture  that  I fent  you  laft  week,  and  made 
you  my  reproaches  upon  it  at  a venture. 
It  looks  exceeding  ftrange,  yet  I believe  it 
to  be  a great  truth,  that,  in  order  to  carry 
a point  in  your  Houfe,  the  two  following 
circumftances  are  of  great  advantage  .-  Firfi, 
to  have  an  ill  caufe  •,  and,  fceondly,  to  be 
a minority.  For  both  thefe  circumftances 
are  extremely  apt  to  invite  men,  to  make 
them  afliduous  in  their  attendance,  watch- 
ful of  opportunities,  zealous  for  gaining 
over  profelytes,  and  often  fucpefsful  > 
Which  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  when 
Vpi.,XV,  favour 
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favour  and  intereft  arc  on  the  fide  of  their 
opinion.  Whereas,  on  the  contrary,  a ma- 
jority with  a good  caufe  are  negligent  and 
lupine.  They  think  it  fufficient  to  declare 
themfelves  upon  opinion  in  favour  of  then- 
party  ; but,  failing  againft  the  tide  of  fa- 
vour and  preferment,  they  are  ealily  fcat- 
tered  and  driven  back.  In  Ihort,  they  want 
a common  principle  to  cement,  and  motive 
to  fpirit  them.  For  the  bare  a6ting  upon 
a principle  from  the  dilates  of  a good 
conference,  or  profpetft  of  ferving  the  pu- 
blic, will  not  go  very  far  under  the  pre- 
fent  difpofitions  of  mankind.  This  was 
amply  verified  laft  feflions  of  parliament, 
upon  occafion  of  the  money-bill,  the  me- 
rits of  which  I lhall  not  pretend  to  exa- 
mine. It  is  enough  that,  upon  the  firft 
news  of  its  tranfmiftion  hither,  in  the 
form  it  afterwards  appeared,  the  members, 
upon  difeourfe  with  their  friends,  feemed 
unanimous  againft  it,  I mean  tliofe  of  both 
parties,  except  a few,  who  were  looked 
upon  as  perfons  ready  to  go  any  lengths 
preferibed  them  by  the  court.  Yet  with 
only  a weak  canvalling  among  a very  few 
hands,  the  bill  paft  after  a full  debate,  by 
a.  very  great  majority.  Yet,  I believe,  you 
will  liardly  attempt  perfuading  me,  or  any 
, . . body 
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txxly  elfe,  that  one  man  in  ten,  of  thofe 
•who  changed  their  language,  were  moved 
by  reafons  any  way  afFeCting  the  merits  of 
the  caufe,  but  merely  through  hope,  fear, 
indolence,  or  good-manners.  Nay,  I have 
been  allured  from  good  hands,  that  there 
•was  Hill  a number  fufficient  to  make  a 
majority  againft  the  bill,  if  they  had  not 
apprehended  the  other  fide  to  be  fecure, 
and  therefore  thought  it  imprudence,  by 
declaring  themfelves,  to  difoblige  the  gc^ 
vemment  to  no  purpofe.  * * 

Reflecting  u{kn  this  and  forty  other  paf- 
fages,  in  the  feveral  Houfes  of  Commons 
iince  the  Revolution,  makes  me  apt  to 
think  there  is  nothing  a Chief  Governor 
can  be  commanded  to  attempt  here  where- 
in he  may  not  fucceed,  with  a very  com- 
petent fhare  of  addrefs,  and  with  fuch  af- 
fillance  as  he  will  always  find  ready  at  his 
devotion.  And  therefore  I repeat  what  I 
faid  at  firft,  that  I am  not  at  all  furprifed 
at  what  you  tell  me.  For,  if  there  had  • 
been  the  leaft  fpark  of  public  fpirit  left, 
thofe  who  wifhed  well  to  their  country  and 
its  conftitution  in  church  and  Hate,  Ihould, 
upon  the  firft  news  of  the  late  fpeaker’s 
promotion,  (and  you  and  I know  it  might 
have  been  done  a great  deal  fooner)  have 
Qja  immediately 
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immediately  gone  together,  and  confulted 
about  the  fitted:  perfon  to  fucceed  him. 
But,  by  all  I can  comprehend,  you  have 
been  fo  far  from  proceeding  thus,  that  it 
hardly  ever  came  into  any  of  your  heads. 
And  the  reafon  you  give  is  the  word  in 
the  world : That  none  offered  themfelves, 
and  you  .knew  not  whom  to  pitch  upon. 
It  feems,  however,  the  other  party  was 
more  refolved,  or  at  lead:  not  fo  model!; 
For  you  fay  your  vole  is  engaged  again# 
your  opinion,  and  feveral  gentlemen  in 
my  neighbourhood  tell  me  the  fame  dory 
of  themfelves.  This,  I confefs,  is  of  an 
unufual  drain,  and  a good  many  deps  be- 
low any  condefcenfions  a court  will,  I 
hope,  ever  require  from  you.  I fhall  not 
trouble  myfelf  to  enquire  who  is  the  per- 
fon for  whom  you  and  others  are  engaged, 
or  whether  there  be  more  candidates  from 
that  fide  than  one.  You  tell  me  nothing 
of  either,  and  I never'thought  it  worth  the 
quedion  toany  body  elfe.  But,  in  fo  weigh- 
ty an  affair,  and  againd  your  judgment, 
I cannot  look  upon  you  as  irrevocably  de- 
termined. Therefore  I defire  you  will 
give  me  leave  to  reafon  with  you  a little 
upon  the  fubjeft,  led  your  compliance,  or 
inadvertency,  lliould  put  you  upon  what 

you 
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you  may  have  caufe  to  repent  of  as  long  ' 
as  you  live. 

You  know  very  well,  the  great  bufinefs 
of  the  high  flying  Whigs,  at  this  juncture, 
is  to  endeavour  a repeal  of  the  Teft-claufe. 
You  know  likewife  that  the  moderate  men, 
both  of  High  and  Low-church,  profefs  to 
be  wholly  averfe  from  this  delign,  as  think- 
ing it  beneath  the  policy  of  common  gar- 
deners to  cut  down  the  only  hedge  that 
flickers  from  the  north.  Now,  I will  put 
the  cafe  : If  the  perfon  to  whom  you  have 
promifed  your  vote  be  one  of  whom  you 
have  the  lead  apprelienlion  that  he  will 
promote  or  aflent  to  the  repealing  of  that 
claufe,  whether  it  be  decent  or  proper  he 
fliould  be  the  mouth  of  an  aflembly, 
whereof  a very  great  majority  pretend  to 
abhor  his  opinion  ? Can  -a  body,  whofe 
mouth  and  heart  muft  go  fo  contrary 
ways,  ever  a<5t  with  finccrity,  or  hardly 
with  confidence  ? Such  a man  is  no  pro- 
per vehicle  to  retain  or  convey  the  fenfe 
of  the  Houfe,  which,  in  fo  many  points  of 
the  greateft  moment,  will  be  diredtly  con- 
trary to  his.  It  is  full  as  abfurd,  as  to  pre- 
fer a man  to  a bifhopric  who  denies  re- 
vealed religion.  But  it  may  poflibly  be  a 
great  deal  worfe.  What  if  the  perfon  you 

C^3  defign 
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dedgn  to  vote  into  that  important  poft, 
fhould  not  only  be  a declared  enemy  of  the 
Sacramental  Tell,  but  fhould  prove  to  be  a 
folicitor,  an  encourager,  or  even  a penner 
of  addreffes  to  complain  of  it  ? Do  you 
think  it  fo  indifferent  a thing,  that  a pro- 
mife  of  courfe,  the  effect  of  compliance, 
importunity,  fhame  of  refilling,  or  any  the 
like  motive,  lhall  oblige  you  pall  the  power 
of  retracing  ? 

Perhaps  you  will  tell  me,  as  fome  have 
already  had  the  weaknefs,  that  it  is  of  little 
importance  to  cither  party  to  have  a 
fpeaker  of  their  lide,  his  bufinefs  being 
only  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  and 
report  it ; that  you  often,  at  committees, 
put  an  able  fpeaker  into  the  chair  on  pur- 
pose to  prevent  him  from  Hopping  a bill. 
Why,  if  it  were  no  more  than  this  j I be- 
lieve I fhould  hardly  chufe,  even  among 
my  footmen,  fuch  a one  to  deliver  a me£ 
fagc,  wliofe  interelt  and  opinion  led  him 
to  wifh  it  might  mifcarry.  But  I remem- 
ber to  have  heard  Colonel  Birch  of  Here- 
fordlhire  lay,  that  he  was'  a very  forrv 
fpeaker,  whofe  fingle  vote  was  not  better 
than  fifty  common  ones.  I am  fure  it  is 
reckoned  in  England  the  firll  great  teft  of 
the  prevalency  of  either  party  in  the  Houfe* 

Sir 
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Sir  Thomas  Lyttelton  thought,  that  aHoufe 
of  Commons  with  a ftinking  breath  (fup- 
pofing  the  Speaker  to  be  the  mouth)  would 
go  near  to  infect  every  thing  within  the 
walls,  and  a great  deal  without.  It  is  the 
fmalleft  part  of  an  able  Speaker’s  bufmefs, 
what  he  performs  in  the  Houfe,  at  lead  if 
he  be  in  with  the  court,  when  it  is  hard  to 
fay  how  many  converts  may  be  made  in  a 
circle  of  dinner  or  private  cabals.  And 
you  and  I eafily  call  to  mind  a gentleman 
in  that  ftation,  in  England,  who,  by  his 
own  arts  and  perfonal  credit,  was  able  to 
draw  over  a majority,  and  change  the 
whole  power  of  a prevailing  fide  in  a nice 
juncture  of  affairs,  and  made  a parliament 
expire  in  one  party  who  had  lived  in  ano- 
ther. 

I am  far  from  an  inclination  to  multiply 
party-caufes,  but  finely  the  bell  of  us  can 
with  very  ill  grace  make  that  an  objection, 
who  have  not  been  fo  nice  in  matters  of 
much  lefs  importance.  Yet  I have  heard 
l'ome  perfons  of  both  Tides  gravely  deliver 
themfelves  in  this  manner,  Why  fhould  we 
make  the  duffing  a fpeaker  a party-caufe  ? 
Let  us  fix  upon  one  who  is  well  verfed  in 
the  practices  and  methods  of  parliament. 
And  I believe  there  ‘arc  too  many  who 

Q^4  would 
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■would  talk  at  the  fame  rate,  if  the  queftiofl 
•were  Hot  only  about  abolifhing  the  facra- 
meiital  teft,  but  the  facrarrient  itfelf. 

But  fuppofe  the  principles  of  the  moll 
artful  Speaker  Would  have  no  influence 
either  to  obtain  or  obftrudt  any  point  in 
parliament,  who  can  anfwer  what  effefts 
iilch  a choice  may  produce  without  doors ! 
It  is  obvious  how  fuch  a matter  ferves  to 
raifc  the  fpirits  and  hopes  of  the  Diflenters 
and  their  high-flying  advocates,  what 
lengths  they  run,  what  conditions  they 
form,  and  what  hopes  they  entertain. 
Do  they  hear  of  a new  friend  in  office  ? 
That  is  encouragement  enough  to  pradife 
the  city,  againft  the  opinion  of  a majority, 
into  an  addrefs  to  the  Queen  for  repeal* 
ing  the  Sacramental  Teft ; or  iflue  out  their 
orders  to  the  next  fanatic  parfon  to  furbilh 
Up  his  old  fermons,  and  preach  and  print 
new  ones  dire&ly  againft  Epifcopacy.  I 
would  lay  a good  wager,  that,  if  the  choice 
of  a new  Speaker  fucceeds  exactly  to  their 
liking,  we  fhall  fee  it  foon  followed  by 
many  new  attempts,  either  in  the  form  of 
pamphlet,  fermon,  or  addrefs,  to  the  fame, 
or  perhaps  more  dangerous  purpofes. 

Suppofing  the  Speaker’s  office  to  be  only 
an  employment  of  profit  and  honour,  and 

a ftep 
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a ftep  to  a better ; fince  it  is  in  your  own 
gift,  will  you  not  chufe  to  bellow  it  upon 
fome  perfon  whofe  principles  the  majority 
Of  you  pretends  to  approve,  if  it  were  on- 
ly to  be  fure  of  a worthy  man  hereafter  in 
a high  ftation,  on  the  bench  or  at  the  bar? 

I confefs,  if  it  were  a thing  poflible  to 
be  compafled,  it  would  feem  moll  reafon- 
able  to  fill  the  chair  with  fome  perfon  who 
would  be  entirely  devoted  to  neither  party  t 
But,  fince  there  are  fo  few  of  that  charader, 
and  thofe  either  unqualified  or  unfriended, 
I cannot  fee  how  a majority  will  anfwer 
it  to  their  reputation,  to  be  fo  ill  provid- 
ed of  able  perfons,  that  they  mull  have 
recourfe  for  a leader  to  their  adverfaries,  a 
proceeding  of  which  I never  met  with 
above  one  example,  and  even  that  fucceed- 
ed  but  ill,  though  it  was  recommended  by 
an  oracle,  which  advifed  fome  city  in 
Greece  to  beg  a General  from  their  ene- 
mies, who,  in  fcorn,  fent  them  either  a 
fidler  or  a poet,  1 have  forgotten  which; 
but  fo  much  1 remember,  that  his  conduct 
was  fuch,  as  they  foon  grew  weaiy  of  him. 

You  pretend  to  be  heartily  refolved 
againft  repealing  the  Sacramental  Tell, 
yet,  at  the  fame  time,  give  the  only  great 
employment  you  have  to  difpofe  of  to  a per- 
fon 
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fon  who  will  take  that  teft;  againfl  flomach, 
(by  which  word  I underhand  many  a 
man’s  confcience)  who  earneftly  wifheth  it 
repealed,  and  will  endeavour  it  to  the  ut- 
raoft  of  his  power ; fo  that  the  firft  action 
after  you  meet,  will  be  a fort  of  con- 
travention to  that  Tell : And  will  any  body 
go  further  than  your  practice  to  judge  of 
your  principles  ? 

And  now  I am  upon  this  fubject,  I 
cannot  conclude  without  faying  fomething 
to  a very  popular  argument  againfl  that 
Sacramental  Teft,  which  may  be  apt  to 
fhake  many  of  thofe  who  would  other- 
wife  wifh  well  enough  to  it.  They  fay  it 
was  a new  hardfhip  put  upon  the  Dif- 
fenters,  without  any  provocation ; and,  it 
is  plain,  could  be  no  way  neceffary,  be- 
caufe  we  had  peaceably  lived  together  fo 
long  without  it.  They  add  fome  other 
circumftances  of  the  arts  by  which  it  was 
obtained,  and  the  perfon  by  whom  it  was 
inferted.  Surely  fuch  people  do  not  con- 
fider  that  the  penal  laws  againfl  Diffenters 
were  made  wholly  ineffectual  by  the  con- 
nivance and  mercy  of  the  government,  fo 
that  all  employments  of  the  flate  lay  as 
open  to  them  as  they  did  to  the  befl  and 
roofl  legal  fubjects.  And  what  progrefs 

they 


Digitized  by  Google 


a Member  of  Parliament.  23.5: 

they  would  have  made  by  the  advantages 
of  a late  conjuncture,  is  obvious  to  ima- 
gine ; which  I take  to  be  a full  anfwer  to 
that  objection. 

I remember,  upon  the  tranfmiffion  of 
that  bill  with  the  Teft-claufe  inferted,  the 
Diflenters  and  their  partizans,  among  other 
topics,  fpoke  much  of  the  good  effects  pro- 
duced by  the  lenity  of  the  government : 
That  the  Prefbyterians  were  grown  very 
inconliderable  in  their  number  and  qua- 
lity, and  would  daily  come  into  the  church, 
if  we  did  not  fright  them  from  it  by  new 
feverities.  When  the  aCt  was  palled,  they 
prefently  changed  their  ftyle,  and  raifed  a 
clamour,  through  both  kingdoms,  of  the 
great  numbers  of  confiderable  gentry  who 
were  laid  alidc,  and  could  no  longer  ferve 
their  Queen  and  country:  Which  hyperbo- 
lical way  of  reckoning,  when  it  came  to 
be  melted  down  into  truth,  amounted  to 
about  fifteen  country -juftices,  moft  of  them 
of  the  lowed:  fize,  for  eftate,  quality,  or 
underfianding.  However,  this  puts  me  in 
mind  -of  a palfage  told  me  by  a great  man, 
although  I know  not  whether  it  be  any 
where  recorded.  That  a complaint  was 
made  to  the  King  and  Council  of  Sweden, 
of  a prodigious  l'warm  of  Scots,  who,  un- 
- 2 der 
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der  the  condition  of  pedlars,  infefted  that 
kingdom  to  fuch  a degree,  as,  if  not  fud- 
denly  prevented,  might  in  time  prove  dan- 
gerous to  the  Hate,  by  joining  with  any 
difcontented  party.  Meanwhile  the  Scots, 
by  their  agents,  placed  a good  fum  of 
money  to  engage  the  offices  of  the  prime 
minifter  in  their  behalf ; who,  in  order  to 
their  defence,  told  the  Council,  He  was 
allured  they  were  but  a few  inconfiderable 
people,  that  lived  honeftly  and  poorly, 
and  were  not  of  any  confequence.  Their 
enemies  offered  to  prove  the  contrary : 
Whereupon  an  order  was  made  to  take 
their  numbers,  which  was  found  to 
amount,  as  I remember,  to  about  thirty 
thoufand.  The  affair  was  again  brought 
before  the  Council,  and  great  reproaches 
made  the  firfl  minifter,  for  his  ill  compu- 
tation ; who,  prefently  taking  the  other 
handle,  faid,  he  had  reafon  to  believe  the 
number  yet  greater  than  what  wTas  re- 
turned ; and  then  gravely  offered  to  the 
King’s  confideration,  whether  it  were  fafe 
to  render  defperate  fo  great  a body  of  able 
men,  who  had  little  to  lofe,  and  whom  any 
hard  treatment  would  only  ferve  to  unite 
into  a power  capable  of  dilturbing,  if  not 
deftroying  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.  And 
fo  they  were  fuffered  to  continue. 

SOME 
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THOUGHTS 

CONCERNING 

The  REPEAL  of  the  TEST, 

THose  of  either  fide  who  have  writ 
ten  upon  this  fubjeCl  of  the  Teft, 
in  making  or  anfwering  objections,  feem 
to  fail  by  not  prefling  fufliciently  the  chief 
point  upon  which  the  controverfy  turns. 
The  arguments  ufed  by  thofe  who  write 
for  the  church  are  very  good  in  their  kind, 
but  will  have  little  force  under  the  pre- 
fent  corruptions  of  mankind,  becaufe  the 
authors  treat  this  fubjeCt  tanqttam  in  republic  a 
JPlatonis , et  non  in  face  Romuli. 

It  muft  be  confefled,  that,  confidering 
how  few  employments  of  any  confequence 
fail  to  die  lhare  of  thofe  Englifh  who  are 
bom  in  this  kingdom,  and  thofe  few  very 
dearly  purchafed,  at  the  expence  of  con# 
fcience,  liberty,  and  all  regard  for  the  pu- 
blic good,  they  are  not  worth  contending 
for?  And,  if  nothing  but  profit  were  in  the 
cafe,  it  would  hardly  coft  me  one  figh 
when  I Ihojold  fee  thofe  few  feraps  thrown 

among 
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among  every  fpecies  of  Fanatics,  to  fcuffle 
for  among  themfelves. 

And  this  will  infallibly  be  the  cafe,  after 
repealing  the  Tell.  For,  every  fubdivifion 
of  fed  will,  with  equal  jultice,  pretend 
to  have  a fhare ; and,  as  it  is  ufual  with 
jfharers,  will  never  think  they  have  enough, 
while  any  pretender  is  left  unprovided. 
I fhall  not  except  the  Quakers ; becaufe, 
when  the  paflage  is  once  let  open  for  all 
feds  to  partake  in  public  emoluments,  it 
is  very  probable  the  lawfulnefs  of  taking 
oaths,  and  wearing  carnal  weapons,  may 
be  revealed  to  die  brotherhood;  which 
thought,  I confefs,  was  firft  put  into  my 
head  by  one  of  the  fhrewdeft  Quakers  in 
this  kingdom  *. 

* Undoubtedly  the  Quaker  hinted  at  by  Dr.  Swift  was  the 
late  Mr.  Rooke ; a man  who  had  a very  good  tafte  for  wit, 
had  read  abundance  of  hiftory,  and  was  perhaps  the  mod 
learned  Quaker,  one  of  them,  in  the  world.  To  the  bed  of 
my  recol!e&ion,  he  was  the  author  of  a good  humorous  paf- 
Coral  in  tht;  Quaker-flyle. 
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CONTROLLED 

• • * 

IN  IRELAND. 

The  Truth  of  fome  Maxims  in  State  and  Govern- 
ment, examined  ivith  reference  to  Ireland. 

THere  are  certain  Maxims  of  State, 
founded  upon  long  obfervation  and 
experience,  drawn  from  the  conftant  prac- 
tice of  the  wifeft  nations,  and  from  the 
very  principles  of  government,  nor  ever 
controlled  by  any  writer  upon  politics. 
Yet  all  thefe  Maxims  do  neceffarily  pre- 
fuppofe  a kingdom,  or  commonwealth, 
to  have  the  fame  natural  rights  common 
to  the  reft  of  mankind  who  have  entered 
into  civil  focicty.  For,  if  we  could  con- 
ceive a nation  where  each  of  the  inhabi- 
tants had  but  one  eye,  one  leg,  and  one 
hand,  it  is  plain  that,  before  you  could 
inftitute  them  into  a republic,  an  allow- 
ance muft  be  made  for  thofe  material 
defects,  wherein  they  differed  from  other 
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mortals.  Or,  imagine  a legiflator  forming 
a fyftem  for  the  government  of  Bedlam, 
and,  proceeding  upon  the  maxim  that  man 
is  a fociable  animal,  Ihould  draw  them 
out  of  their  cells,  and  form  them  into  cor- 
porations or  general  aflemblies ; the  conse- 
quence might  probably  be,  that  they  would 
fall  foul  on  each  other,  or  burn  the  houfe 
over  their  own  heads. 

Of  the  like  nature  are  innumerable  er- 
rors, committed  by  crude  and  fhort 
thinkers,  who  reafon  upon  general  to- 
pics, without  the  leaf!  allowance  for  the 
moft  important  circumftances,  which  quite 
alter  the  nature  of  the  cafe. 

This  hath  been  the  fate  of  thofe  fmall 
dealers,  who  are  every  day  publishing 
their  thoughts  either  on  paper  or  in  their 
alfemblies  for  improving  the  trade  of  Ire- 
land, and  referring  us  to  the  practice  and 
example  of  England,  Holland,  France,  or 
other  nations. 

I lhall  therefore  examine  certain  Maxims 
of  government,  which  generally  pafs  for 
uncontrolled  in  the  world,  and  confider 
how  far  they  will  fuit  widi  the  prefcm 
condition  of  this  kingdom. 

Firft,  it  is  affirmed  by  wife  men,  that  the 
dearnefs  of  things  ncceflary  for  life,  in  a 
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fruitful  country,  is  a certain  fign  of  wealth 
and  great  commerce : For,  when  fuch  ne* 
ceflaries  are  dear,  it  muff  abfolutely  follow 
that  money  is  cheap  and  plentiful. 

But  this  is  manifeftly  falfe  in  Ireland* 
for  the  following  reafon.  Some  years 
ago,  the  fpecies  of  money  here,  did  pro- 
bably amount  to  fix  or  feven  hundred 
thoufand  pounds ; and  I have  good  caufe 
to  believe,  that  our  remittances  then  did 
not  much  exceed  the  cafh  brought  in  to 
us.  But  the  prodigious  difcouragements 
we  have  fince  received  in  every  branch  of 
our  trade,  by  the  frequent  enforcements* 
and  rigorous  execution  of  the  navigation- 
aft,  the  tyranny  of  under  cuftom-hcnife 
officers,  the  yearly  addition  of  abfentees, 
the  payments  to  regiments  abroad,  to 
civil  and  military  officers  rcfiding  in  Eng- 
land, the  unexpected  fudden  demands  of 
great  fums  from  the  trcafury,  and  fame 
other  drains  of  perhaps  as  great  confe- 
' quence,  we  now  fee  ourfelves  reduced  to 
a ftate  (fince  we  have  no  friends)  of  being 
pitied  by  our  enemies,  at  lead,  if  our 
enemies  were  of  fuch  a kind  as  to  be  ca- 
pable of  any  regards  towards  us,  except 
of  hatred  and  contempt. 

Voir.  XV.  R forty 
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Forty  years  are  now  pafled  fince  the  Re-' 
volution,  when  the  contention  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  empire  was,  moft  imfortunately  for 
us,  and  altogether  againft  the  ufual  courfe 
of  fuch  mighty  changes  in  government, 
decided  in  the  leaft  important  nation,  but 
with  fuch  ravages  and  min  executed  on 
both  fides,  as  to  leave  the  kingdom  a de- 
fert,  which,  in  fome  fort,  it  ftill  continues. 
Neither  did  the  > long  rebellions  in  1641 
make  half  fuch  a deftru&ion  of  houfes, 
plantations,  and  perfonal  wealth,  in  both 
kingdoms,  as  two  years  campaigns  did  in 
ours,  by  fighting  England’s  battles. 

By  flow  degrees,  and  by  the  gentle  treat- 
ment we  received  under  two  aufpicious. 
reigns,  we  grew  able  to  live  without  run- 
. ning  in  debt.  Our  abfentees  were  but 
few,  we  had  great  indulgence  in  . trade, 
a confiderable  fliare  in  employments  of 
church  and  ftate  ; and,  while  the  fhort 
leafes  continued,  which  were  let  fomc 
years  after  the  war  ended,  tenants  paid 
their  rents  with  eafc  and  chearfulnefs,  to 
the  great  regret  of  their  landlords,  who 
had  taken  up  a fpirit  of  oppreflion  that  is 
not  eafily  removed.  And  although,  in  tliefe 
fhort  leafes,  the  rent  was  gradually  to  en- 
creafe  after  fhort  periods ; yet,  as  foon  as 
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the  term  elapfed,  the  land  was  let  to  the 
liigheft  bidder,  molt  commonly  without 
the  leaft  effectual  claufe  for  building  or 
planting.  Yet  by  many  advantages,  which 
this  ifland  then  polfclfed,  and  hath  fince 
utterly  loft,  the  rents  of  lands  ftill  grew 
higher  upon  every  leafe  that  expired, 
till  they  have  arrived  at  the  prefent  exor- 
bitance ; when  the  frog,  overfwelling 
himfelf,  burft  at  laft. 

With  the  price  of  land,  of  neceflity  rofe 
that  of  corn  and  cattle,  and  all  other  com- 
modities that  farmers  deal  in : Hence  like- 
wife,  obvioully,  the  rates  of  all  goods  and 
manufactures  among  fhopkeepers,  the  wa- 
ges of  fervants,  and  hire  of  labourers. 
But,  although  our  miferies  came  on  faft. 
With  neither  trade  nor  money  left,  yet 
neither  will  the  landlord  abate  in  his  rent, 
nor  can  the  tenant  abate  in  the  price  of 
what  that  rent  muft  be  paid  with,  nor  any 
Ihopkeeper,  tradefman,  or  labourer  live, 
at  lower  expence,  for  food  and  clothing, 
than  he  did  before. 

I have  been  the  larger  upon  this  firft 
head,  becaufe  the  fame  obl'ervations  will 
clear  up  and  ftrengthen  a good  deal  of 
what  I fhall  affirm  upon  the  reft. 
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The  fecond  Maxim  of  thofe  who  reafon 
upon  trade  and  government,  is  to  aflert, 
that  low  intereft  is  a certain  fign  of  great 
plenty  of  money  in  a nation,  for  which, 
as  in  many  other  articles,  they  produce 
the  examples  of  Holland  and  England.  But, 
with  relation  to  Ireland,  this  Maxim  is 
likewife  entirely  falfe. 

There  are  two  reafons  for  the  lownefs 
of  intereft  in  any  country.  Firft,  that 
which  is  ufually  alledged,  the  great  plenty 
of  fpecies  *,  and  this  is  obvious.  The  fe- 
cond is  the  want  of  trade,  which  feldom 
falls  under  common  obfervation,  although 
it  be  equally  true.  For,  where  trade  is 
altogether  difeouraged,  there  are  few  bor- 
rowers. In  thofe  countries  where  men 
can  employ  a large  ftock,  the  young  mer- 
chant, wliofc  fortune  may  be  four  or  five 
hundred  pounds,  will  venture  to  borrow 
as  much  more,  and  can  afford  a reafon- 
able  intereft.  Neither  is  it  eafy  at  this  day 
to  find  many  of  thofe,  whole  bufinefs 
reaches  to  employ  even  fo  inconfiderable 
ii  fum,  except  among  the  importers  of 
vine  ; who,  as  they  have  moft  part  of  the 
prefent  trade  in  thefe  parts  of  Ireland  in 
their  hands,  fo  they  are  the  moft  exorbi- 
tant, exa&ing,  fraudulent  dealers,  that 
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ever  trafficked  in  any  nation,  and  are  mak- 
ing all  poffible  fpeed  to  ruin  both  them- 
felves  and  the  nation. 

From  this  defeCl,  of  gentlemens  not 
knowing  how  to  difpofe  of  their  ready 
money,  arifeth  the  high  purchafe  of  lands, 
which  in  all  other  countries  is  reckoned 
a fign  of  wealth.  For,  the  frugal  fquires, 
who  live  below  their  incomes,  have  no 
other  way  to  difpofe  of  their  favings  but 
by  mortgage  or  purchafe,  by  which  the 
rates  of  land  mull  naturally  encreafe; 
and,  if  this  trade  continues  long  under  the 
uncertainty  of  rents,  the  landed  men  of 
ready  money  will  find  it  more  for  their  ad- 
vantage to  fend  their  cafh  to  England,  and 
place  it  in  the  funds  ; which  I myfelf  am 
determined  to  do,  the  firft  confiderable 
fum  I fhall  be  mafter  of. 

It  hath  likewife  been  a Maxim  among 
politicians,  that  the  great  encreafe  of  build- 
ings in  the  metropolis  argues  a flourifhing 
flate.  But  this,  I confefs,  hath  been  con- 
trolled from  the  example  of  London  ; 
where,  by  the  long  and  annual  parliamen- 
tary feffions,  fuch  a number  of  fenators, 
with  their  families,  friends,  adherents,  and 
expectants,  draw  fuch  prodigious  numbers 
to  that  citv,  that  the  old  hofpitable  cuftom 
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of  lords  and  gentlemen  living  in  their  an- 
tient  feats,  among:  their  tenants,  is  aimoft 
loft  in  England  ; is  laughed  out  of.  doors* 
in  fo  much  that,  in  the  middle  of  furmner, 
a legal  Houfe  of  Lords  and  Commons 
might  be  brought  in  a few  hours  to 
London,  from  their  country  villas  within 
twelve  miles  round. 

The  cafe  in  Ireland  is  yet  fomewhat 
Avorfe:  For  the  abfentees  of  great  eftates, 
who,  if  they  lived  at  home,  would  have 
many  rich  retainers  in  their  neighbour- 
hoods, having  learned  to  rack  their  lands, 
and  Ihorten  their  leafes,  as  much  as  any 
refiding  fquire;  and  the  few  remaining  of 
thefe  latter,  having  fome  vain  hope  of  em- 
ployments for  themfelves  or  their  children, 
and  difcouraged  by  the  beggarlinefs  and 
thievery  of  their  own  miferable  farmers 
and  cottagers,  or  feduced  by  the  vanity 
of  their  wives,  on  pretence  of  their  chil- 
dren’s education,  (whereof  the  fruits  arc 
fo  apparent)  together  with  that,  moft  won- 
derful and  yet  more  unaccountable  zeal 
for  a feat  in  their  aflembly,  though  at 
fome  years  purchafe  of  their  whole  eftates. 
Thefe,  and  fome  other  motives  better  let 
pafs,  have  drawn  fuch  a concourfe  to  this 
beggarly  city,  that  the  dealers  of  the  feve- 
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ral  branches  of  building  have  found  out 
all  the  commodious  and  inviting  places  for 
erecting  new  houfes,  while  fifteen  hundred 
of  the  old  ones,  which  is  a feventh  part  of 
the  whole  city,  are  faid  to  be  left  uninha- 
bited, and  falling  to  ruin.  Their  method 
is  the  fame  with  that  which  was  fil'd;  in- 
troduced by  Doctor  Barebone  at  London, 
who  died  a bankrupt.  The  mafon,  the 
bricklayer,  the  carpenter,  the  (later,  and 
the  glazier,  take  a lot  of  ground,  club  to 
build  one  or  more  houfes,  unite  their 
credit,  their  (lock,  and  their  money,  and 
when  their  work  is  finillied,  fell  it  to  the 
bed  advantage  they  can.  But,  as  it  often 
happens,  and  more  every  day,  that  their 
v fund  will  not  anfwer  half  their  defign,  they 
are  forced  to  underfell  it  at  the  firft  (lory, 
and  are  all  reduced  to  beggary.  In  fo 
much  that  I know  a certain  fanatic 
brewer  *,  who  is  reported  to  have  fome 
hundreds  of  houfes  in  this  town,  is  faid 
to  have  purchafed  the  greater  part  of  them 
at  half  value  from  ruined  undertakers, 
hath  intelligence  of  all  new  houfes  where 
the  finifliiog  is  at  a Hand,  takes  advantage 
of  the  builder’s  diftrefs,  and,  by  the  ad- 
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vantage  of  ready  money,  gets  fifty  per  cent. 
at  leaf!  for  his  bargain. 

It  is  another  undifputed  Maxim  in  go- 
vernment, that  people  are  the  riches  of  a 
nation ; which  is  fo  univerfally  granted, 
that  it  will  be  hardly  pardonable  to  bring; 
it  in  doubt.  And  I will  grant  it  to  be  lb 
far  true,  even  in  this  illand,  that,  if  we 
had  the  African  cuftom  or  privilege,  of 
felling  our  ul’elefs  bodies  for  Haves  to 
foreigners,  it  would  be  the  moll  ufeful 
branch  of  our  trade,  by  ridding  us  of  a 
moll  unfupportable  burthen,  and  bringing 
us  money  in  the  Head.  But,  in  our  prelent 
lituation,  at  leall  live  children  in  fix  who 
are  born  lie  a dead  weight  upon  us  for 
want  of  employment.  And  a very  Ikillful 
computer  alfured  me,  that  above  one  half 
of  the  fouls  in  this  kingdom  fupported 
themfelves  by  begging  and  thievery, 
whereof  two  thirds  would  be  able  to  get 
their  bread  in  any  other  country  upon 
earth.  Trade  is  the  only  incitement  to 
labour : Where  that  fails,  the  poorer  na~ 
tive  mull  either  beg,  Heal,  or  llarve,  or 
be  forced  to  quit  his  country.  This  hath 
made  me  often  wilh,  for  fome  years 
pq.il,  that,  inllead  of  difcouraging  our 
people  from  feeking  foreign  foil,  that 
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tlie  public  would  rather  pay  for  tranf- 
porting  all  our  unneceflary  mortals,  whe- 
ther Papifts  or  Proteftants,  to  America,  as 
drawbacks  are  fometimes  allowed  for  ex- 
porting commodities  where  a nation  is 
overftocked.  I confefs  myfelf  to  be  touch- 
ed with  a very  feniible  pleafure,  when  I 
hear  of  a mortality  in  any  country-parifli 
or  village,  where  the  wretches  are  forced 
to  pay  for  a filthy  cabin  and  two  ridges  of 
potatoes  treble  die  worth,  brought  up  to 
fteal  or  beg,  for  want  of  work,  to  whom 
death  would  be  the  belt  thing  to  be  wifitied 
for,  on  account  both  of  themfelves  and 
the  public. 

Among  all  taxes  impofed  by  the  legilla- 
ture,  thofe  upon  luxury  are  univerfally  al- 
lowed to  be  the  moll  equitable  and  bene- 
ficial to  the  fubjcdt ; and  the  commonell 
reafoner  on  government  might  fill  a vo- 
lume with  arguments  on  the  fubjedt.  Yet 
here  again,  by  the  lingular  fate  of  Ireland, 
this  maxim  is  utterly  falfe  ; and  the  put- 
ing  it  in  practice  may  have  fuch  perni- 
cious a confequence,  as  I certainly  believe 
the  thoughts  of  the  prppofers  were  not 
able  to  reach. 

The  miferies  we  fuller  by  our  abfentees 
are  of  a far  more  extenfive  nature  than 
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feems  to  be  commonly  underflood.  I mufi 
vindicate  myfelf  to  the  reader  lb  far,  as  to 
declare  folemnly  that  what  I fhaLl  fay  of 
thole  lords  and  fquires,  doth  not  arife  from 
die  lealt  regard  I have  for  their  underftand- 
ings,  their  virtues,  or  their  perfons.  Fox, 
although  I have  not  die  honour  of  the 
leafl  acquaintance  widi  any  one  among 
them,  (my  ambition  not  foaring  fo  high) 
yet  I am  too  good  a witnefs  of  the  fituation 
they  have  been  in  for  thirty  years  paft, 
die  veneradon  paid  them  by  the  people, 
die  high  efteem  they  are  in  among  the 
prime  nobility  and  gentry',  the  particular 
marks  of  favour  and  dillinction  they  re* 
ceive  from  the  court:  The  weight  and 
confequence  of  their  intereft,  added  to  their 
great  zeal  and  application  'for  preventing 
any  hardiliips  their  country  might  fuller 
from  England,  wifely  confidering  that 
their  own  fortunes  and  honours  were  em- 
barked in  the  lame  bottom. 
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SENT  TO 

DOCTOR  SWIFT, 

B i 

P 1 

A (QUAKER, 

When  three  hundred  pounds  were  bid  for 
taking  up  the  Drajpier. 

i Sam.  Chap.  xiv.  Ver.  45, 

T£  \ NB  die  people  faid  unto  Saul, 
“ Jr\.  Shall  Jonathan  die,  who  hath 
“ wrought  this  great  falvation  in  Ifrael? 
“ God  forbid:  As  the  Lord  liveth,  there 
“ fliall  not  one  hair  of  his  head  fall  to  the 
t£  ground ; for  he  wrought  with  God 
“ this  day.  So  the  people  refeued  Jona- 
11  than,  that  he  died  not.” 
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Letter  from  Sir  John  Browne 

T O 

DOCTOR  SWIFT. 

Reverend  Sir,  Dawfon-Street,  April  4, 1728# 

BY  a ftrange  fatality,  though  you  were 
the  only  perfon  in  the  world  from 
whom  I would  conceal  my  being  an  au- 
thor, yet  you  were  unaccountably  the  only 
one  let  into  the  fecret  of  it:  The  ignorant 
poor  man,  who  was  entrufted  by  me  to 
deliver  out  the  little  books,  though  he 
kept  the  fecret  from  all  others,  yet  from 
the  nature  of  the  fubjeft,  he  concluded 
that  I could  have  no  interefl  in  concealing 
it  from  you,  who  were  fo  univerfally 
known  to  be  an  indefatigable  promoter 
of  the  general  welfare  of  Ireland.  But 
though  the  accident  gave  me  fome  uneafi- 
nefs  at  lirfl: ; yet,  when  I conlider  your 
character,  I cannot  doubt  (however  (lender 
the  foundation  of  fuch  a hope  may  be 
from  any  merits  of  my  own)  but  your 
generofity  will  oblige  you  to  conceal  what 
chance  has  revealed  to  you,  and  incline 
you  to  judge  of  me,  not  from  the  report 
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of  tny  enemies,  but  from  what  I appear 
in  the  little  tracts  which  have  waited  on 
you.  , 

I lhall  not  prefume,  Sir,  to  detain  you 
with  the  narrative  of  the  original,  and 
progrefs  of  the  parliamentary  accufations 
and  votes  againlt  me ; although,  would 
you  do  me  the  honour  to  enquire,  I could 
ealily  convince  you  from  my  own  parti- 
cular cafe,  that  men  have  two  characters, 
one  which  is  either  good  or  bad,  accord- 
ing to  the  prevailing  number  of  their 
friends  or  enemies,  and  one  which  never 
varies  for  either : One  which  has  little  or 
no  regard  to  the  virtue  or  vice  of  the  fub- 
jeCt,  and  one  which  regards  that  alone,  is 
inherent  (if  I may  fay  fo)  in  the  fubjeCt, 
and  defcribes  it  what  it  really  is,  without 
regard  either  to  friends  or  enemies. 

All  I lhall  beg  of  you,  is  to  fulpend  your 
judgment  upon  it,  ftnee  all  parties  allow 
that  although  I had  feveral  fummons 
from  the . Committee  for  Monday,  and 
many  evidences  on  the  road  in  obedience 
to  their  fummons,  yet  I was  tied  down  by 
the  Committee  the  preceding  Saturday, 
and  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  all  my  evi- 
dences, notwithstanding  any  thing  I could 
urge  to  the  contrary.  This  I hope  I may 

fay 


Digitized  by  Googl 


is4  ' -A  LETTER  froth 
fay  without  injury  to  Mr.  Bingham:  For 
fure  he  may  be  intirely  innocent,  and  yet 
a magiftrate  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion of  the  Lord  Chief- Juftice  who  takes 
examinations  againft  him : Examinations 
that  do  not  even  contain  matter  to  form 
an  indictment  upon,  may  be  innocent 
alfo. 

It  fhall  fuffice  therefore  to  fay,  I went 
from  Ireland  loaded  with  the  fevered  cen* 
fures  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons:  Injured, 
as  I thought,  and  opprefled  to  the  greateft 
degree  imaginable,  robbed  of  that  cha* 
raCter  which  was  dearer  to  me  than  life 
itfelfj  and  all  that  by  an  overbearing, 
overpowering  intereft. 

I fought,  in  England,  for  that  peace  and 
protection  which  was  denied  me  at  home. 
My  public  character  followed  me:  My 
countrymen  avoided  me.  The  nature  of 
man  is  Ibciable:  I was  forced  to  herd  with 
Grangers.  A Prime  Minifter,  engaged  in 
the  fuccefs  of  a fcheme,  wants  no  emif- 
faries  to  fpy  out  all  that  makes  for  him, 
and  to  fly  with  what  they  have  found  to 
their  employer.  I was  unfortunately  fet 
by  thofe  fort  of  creatures : My  fentiments 
on  the  date  of  our  money-matters  were  in- 
duflriouflv  fifted  through  me ; and  when 
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that  was  done,  before  I knew  any  thing  of 
the  matter,  I was  ferved  with  his  Majdly’S 
fummons : In  a hurry  I ran  out  of  town, 
and  ftatid  in  the  country  a while  j but,  on 
my  return  again,  found  another  fummons 
at  my  lodgings  ; and,  terrified  by  the  difmat 
cfFedts  of  power  at  home  from  rifking  a 
fecond  fhipwreck  abroad,  I yielded  to  it, 
and  appeared  at  the  Cockpit. 

. It  is  true  my  appearance  at  the  Cockpit,  to 
thofe  who  knew  me  only  by  the  votes  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  mull  have  looked  like 
a defign  of  revenge  ; and  I had  many  and 
powerful  enemies,  who  gave  all  my  addons 
the  worft  colour.  But,  to  take  the  matter 
impartially,  Sir,  is  there  no  allowance  to  be 
made’  for  a mind  already  ,broken  by  the 
difrnal  effedts  of  prevailing  power,  and 
filled  with  the  apprehenfions  of  fecond 
dangers  ? Is  there  no  allowance  for  a 
man,  young  in  the  knowledge  of  the  world. 
Under  all  thefe  fears  and  misfortunes,  if 
he  has  yielded  to  "the  repeated  fummons 
of  the  Council  of  England,  in  which  his 
Majefty  was  prefent,  and  if  he  was  there, 
after  a long  and  ftrenuous  opposition,  for- 
ced to  tell  his  fentiments  ? Forced,  Sir,  to 
tell  his  fentiments,  not  in  the  manner  re- 
prefcnted  to  the  world,  but  in  a manner 
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the  moft  cautious  of  giving  room  for  a 
pretence  to  oppofe  the  inclinations  of  our 
parliament. 

But,  alas,  the  confequence ! You,  Sir, 
the  defender  of  Ireland,  were  foon  engaged 
againft  me  on  that  account ; and  that  fatal 
genius  of  yours,  in  an  inftant,  ruined 
my  charailer ; but  even  ruin-bearing  as  it 
was,  I blelTed  it : The  caufe  which  you  un- 
dertook was  dear  to  me ; and  though  fame 
is  the  laft  thing  which  one  would  facrifice 
even  for  his  country,  yet  I parted  with 
that  with  pleafure,  whilft  you  thought  it 
neceftary  for  tine  public  good  fo  to  do:  But 
now  the  end  is  ferved,  Dear  Sir,  may  not 
the  man  have  his  mare  again  ? 

Plato  being  told  that  certain  perfons  af- 
perfed  his  character,  and  reprefented  him 
abroad  as  a very  ill  man ; inftead  of  expof- 
tulating  with  his  enemies,  and  returning 
reproach  for  reproach,  concealed  himfelf, 
faying,  No  matter , my  friends,  the  •whole  life  of 
Plato  Jhall  give  his  accufers  the  lie. 

Could  I fet  before  me  a greater  example? 
Under  the  general  difpleafure  of  my  coun- 
try, under  all  the  cenfures  which  the  reft- 
lefs  malice  of  my  enemies  could  devife, 
and  under  the  keen  edge  of  the  D rapier’s 
wit;  the  only  revenge  I indulged  myfelf, 
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*tfas.  by  a fteady  love  for  my  country,  and 
by  nianifeft  a<5ls  of  affedlion  thereto,  to 
be  a filent  reproach  to  the  foul  tongues  of 
iny  enemies.  . . 

T Permit  then,  Sir,  permit  me  in  peace  to 
ftake  liis  igreat  example?  and  no  longer 
.give  way,  to  die  power  of  my  enemies,  by 
Continuing  to  bpprefs  me*  They  have  ah 
ready  gained  their  caufe  by  you:  But  I mud 
fay,  it  was  not  the  fword  of  Ajax,  but  the 
armour  of  Achilles  which  he  put  on,  that 
Won  the  day.* 

-jr.The  caufe  for  which  you  undertook  my 
rdiijt,  was  the  caufe  of  my  country:  It  was 
agOod  caufeyjand  you  fliall  ever  find  me 
aftliat  fide.  You  have  carried  it,  and  I know 
you,  will  no  longer  be  my  enemy.  But 
alas!  Sir,  as  long  as  your  works  fubfdb 
where  ever  they  be  read,  even  unto  the  end 
of  time,  mull  I be  branded  -as  a villain.  It 
is  aliard  fentence ; and  yet  unlefs  the  fpear 
of  Achilles,  the  fame  inftrument  which 
-gave  the  wound,  adminiiter  the  remedy, 
Ikmuft  bejfbi  'if  u 

ii  in  Ihort,  Sir,  you  mu  ft  be  a man  of  ho- 
nour: It  is  not  poflible  that  honour  fhould 
be  wanting  where  all  the  diftinguifhing 
charafteriltics  of  it  are  found:  I cannot 
Vol.  XV.  S ' doubt 


Digitized  by  Googl 


2^8  . ^LETTER  from 

doubt  it ) and  therefore  I will  let  you  fully 
into  a fecret  which  accident  has  given 
you  a part  of,  and  I am  fure  you  will  keep 
it. 

% i 

The  fource  of  all  my  misfortunes  was  the 
, vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons } but  I 
have  laboured  however,  as  I always  ihall, 
to  ferve  my  country  and  make  myfelf 
agreeable  to  them:  And  though  the  misfor- 
tune of  a bad  public  character  deprived 
me  of  the  private  • converfation  of  my 
countrymen,  which  is  the  fureft  and  belt 
way  to  know  our  true  intereft?  yet  I flat- 
ter myfelf  that  my  little  Eflays  may  be 
ufeful,  at  leaft  they  may  be  no  bad  be- 
ginning : And  you  know  it  is  eafy  to  add 
to  a work  once  begun.  But  if  the  work 
is  known  to  be  mine,  the  very  name 
will  condemn  it,  and  render  it  ufelcfs  to 
my  country.  ' 

Whatever  the  faults  may  be,  I have 
publicly  applied  to  you  to  amend  them, 
before  the  bearer's  miftake  made  me  deter- 
mine this  private  application  to  you:  And 
-I  mud  fay,  that  I fhall  reckon  it  no  fmall 
degree  of  honour,  if  you  take  thar  trouble 
; upon  you. 

* • “ * • i 

- .In 
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In  the  mean-time  I Ihall  beg  the  favour 
of  you,  to  keep  a fecret  which  no  other  per- 
fon  but  my  printer,  my  bookfeller,  and 
the  bearer  knows.  I am, 

Reverend  Sir, 

t * r • * 

• Your  moft  obedient  fervant. 


JOHN  BROWNE. 


i ; 

* 
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Mr.  M‘Culla’s  Project  about  Half- 
pence,  and  a new  one  propofed. 

Written  in  Mdccxxix, 


SIR, 

YOU  defire  to  know  my  opinion  concern- 
ing Mr.  M‘Culla’s  project,  of  circulat- 
ing notes  damped  on  copper,  that  fhall 
pafs  for  the  value  of  Halfpence  and  Pence. 
I have  l'ome  knowledge  of  the  man  ; and, 
about  a month  ago,  he  brought  me  his 
book,  with  a couple  of  his  halfpenny 
notes : But  I was  then  out  of  order,  and 
he  could  not  be  admitted.  Since  that  time 
I called  at  his  houfe,  where  I difeourfed 
the  whole  affair  with  him  as  thoroughly 
as  I could.  I am  altogether  a ftranger  to  his 
character.  He  talked  to  me  in  the  ufual 
flyle,  with  a great  profellion  of  zeal  for 
the  public-good ; which  is  the  common 
cant  of  all  projectors  in  their  bills,  from  a 
tird  minifler  of  date  down  to  a corn- 
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cutter.  But,  l flopped  him  fhort,  as  I 
would  have  done  a better  man  •,  becaufe  It 
is  too  grofs  a practice  to  pafs  at  any  time, 
and  efpecially  in  this  age,  -where  we  all 
know  one  another  fo  well.  Yet,  whoever 
propofeth  any  fcheme,  which  may  prove 
to  be  a public  benefit,  I fhall  not  quarrel, 
i£  it  prove  likewife  very  beneficial  to  him- 
felf.  It  is  certain,  that,  next  to  the  want 
of  filver,  our  greatefl  diftrefs  in  point  of 
coin  is  the  want  of  fmall  change,  which 
may  be  fome  poor  relief  for  the  defect  of 
the  former,  fince  the  crown  will  not  pleafe 
to  take  that  work  upon  them  here  as  they 
do  in  England.  One  thing  in  Mr.  M‘Culla’s 
book  is  certainly  right, ' that  no  law  hin- 
ders me  from  giving  a payable  note  upon 
leather,  wood,  copper,  brafs,  iron,  or  any 
other  material  (except  gold  and  filver)  as 
well  as  upon  paper.  The  queflion  is, 
whether  I can  fue  him  on  a copper  bond,  - 
where  there  is  neither  hand  nor  feal,  nor 
witnefies  to  prove  it.  To  fupply  this,  he 
hath  propofed,  that  the  materials  upon 
which  his  note  is  written  fhall  be  in  fome 
•degree  of:  value  equal  to  the  debt.  But 
.that  is  one  principal  matter  to  be  enquired 
itito.  His  fcheme  is  this,  - ' 
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He  gives  you  a piece  of  copper  for  a 
halfpenny  or  penny,  ftampt  with  a pro- 
miffary  note  to  pay  you  twenty  pence  for 
every  pound  of  copper  notes,  whenever  you 
lhall  return  them.  Eight  and  forty  of  thefe 
halfpenny  pieces  are  to  weigh  a pound, 
and  he  fells  you  that  pound,  coined  and 
Itamped,  for  two  {hillings ; by  which  he 
clearly  gains  a little  more  than  16  per  cent. 
that  is  to  fay,  two  pence  in  every  {hilling. 

This  will  certainly  arife  to  a great  fum,  if 
he  {hould  circulate  as  large  a quantity  of 
his  notes  as  the  kingdom,  under  the  great 
dearth  of  filver,  may  very  probably  require : 
Enough  indeed  to  make  any  Irifh  tradef- 
man’s  fortune ; which,  however,  I {hould 
not  repine  at  in  the  leaft,  if  we  could  be  fure 
of  his  fair  dealing.  It  was  obvious  for  me 
to  raife  the  common  objection,  why  Mr. 
M‘Culla  would  not  give  fecurity  to  pay 
the  whole  fum  to  any  man  who  return- 
ed him  his  copper  notes,  as  my  Lord 
Dartmouth  and  Colonel  Moor  were  by 
their  patents  obliged  to  do.  To  which  he 
gave  me  fome  anfwers  plaufible  enough. 
Firft,  he  conceived  that  his  coins  were 
much  nearer  to  the  intrinfic  value  than 
any  of  thofe  coined  by  patents,  the  bulk 
tmd  goodnefs  of  the  metal  equalling  the 
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beft  Englilh  halfpence  made  by  the  Crown. 
That  he  apprehended  the  ill-will  of  envious 
and  defigning  people,  who,  if  they  found 
him  to  have  a great  vent  for  his  notes, 
fince  he  wanted  the  protection  of  a patent, 
might  make  a run  upon  him  which  he 
could  not  be  able  to  fupport.  And,  laftly, 
that  his  copper,  as  is  already  faid,  being 
equal  in  value  and  bulk  to  the  Englilh 
halfpence,  he  did  not  apprehend  they 
Ihould  ever  be  returned,  unlefs  a combi- 
nation, proceeding  from  fpite  and  eavy, 
might  be  formed  againlt  him. 

But  there  are  feme  points  in  his  propo- 
fal  which  I cannot  well  anfwer  for,  nor  do 
I know  whether  he  will  be  able  to  do  it 
himfelf.  The  firlt  is,  whether  the  copper 
he  gives  us  will  be  as  good  as  what  the 
crown  provided  for  the  Englilh  halfpence 
and  farthings  ? And,  fecondly,  whether  he 
will  always  continue  to  give  us  as  good  ? 
And,  thirdly,  when  he  will  think  lit  to  Hop 
his  hand,  and  give  us  no  more?  For  I 
Ihould  be  as  forry  to  be  at  the  mercy  of 
Mr.  M'Culla,  as  of  Mr.  Wood. 

There  is  another  difficulty  of  the  lall 
importance.  It  is  known  enough  that  the 
Crown  is  fuppofed  to  be  neither  gainer  nor 
Jofer  by  the  coinage  of  any  metal:  For  they 
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fubtraft,  or  ought  to  fubtnuft  no  more  from 
the  intrinfic  value  than  what  will  juft  pay 
the  charges  of  the  mint ; and  how  much 
that  will  amount  to  is  the  queftion.  By 
what  I could  gather  from  Mr.  M‘Cullaj 
good  copper  is  worth  fourteen  pence  per 
pound.  By  this  computation,  if  he  fells 
■ his  copper  notes  for  two  fhillings  the 
pound,  and  will  pay  twenty  pence  back, 
then  the  expence  of  coinage  for  one  pound 
of  copper  muft  be  fix  pence,  which  is 
30  per  cent.  The  world  fhould  be  particu* 
larly  fatisfied  on  this  article,  before  he 
vends  his  notes : For  die  difcount  of  30 
per  cent,  is  prodigious,  and  vaftly  more 
than  I can  conceive  it  ought  to  be.  For,  if 
we  add  to  that  proportion  the  1 6 per  cent. 
which  he  avows  to  keep  for  his  own  pro- 
fit, there  will  be  a difcount  of  about  4 6 per 
cent.  Or,  to  reckon  I think  a fairer  way ; 
whoever  buys  a pound  of  Mr.  M‘Culla's 
fcoin,  at  two  fhillings  per  pound,  carries 
home  only  * the  real  value  of  fourteen 
pence,  which  is  a pound  of  copper  ; and 
thus  he  is  a lofer  of  41  /.  13  s.  4 d.  per  cent. 
But,  however,  this  high  difcount  of  30  per 
cent,  will  be  no  objetftion  againft  M‘Culia's 
propofal ; becaufe,  if  the  charge  of  coin- 
age will  honeftly  amount  to  fo  much,  and 
. • * 3 we 
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We  fuppofe  his  copper  notes  may  he  rev 
turned  upon  hiffi,  he  wiflbethc  greater 
Cofferer  of  the  two  ; becaufe  the  buyer  can 
lofe  but  four  pence  in  a pound,  and  M'Cul- 
la  muft  lofe  fix  pence,  -which  -was  the 
charge  of  the  Coinage. 

Upbn  the 'whole,  there  are  fome  point* 
which  muft  be  fettled  to  the  general  fatif- 
faction,  before  we  can  fafely  take  Mr. 
IVTCulla’s  copper  notes  for  value  received ; 
and  how  he  will  give  that  fatisfa&ion,  is 
$ot  within  my  knowledge  or  conjedture. 
The  firft  point  is„  That  we  fhall  be  always 
Cure  of  receiving  good  copper,  equal  in 
bulk  and  fineneis  to  the  befl  English  half- 


pence. . ; - • 

...  The  fecond  point  is,  to  know  what  al- 
lowance he  makes  to  himfelf,  either  out 
pf  the  weight  or  mixture  of  his  copper,  or 
both,  for  the  charge  of  coinage.  As  to  the 
weight,  the  matter  is  eafy  by  his  own 
fcheme : For,  as  I have  faid  before,  he  pro- 
pofes  forty-eight  to  weigh  a pound,  which 
he  gives  you  for  two  Ihillings,  and  receives 
it  by  the  pound  at  twenty  pence : So  that, 
fuppofmg  pure  copper  to  be  fourteen  pence 
a pound,  he  makes  you  pay  30  per  cent,  for 
die  labour  of  coining,  as  I have  already 
obferved,  befides  16  per  cent,  when  he  fell* 
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it.  But,  if  to  this  he  adds  any  alloy,  to 
debafe  the  metal,  although  it  be  not  above 
io  per  cent,  then  Mr.  M‘Culla’s  promiflory 
notes  will,  to  the  intrinlic  value  of  the 
metal,  be  above  47  per  cent,  difcount. 

For,  fubtra&ing  10 per  cent,  off  60  L worth 
of  copper,  it  will  (to  avoid  fractions)  be 
about  five  and  a half  per  cent,  in  the  whole 
too  /.  which,  added  to  - - 41  13  4 

5100 

■ 

will  be  per  cent.  47  3 4 

That  we  are  under  great  diftrefs  for 
change,  and  that  Mr.  M‘Culla’s  copper 
notes,  on  fuppofition  of  the  metal  being 
pure,  is  lefs  liable  to  objection  than  the 
project  of  Wood,  may  be  granted  ; but 
fuch  a difcount,  where  we  are  not  fure 
even  of  our  twenty  pence  a pound,  ap- 
pears hitherto  a dead  weight  on  his 
fcheme. 

Since  I writ  this,  calling  to  mind  that  I 
had  fome  copper  halfpence  by  me,  I weigh- 
ed them  with  thofe  of  Mr.  M‘Culla,  and 
obferved  as  follows. 

Firft,  I weighed  Mr.  M'Culla’s  halfpenny 
again!!  an  Englifh  one  of  King  Charles  II. 
which  outweighed  Mr.  M‘Culla’s  a fourth 
* •’rt,  or  25  per  cent. 

I like- 


Digitized  by  Google 


Project  about  Halfpence.  267 

I likewife  weighed  an  Irifh  Patrick  and 
David  halfpenny,  which  outweighed  Mr. 
M‘Culla's  1 2 ^ per  cent.  It  had  a very  fair 
and  deep  imprellion,  and  milled  very  fkil- 
fully  round. 

I found  that  even  a common  Harp  half- 
penny, well  preferved,  weighed  equal  to 
Mr.  M‘Culla’s.  And  even  fome  of  Wood's 
halfpence  were  near  equal  in  weight  to 
his.  Therefore,  if  it  be  true  that  he  does 
not  think  Wood’s  copper  to  have  been 
faulty,  he  may  probably  give  us  no  better. 

I have  laid  thefe  loofe  thoughts  together 
with  litde  order,  to  give  you,  and  others 
who  may  read  them,  an  opportunity  of 
digefting  them  better.  I am  no  enemy  to 
Mr.  M‘Culla’s  project,  but  I would  have  it 
put  upon  a better  foot.  I own  that  this 
halfpenny  of  King  Charles  II.  which  I 
weighed  againft  Mr.  M'Culla’s,  was  of  the 
faireft  kind  I had  feen.  However,  it  is 
plain  the  crown  could  afford  it  without 
being  a lofer.  But  it  is  probable,  that  the 
officers  of  the  mint  were  then  more  honeft 
than  they  have  fince  thought  fit  to  be*, 
for  I cqnfefs  not  to  have  met  thofe  of  any 
other  year  fo  weighty,  or  in  appearance  of 
lb  good  metal,  among  all  the  copper  coins 
the  three  laft  reigns ; yet  thefe,  how- 
ever, 
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ever,  did  much  outweigh  thofe  of  Mr. 
M‘Culla ; for  I have  tried  the  experiment 
on  a hundred  of  them.  I have  indeed  feen 
accidentally  one  or  two  very  light,  but  it 
muft  certainly  have  been  done  by  chance, 
or  rather,  I fuppofe  them  to  be  counter- 
feits. Be  that  as  it  will,  it  is  allowed  on 
all  hands,  that  good  copper  was  never 
known  to  be  cheaper  than  it  is  at  prefent 
l am  ignorant  of  the  price,  further  than 
by  his  informing  me  that  it  is  only  four- 
teen pence  a pound ; by  which  I obferve 
he  charges  the  coinage  at  30  per  cent.  And 
therefore  I cannot  but  think  his  demands 
are  exorbitant.  But,  to  fay  the  truth,  the 
deamefs  or  cheapness  of  the  metal  do  not 
properly  enter  into  the  queftion.  What  we 
defire  is,  that  it  fhquld  be  of  the  beft  kind, 
and  as  weighty  as  can  be  afforded;  that 
the  profit  of  the  contriver  fhould  be  re- 
duced from  16  to  8 per  cent,  and  the  charge 
of  coinage,  if  poffible,  from  30  to  to,  oi- 
ls' at  moft. 

Mr.  M‘CuUa  muft  alfo  give  good  feeurity 
that  he  will  coin  only  a determinate  fum, 
not  exceeding  twenty  thoufand  pounds; 
by  which,  although  he  fifiould  deal  , with 
allrtprighmefis  imaginable,  and  make  Ids 
coin  a$  good  as  that  I weighed  offting 
, • % Charles 
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Charles  II.;  he  will,  at  1 6 per  cent,  gain 
three  thoufand  two  hundred  pounds : A 
ver!ygood  additional  job  to  a private  trade!* 
man’s  fOTtune. 

< I jnauft  advife  him  alfo  to  employ  bet- 
ter workmen,  and,  make  his  impreffions 
deeper  and  plainer,  by  which  a riling  rim 
may  be  left  about  the  edge  of  his  coin,  to 
preferve  the  letter  from  Wearing  out  too 
foon.  He  hath  no  wardens  nor  mailers,  or 
other  officers  Of  the  mint  to  fuck  up  his 
profit;  and,  therefore,  can  afford  to  coin 
cheaper  than  the  crown,  if  he  will  but  find 
good  materials,  proper  implements,  and 
ikilful  workmen.  • 

Whether  this  project  will  fuccee&in  Mr. 
M^Culla’s  hands,  (which,  if  it  be  honeftly 
executed,  I Ihould  be  glad  to  fee ;)  one 
•thing  I am  confident  of,  that  it  might  be 
ealily  brought  to  perfection  by  a fociety  Of 
inine  or  ten  honeft  gentlemen  of  fortune, 
hvho  wifh  well  to  their  country,  and  would 
be  content  to  be  neither  gamers  nor  Lofers, 
'further  than  the  bare  intereft  of  their  mo- 
ney. And  Mr.  M*Culla,  as  being  the  firft 
■ftarter  of  the  fcheme,  miglit  be  confidered 
and  rewarded  by  fuch  a fociety ; whereof, 
although  I am  not  a man  of  fortune,  'l 
Ihould  think  it  an  honour  and  happinefs 

to 
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to  be  one,  even  with  borrowed  money  np-< 
on  the  beft  fecnrity  I could  give.  And, 
firft,  I am  confident,  without  any  fkill  but 
by  general  reafon,  that  the  charge  of  coin- 
ing copper  would  be  very  much  lefs  than 
30  per  cent.  Secondly,  I believe  ten  thou-1 
fand  pounds*  in  halfpence  and  farthings, 
would  be  fufficient  for  the  whole  king* 
dom,  even  under  our  great  and  moft  unne- 
cejfary  diflreft  for  the  want  of  filver  ; and 
that,  without  fuch  a diftrefs,  half  the  fum 
would  fuffice. 

For  I compute  and  reafon  thus : The  city 
of  Dublin,  by  a grofs  computation,  con- 
tains ten  thoufand  families  ; and,  I am 
told  by  fliopkeepers,  that,  if  filver  were 
as  plenty  as  ufual,  two  llxillings  in  copper 
would  be  fufficient,  in  the  courfe  of  bufi- 
nefs,  for  each  family ; but,  in  confidera- 
tion  of  the  want  of  filver,  I would  allow 
five  fhillings  to  each  family,  which  would 
amount  to  2,500  I. ; and,  to  help  this,  I 
would  recommend  a currency  of  ail  the 
genuine  undefaced  harp-halfpence,  which 
are  left  of  Lord  Dartmouth’s  and  Moor’s 
patents  under  King  Charles  II. ; and  the 
fmall  Patrick  and  David  for  farthings.  To 
the  reft  of  the  kingdom,  I would  affign 
the  7,500/.  remaining;  reckoning  Dublin 

to 
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to  anfwer  one  fourth  of  the  kingdom,  as 
London  is  judged  to  anfwer  (if  I miftake 
not)  one  third  of  England ; I mean  in  the 
view  of  money  only. 

To  compute  our  want  of  fmall  change 
by  the  number  of  fouls  in  the  kingdom, 
befides  being  perplexed,  is,  I think,  by  no 
means  juft.  They  have  been  reckoned  at 
a million  and  a half,  whereof  a million  at 
leaft  are  beggars,  in  all  circumftances  ex- 
cept that  of  wandring  about  for  alms,  and 
that  circumftance  may  arrive  foon  enough, 
When  it  will  be  time  to  add  another  ten 
thoufand  pounds  in  copper.  But,  without 
doubt,  the  families  of  Ireland,  who  lie 
chiefly  under  the  difficulties  of  wanting 
fmall  change,  cannot  be  above  forty  or 
fifty  thoufand  ; r which  the  fum  of  ten 
thdiifand  pounds,  with  the  addition  . of  the 
faiteft  old  halfpence,  would  tolerably  fup- 
ply.  For,  if  we  give  too  great  a loofe  to 
any  projector  to  pour  in  upon  us  what 
he  pleafes,  the  kingdom  will  be  (how  fhall 
I exprefs  it  under  our  prefent  circum- 
ftances ?)  more  than  undone.  ie 

And  hence  appears,  in  a very  ftrong 
light,  the  villany  of  Wood,  who  propofed 
the  coinage  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
thoufand  pounds  in  copper,  for  the  ufe  of 

I Ireland  -r 
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Jreland  j whereby  everyfemily  ifl  thd 
kingdom  wotdd.  bp  k>?4eU  with.tsn  of 
a do?sn  ibdlingB,  although;  Wopd  might 
not  tranfgrefs  the  bounds  of  -bis  patent, 
and  although  no  counterfeit^,  either  at 
home  dri  abroad,  were  added  to  the  nuta- 
he n \ the  contrary  tt>  both  which  would  kn 
dubitably  have  ^itrwed. -Sp  idun  formed 
aregrPat  men  on  itbe  dtfeier  fide,  who  tali 
-of  a million  with  its  little  ceremony  as  we 
*do,ofbdif  aCrowth;  ';.Vu;y.'  . / :.  * ■ • j 
...  But,  to  remfu  to  the  propofol  I bare 
made:  Suppofe  ten  gentlemen,  lovers  of 
their  country,.  !&ould  raife  2.00 L apiece; 
and,  from  the 'time  the.miancy  is  depofired 
ns  theyihall  agree,  fliouM  begin  to  charge 
it  with  fevei i^per  cent,  feu  their  owrl  trfe; 
tThat  they  fhould  as  foon  as  poffible  pro- 
vide a mint  and  good  workmen,  and  buy 
copper  fufficient  for  coining  two  thoti&nd 
■ pounds , fubtraibmg  - a fifth  part  of  *thein- 
terefl  of  ten  thoufand  pounds  for  the 
charges  of  the  - tools,'  ahd -fitting  up  a 
place  for  a mine*  the  other  four  parte 
of  the  fame  intefeft  to  be  fabtraxfted  equal- 
ly out  <?f  the  four  remaining  coinages  of 
jzooq  I.  each,  wtth-u  juil  allowance  for  other 
neeeflary  incidents.  Let -the  charge  . of 
coinage  be  fairly  reckoned,  and  the  king- 
dom 
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dorri  informed  of  it,  as  well  as  of  the  price 
6F  copper.  Let  the  coin  be  as  Veil  and 
deeply  ftamped  as  it  Blight.  Let  the  metal 
bd  as  pure  as  can  confifl  to  have  it  tightly 
coined,  (wherein  I am  wholly  ignorant)  ancf 
the  bulk  is  large  as  th&t  of  King  dhatl^s  ll. 
And  let  this  club  of  teh  •gentlemen' givd 
thdif  joint  {eeurity  to  fdcfeive  dll  the  cOins 
they  irtiie  out  for  7 or  ten  years,  and  re^ 
turn  gold  arid  filver  without  any  defalca- 

• r»*v*f 

tiorri 

„ ~ r •»  4 • • r . * T jt 

-Let  the -fame  club  of  companry, ‘"When 
they  havc  i filled  out  tlic1  firft  two  thoufanri 
pounds,  go  On  the  fecoh'dyear,  if  they  find 
a demand,  and  that  their  fcheme  hath  an- 

( T r . r _ • - r % - O 

fWCTed  to  their  own  intentiori  as  well  as  to 
the  fatisfacdSOnof  the  public.  And;  if  they 
find  7 per  ceiU.  not  fufficient,  let  them  fubi 
traCf  8,  beyond  which  I would  not  hare 
the  hi  go.  ;-'  And,  when  they  have,  in  t\vo 
years,  coined-  ten  ; thoufarid  pounds;  * let 
them  give  public  notice  that  they  will  pro- 
ceed no  farther,  but  fliut  up  their  mint!, 
and  difmifs  their  Workmen:  Uiriefs  the 
real,  univerfaL-  tmfolicited  declaration  of 

* - * . .1  4 • ..-**■ 

the  nobility  arid  gentry  of  the  kingdom, 
ihall  lignify  a defire  that  they  fliould  go  bn 
for  a certain  ifum  farther. 
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This  company  may  enter  into  certain  re- 
gulations among  themfelvcs,  one  of  which 
fliould  be,  to  keep  nothing  concealed,  and 
duly  to  give  an  account  to  the  world  of 
their  whole  methods  of  acting. 

Give  me  leave  to  compute,  wholly  at 
random,  what  charge  the  kingdom  will 
be  at,  by  the  lofs  of  intrinfic  value  in  the 
coinage  of  10,000/.  in  copper,  under  the 
management  of  fuch  a fociety  of  gentle- 
men. 

Firft,  It  is  plain,  that,  inftead  of  fome- 
what  more  than  1 6 per  cent,  as  demanded 
by  Mr.  M‘Culla,  this  fociety  defires  but  8 
per  cent. 

Secondly,  Whereas  Mr.  M'CuIla  charges 
the  expence  of  coinage  at  30 percent.  I hope 
and  believe  this  fociety  will  be  able  to  per- 
form it  at  10. 

Thirdly,  Whereas  it  doth  not  appear  that 
Mr.  M‘Culla  can  give  any  fecurity  for  the 
goodnefs  of  his  copper,  becaufe  not  one  in 
ten  thoufand  have  the  lkill  to  diftinguilh; 
the  fociety  will  be  all  engaged  that  theirs 
lhall  be  of  the  belt  ftandard. 

Fourthly,  That,  whereas  Mr.  M‘Culla’s 
halfpence  are  one  fourth  pan  lighter  than 
that  kind  coined  in  the  time  of  King 
Charles  II.  thefe  gentlemen  will  oblige 

themfelvcs 
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themfelves  to  the  public,  to  give  the  coin 
of  the  fame  weight  and  goodnefs  with 
thofe  halfpence,  unlefs  they  fhall  find  they 
cannot  afford  it ; and,  in  that  cafe,  they 
lhail  beforehand  inform  the  public,  fhew 
their  reafons,  and  fignify  how  large  they 
can  make  them  without  being  lofers  ; and 
fo  give  over  or  purfue  their  fcheme,  as 
they  find  the  opinion  of  the  world  to  be. 
However,  I do  not  doubt  but  they  can  af- 
ford them  as  large,  and  of  as  good  metal, 
as  the  bed  Englilh  halfpence  that  have 
been  coined  in  the  three  laft  reigns,  which 
very  much  outweigh  thofe  of  Mr.  M‘Culla. 
And  this  advantage  will  arife  in  propor- 
tion, by  leffening  the  charge  of  coinage 
ffom  30  per  cent,  to  10  or  15,  or  20  at  moft. 
But  I confefs  myfelf  in  the  dark  on  that 
article ; only  l think  it  impoffible  it  fhould 
amount  to  any  proportion  near  30  per  cent. 
otherwife  the  coiners  of  thofe  counterfeit 
halfpence,  called  Raps,  would  have  little 
encouragement  to  follow  their  trade. 

But  the  indubitable  advantages  by  ha- 
ving the  management  in  fuch  a fociety 
would  be,  the  paying  8 per  cent,  inllead  of 
x6,  the  being  fure  of  the  goodnefs  and 
juft  weight  of  the  coin,  and  the  period  to 
be  put  to  any  further  coinage  than  what 
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/■was  abfol'iit<flyf"neceflaty^  fo‘  Supply  the 
wants  and  debris  of  the  kingdom : Aral  all 
'this  under -the  foeurity-of  4en  gentlemen 
of  credit  and  fomnie,  whoAxfould  be  ready 
to  give  the  beft  feetirity  and'fatisfaftion, 
'that  they  had  iio  defign  toturn-  the  fcheme 
'into; a job.  . J -1-7  . .i;rrr  j r 

; As  to  any  miftakes  I havd  made  in  com- 
putation, they  are  of  little  moment ; anil 
I fhall  not  defcehdfo  low  as  tojuftify  them 
.again  ft  any  caviller. ' 

The  ftrongeft  objection  againft  what  I 
.•offer,'  .and  which  perhaps  may  make  it 
appear  vifiOnarVj  is  the  difficulty  to  find 
-half  a,  fcore  genilemen,  who,  out  of  a pu- 
: blic  fpirit,  will  be  at  the  trouble,  Tor  no 
.more  profit  than  one  per  cent,  above  the  te- 
rgal intefeft,  to  be  overfeers  Of  a mint  for 
ifivc  years-,  and  pefhaps,  Witfiotit  anyjuf- 
. ticc,  raife  the  clamour  of  the  people  againft 
rithem..  Befidcs,;  it  is  moll  certain  that  ma- 
:ny  a fquire  is  avfond  of  a job,  and  as  dex- 
trous to  make  the  beft  of  it,  as  Mr.  M‘Culla 
• himfelf,  or  any  of  his  level."  However,  I 
do  not  doubt  but  there  may  be  ten  fuch 
perlons  in  this  town,  if  they  had  only 
fome  yifible  mark  to  know  them  at  fight. 
Yet  I juft  forefee  another  inconveniency : 
That  knavilh  men  arc  fitter  to  deal  with 

others 


Digitized  by  Google 


Pr.oj-e.ct  about  Halfpence.  277 
others- of  theirown  denomination  ; while, 
thofe  who  are  honeft  and  beft  intentioned,. 
may  be  the  inftruments  of  as  much  mif- 
chief  to  the  public,  for  want  of  cunning,; 
as  the  greatefl  knaves  •,  and  more,  becaufe 
of  the  charitable  opinion  which  they  are 
apt  to  have  of  others.  Therefore,  how  to 
join  the  prudence  of  the  ferpent  with  the 
innocency  of  the  dove  in  this  affair,  is  the: 
moil  difficult  point.  It  is  not  fo  hard  to 
find  an  honeft  man,  as  to  make  this  honeft. 
naan  aiftive,  and  vigilant,  and  fkilful  j 
which  I doubt  will  require  a fpur  of  profit 
greater  than  my  fcheme  will  afford  him, 
unlefs  he  will  be  contented  with  the  ho- 
nour of  ferving  his  country,  and  the  re- 
ward ,of  a good  confcience. 

After  reviewing  what  I had  written,  I fee 
very  well  that  I have  not  given  any  allow- 
ance for  the  firfl  charge  of  preparing  all 
things  neceffary  for  coining,  which,  I am 
told,  will  amount  to  about  200/.  befides  20/; 
per  annum  for  five  years  rent  of  a houfe  to 
work  ip. . I cap  only  fay,  that  this  making 
in  all  300  /.  it  will  be  an  addition  of  no 
more  than  3 per  cent,  out  of  1 0,000  /. 

But  the  great  advantages  to  the  public, 
by  having  the  coinage  placed  in  the  hands 
of  ten  gentlemen,  fuch  as  1 have  already 
„ T 3 f described, 
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defcribed,  (if  fuch  are  to  be  found)  are 
thefe : 

Firft,  They  propofe  no  other  gain  to 
themfelves  than  1 per  cent,  above  the  legal 
intereft  for  the  money  they  advance  5 
which  will  hardly  afford  them  coffee  when 
they  meet  at  their  mint-houfe. 

Secondly,  They  bind  themfelves  to  make 
their  coins  of  as  good  copper  as  the  beft 
Englifli  halfpence,  and  as  well  coined,  and 
of  equal  weight:  And  do  likewife  bind 
themfelves  to  charge  the  public  with  not 
one  farthing  for  the  expence  of  coinage, 
more  than  it  fhall  really  Hand  them  in. 

Thirdly,  They  will,  for  a limited  term 
of  feven  or  ten  years,  as  fhall  be  thought 
proper  upon  mature  eonfideration,  pay 
gold  and  filver,  without  any  defalcation, 
for  all  their  own  coin  that  fhall  be  return- 
ed upon  their  hands. 

Fourthly,  They  will  take  care  that  the 
coins  fhall  have  a deep  impreffion,  leaving 
a rifing  rim  on  both  fides,  to  prevent  their 
being  defaced  in  a long  time ; and  the 
edges  fhall  be  milled. 

I fuppofe  they  need  not  be  very  apprehen- 
five  of  counterfeits,  which  will  be  difficult 
to  make  fo  as  not  to  be  difcovered : For  it 
is  plain  that  thofe  bad  halfpence,  called 

4 v Raps, 
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Raps,  are  fo  eafily  diftinguifhed,  even  from 
the  moft  worn  genuine  halfpenny,  that  no- 
body will  now  take  them  for  a farthing, 
although  under  the  great  prefent  want  of 
change. 

I fhall  here  fubjoin  fome  computations 
relating  to  Mr.  M‘CuUa’s  copper  notes. 
They  were  fent  to  me  by  a perfon  well 
fkilled  in  fuch  calculations,  and  therefore 
I refer  them  to  the  reader. 

Mr.  M‘Culla  charges  good  copper  at 
fourteen  pence  per  pound,  but  I know  not 
whether  he  means  Avoirdupois  or  Troy 
weight. 

Avoirdupois  is  1 6 oz.  to  a lb.  6960  grains. 
A pound  Troy  weight  - - 5760  grains. 
Mr.  M‘Gulla’s  copper  is  fourteen  pence 
per  pound  avoirdupois. 

Two  of  Mr.  M‘Culla's  penny-notes,  one 
with  another,  weigh  - - - 524  grains. 
By  which  computation,  2 s.  of 
his  notes,  which  he  fells  for 
1 lb.  weight,  will  weigh  - - 6 288  grains. 
But  1 lb.  avoirdupois  weighs, 
as  above,  - - » * * 6960  grains. 


This  difference  makes  10  per  cent,  to  Mr. 
M'Culla’s  profit,  in  point  of  weight. 

T 4 The  - 
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The  old  Patrick  and  David  half- 

penny  weighs  r t - - 149  grams, 

Mr.  M‘Culla’s  halfpenny  weighs  131  grains. 

The  difference  is  * 18 

Which  is  equal  to  1 o 4-  per  cent. 

The  Englifh  halfpenny  of  King 
. Charles  II.  weighs  - - - 167  grains. 

-M‘Culla’s  halfpenny  weighs  13 1 grains. 

The  difference  36 

Which  difference  allowed  a fifth  part 
is  20  per  cent. 

■ * Another  Computation. 

Mr.  M‘Culla  allows  his  pound  of  copper 
•(coinage  included)  to  be  worth  twenty 
pence,  for  which  he  demands  two  (hillings. 

His  coinage  he  computes  at  fix  pence  per 
pound  weight ; therefore,  he  laying  out  on- 
ly twenty  pence,  and  gaining  four  pence, 
he  makes. pet  cent,  profit  - - 20 

The  fix  pence  per  pound  weight,  al- 
lowed for  coinage,  makes  percent.  30 
The  Want  of  weight  in  his  half- 
penny, compared  as  above,  is 
per  'cent.  * - - ~ a -•  I o ' 

By  all  which,  ( viz.  coinage,  profit, 

.and  want  of  weight)  the  public 
lofqs  percent,  .r  - 

If 


Digitized  by  Google 


..'Project  about  Haljae-rce,  281 
• If  Mr.  M'Culla’s  coins  will  not  pafs,  am} 
ire  refufes  to  receive  them  back,  the  owner 
cannot  fell  them  at  above  twelve-pence  per 
pound  weight.;  whereby,  with  the  defeat 
of  wciglit  of  10  per  cent,  he  will  lofe  60 
per  cent. 

f » 

The  fcheme  of  the  fociety,  raifed  as  high 
as  it  can  poflibly  be,  will  be  only  thus; 


For  intereft  of  their  money,  per  cent.  8 
For  coinage,  inftead  of  1 o,  fuppofe,  at 
moft,  per  cent.  20 

For  300  /.  laid  out  for  tools,  a mint,  and 
houfe-rent,  charge  3 per  cent,  upon 
the  coinage  of  1 0,000  /.  - - 3 

Charges  in  all  upon  intereft,  coinage, 

per  cent.  * - * - 31 


Which,  with  all  the  advantages  above- 
mentioned  of  the  goodnefs  of  the  metal, 
the  largenefs  of  the  coin,  the  deepnefs  and 
fairncfs  of  the  impreflion,  the  aflurance  of 
the  fociety  confining  itfelf  to  fuch  a fum 
as  they  undertake,  or  as  the  kingdom  fhall 
approve  ; and,  laftly,  their  paying  in  gold 
or  filver  for  all  their  coin  returned  upon 
their  hands,  without  any  defalcation, 
would  be  of  mighty  benefit  to  the  king- 
: 8 dom ; 
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dom ; and,  with  a little  fteadinefs  and  a<5li- 
vity,  could,  I doubt  not,  be  eafily  com- 
pafled. 

I would  not  in  this  fcheme  recommend 
the  method  of  pramifiory  notes  after  Mr. 
M‘Culla’s  manner ; but,  as  I have  feen  in 
old  Irifli  coins,  the  words  Civitas  Dublin  on 
one  fide,  with  the  year  of  our  Lord,  and  the 
Irifli  Harp,  on  the  reverfe. 
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SERMON, 

On  the  Occafion  of  WOOD’S  Project. 
Written  in  the  Year  m dccxxiv. 


Galatians  vi.  io. 

As  •we  have  therefore  opportunity , let  us  do 
Good  unto  all  men. 

Nature  directs  every  one  of  us,  and 
God  permits  us,  to  confult  our  own 
private  Good  before  the  private  Good  of  any 
other  perfon  whatfoever.  We  are,  indeed, 
commanded  to  love  our  neighbour  as  our- 
felves,  but  not  as  well  as  ourfelves.  The 
love  we  have  for  ourfelves  is  to  be  the  pat- 
tern of  that  love  we  ought  to  have  towards 
our  neighbour : But,  as  the  copy  doth  not 
equal  the  original,  fo  my  neighbour  can- 
not think  it  hard,  if  I prefer  iriyfelf,  who 
am  the  original,  before  him,  who  is  only 
the  copy.  Thus,  if  any  matter  equally 
concern  the  life,  the  reputation,  the  pro- 
fit of  my  neighbour,  and  my  own  j the 
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law  of  nature,  which  is  the  law  of  God, 
obligeth  me  to  take  care  of  myfelf  flrft, 
and  afterwards  of  him.  And  this  I need 
not  be  at  much  pains  in  perfuading  you  to ; 
for  the  want  of  felf-love,  with  regard  to 
things  of  this  world,  is  not  among  the 
faults  of  mankind.  But  then,  on  the 
other  fide,  if,  by  a fmall  hurt  and  lofs  to 
myfelf,  1 can  procure  a great  good  to  my 
neighbour,  in  that  cafe  his  intereft  is  to 
be  preferred.  For  example,  if  I can  be 
fure  of  faving  his  life,  without  great  clan- 
ger to  my  own ; if  I can  preferve  him 
from  being  undone,  without  ruining  my- 
felf, or  recovering  his  reputation  without 
Waiting  mine  5 all  this  I am  obliged  to  do : 
And,  if  I fincerely  perform  it,  I do  then 
obey  the  command  of  God,  in  loving  my 
neighbour  as  myfelf.  ’ : 

, But,  befidc  this  love  we  owe  to  every 
man  in  his  particular  capacity  under  the 
title  of  our  neighbour,  there  is  yet  a duty 
of  a more  large  extenfive  nature  incum- 
bent  on  us  ; which  is,  our  love  to  our 
, neighbour  in  his  public  capacity,  as  he  is 
a member  of  that  great  body  the  common- 
wealth, under  the  fame  government  with 
purfelves  ; and  this  is  ufually  called  love 
of  the  public,  and  is  a duty  to  which  we 

are 
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are  more  flri&ly  obliged  'than  even  that  of 
loving  ourfelveS;  becaufe  therein  ourfelvea 
are  alfo  contained,  as  well  as  all  our  neighs 
bours,  in  one  great  body.  ‘ This  love  of  the 
public,  or  oft  lie- commonwealth,  or  love 
of  our  country,  was  in  antient  times  pro- 
perly known  by  the  name  of  Virtue,  be- 
caufe it  was  the  greateft  of:all  virtues,  and 
was  fuppofcd  to' ‘contain  all -virtues  iri-itt 
Anti  many  great  examples  of  this  virtue 
are  left  us  on  record,  fcarcely  to  be  be- 
lieved1, or  even  conceived,  in  fuch  a bafe* 
corrupted,  wicked  age  as1  this  We  liVeiii 
-Ttt  thofe  times  it  was  common  for  men  tO 
facrihce  their  lives  for  tiler- good  of'their 
country,  although-  they  had-f neither  hope 
or  belief  of  future  rewards  ^ whereas;  in 
our  days,  very  few  make  the  leaft  fcruple 
of  facrificing  a'  whole  nation,  as  wdl  as 
their  own  fouls;  for  a little  prefent  gain  i 
which  often  hath  been  known  to  end  in 
their  own  ruin  in  this  world,  as  it  certainly 

•mull  in  that  to  come.  

Have  we  not  feen  men,  for  the  fake  of 
fome  petty  employment,  give  up  the  very 
natural  rights  and  liberties  of  their  coun- 
try, and  of  mankind,  in  the  ruin  of  which 
themfelves  mull  at  laft  be  involved  l Are 
not  thefe  corruptions  gotten  among  the 

meaneft 
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jneaneft  of  our  people,  who,  for  a piece 
of  money,  will  give  their  votes  at  a ven- 
ture, for  the  difpofal  of  their  own  lives 
and  fortunes,  without  considering  whether 
it  be  to  thofe  who  are  moft  likely  to  betray 
or  defend  them  ? 

But,  if  I were  to  produce  only  one  in- 
stance of  a hundred  wherein  we  fail  in 
this  duty  of  loving  our  country,  it  would 
be  anendlefs  labour j and  therefore  I Shall 
not  attempt  it. 

. But  here  I would  not  be  mifunderftood: 
But  the  love  of  our  country  I do  not  mean 
loyalty  to  our  King,  for  that  is  a duty  of  an- 
other nature;  and  a man  may  be  very  loyal, 
in  the  common  fenfe  of  the  word,  with- 
out one  grain  of  public-good  at  his  heart. 
Witnefs  this  very  kingdom  we  live  in.  I 
verily  believe,  that,  fince  the  beginning 
of  the  world,  no  nation  upon  earth  ever 
Shewed  (all  cireumftances  considered)  fuch 
high  conftant  marks  of  loyalty  in  all  their 
actions  and  behaviour,  as  we  have  done : 
And,  at  the  fame  time,  no  people  ever  ap- 
peared more  utterly  void  of  wliat  is  called 
a Public  Spirit.  When  I fay  the  people,  I 
mean  the  bulk  or  mafs  of  the  people,  for 
I have  nothing  to  do  with  thofe  in  power. 

Therefore 
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Therefore  I fhall  think  my  time  not  iH 
fpent,  if  I can  perfuade  moft  or  all  of  you 
who  hear  me,  to  Ihew  the  love  you  have 
for  your  country,  by  endeavouring,  in  your 
feveral  ftationa,  to  do  all  the  public  good 
you  are  able.  For  I am  certainly  perfuad- 
ed,  that  all  our  misfortunes  arifc  from  no 
other  original  caufe  than  that  general  dis- 
regard among  us  to  the  public  welfare,  c t 
3:  therefore  undertake  to  ihew  you  three 
things.  . : ~ 

Firft,  That  there  are  few  people  fo  weak 
or  mean,  who  have  it  not  fometimes  in 
their  power  to ..be  uteful  m the  public.  ?>-  • 
Secondly,  That  it  is  often  in  the  power 
of  the  meandl  among  mankind  to  do 
mifchief  to  the  public.  "U  -< 

And,  laftly,  That  all  wftfulinjuries  done 
to  the  public  are  very  great  and  aggra- 
vated fins  in  the  light  of  God. 

Firft,  There  are  few  people  fo  weak  or 
mean,  who  have  it  not  fometimes  in  their 
power  to  be  ufeful  to  the  public. 

Solomon  tells  us  of  a poor  wife  man  who 
faved  a city  by  his  counfel.  It  hath  often 
happened  that  a private  foldier,  by  fome 
unexpedted  brave  attempt,  hath  been  in- 
ftrumental  in  obtaining  a great  victory. 
How  many  obfcure  men  have  been  authors 

of 
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of  veryufeful  -inventions,  A whereof  the? 
world  now  realms-  the  benefit  ? The:  very 
example  of  Mnefty  and  induftfy  in  a poof 
tradefman  will  - fcmetimes  lpread  chroygh 
aoneighbo^rhood,  when  others  'fee- how 
fhccel'sful  he  is ; :and  tints  fo  .many  ufeful 
members  are  gained,  for  which  the  whole 
body  of  the  publie.is  the.  bet  tier  ^ Whoever 
is  hkfled  troeopubljc  fpiridr  God 

wittjcertamiyipnt  it  intodais  way -to  make 
ufe  of  that  blefling,  for  the  ends  , it  was 
given  him,;  by  forrie  means  lot mother : And 
therefore,  it  Jhaxhi  been-  .crbfeiwd.  in^moft 
ages,  that  the  greatest  a&ibnt/;fbr  the  beA 
ixeficrpfdthd  coiinnonwealth,  , hivie  -bden 
.perfonhedr-byrthe-  -wiideah  or;  courage,  i the 
contrivance  or  induftry,  of  particular  men, 
end  not  of  numbers  ; and  diat  die  fafety 
jof  a-  kingdom  hath  often  been!  owing  to 
thofe  hands  .from  whencedt  wasrleaitcv 
•pelted.  - dr;;.  . . vie  - . : 

••  But,  fecondlyj  it  is  often  in  the  power 
of  the  meaneft  - among  mjSnkind  to  do  mis- 
chief to  the  public  : And  hence  arife  moft 
of  thofe  iniferies  with  which  the  Hates  and 
kingdoms  of  the  earth  are  infefted.  How 
many  great  princes  have,  been  murdered 
by  die  meaneft  rufiians  ! . The  weakeft 
.hand  can  open  a flood-gate  to  drown  a 

country, 
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country,  which  a thoufand  of  the  ftrong- 
eft  cannot  flop.  Tliofe  who  have  thrown 
off  all  regard  for  public  good,  will  often 
have  it  in  their  way  to  do  public  evil,  and 
will  not  fail  to  exercife  that  power  when- 
ever they  can.  The  greateft  blow  given  of 
late  to  this  kingdom,  was  by  the  diffionef- 
ty  of  a few  manufacturers  ; who,  by  im- 
poling  bad  ware  at  foreign  markets,  in  al- 
moft  the  only  traffic  permitted  to  us,  did 
half  ruin  that  trade  ; by  which  this  poor 
unhappy  kingdom  now  fuffers  in  the  midft 
of  fufferings.  I fpcak  not  here  of  perfons 
in  high  ftations,  who  ought  to  be  free  from 
all  reflection,  and  are  fuppofed  always  to 
intend  the  welfare  of  the  community : But 
we  now  find  by  experience,  that  the  mean- 
eft  inftrument  may,  by  the  concurrence  of 
accidents,  have  it  in  his  power  to  bring  a 
whole  kingdom  to  the  very  brink  of  de- 
ftruction,  and  is  at  this  prefent,,  endeavour- 
ing to  finifh  his  work ; and  hath  agents 
among  ourfelves,  who  are  contented  to 
lee  their  own  country  undone,  to  be  fmall 
fharers  in  that  iniquitous  gain,  which  at 
laft  mud  end  in  their  own  ruin  as  well  as 
ours.  I confefs,  it  was  chiefly  the  confi- 
deration  of  that  great  danger  we  are  in, 
which  engaged  me  to  difeourfe  to  you  on 
Vol.  XV.  U this 
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this  fubjeCt ; to  exhort  you  to  a love  erf 
your  country,  and  a public  fpirit,  when  all 
you  have  is  at  flake  ; to  prefer  the  intcrefl 
of  your  prince  and  your  fellow  fubjeCts 
before  that  of  one  deflruCtive  impollor, 
and  a few  of  his  adherents. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  thought  by  fome,  that 
this  way  of  difeourfing  is  not  fo  proper 
from  the  pulpit.  But  Purely,  when  an  open 
attempt  is  made,  and  far  carried  on,  to 
•make  a great  kingdom  one  large  poor- 
houfe,  to  deprive  us  of  all  means  to  exer- 
eife  hofpitality  or  charity,  to  turn  our 
cities  and  churches  into  ruins,  to  make 
the  country  a defert  for  wild  beads  and 
robbers,  to  deftroy  all  aits  and  fciences, 
all  trades  and  manufactures,  and  the  very 
tillage  of  the  ground,  only  to  enrich  one 
obfeure  ill-defigning  projector,  and  his  fol- 
lowers ; it  is  time  for  the  paftor  to  cry  out 
that  the  wolf  is  getting  into  his  flock,  to 
warn  them  to  fland  together,  and  all  to 
confult  the  common  fafety.  And  God  be 
praifed  for  his  infinite  goodnefs  in  railing 
fuch  a fpirit  of  union  among  us,  at  lead 
in  this  point,  in  the  midft  of  all  our  for- 
mer divifions  i which  union,  if  it  continue, 
will,  in  all  probability,  defeat  the  perni- 
cious 
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cious  defign  of  this  peftilent  enemy  to  the 
nation. 

But,  from  hence,  it  clearly  follows  how 
neceflary  the  love  of  our  country,  or  a pu- 
blic fpirit,  is  in  every  particular  man,  fince 
the  wicked  have  fo  many  opportunities  of 
doing  public  mifehief.  Every  man  is  up- 
on his  own  guard  for  his  private  advan- 
tage ; but,  where  the  public  is  concerned, 
he  is  apt  to  be  negligent,  conlidering  him- 
felf  only  as  one  among  two  or  three  mil- 
lions, among  whom  the  lofs  is  equally 
fhared,  and  thus,  he  thinks,  he  can  be  no 
great  fufferer.  Meanwhile  the  trader,  the 
farmer,  and  the  fhop-keeper,  complain  of 
the  hardnefs  and  deadnefs  of  the  times, 
and  wonder  whence  it  comes  ; while  it  is, 
in  a great  meafure,  owing  to  their  own 
folly,  for  want  of  that  love  of  their  coun- 
try, and  public  fpirit  and  firm  union 
•among  themfelves,  which  are  fo  neceffary 
to  the  profperity  of  every  nation. 

. Another  method  by  which  the  meaneft 
wicked  man,  may  have  it  in  his  power  to 
injure  the  public,  is  falfe  accufation,  where- 
of this  kingdom  hath  afforded  too  many 
examples  : Neither  is  it  long  fince  no  man, 
.whofe  opinions  were  thought  to  differ 
from  thofe  in  fafhion,  could  fafely  con- 
U z verfe 
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verfc  beyond  his  nearelt  friends,  for  fear 
of  being  l'worn  again!!,  as  a traitor,  by 
thofe  who  made  a traffic  of  perjury  and 
fubomation  ; by  which  the  very  peace  of 
the  nation  was  difturbed,  and  men  fled 
from  each  other  as  they  would  from  a 
lion  or  a bear  got  loofe.  And,  it  is  very 
remarkable,  that  the  pernicious  project 
now  in  hand  to  reduce  us  to  beggary,  was 
forwarded  by  one  of  thefe  falfe  accufers, 
who  had  been  convicted  of  endeavouring, 
by  perjury  and  fubomation,  to  take  away 
the  lives  of  feveral  innocent  perfons  here 
among  us  ; and,  indeed,  there  could  not 
be  a more  proper  inftrument  for  fuch  a 
work. 

• Another  method  by  which  the  meaneft 
people  may  do  injury  to  the  public,  is 
the  fpreading  of  lies  and  falfe  rumours, 
thus  raffing  a diftruft  among  the  people  of 
a nation,  cauflng  them  to  miftake  their 
true  intereft,  and  their  enemies  for  their 
friends  : And  this  hath  been  likewife  too 
fuccefsful  a pra<5tice  among  us,  where  we 
have  known  the  whole  kingdom  milled 
by  the  grofleft  lies,  raifed  upon  occafion 
to  ferve  fomc  particular  turn.  As  it  hath 
alfo  happened  in  the  cafe  I lately  mention- 
ed, where  one  obfoure  man,  by  reprefent- 
3 ing 
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ing  our  wants  where  they  were  lcaft,  and 
concealing  them  where  they  were  greateft, 
had  almoft  fucceeded  in  a project  of  ut- 
terly ruining  this  whole  kingdom ; and 
may  Hill  fucceed,  if  God  doth  not  conti- 
nue that  public  fpirit,  which  he  hath  al- 
moft miraculoufly  kindled  in  us  upon  this 
occafion. 

Thus  we  fee  the  public  is  many  times,  as 
it  were,  at  the  mercy  of  the  meaneft  inftru- 
ment,  who  can  be  wicked  enough  to  watch 
opportunities  of  doing  it  mifcliief,  upon 
the  principles  of  avarice  or  malice ; which, 

I am  afraid,  arc  deeply  rooted  in  too  many 
breafts,  and  againfl:  which  there  can  be  no 
defence,  but  a firm  refolution  in  all  honeft 
men,  to  be  clofely  united  and  active  in 
{hewing  their  love  to  their  country , by  pre- 
ferring the  public  intereft  to  their  prefent 
private  advantage.  If  a paftenger,  in  a 
great  ftorm  at  fea,  fhould  hide  his  goods 
that  they  might  not  be  thrown  over  board 
to  lighten  the  {hip,  what  would  be  the 
confequence  ? The  fhip  is  caft  away,  and 
he  lofcs  his  life  and  goods  together. 

We  have  heard  of  men,  who,  through 
greedinefs  of  gain,  have  brought  infected 
goods  into  a nation,  which  bred  a plague, 
whereof  die  owners  and  their  families 
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perifhed  firft.  Let  thofe  among  us  con- 
sider this  and  tremble,  whofe  houfes  are 
privately  Stored  with  thofe  materials  of 
beggary  and  defolation,  lately  brought 
over  to  be  fcattered  like  a peftilenee 
among  their  countrymen,  which  may 
probably  firft  feize  upon  themfelves  and 
their  families,  until  their  houfes  Shall  be 
made  a dunghill. 

I Shall  mention  one  pradftice  more,  by 
which  the  meaneft  instruments  often  fue* 
ceed  in  doing  public  mifchief ; and  this  is 
by  deceiving  us  with  plaufible  arguments* 
to  make  us  believe  that  the  moft  ruinous 
project  they  can  offer  is  intended  for  our 
good,  as  it  happened  in  the  cafe  fo  often 
mentioned.  For  the  poor  ignorant  people, 
allured  by  the  appearing  convenience  in 
their  fmall  dealings,  did  not  difeover  the 
ferpent  in  the  brafs,  but  were  ready,  like 
the  Ilraelites,  to  offer  incenfe  to  it ; neither 
could  the  wifdom  of  the  nation  convince 
them,  until  fome,  of  good  intentions,  made 
the  cheat  fo  plain  to  their  fight,  that  thofe 
who  run  may  read.  And  thus  the  defign 
was  to  treat  us,  in  every  point,  as  the 
Philiftines  treated  Samfon,  (I  mean  when 
he  was  betrayed  by  Dalilah)  firft  to  put  out 
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our  eyes,  and  then  bind  ns  with  fetters  of 
brafs. 

I proceed  to  the  lafl  thing  I propofed, 
which  was  to  fhew  you  that  all  wilful  in- 
juries done  to  the  public,  are  very  great 
and  aggravated  fins  in  the  fight  of  God. 

Firft,  It  is  apparent  fr6m  Scripture,  and 
moft  agreeable  to  reafon,  that  the  fafety 
and  welfare  of  nations  are  under  the  moll 
peculiar  care  of  Gods  providence.  Thus 
lie  promifed  Abraham  to  fave  Sodom,  if 
only  ten  righteous  men- could  be  hound  in 
it.  Thus  the  reafon  which  God  gave  to 
Jonas  for  not  dell  roving  Nineveh  vfras,  be- 
caufe  there  were  fix  fcore  thoufand  men  iii 
that  city.  . ■ ~ •'  1 •' : - * - - 

All  government  is  from  God,  who  is7  the 
God  of  order,  and  therefore  whoever  at- 
tempts to  breed  confufion  or  diflurbance 
among  a people,  doth  his  utmoft  to  take 
the  government  of  the  world  out  of  God’s 
hands,  and  to  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the 
Devil,  who  is  the  author  of  confufion.  By 
which  it  is  plain,  that  no  crime,  how  hein- 
ous foever,  committed  againll  particular 
perfons,  can  equal  the  guilt  of  him  who 
does  injury  to  the  public. 

Secondly,  All  offenders  againft  their 
country  lie  under  this  grievous'  difficulty, 
- U 4 that 
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that  it  is  next  to  impoflible  to  obtain  a par- 
don, or  make  reftitution.  The  bulk  of 
mankind  are  very  quick  at  refenting  inju- 
ries, and  very  flow  in  forgiving  them  : And 
how  fhall  one  man  be  able  to  obtain  the 
pardon  of  millions,  or  repair  the  injuries 
he  hath  done  to  millions  ? How  fhall 
thofe,  who,  by  a moll  deftruvftive  fraud, 
got  the  whole  wealth  of  our  neighbouring 
kingdom  into  their  hands,  be  ever  able  to 
make  a recompepce  ? How  will  the  au- 
thors and  promoters  of  that  villainous  pro- 
ject, for  the  ruin  of  this  poor  country',  be 
able  to  account  with  us  for  the  injuries 
they  have  already  done,  although  they 
fhould  no  farther  fucceed  ? The  deplor- 
able cafe  of  fuch  wretches,  mull  entirely 
be  left  to  the  unfathomable  mercies  of 
God : For  thofe  who  know  the  leaf!  in  re- 
ligion are  not  ignorant  that,  without  our 
utmoft  endeavours  to  make  reftitution  to 
die  perfon  injured,  and  to  obtain  his  par- 
don, added  to  a flneere  repentance,  there 
is  no  hope  of  falvatiqn  given  in  the  Gofpel. 

Laftly,  All  offences  againft  our  own 
country  have  this  aggravation,  that  they 
are  ungrateful  and  unnatural.  It  is  to  our 
country  we  owe  thofe  laws  which  pro  ted 
us  in  our  lives,  our  liberties,  our  proper- 
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ties,  and  our  religion.  Our  country  pro- 
duced us  into  the  world,  and  continues  to 
nourifh  us  fo,  that  it  is  ufually  called  our 
mother ; and  there  have  been  examples  of 
great  magiftrates,  who  have  put  their  own 
children  to  death  for  endeavouring  to  be- 
tray their  country,  as  if  they  had  attempt- 
ed the  life  of  their  natural  parent. 

Thus  I have  briefly  fliewn  you  how  ter- 
rible a fin  it  is  to  be  an  enemy  to  our  coun- 
try, in  order  to  incite  you  to  the  contrary 
virtue,  which  at  this  juncture  is  fo  highly 
neceifary,  when  every  man’s  endeavour 
will  be  of  ufe.  We  have  hitherto  been 
juft  able  to  fupport  ourfelves  under  many 
hardfhips ; but  now  the  axe  is  laid  to  the 
root  of  the  tree,  and  nothing  but  a firm 
union  among  us  can  prevent  our  utter 
undoing.  This  we  are  obliged  to,  in  duty 
to  our  gracious  King,  as  well  as  to  oui* 
felves.  Let  us  therefore  preferve  that  pu- 
blic fpirit,  which  God  hath  raifed  in  us 
for  our  own  temporal  intereft.  For,  if 
this  wicked  project  lhould  fuccced,  which 
it  cannot  do  but  by  our  own  folly;  if 
we  fell  ourfelves  for  nought ; the  mer- 
chant, the  fhop-keeper,  the  artificer,  mull 
fly  to  the  defert  with  their  miferable  fami- 
lies, there  to  ftarve  or  live  upon  rapine,  or 
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at  lead  exchange  their  country  for  one  more 
hofpitable  than  that  where  they  were  born. 

Thus  much  I thought  it  my  duty  to  fay 
to  you,  who  are  under  my  care,  to  warn 
you  againft  thofe  temporal  evils,  which 
may  draw  the  word  of  fpiritual  evils  after 
them ; fuch  as  heart-burnings,  murarar- 
ings,  difcontents,  and  all  manner  of  wick- 
ednefs  which  a defperate  condition  of  life 
may  tempt  men  to. 

I am  fenfible  that  what  f have  now  faid 
will  not  go  very  far,  being  confined  to  this 
aflembly ; but  I hope  it  may  flir  up  others 
of  my  brethren  to  exhort  their  feveral  con- 
gregations, after  a more  effectual  manner, 
to  fhew  their  love  for  their  country  on  this 
important  occafion.  And  this,  I am  fure, 
cannot  be  called  meddling  in  affairs  of 
date. 

I pray  God  protect  his  moil  gracious 
Majedy,  and  this  kingdom,  long  under  his 
government,  and  defend  us  from  all  ruin- 
ous projeftors,  deceivers,  fuborners,  per- 
jurers, falfe  accufers,  and  oppreffors ; from 
the  virulence  of  party  and  faction  ; and 
unite  us  in  loyalty  to  our  King,  love  to 
our  country,  and  charity  to  each  other. 
And  this  we  beg  for  Jefus  Chrift  his  fake : 
To  whom,  &c. 

A P R O- 
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PROPOSAL 

THAT 

All  the  Ladies  and  Women  of  Ireland 
fhould  appear  conftantly  in  Irifh  Ma- 
• nufadyres. 

Written  in  the  Year  d mcc  xxix. 

THere  was  a treatife  written  about  nine 
years  ago  to  perfuade  the  people  of 
Ireland  to  wear  tlieir  own  manufadures  *. 
This  treatife  was  allowed  to  have  not  one 
fyllable  in  it  of  party  or  difaffedion,  but 
was  wholly  founded  upon  the  growing 
poverty  of  the  nation,  occalioned  by  the 
utter  want  of  trade  in  every  branch,  ex- 
cept that  ruinous  importation  of  all  fo- 
reign extravagancies  from  other  countries. 
This  treatife  was  prefented,  by  the  Grand- 
jury  of  the  city  and  county  of  Dublin,  as 
a fcandalous,  feditious,  and  fadious  pam- 
phlet. I forget  who  was  the  foreman  of 
the  city  Grand-jury,  but  the  foreman  for 
the  county,  was  one  Dodor  Seal,  regifter  to 
the  Archbifliop  of  Dublin,  wherein  he  dif- 

*■  Sec  Vol.  X.  p.  r, 
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fered  much  from  the  fentiments  of  his 
Lord.  The  Printer  was  tried  before  the 
late  Mr.  Whitchet,  that  famous  Lord  Chief- 
Judice ; who,  on  the  bench,  laying  his 
hand  on  his  heart,  declared  upon  his  Ia\- 
vation  that  the  Author  was  a Jacobite,  and 
had  a defign  to  beget  a quarrel  between 
the  two  nations.  In  the  midd  of  this  pro- 
secution, about  1500  weavers  were  forced 
to  beg  their  bread,  and  had  a general  con- 
tribution made  for  their  relief,  which  juft 
Served  to  make  them  drunk  for  a week ; 
and  then  they  were  forced  to  turn  rogues, 
or  drolling  beggars,  or  to  leave  the  king- 
dom. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton,  who  was  then 
Lieutenant,  being  perfe&ly  afhamed  of  fo 
infamous  and  unpopular  a proceeding, 
obtained  from  England  a noli  profequi  for 
the  Printer.  Yet  the  Grand-jurv  had  folemn 
thanks  given  them  from  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

I mention  this  paffage  (perhaps  too  much 
forgotten)  to  Ihew  how  dangerous  it  hath 
been  for  the  bed  meaning  perfon  to  write 
one  fyllable  in  the  defence  of  his  country, 
or  difeover  the  miferable  condition  it  is  in. 

And,  to  prove  this  truth,  I will  produce 
one  indance  more  wholly  omitting  the 
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famous  cafe  of  the  Drapier,  and  the  pro- 
clamation againft  him,  as  well  as  the  per- 
verfenefs  of  another  jury  againft  the  fame 
Mr.  Whitchet,  who  was  violently  bent  to 
aft  the  fecond  part  in  another  fcene. 

About  two  years  ago  there  was  a fmall 
paper  printed,  which  was  called  A Jhort 
View  of  the  State  of  Ireland  *,  relating  the  fe- 
veral  caufes  whereby  any  country  may 
grow  rich,  and  applying  them  to  Ireland. 
Whitchet  was  dead,  and  confequently  the 
printer  was  not  troubled.  Mill,  the  famous 
journalift,  happened  to  reprint  this  paper 
in  London,  for  which  his  prefs-folks  were 
profecuted  for  almoft  a twelvemonth  ; and, 
for  ought  I know,  are  not  yet  difcharged. 

This  is  our  cafe ; infomuch,  that,  al- 
though I am  often  without  money  in  my 
pocket,  I dare  not  own  it  in  fome  company, 
for  fear  of  being  thought  difaffefted. 

But  fince  I am  determined  to  take  care, 
that  the  author  of  this  paper  fhall  not  be 
difeovered,  (following  herein  the  moft  pru- 
dent praftice  of  the  Drapier)  I will  venture 
to  affirm,  that  the  three  feafons  wherein 
our  corn  hath  mifearried,  did  no  more 
contribute  to  our  prefent  mifery,  than  one 
fpoonful  of  water  thrown  upon  a rat  al- 

* See  Vol.  X.  p.  300. 
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ready  drowned  would  contribute  to  his 
death  ; and  that  the  prcfent  plentiful  har- 
veft,  although  it  fliould  be  followed  by  a 
dozen  enfuing,  would  no  more  reftore  us, 
tlian  it  would  the  rat  aforcfaid  to  put  him 
near  the  fire,  which  might  indeed  warm 
his  fur-coat,  but  never  bring  him  back  to 
life. 

The  fhort  of  the  matter  is  this,  The  dif- 
trefles  of  the  kingdom  are  operating  more 
and  more  every  day,  by  very  large  degrees, 
and  fo  have  been  doing  for  above  a dozen 
years  pafl. 

If  you  demand  from  whence  thefe  dif- 
trefTes  hav$  arifcn,  I defire  to  afk  the  fol- 
lowing queflion. 

If  two  thirds  of  any  kingdom’s  revenue 
be  exported  to  another  country,  without 
one  farthing  of  value  in  return,  and  if  the 
faid  kingdom  be  forbidden  the  moft  profit- 
able branches  of  trade  wherein  to  employ 
the  other  third,  and  only  allowed  to  traffic 
in  importing  thofe  commodities  which  are 
moft  ruinous  to  itfelf,  how  lhall  that  king- 
dom (land  ? 

If  this  queflion  were  formed  into  the 
firft  propofition  of  an  hypothetical  fyl- 
logifm,  I defy  the  man  bom  in  Ireland, 
who  is  now  in  die  faireft  way  of  getting  a 
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colleftorfhip,  or  a cornet’s  poll,  to  give  a 
good  reafon  for  denying  it. 

Let  me  put  another  cafe.  Suppofe  a gen- 
tleman’s eftate  of  200/.  a year  fhould  fink 
to  one  hundred,  by  fome  accident,  whe- 
ther by  an  earthquake  or  inundation  it 
matters  not,  and  fuppofe  the  faid  gentleman 
utterly  hopelefs  and  unqualified  ever  to 
retrieve  the  lofs  ; how  is  he  otherwife  tp 
proceed  in  his  future  oeconomy,  than  by 
reducing  it  on  every  article  to  one  half 
lefs,  unlefs  he  will  be  content  to  fly  his 
country,  or  rot  in  jail  ? This  is  a reprefen- 
tation  of  Ireland’s  condition,  only  widi  one 
fault,  that  it  is  a little  too.  favourable. 
Neither  am  I able  to  propofe  a full  re- 
medy for  this,  that  lhall  ever  be  granted, 
but  only  a fmall  prolongation  of  life, 
until  God  fhall  miraculoufly  difpofe  the 
hearts  of  our  neighbours,  our  bmfraen, 
our  fellow  proteftants,  fellow  fubje&s,  and 
fellow  rational  creatures,  to  permit  us  to 
Itarve  without  running  further  in  debt. 
I am  informed  that  our  national  debt  (and 
God  knows  how  we  wretches  came  by  that 
falhionable  thing  a national  debt)  is  about 
250,000  /. ; which  is,  at  leaft,  one  third  of 
.the  whole  kingdom’s  rents,  after  our  ab- 
fentees  and  other  foreign  drains  are  paid, 
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and  about  50,000  /.  more  than  all  the  cafh. 

It  feems  there  are  feveral  fchemes  for 
railing  a fund  to  pay  the  intereft  of  this 
formidable  fum,  (not  the  principal,  for  this 
is  allowed  impoffiblc.)  The  necelfity  of 
railing  fuch  a fund  is  ftrongly  and  regu- 
larly pleaded  from  the  late  deficiencies  in 
the  duties  and  culloms.  And  is  it  the  fault 
of  Ireland  that  thefe  funds  are  deficient? 
If  they  depend  on  trade,  can  it  pofiibly  be 
otherwife,  while  we  have  neither  liberty 
to  trade,  nor  money  to  trade  with  ; neither 
hands  to  work,  nor  bufmefs  to  employ 
them,  if  we  had  ? Our  difcafes  are  viiible 
enough,  both  in  their  caufes  and  effe«fls; 
and  the  cures  are  well  known,  but  impof- 
fible  to  be  applied. 

If  my  Reward  comes  and  tells  me,  that 
my  rents  are  funk  fo  low  that  they  are  very 
little  more  than  fufficient  to  pay  my  fcr- 
vants  their  wages,  have  I any  other  courfc 
left,  than  to  calhier  four  in  fix  of  my  raf- 
cally  footmen,  and  a number  of  other  var- 
lets  in  my  family,  of  whofe  infolence  the 
whole  neighbourhood  complains.  And  I 
ihould  think  it  extremely  fevere  in  any 
law,  to  force  me  to  maintain  a houfehold 
of  fifty  fervants,  and  fix  their  wages,  be- 
fore 
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fore  I hid  offered  my  rent-roll  upon  oatli 
to  the  legiflators.  - 
To  return  from  digrefling:  I am  told 
one  fcheme  for  raifing  a fund  to  pay  the 
interefl  of  our  national  debt,  is  by  a fur* 
ther  duty  of  forty  fhillings  a ton  upon 
wine.  Some  gentlemen  would  carry  this 
matter  much  further  by  raifing  it  to  twelve 
pounds  j which,  in  a manner,  would  a - 
mount  ’ to  a prohibition.  Thus  weakly 
arguing  from  the  practice  of  England. 

I have  often  taken  notice,  both  in  print 
and  in  difcourfe,  that-  there  is  no  topic  fo 
fallacious/  either  in  talk  or  in  writing,  as 
to  argue  how  we  ought  to  aft  in  Ireland 
ffom  the  example  of  England,  Holland, 
France,  or  any  other  country,  whole  inha* 
bitants  are  allowed  the  common  rights 
and  liberties  of  humankind.  I -could 
undertake  •"  to  name ' fix?  or  feveft  of  the 
moft  uncontrolled  maxims  in  government, 
which  are  utterly  falfe  in  this  kingdom. 

As  to<he  additional  duty  on  wine,  I think 
any  perfon  may  deliver  his  opinion  upon 
it,  until  it  fhall  have  paffed  into  a law;  and, 
till  then,  I declare  mine  to  be  pofitively 
againfl  it. 

Firfl,  Becaufe  there  is  no  nation  yet 
known,  in  either  hemifphere,  where  the 
Vol.  XV.  X people 
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people  of  all  conditions  are  more  in  want 
of  fome  cordial,  to  keep  up  their  fpirits, 
than  in  this  of  ours.  I ana  not  in  jeft ; and, 
if  the  fa<5t  will  not  he  allowed  me,  I lhall 
not  argue  it.  • ; 

Secondly,  It  is  coo  well  and  generally 
known,  that  this  tai  of  forty  Ihillings 
additional  on  eyery  ton  of  wine  (which 
will  be  double  at  leaft  to  the  home-con- 
fumcr)  will  increafe  equally  every  new 
feflion  of  parliament,  until  perhaps  it 
comes  to  twelve  pounds. 

Thirdly,  Becaufe,  as  the  merchants  in- 
form me,  and  as  I have  known  many  the 
like  inilances  in  England,  this  additional 
tax  wijd  more  probably  leflen  this  branch 
of  die  revenue,  than  encreafe  it.  And 
therefore  Sir  John  Stanley,  a commiffioner 
of  die  cuftoms,  in  England,  ufed  to  lay, 
That  the  Houle  of  Commons  were  gene- 
rally miftaken  in  matters  of  trade,  by  an 
erroneous  opinion  that  two  and  two  make 
four,  i Thus,  if  you  lhould  lay  an.  addi- 
tional duty  of  one  penny  a pound  on  raiiins, 
or  fugar,  the  revenue,  inltead  of  riling, 
would  certainly  fink  ; and  the  confe- 
quence  would  only  be,  to  lelTen  die  num- 
ber of  plum-puddings,  and  ruin  the  con- 
fectioner. ... 

V. . - ..  \ .Fqt^thly, 
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Fourthly,  I am  likewife  affured  by  mer- 
chants, that,  upon  this  additional  forty 
ihillings,  the  French  will  at  lead  equally 
raife  their  duties  upon  all  commodities 
we  export  thither. 

Fifthly,  If  an  original  extra#  of  the  ex- 
ports and  imports  be  true,  we  have  been 
gamers'  upon  the  balance  by  our  trade  with 
France  for  feveral  years  pad ; and,  although  ^ 
our  gain  amounts  to  no  great  fum,  we 
ought  to  be  fatisfied,  fmce  we  are  no  lofers, 
with  the  only  confolatiOn  we  are  capable 
of  receiving. 

Laftly,  The  word  consequence  is  behind. 

If  we  raife  the  duty  on  wine  to  a confi- 
derable  height,  we  lofe  the  only  hold  we 
have  of  keeping  among  us  the  few  gen- 
tlemen of  any  tolerable  eftates.  I am  con- 
fident, there  is  hardly  a gentleman  of  eight 
hundred  pounds  a year  and  upwards,  in 
this  kingdom,  who  would  balance  half  an 
hour  to  confider  whether  he  Ihould  live 
here  or  in  England,  if  a family  could  be 
as  cheaply  maintained  in  the  one  as  the 
other.  As  to  eatables,  they  are  as  cheap 
in  many  fine  counties  of  England,  as  in 
forae  very  indifferent  ones  here ; or,  if 
there  be  any  difference,  that  vein  of  thrift, 
and  prudence  in  oeconomy,  which  pafles 
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there  without  reproach,  (and  chiefly  in 
London  itfelf ) would  amply  make  up  the 
difference.  But  the  article  of  French  wine 
is  hardly  tolerable,  in  any  degree  of  plenty, 
to  a middling  fortune : And  this  is  it  which, 
by  growing  habitfual,  wholly  turns  the 
fcale  with  thofe  few  . landed  men  difen- 
gaged  from  employments,  who  content 
themfelves  to  live  hofpitably  with  plenty 
of  good  wine  in  their  own  country,  rather 
than  in  penury,  and  obfcurity  in  another, 
with  bad,  or  with  none  at  all. 

Having  therefore,  as  far  as.  in  me  lies, 
abolifhed  tills  additional  duty  upon  wine ; 
for  I am  not  under  the  leaf!  concern  about 
paying  the  interefl:  of  the  national  debt, 
but  leave  it,  as  in  loyalty  bound,  wholly 
to  the  wifdom  of  the  Honourable  Houfe 
of  Commons  : I come  now  to  confider  by 
what  methods  we  may  be  able  to  put  off, 
and  delay  our  utter  undoing  as  long  as  it 
is  poflible. 

I never  have  difeourfed  any  reafonable 
man  upon  this  fubje<5t,  who  did  not  allow 
that  there  was  no  remedy  left  us,  but  to 
leffen  the  importation  of  all  unneceffary 
commodities,  as  much  as  it  was  poflible ; 
and  like  wife,  either  to  perfuade  our  abfen- 
tecs  to  fpend  their  money  at  home,  which 

is 

t 

Digitized  by  Google 


i wear  Irish  Manu'fa c’t u r e s.  30^ 
is  impofllble,  or  tax  them  at  five  (hillings 
in  the  pound  during  their  abfence,  with 
fuch  allowances,  upon  neceflary  occafions, 
as  it  lhall  be  thought  convenient ; or,  by 
permitting  us  a free  trade,  which  is  denied 
to  no  other  nation  upon  earth.  The  three 
lafl  methods  are  treated  by  Mr.  Prior,  in 
his  mofl  ufeful  treatife,  added  to  his  lift  of 
absentees.  • * • • ■ 

- It  is  to  gratify  the  vanity  and  pride,  and 
luxury  of  the  women,  and  of  the  young 
fops  who  admire  them,  that  we  owe  this 
infupportable  grievance  of  bringingfin  the 
inftruments  of  our  ruin.  There  is  annu- 
ally  brought  over  to  this  kingdom  near 
ninety  thoufand  pounds  worth  of  filk, 
whereof  the  greater  part  is  manufactured : 
Thirty  thoufand  pounds  more  is  expend- 
ed in  muflin,  holland,  cambric,  and  cal- 
lico.  What  die  price  of  lace  amounts  to,  is 
not  eafy  to  be  collected  from  the  cuftom- 
houfe  book,  being  a kind  of  goods  that 
takes  up  little  room,  and  is  eafily  run ; but, 
confidering  the  prodigious  price  of  a wo- 
man’s head-drefs,  at  ten,  twelve,  twenty 
pounds  a yard,  muft  be  very  great.  The 
tea,  rated  at  feven  drillings  per  pound, 
comes  to  near  twelve  thoufand  pounds', 
but,  confidering  it  as  the:comnicn  luxury 
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of  every  chambermaid,  fempftrefs,  and 
ttadefmahs  wife,  both  in  town  and  coun- 
try, however  they  come  by  it,  muft  needs 
coft  the  kingdom  double  that  fum.  Coffee 
is  fomewhat  above  7,000  /.  I have  feen  no 
account  of  chocolate,  and  fome  other  In- 
dian or  American  goods.  The  drapery 
imported  is  about  24,000  /.  The  whole 
amounts  (with  one  or  two  other  particu- 
lars) to  150,000  /.  The  lavishing  of  all 
which  money  is  juft  as  prudent  and  ne- 
ceflary,  as  to  fee  a man  in  an  embroidered 
coat  begging  out  of  Newgate  in  an  old 
lhoe. 

I allow  that  the  thrown  and  raw  filk  is 
lefs  pernicious ; becaufe  we  have  fome 
fhare  in  the  manufacture ; but  we  are  not 
now  in  circumftances  to  trifle.  It  cofts  us 
above  40,000  /.  a year : And  if  the  ladies, 
till  better  times,  will  not  be  content  to  go 
in  their  own  country  Ihifts,  I wifh  they 
may  go  in  rags.  Let  them  vie  with  each 
other  in  the  finenefs  of  their  native  linen : 
Their  beauty  and  gentlenefs  will  as  well 
appear,  as  if  they  were  covered  over  with 
diamonds  and  brocade.  * 

I believe  no  man  is  fo  weak,  as  to  hope 
or  expeCt  that  fuch  a reformation  can  be 
brought  about  by  a law.  But  a thorough, 
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hearty,  unanimous  vote,  in  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament,  might  perhaps  anfwer  as 
well:  Every  fenator,  noble  or.  plebeian, 
giving  his  honour,  that  neither  himfelf, 
nor  any  of  his  family,  would,  in  their 
drefs  or  furniture  of  their  houfes,  make 
ufe  of  any  thing  except  what  was  of  the 
growth  and  manufacture  of  this  king- 
dom *,  and  that  they  would  ufe  the  utmoft 
of  their  power,  influence  and  credit,  to 
prevail  on  their  tenants,  dependants,  and 
friends,  to  follow  their  example. 
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ARCHBISHOP  of  DUBLIN, 
conpetnipg  the  Weavers.. 


: My  Lord,  , 

TH  E Corporation  of  Weavers  in  the 
woollen  manufacture,  who  have  fo 
often  attended  your  Grace,  and  called  up- 
on me  with  their  fchemes  and  propofals, 
were  with  me  on  Thurfday  laft  ; when  he 
who  fpoke  for  the  reft,  and  in  the  name  of 
his  abfent  brethren,,  faid,  It  .was  the  opi- 
nion of  the  ^vhole  body,  that  if  fomewhat 
were  written  at  this  time  by  an  able  hand, 
to  perfuade  the  people  of  this  kingdom  to 
wear  their  own  woollen  manufactures,  it 
might  be  of  good  .ufe  to  the  nation  in  ge- 
neral,.‘and  prefervS  many  hundreds  of 
their  trade  from  ilarving.  To  which  I 
anfvvered,  That  it  was  hard  for  any  man  of 
common  fpirit  to  turn  his  thoughts  to  fuch 
fpeculations,  without  difcovering  a refent- 
mcnt  which  people  are  too  delicate  to  bear. 

For 
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For  I will  not  deny  to  your  Grace,  that  I 
cannot  refled;  on  the  lingular  condition  of 
this  country,  different  fromali  others  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth,  without  fome  emo- 
tion, and  without  often  examining,  as  I 
pafs  the  llreets,  whether  thofe  animals 
which  come  in  my  way,  with  two  legs  and 
human  faces,  clad  and  ered,  be  of  the 
fame  fpecies  with  what  I have  feen  very 
like  them  in  England,  as  to  the  outward 
fhape,  but  differing  in  their  notions,  na- 
tures, and  intellectuals,  more  than  any  two 
kinds  of  brutes  in  a foreft ; which  any  man 
of  common  prudence  would  immediately 
difcover,  by  perfuading  them  to  define 
what  they  mean  by  law,  liberty,  property, 
courage,  reafon,  loyalty,  or  religion. 

One  thing,  my  Lord,  I am  very  confi- 
dent of ; that  if  God  Almighty,  for  our 
fins,  would  moll  juftly  fend  us  a pefli- 
lence,  whoever  fhould  dare  to  difcover  his 
grief  in  public  for  fuch  a vifitation,  would 
certainly  be  cenfured  for  difaffedion  to 
the  government.  For  I folemnly  profefs, 
that  I do  not  know  one  calamity  we  have 
undergone  thefe  many  years,  whereof  any 
man,  whofe  opinions  were  not  in  fafhion, 
dared  to  lament,  without  being  openly 
Charged  with  that  imputation.  And  this 
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is  the  harder,  becaufe  although  a mother, 
when  (he  hath  correfted  her  child,  may 
fometimes  force  it  to  kifs  the  rod,  yet 
ihe  will  never  give  that  power  to  the  foot- 
boy  or  the  fcullion. 

My  Lord,  There  are  two  things  for  the 
people  of  this  kingdom  to  confider : Firft, 
Their  prefent  evil  condition ; and,  fecond- 
ly.  What  can  be  done  in  fome  degree  to 
remedy  it. 

I fhall  not  enter  into  a particular  de- 
feription  of  our  prefent  mifery:  It  hath 
been  already  done  in  feveral  papers,  and 
very  fully  in  one  entitled  A Jbort  View  of  the 
State  of  Ireland.  It  will  be  enough  to  men- 
tion the  entire  want  of  trade,  the  naviga- 
tion-aft executed  with  the  utmoft  rigor, 
the  remillion  of  a million  every  year  to 
England,  the  ruinous  importation  of  fo- 
reign luxury  and  vanity,  the  opprellion  of 
landlords,  and  difeouragement  of  agricul- 
ture. 

Now  all  thofe  evils  are  without  the  pof- 
fibility  of  a cure,  except  that  of  impor- 
tations ; and  to  fence  againft  ruinous  folly 
will  be  always  in  our  power,  in  fpite  of 
the  difeouragements,  mortifications,  con- 
tempt, hatred,  and  opprelfion  we  labour 
under : . But  our  trade  will  never  mend, 
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<tJhe  navigatioa-aCt  never  be  Softened,  our 
abfentees  never  return,  our  endlefs  foreign 
payments  never  be  leflened,  our  own  land- 
lords never  be  lefe  exacting. 

All  other  fchemes  for  preferving  this 
kingdom  from  utter  ruin  are  idle  and 
vifionary,  consequently  drawn  from  wrong 
reafoning,  and  from  general  topics,  which, 
for  the  fame  caufes  that  they  may  be  true 
in  all  nations,  are  certainly  falfe  in  ours  ; 
as  I have  told  the  public  often  enough, 
but  with  as  little  effect  as  what  I lhall  lay 
at  prefent  is  likely  to  produce. 

I am  weary  of  fo  many  abortive  pro- 
jects, for  the  advancement  of  trade;  of  fo 
.many  crude  propofals,  in  letters  Sent  me 
from  unknown  hands ; of  fo  many  contra- 
dictory Speculations,  about  railing  or  fink- 
ing the  value  of  gold  and  filver : I am  not 
in  the  leaft  forry  to  hear  of  the  great  num- 
bers going  to  America,  although  very  much 
for  the  caufes  that  drive  them  from  us, 
fince  the  uncontrolled  maxim,  “ That 
“ people  are  the  riches  of  a nation,”  is  no 
maxim  here  under  our  circum fiances.  We 
have  neither  manufactures  to  employ 
them  about,  nor  food  to  Support  them. 

If  a private  gentleman’s  income  be 
funk  irretrievably  for  ever  from  a hun- 
dred 
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dred  pounds  to  fifty,  and  that  he  hath  nd 
other  method  to  fupply  the  deficiency,  I 
defire  to  know,  my  Lord,  whether  fuch  a 
perfon  hath  any  other  courfe  to  take,  than 
to  fink  half  his  expences  in  every  article  of 
oeconomy,  to  fave  himfelf  from  ruin  and 
a jail.  Is  not  this  more  than  doubly  the 
cafe  of  Ireland,  where  the  want  of  money, 
the  irretrievable  ruin  of  trade,  with  the 
other  evils  above-mentioned,  and  many 
more  too  well  known  and  felt,  and  too 
numerous  or  invidious  to  relate,  have  been 
gradually  finking  us  for  above  a dozen 
years  pall,  to  a degree  that  we  are  at  lead 
by  two  thirds  in  a worfe  condition  than 
was  ever  known  fince  the  Revolution. 
Therefore,  inftead  of  dreams  and  projects 
for  advancing  of  trade,  we  have  no- 
thing left  but  to  find  out  fome  expedient 
whereby  we  may  reduce  our  expences  to 
our  incomes. 

Yet  this  procedure,  allowed  fo  neceffary 
in  all  private  families,  and  in  its  own  na- 
ture fo  eafy  to  be  put  in  practice,  may  meet 
with  ftrong  oppofition  by  the  cowardly  fla- 
vifh  indulgence  of  the  men  to  the  intole- 
rable' pride,  arrogance,  vanity,  and  luxury 
of  the*  women  ; who,  ftridtly  adhering  to 
he  rules  of  modem  education,  feem  to 
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employ  their  whole  flock  of  invention  in 
Contriving  new  arts  of  profufion  fafter  than 
tlie  moft  parfimonious  liufband  can  afford: 
And,  to  compafs  this  work  the  more  effec- 
tually, their  univerfal  maxim  is  to  defpife 
and  deteft  every  thing  of  the  growth  and 
manufacture  of  their  own  country,  and 
moft  to  value,  whatever  comes  from  the 
very  remoteft  parts  of  the  globe.  And  I 
am  convinced,  that,  if  the  virtuofi  could 
once  find  out  a . world  in  the  moon,  with 
3 paffage  to  it,  our  women  would  wear 
nothing  but  what  came  direCtly  from  , 
thence. 

The  prime  coft  of  wine  yearly  imported 
to  Ireland  is  valued  at  30,000  /. ; and  the 
tea  (including  coffee  and  chocolate)  at  five 
times  that  fum.  The  lace,  filks,  callicoes, 
and  all  other  unneceffary  ornaments  for 
women,  including  Englifh  cloths  and 
fluffs,  added  to  the  former  articles,  make 
up  (to  compute  grofsly)  about  400,000  /. 

- Now,  if  we  fhould  allow  the  30,000  /. 
wherein  the  women  have  their  fliare,  and 
which  is  all  we  have  to  comfort  us,  and 
deduCt  70,000  /.  more  for  over-reaching, 
there  would  ftill  remain  300,000  /.  annually 
fpent,  for  unwholefome  drugs  and  un- 
neceffary finery.  Which  prodigious  fum 
. . would 
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would  be  wholly  faved,  and  many  them- 
farads  of  our  miferable  fhop-keeper3  and 
Enanufaxfturers  comfortably  fupported. 

Let  fpe  dilative  people  botfy  their  brains 
as  much  as  they  pleafe,  there  is  no  other 
■way  to  prevent  this  kingdom  from  finking 
for  ever,  than  by  utterly  renouncing  all 
foreign  drefe  and  luxury. 

It  is  abfolutely  fb  in  fafl,  that  every 
hufband,  of  any  fortune  in,  the  kingdom, 
is  nouriihing  a poilonous  devouring  fer- 
peijt  in  his  bofom,  with  all  the  mifehief, 
but  with  none  of  its  wifdom. 

If  all  the  women  were  clad  with  the 
growth  of  their  own  country,  they  might 
ftili  vie  with  each  other  in  the  courle  of 
foppery,  and  ftili  have  room  left  to  vie 
with  each  other,  and  equally  fhew  their 
wit  and  judgment  in  deciding  upon  the 
variety  of  Irilh  fluffs.  And,  if  they  could 
be  contented  with  their  native  wholefome 
flops  for  breakfaft,  we  Ihould  hear  no  more 
of  their  fpleen,  hyfterics,  cholics,  palpita- 
tions, and  afthmas.  They  might  ftili  be 
allowed  to  ruin  each  other,  and  their  huf- 
bands  at  play,  becaufe  the  money  loft 
would  only  circulate  among  ourfelves. 

My  Lord,  I freely  own  it  a wild  imagi- 
nation, that  any  words  will  cure  the  foc- 
4 tifhnefs 
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tifhnefs  of  men,  or  the  vanity  of  women ; 
but  the  kingdom  is  in  a fair  way  of  pro- 
ducing the  mod  effe&ual  remedy,  when 
there  will  not  be  money  left  for  the  com- 
mon courfe  of  buying  and  felling  the 
very  necefiaries  of  life  in  our  markets, 
unlefs  we  abfolutely  change  the  whole 
method  of  our  proceedings. 

The  corporation  of  weavers  in  woollen 
and,  fdk,  who  have  fo  frequently  offered 
ppopofals  both  to  your  Grace  and  to  me, 
are  the  hotted  and  colded  generation  of 
men  that  I have  known.  About  a month 
ago,  they  attended  your  Grace,  when  I 
had  the  honour  to  be  with  you,  and  de- 
figned  me  the  fame  favour.  They  defired 
you  would  recommend  to  your  clergy  to 
wear  gowns  of  Irifh  duffs,  which  might 
probably  fpread  the  example  among  all 
their  brethren  in  the  kingdom  j and,  per- 
haps, among  the  lawyers  and  gentlemen 
of  the  univerfity,  and  among  the  citizens 
of  thofe  corporations  who  appear  in  gowns 
on  folemn  occafions.  I then  mentioned  a 
kind  of  duff,  not  above  eight  pence  a yard, 
which  I heard  had  been  contrived  by  fome 
of  the  trade,  and  was  very  convenient.  I 
defired  they  would  prepare  fome  of  that, 
or  any  fort  of  black  duff,  on  a certain 
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day,  when  your  Grace  would  appoint  a3 
many  clergymen  as  could  readily  be  found 
to  meet  at  your  palace,  and  there  give  their 
opinions  ; and  that,  your  Grace’s  vifitation 
approaching,  you  could  then  have  the 
jbeft  opportunity  of  feeing  what  could  be 
done  in  a matter  of  fucli  confequence,  as 
they  feemed  to  think,  to  the  woollen  ma- 
nufaCture.  But  inllead  of  attending,  as 
was  expected,  they  came  to  me  a fortnight 
after  with  a new  propofal,  that  fomething 
Should  be  written,  by  an  acceptable  and 
able  hand,  to  promote  in  general  the  wear- 
ing of  home  manufactures,  and  their  civi- 
lities would  fix  that  work  upon  me.  I afk- 
ed  if  they  had  prepared  the  fluffs,  as  they 
had  promifed,  and  your  Grace  expected ; 
but  they  had  not  made  the  leaft  ftep  in  the 
matter,  nor,  as  it  appears,  thought  of  it 
more.  : ' 

I did,  fome  years  ago,  propofe  to  the 
mailers  and  principal  dealers  in  the  home 
manufactures  of  fiik  and  wool,  that  they 
fhould  meet  together ; and,  after  mature 
confkleration,  publilh  advertisements  to  the 
following  purpofe. 

That,  in  order  to  encourage  the  wearing 
of  Irifli  manufactures  in  filk  and  woollen, 
they  gave  notice  to  the  nobility  and  gentry 
i . of 
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of  the  kingdom,  That  they  the  under-, 
figned,  would  enter  into  bonds  for  them- 
felves,  and  for  each  other,  to  fell  the  feve- 
ral  forts  of  fluffs,  cloths,  and  filks,  made 
to  the  befl  perfection  they  were  able,  for 
certain  fixed  prices ; and  in  fuch  a manner, 
that,  if  a child  were  fent  to  any  of  their 
fhops,  the  buyer  might  be  fecure  of  the  va- 
lue and  goodnefs,and  meafure  of  the  ware: 
And,  left  this  might  be  thought  to  look  like 
a monopoly,  any  other  member  of  the 
trade  might  be  admitted,  upon  fuch  condi- 
tions as  fhould  be  agreed  on.  And,  if  any 
perfon  whatfoever  fhould  complain  that 
he  was  ill-ufed  in  the  value  and  goodnefs 
of  what  he  bought,  the  matter  fhould  be 
examined,  the  perfon  injured  be  fully  fa- 
tisfied  by  the  whole  corporation,  without 
delay,  and  the  difhoneft  feller  be  ftruck 
out  of  the  fociety,  unlefs  it  appeared  evi- 
dently that  die  failure  proceeded  only 
from  miftake. 

The  mortal  danger  is,  that  if  thefe  deal- 
ers could  prevail,  by  the  goodnefs  and 
cheapnefs  of  their  cloths  and  fluffs,  to  give 
a turn  to  the  principal  people  of  Ireland  ! 
in  favour  of  their  goods,  they  would  re- 
lapfe  into  the  knavifh  practice  peculiar  to 
this  kingdom,  which  is  apt  to  run  through 
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all  trades,  even  fo  low  as  a common  ale- 

• , ' 9 s 

feller ; who,  as  foon  as  he  gets  a vogue 
for  his  liquor,  and  outfells  his  neighbours, 
thinks  his  credit  will  put  off  the  worft  he 
can  buy,  till  his  cuftomers  will  come  no 
more.  Thus  I have  known  at  London. 

•\  • r * - • 

in  a general  mourning,  the  drapiers  dye 
black,  all  their  old  damaged  goods,  and 
fell  them  at  double  rates,  then  complain 
and  petition  the  court,  that  they  are  ready 
to  ftarve  by  the  continuance  of  the  mourn- 
ing. 

Therefore,  I fay,  thofe  principal  weavers, 
who  would  enter  into  fuch  a compact  as  I 
have  mentioned,  muft  give  fufficient  fecu- 
rity  againft  all  fuch  practices  : For,  if  once 
the  women  can  perfuade  their  hufbands 
that  foreign  goods,  befides  the  finery,  will 
be  as  cheap,  and  do  more  fervice,  our  laft 
Hate  will  be  worfe  than  the  firft. 

I do  not  here  pretend  to  digeft  perfectly 
the  method  by  which  thefe  principal  lhop- 
keepers  fhall  proceed  in  fuch  a propofal ; 
but  my  meaning  is  clear  enough,  and  can- 
not reafonably  be  obje<51ed  againft. 

We  have  feen  what  a deftru&ive  lofs  the 
king  don  received,  by  die  deteftable  fraud  of 
the  merchants,  or  northern  linen-weavers, 
or  both ; riot  withftanding  all  the  care  of  the 
8 • governors 
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governors  at  that  board,  when  we  had  ah 
t>ffet  of  cohimerce  with  the  Spaniards  for 
our  linen,  to  the  value,  as  I am  told,  of 
300,000/.  a year.  But,  while  we  deal  like 
£edlafs,  we  fhall  praCtife  like  pedlars,  and 
facrifice  all  honefty  to  the  prefent  urging 
advantage. 

What  I have  faid  may  fervc  as  an  an- 
fwer  to  the  defire  made  me  by  the  corpora- 
tion of  weavers,  that  I would  offer  my  no- 
tions to  the  public.  As  to  any  thing  fur- 
ther, let  them  apply  themfelves  to  the  par- 
liament in  their  next  feffion.  Let  them  pre- 
vail on  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  grant  one 
very  reafonable  requeft ; and  I fhall  think 
there  is  ftill  fome  fpirit  left  in  the  nation, 
when  I read  a vote  to  this  purpofe  : Refolv- 
ed,  nemine  contradicente , That  this  Houfe  will, 
for  the  future,  wear  no  cloths  but  fuch  as 
are  made  of  Irifh  growth,  or  of  Irifh  manu- 
facture,- nor  will  permit  their  wives  or 
Children  to  wear  any  other : And  that  they 
Will,  to  the  utmofl,  endeavour  to  prevail 
with  their  friends,  relations,  dependents, 
and  tenants  to  follow  their  example.  And 
if,  at  the  fame  time,  they  could  banifh  tea, 
and  coffee,  and  china-ware  out  of  their  fa- 
milies, and  force  their  wives  to  chat  their 
fcandal  over  an  infufion  of  fage,  or  other 
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wholefome  domeftic  vegetables,  we  might 
poflibly  be  able  to  fubfift,  and  pay  our  ab- 
lentees,  penfioners,  generals,  civil  officers, 
appeals,  colliers,  temporary  travellers,  ftu- 
dents,  fchoolboys,  fplenctic  vifiters  of  Bath, 
Tunbridge,  and  Epfom,  with  all  other 
fmaller  drains,  by  fending  our  crude  un- 
wrought goods  to  England,  and  receiving 
from  thence,  and  all  other  countries,  no- 
thing but  what  is  fully  manufactured,  and 
keep  a few  potatoes  and  oatmeal  for  our 
own  fubfiftence. 

I have  been,  for  a dozen  years  paft,  wifely 
prognofticating  the  prefent  condition  of 
this  kingdom ; which  any  human  creature, 
of  common  fenfe,  could  foretel,  with  as 
little  fagacity  as  myfelf.  My  meaning  is, 
that  a confumptive  body  mull  needs  die, 
which  hath  fpent  all  its  fpirits,  and  receiv- 
ed no  nourifhment.  Yet  I am  often  tempt- 
ed to  pity,  when  I hear  the  poor  farmer 
.and  cottager  lamenting  the  hardnefs  of  the 
times,  and  imputing  them  either  to  one 
or  two  ill  feafons,  which  better  climates 
than  ours  are  more  expofed  to;  or  tofcar- 
city  of  filver,  which  to  a nation  of  liberty, 
would  only  be  a flight  and  temporary  in- 
convenience, to  be  removed  at  a month’s 
. warning. 

ANSWER 
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LETTERS  from  unknown  Persons. 
Written  in  the  Year  mdccxxix. 

. i . . 

'Gentlemen,  * 

1-Am  inclined  to  think  that  I received  a 
letter  from  you  two  * laft  fummer,  di- 
rected to  Dublin,  while  I was  in  the  coun- 
try, whither  it  was  fent  me,  and  I ordered 
ah  anfwer  to  it  to  be  printed  ; but,  it  feems, 
it  had  little  effeCl,  and  I fuppofe  this 
will  have  not  much  more;  ; But  the  heart 
off  this  people  is  waxed  grofs,  and  their 
ears  are  dull  of  hearing,  and  their  eyes 
they  have  clofed.  And,  Gentlemen,  I am 
to  tell  you  another  thing : That  the  world 
is  too  regardlefs  of  what  we  write  for  the 
public  good : That,  after  we  have  deli- 
vered our  thoughts,  without  any  profpeCt 
of  advantage  or  of  reputation,  which  latter 
is  not  to  be  had  but  by  fubfcribing  our 
names,  we  cannot  prevail  upon  a printer 

* Trueman  and  LavfieJd. 

Y 3 to 
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to  be  at  the  charge  of  fending  it  into  the 
world,  unlefs  we  will  be  at  all,  or  half  the 
expence:  And,  although  we  are  willing 
enough  to  bellow  our  labours,  we  think 
it  unreafonable  to  be  out  of  pocket ; be- 
caufe  it,  probably,  may  not  confiit  with 
the  fituation  of  our  affairs. 

I do.  very  much  approve  your  good  in* 
tentions,  and,  in  a great  meafure,  your 
manner  of  declaring  tliepa } and  I do 
imagine  you ; intended  that  the  world 
fheuld  no;  only)  kno?y  your  featimepts% 
bu.t  my  anfwe?v  A^hifch  I fhall  impartially 

. 1 ,om  >•.  : w+i  v ’ • » : 

That  great  Prelate,  in  whofe  covey  yon, 

directed  yotu:  lep^r,  fent  .it  to  me  this*, 
morning;,  and  I begi# my,  atbwer  to-njght, 
not  knowing  wb^t  interrupt^  I maym^et 
with.  ^ • «...  ...  f.  . . .... 

I,  lipve  ordered;  your  letter  to  be  printed, 
as  it  ought  to  be,  along  with  my  anfweti, 
bceaufe,  I copceiyq,  it  will  be  more  accept-, 
able  and  informing  to  the  kingdom. 

I fhall  therefore  now  go  on,  to  anfvver 
your  letter  in  all  manner  gf  fincerity. 

. Altliough  your  letter  be  directed;  to  me, 
yet  I;  take  myfclf  to  be  only  an  imaginary 
pcrlon : For  although  I conjecture  I had 
formerly  one  from  you,  vet-1  never  anfwer- 

ed 
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•«ed  it  otheiwife  than  in  print ; neither  was 
I at  a lofs  to  know  the  reafons  why  fo 
many  people  of  this  kingdom  were  trans- 
porting theemfelveSr  to  America.  And,  if 
this  encouragefnent  were  owing  to  a pam- 
phlet written,  giving  an  account  -of  the 
country  of  Pehfylvania,  to  tempt  peopft 
to  go  thither  ^ I do  declare  that  thofe  who 
^were  tempted*  by  fuch  a narrative,  to1  fuch 
-a  journey,  Were  fools,-  and  the  hnthor  i 
moll  impudent  knave  j at  lead,  if  it  be  the 
•fame  pamphlet  I faw  when  it  ftrft*  came 
out.  Which  is  above  twenty-five  years  ago, 
-cledicated  to  William  Pen,  (whom,  by  a mis- 
take, yoti  call  Sir  William  Pen)  and  ftyling 
iiim,  by  authority  of  the  Scripture,  Moft 
Noble  Governor.  For  I was  very  well  ac- 
quainted with  Pen,  and  did,  fome  years  af- 
ter, talk  with  him  upon  that  pamphlet, 
and  the  impudence  of  the  author,  who 
fpoke  fo  many  things  in  praife  of  the  foil 
and  climate,  which  Pen  himfelf  did  abfo- 
dutely  contradict.  For  he  did  afltrre  me, 
that  this  country  wanted  the  Ihelter  of 
.mountain.?,  which  left  it  open  to  the  nor- 
thern'Winde.  from  Hudfon's  Bay  and  the 
FrozemSea,  which  destroyed  all  plantations 
of  trees,:  and  was  eVeii  pernicious  to  all 
common  .vegetables,  n But,  indeed,  Ivew1- 
*■  >."  1 Y 4 York, 
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York,  Virginia,  and  other  parts  lefs  north- 
ward, or.  more  defended  by  mountains,  are 
described  as  excellent  countries  : But,  up- 
on what  conditions  of  advantage  foreigners 
go  thither,  I am  yet  to  feek. 

What  evils  our  people  avoid  by  running 
from  hence,  is  eafier  to  be  determined. 
They  conceive  themfelves  to  live  under 
the  tyranny  of  moft  cruel  exa&ing  land- 
lords, who  have  no  view  further  than  en- 
creafing  their  rent-rolls.  Secondly,  You 
com  pi  ; in  of  the  want  of  trade,  whereof 
you  feem  not  to  know  the  reafon.  Third- 
ly, You  lament  moft  juftly  the  money  fpent 
by  abfentees  in  England.  Fourthly,  You 
complain  that  your  linen  manufacture  de- 
clines. Fifthly,  That  your  tythe-colleClors 
opprefs  you.  Sixthly,  That  your  children 
have  no  hopes  of  preferment  in  the  church, 
the  revenue,  or  the  army ; to  which  you 
might  have  added  the  law,  and  all  civil 
employments  whatsoever.  Seventhly,  You 
are  undone  for  want  of  filver,  and  want 
all  other  money. 

I could,  eafily  add  fome  other  motives, 
which,  to  men  of  Spirit,  who  delire  and 
expeCt,  ahd  think  they  deferve  the  com- 
mon privileges  of  human  nature,  would 
be  of  more  force  than,  any  you  have  yet 
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named  to  drive  them  out  of  this  king- 
dom. But,  as  thefe  fpeculations  may  pro- 
bably not  much  affect  the  brains  of  your 
people,  I Jhall  chufe  to  let  them  pafs  un- 
mentioned. Yet  I cannot  but  obferve,  that 
my  very  good  and  virtuous  friend,  his  Ex- 
cellency Burnet,  (0  fili,  nec  tali  indigne  pen 
rente !)  hath  not  hitherto  been  able  to  per- 
fuade  his  vaflals,  by  his  oratory  in  the 
ftyle  of  a command,  to  fettle  a revenue 
on  his  Vice-Royal  Perfon.  I have  been 
likewife  allured,  that,  in  one  of  thofe  go* 
lonies  on  the  continent,  which  nature 
hath  fo  far  favoured,  as  (by  the  induftry-of 
the  inhabitants)  to  produce  a great  quantity 
of  excellent  rice ; the  ftubbomnefs  of  the 
people,  who  having  been  -told  that  the 
world  was  wide,  took  it  into  their  Heads? 
that  they  might  fell  their  own  rice  at  what- 
ever foreign  market  they  pleafed,  and 
feem,  by  their  practice,  very  unwilling  to 
quit  that  opinion,  i. . ■ • ••  • ••  : i n>.  ;;i 

But'  to  return  tainy  fubjedi^  I mull  con-. 
fefs  -to  you  both,  that,  if  one  reafon  of 
your  peopled  deferring  us,  be  the  defpair 
of r things  growing  better  in  their  own 
country,  I have  not  one  fyllable  to  anfwer; 
becaufe  that  would  be  to  hope  for  what  is 
impoilible  ; and  fo  I have  been  telling  the 

public 
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public  thefe  ten  years.  For,  there  are  three 
events  which  raift  precede  any  fuch  bieff- 
ing  :•  Firft,  A liberty  of  trade ; fecondly,  A 
lhare  of  preferments  in  all  kinds,  eqiial  to 
the  Britiih  natives ; and,  thirdly,  A return 
< ef  tbofc  abfentees,  who  take  away  almoft 
©ne  half  of  the  kingdom’s  revenue.  As  to 
the  firft  and  fecOnd,  there  is  nothing  left 
■ns  but  defpair  j and,  for  the  third,  it  will 
never  happen  till  the  kingdom  hath  no 
money  to  feftd  them,  for  which,  in  my 
©rwn  particular,  I fhould  not  be  forry. 

:/  The.  ejda&Son  of  landlords  hath  indeed 
been  a grievance  of  above  twenty  years 
handing.  Bnt,  as  to  what  you  objedt  about 
the  fevere  ckiufes  relating  to  improvement* 
die  fault  lies1  wholly  on  the  other  fide:  For 
the  landlords,  cither  by  their  ignorance 
©r  greedinefe  of  making  large  rent-rolls, 
have  performed  this  matter  fb  ill,  as  we 
fee  by  experience,  that  there  is  riot  one 
tenant  in  five  hundred  who  hath  made 
any  improvement,  worth  mentioning.  For 
which  I appeal)  i to*  any  man  whor  ride$ 
through  the  kingdom,  where  little  is  to 
be  found  among  the  tenants  but  beggary 
and  defoliation ; the  cabins  of  the  Scotch 
tliemfdves,  in  U liter,  being  as  dirty  and 
miferable  as  tliofe  of  the  wildefl  Iiifh. 
•j.  . . Whereas 
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Whereas  good  firm  penal  claufes  for  im- 
provement,with  a tolerable  eafy  rent  and 
a reasonable  period  of  time,  would,  in 
twenty  years,  have  encreafed  the  rents  of 
Ireland  at  lead  a third  part  in  the  intrinfic 
value.  ; . • . . ;r:r  L.  .1. 

I am  glad  to  hear  you  fpeak  with  fome 
decency  of  the  clergy,  and  to  impute  , the 
exa&ions  you  lament  to  the  managers  or 
formers  of  the  tythes.  But  you  entirely 
miftake  the,  fail : For  i defy  the  moil  wick#* 
ed  and  mofl  powerful  clergyman,  in  the 
kmgdoba  ter  opp  refs  the  meaneft  fanaacr  in 
die  pariih ; and  I defy  the  fame  clergyman 
t®  prevent  liimfclf  from  being  cheated  by 
die  fame  farmer,  whenever  that  farmer 
ifeall  be  djfpofbd  to  be  knaviih  or  peeviflu' 
Few,  although  the  Ulfter  tything-teller  is 
more  advantageous  to  the  clergy  than  any 
other  in  the:  kingdom,  yet  the  minifter  cart 
demand:  no  more  than  his  tenth- ; and, 
where  the  com  much  exceeds  the  fmall 
tythes,  as,  except  in  fome  diftri&s, . I am 
told:  it  always  doth, : he  is  . at  the  mercy  of 
every  flubborn.  farmer;  dpexdally  of  thofe 
whole  fed  as,  well  as  intered  incline  them 
to  oppofition,  However;,!:  take  it  that  your 
people,,  bent  fiosr  Anaeiicaj  do  not- fhewthe 
beft  part  of.  their  pmdence  in  making  this 

one 
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one  part  of  their  complaint  J Yet  they  are' 
fo  for  wife  as  not  to  make  the  payment  of 
tythes  a fcruple  of  confcience,  which  is  too 
grofs  for  any  Proteftant  diflenter,  except  a 
Quaker,  to  pretend.  But,  do  your  people 
indeed  think,  that,  if  tythes  were  abo- 
lifhed,.  or  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
landlord  after  the  blefled  manner  in  the 
Scotch  fpirkual  oeconomy,  that  the  tenant 
Would  fit  eafier  in  his  rent  under  the  fame 
perfon,  who  mufl  be  lord  of  the  foil  and 
of  the  tythe  together  ? _ f.  ; • ' 

* I am  ready  enough  to  grant,  -that  the 
oppreflion  of  landlords,  the  utter  min  of 
trade,  with  its  neceffary  confequence  the 
Want  of  money,  half  the  Avenues  of  the 
kingdom  fpent  abroad,  -the;  continued 
dearth  of  three  years,'  and  the  ftrong  de- 
lufion  in  your  people  by  falfe  allurement 
from  America,  may  be  the  chief  motives 
of  their  eagernefs  after  fuch  an  expedition. 
But  there  is  likewife  another'  temptation, 
which, is  not  of  inconfiderable  weight; 
which  is,  their  itch  of  living  in  a country 
where  their  fedf  is  predominant,  and  where 
their  eyes  and  confciences  will  not  be  of- 
fended by  the  flumbling-block  of  cere- 
monies, habits,  and  Spiritual  titles. 

But 
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But  I was  furprifed  to  find  that  thofe  ca- 
lamities, whereof  we  are  innocent,  have 
been  fufficient  to  drive  many  families  out 
of  their  country,  who  had  no  reafori  to 
complain  of  oppreffive  landlords.  - For, 
while  I was  laft  year  in  the  northern  parts, 
a perfon  of  quality,  whofe  eftate  was  let 
above  twenty  years  ago,  and  then  at  a 
very  reafonable  rent,  fome  for  leafes  of 
lives,  and  fome  perpetuities,  .did,  in  a few 
months,  purchafe  eleven  of  thofe  leafes 
at  a very  inconfiderable  price,  although 
they  were  two  years  ago  reckoned  to  pay 
but  half  value.  From  whence  it  is  mani- 
feft  that  our  prefent  miferable  condition, 
and  the  difmal  profpedt  of  worfe,  with 
other  reafons  above  afligned,  are  fufficient 
to  put  men  upon  trying  this  defperate  ex- 
periment of  changing  the  fcene  they  are 
in,  although  landlords  lhould,  by  a mi-  . 
racle,  become  lefs  inhuman. 

• Theije  is  hardly  a fcheme  propofed  for 
improving  the  trade  of  this  kingdom, 
which  doth  not  manifeftly  fhew  the  ftupi- 
dity  and  ignorance  of  the  propofer : And 
I laugh  with  contempt  at  thofe  weak  wife 
heads'  who  proceed  upon  general  maxims, 
or  advife  us  to  follow  the  examples  of  Hol- 
land and  England.  Thcfe  empirics  talk 
• 2 by 
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by  rote,  without  underftanding  the  confii- 
tution  of  the  kingdom  ; as  if  a phyfkiaii, 
knowing  that  eiercife  contributed  much 
to  health,  fhould  prefcribe  to  his  patient 
under  a fevere  fit  of  the  gout,  to  walk 
ten  miles  every  morning.  The  directions 
fbr  Ireland  are  very  fhort  and  plain,  To 
encourage  agriculture  and  home-confump- 
tion,  and  utterly  dificard  all  importations 
which  are  not  abfohitely  neceflary  for 
health  or  life*  And  how  few  neceflaries, 
Conveniencies,  or  even  comforts  cxf  life,  are 
denied  us  by  nature,  or  not  to  be  attained  by 
labour  and  induftry  ? Are  thofe  dereftable 
extravagancies  of  Flanders-Iaec,  Englifh- 
cloths  made  of  our  own  wool,  and  other 
goods,  Italian  or  Indian  filks,  tea,  coffee, 
chocolate,  China-ware,  and  that  profufion 
of  wines,  by  the  knavery  of  merchants 
growing  dearer  every  feafon,  wirh  a hun- 
dred unneceilary  fopperies^  better  known 
to  others  than  me : Are  thefe,  I fay,  fit  for 
us,  any  more  than  for  the  beggar  who 
could  not  eat  his  veal  without  oranges  ? 
Is  it  not  the  higheft  indignity  to  human 
nature,  that  men  fhould  be  fuch  poltrons, 
as  to  fuffer  the  kingdom  and  rhemfelves  t6 
be.  undone,  by  the  vanity,  the  folly,,  the 
pnde,  and.  wantonnefs  of  tlieir  wives; 

who. 
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who,  under  their  prefect  corruptione,  feem 
to  be  a kind  of  animal  fuffered,  for  our 
fins,  to  be  fent  into  the  world  for  the  de- 
ftrudtion  of  families,  focicties,  and  king- 
doms, and  whofe  whole  ftudy  feeras  diredf- 
ed  tp  be  as  expenfive  as  they  poflibly  can 
in  every  ufelefs  article  of  living ; who,,  by 
long  practice,  can  reconcile  the  moft  per- 
nicious foreign  drugs  to  their  health  and 
pleasure,  provided  they  are  but  expensive  ; 
as  ftarlings  grow  fat  with  henbane  ; who 
cantradl  a robuflnefs  by  mere  pradtice  of 
lloth  and  luxury  ; who  can  play  deep  feve- 
rai  hours  after  midnight,  deep  beyond 
noon,  revel  upon  Indian  poifons,  and  fpead 
rhe  revenue  of  a moderate  family,  to  adorn 
a naufeous,  unwholefbme  living  carcafe  ? 
Let  thofe  few,  who  are  not  concerned  in 
any  part  of  this  accufation,  fuppofe  it  un- 
iaid y let  the  reft  take  it  among  them. 
Gracious  God!  in  his  mercy,  look  down 
upon  a nation  fo  lhamefully  befotted. 

If  l am  poflefled  of  an  hundred  pounds  a 
year,  and  by  fome  misfortune  it  finks  to 
fifty,  without  a poflibilityof  ever  being  re- 
trieved : Does  it  remain  a queftion,  in-  fuch 
an  exigency,  what  I am  to  do  ? Muft  net 
I retrench  one  half  in  every  article  of  ex- 
pence-? Or,  retire  to  fome  cheap,  diftattt 

. p lit. 
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part  of  the  country,  where  neceffaries  are 
at  half  value  ? 

Is  there  any  mortal  who  can  fhew  me, 
under  the  circumftances  we  ftand  with 
our  neighbours,  under  their  inclinations 
towards  us,  under  laws  never  to  be  repeal- 
ed, under  the  defolation  caufed  by  abfen- 
tees,  under  many  other  circumftances  not 
to  be  mentioned,  that  this  kingdom  can 
ever  be  a nation  of  trade,  or  fubfift  by  any 
other  method  than  that  of  a reduced  fami- 
ly, by  the  utmoft  parfimony,  in  the  man- 
ner I have  already  prefcribed  ? 

I am  tired  with  letters  from  many  un- 
reafonable  well-meaning  people,  who  are 
daily  prefling  me  to  deliver  my  thoughts 
in  this  deplorable  juncture  ; which,  upon 
many  others,  I have  fo  often  done  in  vain. 
What  will  it  import,  that  half  a fcore  peo- 
ple, in  a coffee-houfe,  may  happen  to  read 
this  paper,  and  even  the  majority  of  thofe 
few,  differ  in  every  fentiment  from  me  ? 
If  the  farmer  be  not  allowed  to  fow  his 
corn,  if  half  the  little  money  among  us  be 
fent  to  pay  rents  to  Irifli  abfentees,  and  the 
reft  for  foreign  luxury,  and  drefs  for  the 
women,  what  will  our  charitable  difpofi- 
tions  avail,  when  there  is  nothing  left  to 

• be  given  ? When,  contrary  to  all  cuftom 
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and  example,  all  neceflaries  of  life  are  fo 
exorbitant,  when  money  of  all  kinds  was 
never  known  to  be  fo  fcarce  ? So  that  gen- 
tlemen of  no  contemptible  eftates  are 
forced  to  retrench  in  every  article  (except 
what  relates  to  their  wives)  without  being 
able  to  fhew  any  bounty  to  the  poor. 
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A N 

A N S W E R 

, TO  SEVERAL 

Letters  Tent  me  from  unknown  Hands, 

Written  in  the  Year  m dcc  xxix. 

I AM  very  well  pleafcd  with  the  good 
opinion  you  exprefs  of  me,  and  wifh  it 
were  any  way  in  my  power  to  anfwer  your 
expectations,  for  the  fervice  of  my  coun- 
try. I have  carefully  read  your  feveral 
fchemes  and  propofals,  which  you  think 
fliould  be  offered  to  the  parliament.  In 
anfwer,  I will  allure  you,  that,  in  another 
place,  I have  known  very  good  propofals 
rejected  with  contempt  by  public  aflem- 
blies,  merely  becaufe  they  were  offered 
from  without  doors ; and  yours  perhaps 
might  have  the  fame  fate,  efpecially  if 
handed  into  the  public  by  me,  who  am  not 
acquainted  with  three  members,  nor  have 
the  leaft  interefl  with  one.  My  printers 
have  been  twice  profecuted,  to  my  great 
expence,  on  account  of  difcourfes  I writ 
for  the  public  fcrvice,  without  the  leaft 
reflection  on  parties  or  perfons ; and  the 
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fuccefs  I had  in  thofe  of  the  Drapier  was 
not  owing  to  my  abilities,  but  to  a lucky 
juncture,  when  the  fuel  was  ready  for  the 
firft  hand  that  would  be  at  the  pains  of 
kindling  it.  It  is  true  both  thofe  enve- 
nomed profecutions  were  the  workman- 
fliip  of  a judge,  who  is  now  gone  to  his 
own,  place  *.  But,  let  that  be  as  it  will,  I 
am  determined  henceforth  never  to  be  the 
inftrument  of  leaving  an  innocent  man  at 
the  mercy  of  that  bench. 

It  is  certain,  there  are  feveral  particulars 
relating  to  this  kingdom,  (I  have  mention- 
ed a few  of  them  in  one  of  my  Drapier’s 
letters),  which  it  were  heartily  to  be  wifh- 
ed  that  the  Parliament  would  take  under 
their  confideration,  fuch  as  will  nowife  in- 
terfere with  England,  otherwife  than  to  its 
advantage. 

The  firft  I (hall  mention  is  touched  at  in 
a letter  which  I received  from  one  of  you, 
Gentlemen,  about  the  highways  ; which, 
indeed,  are  almoft  every  where  fcanda- 
loully  negle&ed.  I know  a very  rich  man 
in  this  city,  a true  lover  and  faver  of  his 
money,  who,  being  pofiefled  of  fome  ad- 
jacent lands,  hath  been  at  great  charge  in 
repairing  effectually  the  roads  that  lead  to 

* Lord  Chief-Juftice  Whitflied. 
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them ; and  hath  allured  me,  that  his  lands 
are  thereby  advanced  four  or  five  {hillings 
an  acre,  by  which  he  gets  treble  intereft. 
But,  generally  fpeaking,  all  over  the  king- 
dom, the  roads  are  deplorable  ; and,  what 
is  more  particularly  barbarous,  there  is  no 
fort  of  provifion  made  for  travellers  on 
foot ; no,  not  near  this  city,  except  in  a 
very  few  places,  and  in  a moll  wretched 
manner : Whereas  the  Englilh  are  fo  par- 
ticularly careful  in  this  point,  that  you 
may  travel  there  an  hundred  miles  with 
lefs  inconvenience  than  one  mile  here. 
But,  fince  this  may  be  thought  too  great 
a reformation,  I lliall  only  fpeak  of  roads 
for  horfes,  carriages,  and  cattle. 

Ireland  is,  I think,  computed  to  be  one 
third  fmaller  than  England  ; yet,  by  fome 
natural  difadvantages,  it  would  not  bear 
quite  the  fame  proportion  in  value,  with 
the  fame  encouragement.  However,  it 
hath  fo  happened,  for  many  years  pall,  that 
it  never  arrived  to  above  one  eleventh  part 
in  point  of  riches ; and,  of  late,  by  the  con- 
tinual dccreafe  of  trade  and  increafe  of  ab- 
fentees,  with  other  circumllances  not  here 
to  be  mentioned,  hardly  to  a fifteenth  part ; 
at  lead,  if  my  calculations  be  right,  which  I 
doubt  are  a little  too  favourable  on  our  fide. 
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' Now,  fuppofmg  day-labour  to  be  cheaper 
by  one  half  here  than  in  England,  and  our 
roads,  by  the  nature  of  our  carriages  and 
the  defolation  of  our  country,  to  be  not 
worn  and  beaten  above  one  eighth  part  fo 
much  as  thofe  of  England,  which  is  a very 
moderate  computation ; I do  not  fee  why 
the  mending  of  them  would  be  a greater 
burthen  to  this  kingdom  than  to  that. 

There  have  been,  I believe,  twenty  arts 
of  parliament,  in  fix  or  feven  years  of  the 
late  King  *,  for  mending  long  trails  of  im- 
paflable  ways  in  feveral  counties  of  Eng- 
land, by  erecting  turnpikes,  and  receiving 
paflage-money  in  a manner  that  every 
body  knows.  If  what  I have  advanced  be 
true,  it  would  be  hard  to  give  a reafon 
againft  the  fame  practice  here,  Cnee  the 
neceflity  is  as  great,  the  advantage  in  pro- 
portion perhaps  much  greater,  the  mate- 
rials of  Cone  and  gravel  as  eafy  to  be 
found,  and  the  workmanlhip  at  leaft  twice 
as  cheap.  BeCdes,  the  work  may  be  done 
gradually,  with  allowances  for  the  poverty 
of  the  nation,  by  fo  many  perch  a year ; 
but  with  a fpecial  care  to  encourage  fkill 
and  diligence,  and  to  prevent  fraud  in  the 

* King  George  I. 
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undertakers,  td  which  we  are  too  liable, 
and  which  are  not  always  confined  to  thofe 
of  the  meaner  fort : But  againft  thefe,  no 
doubt,  the  wifdom  of  the  nation  may, 
and  will  provide. 

Another  evil,  which,  in  my  opinion,  de- 
ferves  the  public  care,  is  the  ill-manage- 
ment of  the  bogs,  the  neglect  whereof 
is  a much  greater  mifchief  to  this  king- 
dom than  moft  people  feem  to  be  aware  of. 

It  is  allowed  indeed,  by  thofe  who  are 
cftcemed  moft  fkilful  in  fuch  matters,  that 
the  red  fwelling  moffy  bog,  whereof  we 
have  fo  many  large  tradts  in  this  ifland,  is 
not  by  any  means  to  be  fully  reduced ; but 
the  fkirts,  which  are  covered  with  a green 
coat,  eafily  may,  being  not  an  accretion, 
or  annual  growth  of  mofs,  like  the  other. 

Now  the  landlords  are  generally  too 
- carelefs  that  they  fufFer  their  tenants  to 
cut  their  turf  in  thefe  fkirts,  as  well  as  the 
bog  adjoined,  whereby  there  is  yearly  loft 
a confiderable  quantity  of  land  throughout 
the  kingdom,  never  to  be  recovered. 

But  this  is  not  the  greateft  pait  of  the 
mifchief.  For  the  main  bog,  although 
perhaps  not  reducible  to  natural  foil,  yet, 
by'continuing  large,  deep,  ftraight  canals 
through  the  middle,  cleaned  at  proper 

times, 


Digitized  by  Google 


from  U n k n own  Hand?.  343, 
times,  as  low  as  die  channel  or  gravel, 
would  become  a fccure  fummer-pafture  ; 
the  margins  might,  with  great  profit  and 
ornament,  be  filled  with  quickins,  bircli, 
and  other  trees  proper  for  fuch  a foil, 
and  the  canals  be  convenient  for  water- 
carriage  of  the  turf,  which  is  now  drawn 
upon  fled-cars  with  great  expence,  difficul- 
ty, and  lofs  of  time,  by  reafon  of  the  many 
turf-pits  fcattered  irregularly  tlirough  the 
bog,  wherein  great  numbers  of  cattle  are 
yearly  drowned.  And  it  hath  been,  I 
confefs,  to  me  a matter  of  die  greatefl 
vexation  as  well  as  wonder,  to  think  how 
any  landlord  could  be  fo  abfurd  as  to  fuffer 
fuch  havock  to  be  made. 

All  the  aCts  for  encouraging  plantations 
of  foreft-trees  are,  I am  told,  extremely  de- 
fective ; which,  with  great  fubmiffion, 
muft  have  been  owing  to  a defeCt  of  fkilj 
in  the  contrivers  of  them.  In  this  climate, 
by  the  continual  blowing  of  the  Wefl-fouth- 
weft  wind,  hardly  any  tree  of  value  will 
come  to  perfection  that  is  not  planted  in 
groves,  except  very  rarely,  and  where 
there  is  much  land-fhelter.  I have  not, 
indeed,  read  all  the  aCts ; but,  from  en- 
quiry, I cannot  learn  that  the  planting 
in  groves  is  enjoined.  And,  as  to  the  effects 
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of  thefe  laws,  I have  not  feen  the  leaft,  in 
many  hundred  miles  riding,  except  about 
a very  few  gentlemens  houfes,  and  even 
thofe  with  very  little  fkill  or  fuccefs.  In 
all  the  reft,  the  hedges  generally  mifcarry, 
as  well  as  the  larger  flender  twigs  plant- 
ed upon  the  tops  of  ditches,  merely  for 
want  of  common  fkill  and  care. 

I do  not  believe  that  a greater  and  quick- 
er profit  could  be  made,  than  by  planting 
large  groves  of  afh,  a few  feet  afun- 
der,  which  in  feven  years  would  make 
the  belt  kind  of  hop-poles,  and  grow  in  the 
fame,  or  lefs  time,  to  a fecond  crop  from 
their  roots. 

It  would  likewife  be  of  great  ufe  and 
beauty  in  our  defert  fccnes,  to  oblige  all 
tenants  and  cottagers  to  plant  afh  or  elm 
before  their  cabbins,  and  round  their  pota- 
toe-gardens,  where  cattle  either  do  not,  or 
ought  not  to  come  to  deftroy  them. 

The  common  objections  againft  all  this, 
drawn  from  the  lazinefs,  the  perverfenefs, 
or  thievifh  difpofition  of  the  poor  native 
Irifh,  might  be  eafily  anfwercd,  by  fhewing 
the  true  reafons  for  fuch  accufations,  and 
how  eafily  thofe  people  may  be  brought 
to  a lefs  favage  manner  of  life : But  my 
printers  have  already  fuffered  too  much  for 
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my  fpeculations.  However,  fuppofing  the 
fize  of  a native’s  underftanding  juft  equal 
to  that  of  a dog  or  horfe,  I have  often  feen 
thofe  two  animals  to  be  civilized  by  re- 
wards, at  leaft  as  much  as  by  punilh- 
ments. 

It  would  be  a noble  atchievement  to  abo- 
lifh  the  Irilh  language  in  this  kingdom, 
fo  far  at  leaft  as  to  oblige  all  the  natives  to 
fpeak  only  Englifh  on  every  occafion  of  bu- 
finefs,  in  fliops,  markets,  fairs,  and  other 
places  of  dealing:  Yet  I am  wholly  de- 
ceived if  this  might  not  be  effectually  done 
in  lefs  than  half  an  age,  and  at  a very 
trifling  expence ; for  fuch  I look  upon  a 
tax  to  be,  of  only  fix  thoufand  pounds  a 
year,  to  accomplifh  fo  great  a work.  This 
would,  in  a great  meafure,  civilize  the  mod 
barbarous  among  them,  reconcile  them  to 
our  cuftoms  and  manner  of  living,  and  re- 
duce great  numbers  to  die  national  reli- 
gion, whatever  kind  may  then  happen  to 
be  eftablifhed.  The  method  is  plain  and 
Ample  ; and,  although  I am  too  defpond- 
ing  to  produce  it,  yet  I could  heartily  with 
fome  public  thoughts  were  employed  to 
reduce  this  uncultivated  people  from  that 
idle,  favage,  beaftly,  thievifti  manner  of 
life,  in  which  they  continue  funk  to  a 
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degree,  that  it  is  almoft  impoffible  for  a 
country  gentleman  to  find  a fervant  of 
human  capacity,  or  the  lead:  tin<5hire  of 
natural  honefty ; or  who  -docs  not  live 
among  his  own  tenants  in  continual  fear 
of  having  his  plantations  deftroyed,  his 
cattle  Itolen,’  and  his  goods  pilfered. 

The  love,  afifedlion,  or  vanity  of  living 
in  England,  continuing  to  carry  thither  fo 
many  wealthy  families,  the  confequences 
thereof,  together  with  the  utter  lofs  of 
all  trade,  except  what  is  detrimental,  which 
hath  forced  fuch  great  numbers  of  weavers 
and  others  to  leek  their  bread  in  foreign 
countries,  the  unhappy  practice  of  Hock- 
ing fuch  vaft  quantities  of  land  with  Iheep 
and  other  cattle,  which  reduceth  twenty 
families  to  one : Thefe  events,  I fay,  have 
exceedingly  depopulated  this  kingdom  for 
feveral  years  pall.  I Ihould  heartily  wilh, 
therefore,  under  this  miferable  dearth  of 
money,  that  thofe  who  are  molt  concern- 
ed would  think  it  advifeable  to  fave  a hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  a year,  which  is  now 
fent  out  of  this  kingdom  to  feed  us  with 
corn.  There  is  not  an  older  or  more  un- 
controvcrted  maxim  in  the  politics  of  all 
wife  nations,  than  that  of  encouraging 
agriculture.  And,  therefore,  to  what  kind 
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of  wifdom  a practice  fo  directly  contrary 
among  us  may  be  reduced,  I am  by  no 
means  a j udge.  If  labour  and  people  make 
the  true  riches  of  a nation,  what  mull  be 
the  ifliie  where  one  part  of  the  people  are 
forced  away,  and  the  other  part  have  no- 
thing to  do  ? . 

If  it  Ihould  be  thought  proper  by  wifer 
heads,  that  his  Majefty  might  be  applied 
to  in  a national  way,  for  giving  the  king- 
dom leave  to  coin  halfpence  for  its  own 
ufe ; I believe  no  good  fubjecft  will  be  un- 
der the  leaft  apprehenfion  that  fuch  a re- 
queft  could  meet  with  refufal,  or  the  leaft 
delay.  Perhaps  we  are  the  only  kingdom 
upon  earth,  or  that  ever  was  or  will  be  up- 
on earth,  which  did  not  enjoy  that  com- 
mon right  of  civil  fociety,  under  the  proper 
infpedtion  of  its  prince,  or  legiflature,  to 
coin  money  of  all  ufual  metals  for  its  own 
occafions.  Every  petty  prince  in  Germany, 
vaflal  to  the  Emperor,  enjoys  this  privilege. 
And  I have  feen  in  this  kingdom  fevcral 
filver  pieces,  with  the  infcription  of  Civitas 
Waterford,  Droghcdagh,  and  other  towns. 
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What  was  faid  by  the  Dean  of  St.  Pa- 
trick’s to  the  LordMayor  and  fome 
of  the  Aldermen,  when  his  Lordlhip 
came  to  prefent  the  faid  Dean  with 
his  Freedom  in  a Gold-box. 

WH  e n his  Lordfliip  had  faid  a few 
words,  and  prefented  the  inftru- 
ment,  the  Dean  gently  put  it  back,  and  de- 
fired  firft  to  be  heard.  He  faid,  He  was 
. much  obliged  to  his  Lordlhip  and  the  city 
for  the  honour  they  were  going  to  do  him, 
and  which,  as  he  was  informed,  they  had 
long  intended  him  ; That  it  was  true  this 
honour  was  mingled  with  a little  mortifi- 
cation, by  the  delay  which  attended  it ; but 
which,  however,  he  did  not  impute  to  his 
Lordlhip  or  the  city : And  that  the  mortifi- 
cation was  tl^e  lefs,  .becaufe  he  would 
willingly  hope  the  delay  was  founded  on 
a miftake ; for  which  opinion  he  would 
tell  his  reafon.  He  faid,  It  was  well  known, 
that,  fome  time  ago,  a perfon  with  a title 
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■was  pleafed,  in  two  great  affcmblies,  to 
rattle  bitterly  fome  body  widtout  a name, 
under  the  injurious  appellations  of  a Tory, 
a Jacobite,  an  enemy  to  King  George,  and 
a libeller  of  the  government  5 which  cha- 
ra<5ter,  the  Dean  faid  that  many  people 
thought,  was  applied  to  him : But  he  was 
unwilling  to  be  of  that  opinion,  becaufe 
the  perfon  who  had  delivered  thofe  abulive 
words  had,  for  feveral  years,  cardTed  and 
courted,  and  folicited  his  friendfhip  more 
than  any  man  in  either  kingdom  had  ever 
done ; by  inviting  him  to  his  houfe  in 
town  and  country,  by  coming  to  the 
Deanry  often,  and  calling  or  fending  al- 
moft  every  day  when  the  Dean  was  lick, 
with  many  other  particulars  of  the  fame 
nature,  which  continued  even  to  a day  or 
two  of  the  time  when  the  faid  perfon  made 
thofe  inve&ives  in  the  Council  and  Houfe 
of  Lords.  Therefore,  that  the  Dean  would 
by  no  means  think  thofe  fcurrilous  words 
could  be  intended  again!!  him  ; becaufe 
fitch  a proceeding  would  overthrow  all  the 
principles  of  honour,  juftice,  religion,  truth, 
and  even  common  humanity.  Therefore 
the  Dean  will  endeavour  to  believe,  that 
the  faid  perfon  had  fome  other  object  in 
his  thoughts,  and  it  was  only  the  uncha* 
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ritable  cuftom  of  the  world  that  applied 
this  character  to  him.  However,  that  he 
would  inlift  on  this  argument  no  longer ; 
But  one  thing  he  would  affirm  and  declare, 
without  affigning  any  name  or  making 
any  exception,  That,  whoever  either  did  or 
does,  or  fhall  hereafter  at  any  time,  charge 
him  with  the  character  of  a Jacobite,  an 
enemy  to  King  George,  or  a libeller  of  the 
government,  the  faid  accufation  was,  is, 
and  will  be  falfe,  malicious,  flanderous, 
and  altogether  groundlefs.  And,  he  would 
take  the  freedom  to  tell  his  Lordfliip  and 
the  reft  that  flood  by,  that  he  had  done 
more  fervice  to  the  Hanover-title,  and  more 
differvice  to  the  Pretender’s  caufe,  than 
forty  thoufand  of  thofe  noify,  railing,  ma- 
licious, empty  zealots,  to  whom  nature 
hath  denied  any  talent  that  could  be  of  ufe 
to  God  or  their  country,  and  left  them 
only  the  gift  of  reviling,  and  fpitting  their 
venom,  againft  all  who  differ  from  them 
in  their  definitive  principles  both  in 
church  and  ftate.  That  he  confefled  it 
was  fometimes  his  misfortune  to  dillike 
fome  things  in  public  proceedings  in  both 
kingdoms,  wherein  he  had  often  the  ho- 
nour to  agree  with  wife  and  good  men ; 
but  this  did  by  no  means  affet  either  his 
i loyalty 
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loyalty  to  his  prince,  or  love  to  his  country. 
But,  on  the  contrary,  he  protefted  that 
fuch  diflikes  never  arofe  in  him  from  any 
other  principles,  than  the  duty  he  owed 
to  the  King,  and  his  affedtion  to  the  king- 
dom. That  he  had  been  acquainted  with 
courts  and  minifters  long  enough,  and 
knew  too  well  that  die  bell  minifters  might 
miftake  in  points  of  great  importance ; and 
that  he  had  the  honour  to  know  many 
more  able,  and  at  leaft  full  as  honeft  as 
any  can  be  at  prefent.  The  Dean  further 
faid,  That,  lince  he  had  been  fo  falfely  re- 
prcfented,  he  thought  it  became  him  to 
give  fome  account  of  himfelf  for  above 
twenty  years,  if  it  were  only  to  juftify  his 
Lordfhip  and  the  city  for  the  honour  they 
were  going  to  do  him.  He  related  briefly 
how,  merely  by  his  own  perfonal  credit, 
without  other  alliftance,  and  in  two  jour- 
neys at  his  own  expence,  he  had  procured 
a grant  of  the  firft  fruits  to  the  clergy,  in 
the  late  Queen’s  time ; for  which  he 
thought  he  deferved  fome  gentle  treat- 
ment from  his  brethren.  That,  during  all 
the  adminiftration  of  the  faid  miniftry,  he 
had  been  a conftant  advocate  for  thofc  who 
are  called  the  Whigs  ; had  kept  many  of 
them  in  their  employments,  both  in  Eng- 
land 
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land  and  here,  and  fome  who  were  after- 
wards the  firft  to  lift  up  their  heels  againfl 
him.  He  reflected  a little  upon  the  fevere 
treatment  he  had  met  with  upon  his  return, 
to  Ireland  after  herMajefty's  death,  and  for 
fome  years  after.  That,  being  forced  fo 
live  retired,  he  could  think  of  no  better 
way  to  do  public  fervice,  than  by  employ- 
ing all  die  litde  money  he  could  fave,  and 
lending  it,  without  intereft,  in  fmall  fums 
to  poor  induftrious  tradefmen,  without  exa- 
mining their  party  or  their  faith.  And  God 
had  fo  far  pleafed  to  blefs  his  endeavours, 
that  his  managers  tell  him  he  hath  reco- 
vered above  two  hundred  families  in  this 
city  from  ruin,  and  placed  moft  of  them  in 
a comfortable  way  of  life.  The  Dean  re- 
lated how  much  he  had  fuffered  in  his 
purfe,  and  with  what  hazard  to  his  liberty, 
by  a moft  iniquitous  judge ; * who,  to  gra- 
tify his  ambition  and  rage  of  party,  had 
condemned  an  innocent  book,  written  with 
no  worfe  a defign,  than  to  perfuade  the 
people  of  this  kingdom  to  wear  their  own 
manufactures.  How  the  faid  judge  had 
endeavoured  to  get  a jury  to  his  mind,  but 
they  proved  fo  honeft,  that  he  was  forced 
to  keep  them  eleven  hours,  and  fend  them 

• Sec  the  Note  Vol.  X.  page  i. 
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back  nine  times,  until,  at  laft,  they  were 
fcompelled  to  leave  the  printer  * to  the  mer- 
cy of  the  court.  And  the  Dean  was  forced  to 
procure  a noli  profegui  from  a Noble  Perfon, 
then  fecrfctary  of  ftatej  who  had  been  his 
old  friend.  The  Dean  then  freely  confefled 
liimfelf  to  be  author  of  thofe  books  called 
the  Drapier's  Letters , fpoke  gently  of  the 
proclamation  offering  300  /.  to  difcover  the 
writer.  He  faid,  That  although  a certain 
perfon  was  pleafcd  to  mention  thofe  books 
in  a flight  manner  at  a public  aflembly, 
yet  he  (the  Dean)  had  learned  to  believe, 
that  there  were  ten  thoufand  to  one  in  the 
kingdom  \vho  differed  from  that  perfon  ; 
and  the  people  of  England,  who  had  ever 
heard  of  the  matter,  as  well  as  in  France, 
\vere  all  of  the  fame  opinion.  Tl^  Deaii 
mentioned  feveral  other  particulars,  fome 
of  which,  thofe  from  whom  I had  the  ac- 
count could  not  recollect,  and  others,  al- 
though of  great  confecjuence,  perhaps  his 
enemies  would  not  allow  him.  The  Dean 
concluded  with  acknowledging  to  have 
etfprelTed  his  wifhes,  that  an  infeription 
might  have  been  graven  on  the  box,  {hew- 
ing fome  reafon  why  the  city  thought  fit 

/ 

* Harding, 
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to  do  him  that  honour,  which  was  much 
out  of  the  common  forms  to  a perfon  in 
a private  ftation ; thofe  diflin&ions  being 
ufually  made  only  to  chief  governors,  or 
perfons  in  very  high  employments. 
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I A m in  all  opinions  to  believe  according 
to  my  own  impartial  reafon ; which  I 
am  bound  to  inform  and  improve,  as  far 
as  my  capacity  and  opportunities  will 
permit. 

It  may  be  prudent  in  me  to  adl:  fome- 
times  by  other  mens  reafon,  but  I can 
think  only  by  my  own. 

If  another  man’s  reafon  fully  convinceth 
me,  it  becomes  my  own  reafon. 

To  fay  a man  is  bound  to  believe,  13 
neither  truth  nor  fenfe. 

You  may  force  men,  by  interefl  or  pu- 
nifhment,  to  fay  or  fwear  they  believe, 
and  to  adl  as  if  they  believed : You  can  go 
no  further. 

Every  man,  as  a member  of  the  com- . 
monwealth,  ought  to  be  content  with  the 
poffeffion  of  his  own  opinion  in  private, 
without  perplexing  his  neighbour  or  dis- 
turbing the  public. 

Aa  % Violent 


Digitized  by  Google 


3 THOUGHTS  on  RELIGION. 

Violent  zeal  for  truth  hath  an  hundred 
to  one  odds  to  be  either  pctulancy,  ambi- 
tion, or  pride. 

There  is  a degree  of  corruption  wherein 
fome  nations,  as  bad  as  the  world  is,  will 
proceed  to  an  amendment ; till  which  time 
particular  men  Ihould  be  quiet. 

To  remove  opinions  fundamental  in  re- 
ligion is  impoflible,  and  the  attempt  wick- 
ed, whether  thofe  opinions  be  true  or  falfe; 
unlefs  your  avowed  defign  be  to  abolilh 
that  religion  altogether.  So,  for  inftance, 
in  the  famous  doctrine  of  Chrift’s  divinity, 
which  hath  been  univerfally  received  by 
all  bodies  of  Chriftians,  fince  the  condem- 
nation of  Arianifm  under  Conftantine  and 
his  fuccelfors : Wherefore  the  proceedings 
of  the  Socirtians  are  both  vain  and  unwar- 
rantable ; becaufe  they  will  be  never  able 
to  advance  their  own  opinion,  or  meet  any 
other  fuccefs  than  breeding  doubts  and 
difturbances  in  the  world,  ^ni  ratione  fud 
dijlurbant  mmnia  mundi. 

The  want  of  belief  is  a defeat  that  ought 
to  be  concealed  when  it  cannot  be  over- 
come. 

The  Chriftian  religion,  in  the  moft  early 
times,  was  propofed  to  the  Jews  and  Hea- 
thens without  the  article  of  Chrilt’s  divi- 
nity ; 
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nity ; which,  I remember,  Erafmus  ac- 
counts for,  by  its  being  too  ftrong  a meat 
for  babes.  Perhaps,  if  it  were  now  foften- 
ed  by  the  Chinefe  miffionaries,  the  con- 
verfion  of  thofe  infidels  would  he  lefs  diffi- 
cult ; And  ve  find  by  the  Alcoran,  it  is  the 
great  ftumbling-block  of  the  Mahometans. 
But,  in  a country  already  Chriftian,  to 
bring  fo  fundamental  a point  of  faith  into 
debate,  can  liave  no  confequences  that  are 
not  pernicious  to  morals  and  public  peace. 

I have  been  often  offended  to  find  St. 
Paul’s  allegories,  and  other  figures  of  Gre- 
cian eloquence,  converted  by  divines  into 
articles  of  faith. 

God’s  mercy  is  over  all  his  works,  but 
divines  of  all  forts  lefien  that  mercy  too 
much. 

I look  upon  myfelf,  in  the  capacity  of  a 
clergyman,  to  be  one  appointed  by  provi- 
dence for  defending  a poll  affigned  me, 
and  for  gaining  over  as  many  enemies  as 
I can.  Although  I think  my  caufe  is  juft, 
yet  one  great  motion  is  my  fubmitting  to 
the  pleafure  of  Providence,  and  to  the  laws 
of  my  country. 

I am  not  anfwerable  to  God  for  the 
doubts  that  arife  in  my  own  breaft,  fince 
they  are  the  confequence  of  that  reafon 
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which  he  hath  planted  in  me,  if  I take 
care  to  conceal  thpfe  doubts  from  others, 
if  I ufe  my  bed  endeavours  to  fubdue 
them,  and  if  they  have  no  influence  on 
the  con  duel  of  my  fife. 

I believe  that  thoufands  of  jnen  would 
be  orthodox  enough  in  certain  points,  if 
divines  had  not  been  too  curious,  or  too 
r.  - row,  in  reducing  orthodoxy  within  the 
cvmpafs  of  fubtleties,  niceties,  and  diflinc- 
tiors,  with  little  warrant  from  Scripture, 
and  lefs  from  reafon  or  good  policy. 

I never  faw,  heard,  nor  read,  that  the 
clergy  were  beloved  in  any  nation  where 
Chriftianity  was  the  religion  of  the  coun-  ■ 
try.  Nothing  can  render  them  popular 
but  fome  degree  of  perfecution. 

Thofe  fine  gentlemen  who  affe<5l  the  hu- 
mour of  railing  at  the  clergy,  are,  I think, 
bound  in  honour  to  turn  parfons  them- 
felves,  and  lhew  us  better  examples. 

Mifcrable  mortals ! can  we  contribute  to 
the  honour  and  glory  of  God  ? I could  with 
that  expreflion  were  ftruck  out  of  our 
prayer-books. 

Liberty  of  confcience,  properly  fpeaking, 
is  no  more  than  die  liberty  of  poiTefllng 
our  own  thoughts  and  opinions,  which 
every  man  enjoys  Without  fear  of  the  ma- 
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giftrate : But  how  far  he  lhall  publicly  aft 
in  purfuance  of  thofe  opinions,  is  to  be  re- 
gulated by  the  laws  of  the  country.  Per- 
haps, in  my  own  thoughts,  I prefer  a 
well-inftituted  commonwealth  before  a 
monarchy  ; and  I know  feveral.  others  of 
the  fame  opinion.  Now,  if,  upon  this  pre- 
tence, I fhould  infill:  upon  liberty  of  con- 
fidence, form  conventicles  of  republicans, 
and  print  books  preferring  that  govern- 
ment and  condemning  what  is  eftablilhed, 
the  magiftrate  would,  with  great  jullice, 
hang  me  and  my  difciples.  It  is  the  fame 
cafe  in  religion,  although  not  fo  avowed, 
where  liberty  of  confcience,  under  the  prc- 
fent  acceptation,  equally  produces  revolu- 
tions, or  at  lead:  convulfions  and  diltur- 
bances  in  a ftate  ; which  politicians  would 
fee  well  enough,  if  their  eyes  were  not 
blinded  by  faftion,  and  of  which  thefe 
kingdoms,  as  well  as  France,  Sweden,  and 
other  countries,  are  flaming  inftances. 
Cromwell’s  notion  upon  this  article  was 
natural  and  right ; when,  upon  the  furren- 
der  of  a town  in  Ireland,  the  Popifh  go- 
vernor infilled  upon  an  article  for  liberty 
of  confcience,  Cromwell  faid,  he  meddled 
with  no  man’s  confcience ; but,  if  by  li- 
berty of  confcience,  the  governor  meant 
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the  liberty  of  the  Mafs,  he  had  exprefs  or- 
ders from  the  parliament  of  England 
againft  admitting  any  fuch  liberty  at  all. 

It  is  impoflible  that  any  thing  fo  natural, 
fo  neceflary,  and  fo  univerfal  as  death, 
fhould  ever  have  been  defigned  by  provi- 
dence as  an  evil  to  mankind. 

Although  reafon  were  intended  by  pro- 
vidence to  gpvem  our  paflions,  yet  it  feems 
that,  in  two  points  of  thp  greateft  moment 
to  the  being  and  continuance  of  the  world, 
God  hath  intended  our  paflions  to  prevail 
over  reafon.  The  firlt  is,  the  propagation 
of  our  fpecies,  fince  no  \yife  man  ever 
married  from  the  dilates  of  reafon.  The 
other  is,  the  love  of  life,  which,  from  the 
didates  of  reafon,  every  man  would  de- 
fpife,  and  wifli  it  at  an  end,  or  that  it  pe-^ 
ver  had  a beginning. 
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THE  Scripture-fyftem  of  man’s  crea- 
tion is  what  Chriftians  are  bound  to 
believe,  and  feems  moil  agreeable  of  all 
others  to  probability  and  reafon.  Adam 
was  formed  from  a piece  of  clay,  and  Eve 
from  one  of  his  ribs.  The  text  mentioneth 
nothing  of  his  Maker’s  intending  him  for, 
except  to  rule  over  the  beafts  of  the  field 
and  birds  of  the  air.  As  to  Eve,  it  doth 
not  appear  that  her  hufband  was  her  mo- 
narch, only  Ihe  was  to  be  his  help  meet, 
and  placed  in  fome  degree  of  fubjeEtion. 
However,  before  his  fall,  the  beafts  were 
his  moll  obedient  fubjedts,  whom  he  go- 
verned by  abfolute  power.  After  his  eating 
{he  forbidden  fruit,  the  courfe  of  nature 
was  changed,  the  animals  began  to  reject 
his  government ; fome  were  able  to  efcape 
by  flight,  and  others  were  too  fierce  to  be 
attacked.  The  Scripture  mentioneth  no 
particular  adts  of  royalty  in  Adam  over 
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his  pofterity,  who  were  cotemporary  with 
him,  or  of  any  monarch  until  after  the 
flood;  whereof  the  firfl;  was  Nimrod,  the 
mighty  hunter,  who,  as  Milton  exprefleth 
it,  made  men,  and  not  beads,  his  prey. 
For  men  were  eafier  caught  by  promises, 
and  fubdued  by  the  folly  or  treachery  of 
their  own  fpecies.  Whereas  the  brutes 
prevailed  only  by  their  courage  or  ftrcngth, 
which,  among  them,  are  peculiar  to  certain 
kinds.  Lions,  bears,  elephants,  and  feme 
other  animals  are  ftrong  or  valiant,  and 
their  fpecies  never  degenerates  in  their 
native  foil,  except  they  happen  to  be  en- 
flaved  or  deftroyed  by  human  fraud : But 
men  degenerate  every  day,  merely  by  the 
folly,  the  perverfenefs,  the  avarice,  the  ty- 
ranny, the  pride,  the  treachery,  or  inhu- 
manity of  their  own  kind. 
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P R A Y E R 

FOR 

STELLA. 

ALmighty  and  moll  gracious  Lord  God, 
extend,  we  befeech  thee,  thy  pity 
and  compaflion  towards  this  thy  languifii- 
ing  fervant : Teach  her  to  place  her  hope 
and  confidence  entirely  in  thee ; give  her 
a true  fenfe  of  the  emptynefs  and  vanity 
of  all  earthly  things ; make  her  truly  fen- 
fible  of  all  the  infirmities  of  her  life  pall, 
and  grant  to  her  fuch  a true  fincere  repen- 
tance as  is  not  to  be  repented  of.  Preferve 
her,  O Lord,  in  a found  mind  and  under- 
ftanding,  during  this  thy  vilitation ; keep 
her  from  both  the  fad  extremes  of  pre- 
fumption  and  defpair.  If  thou  fhalt  pleafe 
to  reftore  her  to  her  former  health,  give 
her  grace  to  be  ever  mindful  of  that  mer- 
cy, and  to  keep  thofe  good  refolutions 
fhe  now  makes  in  her  ficknefs,  fo  that 
no  length  of  time,  nor  profperity,  may 
entice  her  to  forget  them.  Let  no  thought 
of  her  misfortunes  diilradl  her  mind,  and 
prevent  the  means  towards  her  recovery, 

or 
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or  difturb  her  in  her  preparations  for  a 
better  life.  We  befeech  thee  alfo,  O Lord, 
of  thy  infinite  gooclnefs  to  remember  the 
good  adtions  of  this  thy  fervant ; that  the 
naked  Ihe  hath  clothed,  the  hungry  ihe 
hath  fed,  the  fick  and  the  fatherlefs  whojn 
fhe  hath  relieved,  may  be  reckoned  accord- 
ing to  thy  gracious  promife,  as  if  they  had 
been  done  unto  thee.  Hearken,  O Lord,  to 
the  prayers  offered  up  by  the  friends  of 
this  thy  fervant  in  her  behalf,  and  efpe- 
cially  thofe  now  made  by  us  unto  thee. 
Give  thy  blefiing  to  thofe  endeavours  ufed 
for  her  recovery;  but  take  from  her  all 
violent  defire,  either  of  life  or  death,  fur- 
ther than  with  refignation  to  thy  holy  will. 
And  now,  O Lord,  we  implore  thy  gracious 
favour  towards  us  here  met  together ; 
grant  that  the  fenfe  of  this  thy  fervant’s 
weaknefs  may  add  ftrength  to  our  faith, 
that  we,  confidering  die  infirmities  of  our 
nature,  and  the  uncertainty  of  life,  may, 
by  this  example,  be  drawn  to  repentance 
before  it  fhali  pleafe  thee  to  vifit  us  in 
the  like  manner.  Accept  thefe  prayers, 
we  befeech  Thee,  for  the  fake  of  thy  dear 
Son  Jefus  Chrift,  our  Lord;  who,  with  Thee 
and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  liveth  and  reigneth 
ever  one  God  world  without  end.  Amen. 


Digitized  by  Google 


[ 3^  1 
A 


SERMON. 


i Cor.  iii.  19. 

The  •wifdom  of  this  world  is  foolifhnefs  with  God. 

IT  is  remarkable  that,  about  the  time  of 
our  Saviour’s  coming  into  the  world, 
all  kinds  of  learning  flourifhed  to  a very 
great  degree,  infomuch  that  nothing  is 
more  frequent  in  the  mouths  of  many 
men,  even  fuch  who  pretend  to  read  and 
to  know,  than  an  extravagant  praife  and 
opinion  of  the  wifdom  and  virtue  of  the 
Gentile  fages  of  tliofe  days,  and  likewife 
of  thofe  antient  philofophers  who  went 
before  them,  whofe  doctrines  are  left  upon 
record  either  by  themfelves  or  other  wri- 
ters. As  far  as  this  may  be  taken  for 
granted,  it  may  be  faid,  that  the  provi- 
dence of  God  brought  this  about  for  feve- 
ral  very  wife  ends  and  purpofes.  For,  it  is 
Certain  that  thefe  philofophers  had  been 
a long  time  before  fearching  out  where 
to  fix  the  true  happinefs  of  man ; and, 
not  being  able  to  agree  upon  any  certainty 
about  it,  they  could  not  poflibiy  but  con- 
clude, if  they  judged  impartially,  that 
7 all 
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all  their  enquiries  were,  in  the  end,  but 
vain  and  fruitlefs  ; the  confequence  of 
which  mull  be  not  only  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  weaknefs  of  all  human  wif* 
dom,  but  likewife  an  open  paflage  hereby 
made,  for  the  letting  in  thofe  beams  of 
light,  which  the  glorious  funlhine  of  the 
gofpel  then  brought  into  the  world,  by 
revealing  thofe  hidden  truths,  which  they 
had  fo  long  before  been  labouring  to  dif- 
cover,  and  fixing  the  general  happinefs  of 
mankind  beyond  all  controverfy  and  dif- 
pute.  And  therefore  the  providence  of 
God  wifely  fufFered  men  of  deep  genius 
and  learning  then  to  arife,  who  Ihould 
fearch  into  the  truth  of  the  gofpel  now 
made  known,  and  canvafs  its  doctrines 
with  all  the  fubtilty  and  knowledge  they 
were  mailers  of,  and  in  the  end  freely  ac- 
knowledge that  to  be  the  true  wifdom 
only  which  cometh  from  above.  James  iii, 
IS,  i6>  17* 

However,  to  make  a further  enquiry 
into  the  truth  of  this  obfervation,  I doubt 
not  but  there  is  reafon  to  think  that  a great 
many  of  thofe  encomiums  given  to  antient 
philofophers  are  taken  upon  trull,  and  by 
a fort  of  men  who  are  not  very  likely  to 
be  at  the  pains  of  an  enquiry  that  would 
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employ  fo  much  time  and  thinking.  For 
the  ufual  ends  why  men  affect  this  kind 
of  difcourfe,  appear  generally  to  be  either 
out  of  oftentation,  that  they  may  pafs  up- 
on the  world  for  perfqns  of  great  know- 
ledge and  obfervation ; or,  what  is  worfe, 
there  are  fome  who  highly  exalt  the  wif- 
dom  of  thofe  Gentile  fages,  thereby  ob- 
liquely to  glance  at  and  traduce  Divine  Re- 
velation, and  more  efpecially  that  of  the 
gofpel;  for  the  confequence  they  would 
have  us  draw,  is  this : That,  fince  thofe 
antient  philofophers  rofe  to  a greater  pitch 
of  wifdom  and  virtue  than  was  ever  known 
among  Chriftians,  and  all  this  purely  upon 
the  ftrength  of  their  own  reafon  and  liber- 
ty of  thinking,  therefore  it  mull  follow, 
that  either  all  Revelation  is  falfe,  or,  what 
is  worfe,  that  it  has  depraved  the  nature 
of  man,  and  left  him  worfe  than  it  found 
him. 

But  this  high  opinion  of  Heathen  wif- 
dom is  not  very  antient  in  the  world,  nor 
at  all  countenanced  from  primitive  times : 
Our  Saviour  had  but  a low  efteem  of  it,  as 
appears  by  his  treatment  of  the  Pharifees 
and  Sadducees,  who  followed  the  doctrines 
of  Plato  and  Epicurus.  St.  Paul  like- 
wife,  who  was  well  verfed  in  all  the  Gre- 
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cian  literature,  feems  very  much  to  defpife 
their  philofophy,  as  we  find  in  his  writings, 
cautioning  the  Coloflians  to  beware  left 
any  man  fpoil  them  through  philofophy 
and  vain  deceit.  And,  in  another  place,  he 
advifes  Timothy  to  avoid  prophane  and 
vain  babblings,  and  oppolitions  of  fcience, 
falfely  fo  called  ; that  is,  not  to  introduce 
into  the  Chriftian  doctrine  the  j anglings  of 
thofe  vain  philofophers,  which  they  would 
pafs  upon  the  world  for  fcience.  And  the 
reafons  he  gives  are,  firft,  That  thofe  who 
profefled  them  did  err  concerning  the  faith: 
Secondly,  Becaufe  the  knowledge  of  them 
did  encreafe  ungodlinefs,  vain  babblings 
being  otherways  expounded  vanities,  or 
empty  founds  ; that  is,  tedious  difputes 
about  words,  which  the  philofophers  were 
always  fo  full  of,  and  which  were  the  na- 
tural product  of  difputes  and  diflentions 
between  feveral  fe<Sts. 

Neither  had  the  primitive  fathers  any 
great  or  good  opinion  of  the  Heathen  phi- 
lofophy, as  it  is  manifell  from  feveral  paf- 
fages  in  their  writings : So  that  this  vein  of 
affe&ing  to  raife  the  reputation  of  tliofc 
fages  fo  high,  is  a mode  and  a vice  but  of 
yefterday,  afifumed  chiefly,  as  I have  faid, 
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to  difparage  revealed  knowledge,  and  the 
tonfequences  of  it  among  us. 

Now,  becaufe  this  is  a prejudice  which 
may  prevail  with  fome  perfons,  fo  far  as 
to  ldTeri  the  influence  of  the  gofpel,  and 
whereas  therefore  tliis  is  an  opinion  which 
men  of  education  are  like  to  be  encoun- 
tered with,  when  they  have  produced 
themfelves  into  the  world  ; I fliall  endea- 
vour to  Ihew  that  their  preference  of  Hea- 
then wifdom  and  virtue,  before  that  of  the 
Chriftian,  is  every  way  unjirft,  and  ground- 
ed upon  ignorance  or  miilake : In  order  to 
which  I lhall  confider  four  things. 

Finft^  I fliall  produce  certain  points, 
wherein  the  wifdom  and  virtue  of  all 
tmrevealed  philofophy  in  general,  fell 
fliort,  and  was  very  imperfect 

Secondly,  I fliall  fliew,  in  feveral  inflan- 
ces,  where  fome  of  the  molt  renowned  phir 
lofophers  have  been  grofsly  defective  in 
their  leflbns  of  morality. 

Thirdly,  I fliall  prove  the  perfe&ion  of 
Chriftian  wifdom,  from  the  proper  charac- 
ters and  marks  of  it. 

Laftly,  1 fliall  Ihcw  that  the  great  ex- 
amples of  wifdom  and  virtue  among  the 
Heathen  wife  men,  were  produced  by  per- 
fonal  merit,  and  not  influenced  by  the 
Vol.XV.  'Bb  doftrinc 
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doctrine  of  any  feft  ; whereas,  in  Chrifti- 
anity,  it  is  quite  the  contrary. 

Firft,  I fhall  produce  certain  points, 
wherein  die  wifdom  and  virtue  of  all  un- 
revealcd  philofophy  in  general  fell  fhort, 
and  was  very  imperfect. 

My  delign  is  to  perfuade  men,  that  Chrif- 
tian  philofophy  is  in  all  things  preferable 
toHeathen  wifdom  ; from  which,  or  its  pro- 
feflors,  I fhall  however  have  nooccafion  to 
detract.  They  were  as  wife  and  as  good  as 
it  was  poffible  for  them  under  fuch  difad- 
vantages,  and  would  have  probably  been 
infinitely  more  with  fuch  aids  as  we  en- 
joy : But  our  lellons  are  certainly  much 
better,  however  our  practices  may  fall 
fhort. 

The  firft  point  I fhall  mention  was  that 
univerfal  defeft  which  was  in  all  their 
fchemes,  that  they  could  not  agree  about 
their  chief  good,  or  wherein  to  place  the 
happinefs  of  mankind,  nor  had  any  of 
them  a tolerable  anfwer  upon  this  difficul- 
ty, to  fatisfy  a reafonable  perfon.  For,  to 
fay,  as  the  moft  plaufiblc  of  them  did,  that 
happinefs  confifted  in  virtue,  was  but  vain 
babbling,  and  a mere  found  of  words,  to 
amufe  others  and  themfelves ; becaufe  they 
were  not  agreed  what  this  virtue  was,  or 
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wherein  it  did  confiftj  and  likewife,  be- 
caufe  feveral  among  the  bell  of  them 
taught  quite  different  things,  placing  hap- 
pinefs  in  health  or  good  fortune,  in  riches 
or  in  honour,  where  all  were  agreed  that 
virtue  was  not,  as  I lhall  have  occalion  to 
Ihew,  when  I fpeak  of  their  particular 
tenets. 

The  fecond  great  defeCt  in  the  Gentile 
philofophy  was,  that  it  wanted  fome  fuit- 
able  reward  proportioned  to  the  better  part 
of  man,  his  mind,  as  an  encouragement 
for  his  progrefs  in  virtue.  The  difficulties 
they  met  with  upon  the  fcore  of  this  de- 
fault were  great,  and  not  to  be  accounted 
for:  Bodily  goods,  being  only  fuitable  to 
bodily  wants,  are  no  reft  at  all  for  the 
mind  j and,  if  they  were,  yet  are  they 
not  the  proper  fruits  of  wifdom  and  virtue, 
being  equally  attainable  by  the  ignorant 
and  wicked.  Now,  human  nature  is  fo 
conftitutcd,  that  we  can  never  purfue  any 
thing  heartily  but  upon  hopes  of  a reward. 
If  we  run  a race,  it  is  in  expectation  of  a 
prize,  and  the  greater  the  prize  the  falter 
we  run ; for  an  incorruptible  crown,  if  we 
underftand  it  and  believe  it  to  be  fuch, 
more  than  a corruptible  one.  But  fome  of 
the  philofophers  gave  all  this  quite  an- 
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other  turn,  and  pretended  to  refine  fo  far, 
as  to  call  virtue  its  own  reward,  and  wor- 
thy to  be  followed  only  for  itfelf : Whereas, 
if  there  be  any  thing  in  this  more  than  the 
found  of  the  words,  it  is  at  lead  too  a b- 
ftracled  to  become  an  univerfal  influencing 
principle  in  the  world,  and  therefore  could 
not  be  of  general  ufe. 

It  was  the  Vvant  of  afligning  fome  hap- 
pinefs,  proportioned  to  the  foul  of  man, 
that  caufed  many  of  them,  either,  on  the 
one  hand,  to  be  four  and  morofe,  fuperti- 
lious  and  unbeatable ; or,  on  the  other,  to 
fall  into  the  vulgar  purfuits  of  common 
men,  to  hunt  after  greatnefs  and  riches, 
to  make  their  court,  and  to  ferve  occafions; 
as  Plato  did  to  the  younger  Dionyfius,  and 
Ariftotle  to  Alexander  the  Great.  So  im- 
poflible  is  it  for  a man,  who  looks  no  fur- 
ther than  the  prefent  world,  to  fix  himfelf 
long  in  a contemplation  where  the  prefent 
world  has  no  part : He  has  no  fure  hold,  I 
no  firm  footing ; he  can  never  expedl  to 
remove  the  earth  he  refts  upon,  while  he 
has  no  fupport  befide  for  his  feet,  but 
wants,  like  Archimedes,  fome  other  place 
whereon  to  ftand.  To  talk  of  bearing  pain 
and  grief,  without  any  fort  of  prefent  or 
future  hope,  cannot  be  purely  greatnefs  of 

fpirit ; ! 
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fpirit  i there  mull  be  a mixture  in  it  of  af- 
feftation,  and  an  aliay  of  pride,  or  per- 
haps is  wholly  counterfeit. 

It  is  true  there  has  been  all  along  in  the 
World  a notion  of  rewards  and  punifh- 
ments  in  another  life  ; but  it  feems  to 
have  rather  ferved  as  an  entertainment 
to  poets,  or  as  a terror  of  children,  than 
a fettled  principle,  by  which  men  pretend- 
ed to  govern  any  of  their  actions.  The  laft 
celebrated  words  of  Socrates,  a little  before 
his  death,  do  not  feem  to  reckon  or  build 
much  upon  any  fuch  opinion  ; and  Cfefar 
made  no  fcruple  to  difown  it,  and  ridicule 
it  in  open  fenate. 

Thirdly,  The  greateft  and  wifeft  of  all 
their  philofophers  were  never  able  to  give 
any  fatisfaftion,  to  others  and  themlelves, 
in  their  notions  of  a Deity.  They  were  of- 
ten extremely  grofs  and  abfurd  in  their 
conceptions  ; and  thofe  who  made  the  fair- 
eft  conje&ures  are  fuch  as  were  generally 
allowed  by  the  learned  to  have  feen  the 
fyftein  of  Mofes,  if  I may  fo  call  it,  who 
was  in  great  reputation  at  that  time  in 
tire  Heathen  world,  as  we  find  by  Dio- 
dorus, Juflin,  Longinus,  and  other  authors ; 
for  the  reft,  the  wifeft  among  them  laid 
;ifide  all  notions  after  a Deity,  as  a difqui- 
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fit  ion  vain  and  fruitlefs,  which  indeed  it 
was,  upon  unrevealed  principles ; and 
thofe  who  ventured  to  engage  too  far  fell 
into  incoherence  and  confufion. 

Fourthly,  Thofe  among  them  who  had 
the  jufteft  conceptions  of  a Divine  Power, 
and  did  alfo  admit  a Providence,  had  no 
notion  at  all  of  entirely  relying  and  de- 
pending upon  either;  they  trufted  in 
themfelves  for  all  things : But,  as  for  a 
truft  or  dependence  upon  God,  they  would 
not  have  underftood  the  phrafe ; it  made 
no  part  of  the  profane  ltyle. 

Therefore  it  was,  that,  in  all  ilfues  and 
events,  which  they  could  not  reconcile  to 
their  own  fentiments  of  reafon  and  jullice, 
they  were  quite  difconcerted : They  had 
no  retreat ; but,  upon  every  blow  of  ad- 
verfe  fortune,  either  affedted  to  be  indiffe- 
rent, or  grew  fullen  and  fevere,  or  elfe 
yielded  and  funk  like  other  men. 

Having  now  produced  certain  points, 
wherein  the  wifdom  and  virtue  of  all  un- 
revealed philofophy  fell  Ihort,  and  was 
very  imperfect ; I go  on,  in  the  fecond 
place,  to  ffiew  in  feveral  inftances,  where 
fome  of  the  moil  renowned  philofophers 
have  been  grofsly  defective  in  their  lefions 
of  morality. 
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Thales,  the  founder  of  the  Ionic  feCt,  fo 
celebrated  for  morality,  being  afked  how 
a man  might  bear  ill-fortune  with  greateil 
eafe,  anfwered,  “ By  feeing  his  enemies  in 
“ a worfe  condition.”  An  anfwer  truly 
barbarous,  unworthy  of  human  nature, 
and  which  included  fuch  confequences  as 
mull  dellroy  all  fociety  from  the  world. 

Solon,  lamenting  the  death  of  a fon,  one 
told  him,  “ You  lament  in  vain “ There- 
“ fore  (faid  he)  I lament,  becaufe  it  is  in 
“ vain.”  This  was  a plain  confeflion  how 
imperfect  all  his  philofophy  was,  and  that 
fomething  was  Hill  wanting.  He  owned 
that  all  his  wifdom  and  morals  were  ufe- 
lefs,  and  this  upon  one  of  the  moil  fre- 
quent accidents  in  life.  How  much  better 
could  he  have  learned  to  fupport  himfelf 
even  from  David,  by  his  entire  dependence 
upon  God  ; and  that  before  our  Saviour 
had  advanced  the  notions  of  religion  to 
the  height  and  perfection  wherewith  he 
hath  inftruCted  his  difciples?  Plato  himfelf, 
with  all  his  refinements,  placed  happinefs 
in  wifdom,  health,  good  fortune,  honour, 
and  riches  ; and  held  that  they  who  enjoy- 
ed all  thefe  were  perfectly  happy : Which 
opinion  was  indeed  unworthy  it's  owner, 
leaving  the  wife  and  the  good  man  wholly 
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at  the  mercy  of  uncertain  chance*  and  tQ 
be  miferable  without  refource. 

His  fcholar,  Ariftotle,  fell  more  grofsly 
into  the  fame  notion ; and  plainly  affirmed. 
That  virtue,  without  the  goods  of  fortune,' 
was  not  fufficient  for  happinefs,  but  that 
a wife  man  muff  be  miferable  in  poverty 
and  fteknefs.  Nay,  Diogenes  himfelf,  from 
whofe  pride  and  Angularity  one  would 
have  looked  for  other  notions,  delivered  it 
as  his  opinion,  That  a poor  old  man  was 
the  mod  miferable  thing  in  life. 

Zeno  alfo  and  his  followers  fell  into 
many  abfurdities,  among  which  nothing 
could  be  greater  than  that  of  maintaining 
all  crimes  to  be  equal,  which,  inftead  of 
making  vice  hateful,  rendered  it  as  a 
thing  indifferent  ami  familiar  to  all  men. 

Laitly,  Epicurus  had  no  notion  of  juftice 
but  as  it  was  profitable  ; and  his  placing 
happinefs  in  pleafure,  with  all  the  advan- 
tages he  could  expound  it  by,  was  liable 
to  very  great  exception : For,  although  he 
taught  that  pleafure  did  confift  in  virtue, 
yet  he  did  not  any  way  fix  or  ascertain  the 
boundaries  of  virtue,  as  he  ought  to  have 
done  ; by  which  means  he  milled  his  fol- 
lowers into  the  greateft  vices,  making 
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sjieir  names  to  become  odious  and  fcan- 
dalous,  even  in  the  Heathen  world. 

I have  produced  thefe  few  inftances  from 
a great  many  others,  to  Ihew  the  imper- 
fection of  Heathen  philolophy,  wherein  I 
Have  confined  myfelf  wholly  to  their  mo- 
rality. And  ftirely  we  may  pronounce  up- 
on it  ill  tho  WQfds  of  St.  James,  that  This 
*wifdom  defended  not  from  above,  but  -was  earthly 
atid  fenfual.  What  if  I had  produced  their 
abfurd  notions  about  God  and  the  foul? 
It  would  then  have  compleated  the  charac- 
ter given  it  by  that  Apoftle,  and  appeared 
to  have  been  devilifh  too.  But  it  is  eafy 
to  obfcrve,  from  the  nature  of  thefe  few 
particulars,  that  their  defects  in  morals 
were  purely  the  flagging  and  fainting  of 
the  mind,  for  want  of  a fupport  by  reve- 
lation from  God. 

I proceed  therefore,  in  the  third  place, 
to  fhew  the  perfection  of  Chriftian  wifdom 
from  above,  and  I fhall  endeavour  to  make 
it  appear  from  thofe  proper  characters  and 
marks  of  it  by  the  Apoftle  before-men- 
tioned, in  the  third  chapter,  and  15th,  16th, 
and  17th  verfeS. 

The  words  run  thus : 

This  •wifdom  defeendeth  not  from  above,  but  is 
earthly,  fenfual , devilifh. 

For 
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For  •where  envying  and  firife  is,  there  is  con - 
fufion,  and  every  evil  work. 

But  the  wifdom  that  is  from  above,  is  firjt  pure, 
then  peaceable,  gentle,  and  eafy  to  be  intreated , 
full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits , without  partiality, 
and  without  hypocrify. 

The  wifdom  from  above  is  firjl  pure.  This 
purity  of  the  mind  and  fpirit  is  peculiar 
to  the  gofpel.  Our  Saviour  fays,  Bleffedare 
the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  Jhall  fee  God.  A mind 
free  from  all  pollution  of  lulls  Ihall  have 
a daily  vifion  of  God,  whereof  unrevealed 
religion  can  form  no  notion.  This  is  it 
which  keeps  us  unfpotted  from  the  world; 
and  hereby  many  have  been  prevailed 
upon  to  live  in  the  practice  of  all  purity, 
holinefs,  and  righteoufnefs,  far  beyond 
the  examples  of  the  moll  celebrated  phi- 
lofophers. 

It  is  peaceable,  gentle,  and  eafy  to  be  entreated. 
The  Chrillian  doctrine  teacheth  us  all 
thofe  difpofitions  that  make  us  affable  and 
courteous,  gentle  and  kind,  without  any 
morofe  leaven  of  pride  or  vanity,  which 
entered  into  the  compolition  of  moll  Hea- 
then fchemcs:  So  we  are  taught  to  be 
meek  and  lowly.  Our  Saviour’s  lafl  legacy 
was  Peace  ; and  he  commands  us  to  for- 
give our  offending  brother  unto  feventy 
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times  feven.  Chriftian  wifdom  is  full  of 
mercy  and  good  works,  teaching  the 
height  of  all  moral  virtues,  of  which 
the  Heathens  fall  infinitely  fhort.  Plato 
indeed  (and  it  is  worth  obferving)  has 
fomewhere  a dialogue,  or  part  of  one, 
about  forgiving  our  enemies,  which  was 
perhaps  the  higheft  ftrain  ever  reached  by 
man,  without  divine  afliflance;  yet  how 
little  is  that  to  what  our  Saviour  com- 
mands us  ? To  love  them  that  hate  us ; to  blefs 
them  that  curfe  us  ; and  do  good  to  them  that  de- 
fpitefully  ufe  us. 

Chriftian  wifdom  is  -without  partiality ; 
it  is  not  calculated  for  this  or  that  nation 
or  people,  but  the  whole  race  of  mankind : 
Not  to  the  philofophical  fchemes,  which 
were  narrow  and  confined,  adapted  to  their 
peculiar  towns,  governments,  or  fedls ; 
but,  in  every  nation,  he  that  feareth  God 
and  worketh  righteoufnefs,  is  accepted 
with  him. 

Laftly,  It  is  -without  hypocrijy : It  appears 
to  be  what  it  really  is  ; it  is  all  of  a piece. 
By  the  dodtrines  of  the  gofpel  we  are  fo 
far  from  being  allowed  to  publifh  to  the 
world  thofe  virtues  we  have  not,  that  we  are 
commanded  to  hide,  even  from  ourfelves, 
thofe  we  really  have,  and  not  to  let  our 
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right  hand  know  what  our  left  hand  does; 
unlike  feveral  branches  of  the  Heathen 
wifdom,  which  pretended  to  teach  infenfi- 
bility  and  indifference,  magnanimity  and 
contempt  of  life,  while,  at  the  fame  time, 
in  other  parts  it  belied  its  own  doctrines. 

I come  now,  in  the  lafl  place,  to  thew 
that  the  great  examples  of  wifdom  and 
virtue,  among  the  Grecian  fages,  -were  pro- 
duced by  perfonal  merit,  and  not  influ- 
enced by  the  doctrine  of  any  particular 
-fe<5t ; whereas,  in  Chrift  unity,  it  is  quite 
the  contrary. 

• The  two  virtues  moll  celebrated  by  an- 
tient  moralifts  were  fortitude  and  tempe- 
rance, as  relating  to  the  government  of 
man  in  his  private  capacity,  to  which  their 
fchemes  were  generally  addreffed  and  con- 
fined ; and  the  two  inftances,  wherein 
thofc  virtues  arrived  at  the  greatefl  height, 
were  Socrates  and  Cato.  But  neither  thofe, 
nor  any  other  virtues  pofiefied  by  thefe 
two,  were  at  all  owing  to  any  lefibns  or 
doctrines  of  a fedt.  For  Socrates  himfelf 
was  of  none  at  all ; and  aldiough  Cato  was 
railed  a Stoic,  it  was  more  from  a refem- 
blance  of  manners  in  his  worft  qualities, 
than  that  he  avowed  himfelf  one  of  their 
difciples.  The  fame  may  be  affirmed  of 
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many  other  great  men  of  antiquity.  From 
whence  I infer,  that  thofe  who  were  re- 
nowned for  virtue  among  them,  were 
more  obliged  to  the  good  natural  difpofi- 
tions  of  their  own  minds,  than  to  the  doc- 
trines of  any  feci  they  pretended  to  follow. 

On  the  other  fide,  As  the  examples  of 
fortitude  and  patience,  among  the  primi- 
tive Chriftians,  have  been  infinitely  greater 
and  more  numerous,  fo  they  were  altoge- 
ther the  produxft  of  their  principles  and 
dcxStrine  ; and  were  fuch  as  the  fame  per- 
fons,  without  thofe  aids,  would  never  have 
arrived  to.  Of  this  truth  moft  of  the 
apoftles,  with  many  tlioufand  martyrs, 
are  a cloud  of  witnelles  beyond  exception. 
Having  therefore  fpoken  fo  largely  upon 
the  former  heads,  I fhall  dwell  no  longer 
upon  this. 

And,  if  it  fhould  here  be  objected. 
Why  does  not  Chriftianity  Hill  produce  the 
fame  efFe<5ls?  it  is  cafy  to  anfwer,  Find, 
That  although  the  number  of  pretended 
Chriftians  be  great,  yet  that  of  true  be- 
lievers, in  proportion  to  the  other,  was 
never  fo  fmall ; and  it  is  a true  lively  faith 
alone,  that  by  the  alii  (lance  of  God’s  grace, 
can  imiuence  our  practice. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly,  we  may  anfwer,  That  Chrifti-* 
anity  itfelf  has  very  much  fuffered  by 
being  blended  up  with  Gentile  philofo 
phy»  The  Platonic  fyftem,  firft  taken  into 
religion,  was  thought  to  have  given  mat- 
ter for  fome  early  herelies  in  the  church. 
When  difputes  began  to  arife,  the  Peripa- 
tetic forms  were  introduced  by  Scorns,  as 
belt:  fitted  for  controverfy.  And,  however 
this  may  now  have  become  neceflary,it  was 
iurely  the  author  of  a litigious  vein,  which 
has  fince  occafioned  very  pernicious  confe- 
quences,  ftopt  the  progrefs  of  Chriftianity, 
and  been  a great  promoter  of  vice,  verify- 
ing that  fentence  given  by  St.  James,  and 
mentioned  before,  Where  envying  and Jlrifc  ist 
there  is  confufion , and  every  evil  work.  This 
was  the  fatal  flop  to  the  Grecians,  in  their 
progrefs  both  of  arts  and  arms : Their 
wife  men  were  divided  under  feveral  fedts, 
and  their  governments  under  feveral  com- 
monwealths, all  in  oppofition  to  each 
other  5 which  engaged  them  in  eternal 
quarrels  among  themfelves,  while  they 
fliould  have  been  armed  againft  the  com- 
mon enemy.  And  I wifh  we  had  no  other 
examples  from  the  like  caufes,  lefs  foreign 
or  antient  than  that.  Diogenes  faid  Socra- 
tes was  a madman ; the  difciples  of  Zeno 

and 


Digitized  by  Google 


A S E R M O N.  383 
and  Epicurus,  nay  of  Plato  and  Ariftotle, 
•were  engaged  in  fierce  difputes  about  the 
moft  infignificant  trifles.  And,  if  this  be 
the  prefent  language  and  practice  among 
us  Chriltians,  no  wonder  that  Chriftianity 
does  not  Hill  produce  the  fame  effects 
which  it  did  at  firft,  when  it  was  received 
and  embraced  in  its  utmoft  purity  and  per- 
fection. For  fuch  a wifdom  as  this  cannot 
defend  from  above,  but  muft  be  earthly,  fen - 
fual,  devilifh ; full  of  confufion  and  every  evil 
•work:  Whereas  the  wifdom  from  above,  is 
firfl  pure,  then  peaceable , gentle,  and  eafy  to  be 
intreated,  full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits , without 
partiality,  and  without  hypocrify . This  is  the 
true  heavenly  wifdom,  which  Chriftianity 
only  can  boaft  of,  and  which  the  greateft 
of  the  Heathen  wife  men  could  never 
arrive  at. 

Now  to  God  the  Father,  &c.  &c< 
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Upon  g ivinO 

BADGES 

T 0 

THE  POO  R*; 

TH  E continual  cdncourfe  of  beggarsj 
from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  to 
tliis  city,  having  made  it  impoffible  for 
the  feveral  parifhes  to  maintain  their 
own  poor,  according  to  the  ancient  laws 
of  the  land  ; feveral  Lord  Mayors  did  ap- 
ply themfelves  to  the  Lord  Archbifhop  of 
Dublin,  that  Iris  Grace  would  direct  his 
clergy,  and  the  church-wardens  of  the  fakl 
city,  to  appoint  badges  of  brafs,  copper, 
or  pewter,  to  be  worn  by  die  poor  of  the 
feveral  parifhes.  The  badges  to  be  mark- 
ed with  the  initial  letters  of  the  name  of 
each  church,  and  numbered  1,  2,  3,  &c. 
and  to  be  well  fewed  and  fattened  on  the 
right  and  left  fhoulder  of  the  outward 
garment  of  each  of  the  faid  poor,  by 
which  they  might  be  diftinguifhed.  And 
that  none  of  the  faid  poor  fhould  go  out 
of  their  own  parifh  to  beg  alms  ; whereof 
the  beadles  were  to  take  care. 

* See  a Treatifc  on  this  fubjeft,  V#l.  XI.  p.  77. 

8 His 
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- His  Grace,  the  Lord  Archbifhop,  did  ac- 
cordingly give  his  directions  to  the  clergy; 
■which,  however,  have  proved  wholly  inef- 
fectual, by  the  fraud,  perverfenefs,  or 
pride  of  the  faid  poor,  feveral  of  them 
openly  protelling  they  will  never  fubmit 
to  wear  the  faid  badges,  and  of  thofe  who 
received  them,  almoft  every  one  keep  them 
in  their  pockets,  or  hang  them  on  a firing 
about  their  necks,  or  fallen  them  only  with 
a pin,  or  wear  them  under  their  coats,  not 
to  be  feen.  By  which  means  the  whole 
defign  is  eluded,  fo  that  a man  may  walk 
from  one  end  of  the  town  to  the  other, 
without  feeing  one  beggar  regularly  badg- 
cd,  and  in  fuch  great  numbers,  that  they 
are  a mighty  nufance  to  the  public,  molt 
of  them  being  foreigners. 

It  is  therefore  propofed,  That  his  Grace 
the  Lord  Archbifhop  would  pleafe  to  call 
the  clergy  of  the  city  together,  and  renew 
his  directions  and  exhortations  to  them,  to 
put  this  affair  of  badges  effectually  in  prac- 
tice, by  fuch  methods  as  his  Grace  and 
they  fhall  agree  upon.  And  I think  it 
would  be  highly  neceflary,  that  fome  pa- 
per fhould  be  palled  up,  in  feveral  proper 
parts  of  the  city,  fignifying  this  order,  and 
exhorting  all  people  to  give  no  alms  ex- 
''•Vol.XV.  Cc  • cept 
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cept  to  tliofe  poor  who  are  regularly  badg- 
ed,  and  only  while  they  are  within  the 
precincts  of  their  own  parilhes.  And,  if 
fomething  like  this  were  delivered  by  the 
minilters,  in  the  reading-defk,  two  or  three 
Lord’s-days  fucceffively,  it  would  Rill  be 
of  farther  ufe  to  put  this  matter  upon  a 
right  foot.  And  that  all  who  offend  again!! 
this  regulation  be  treated  as  vagabonds 
and  fturdy  beggars. 

Dcanry-houlc, 

Sept.  26,  1726. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 

ABOUT 

MAINTAINING  the  POOR. 

WE  have  been  amufed,  for  at  leaft 
thirty  years  paft,  with  numberlefs 
fchemes  in  writing  and  difcourfe,  both  in 
and  out  of  parliament,  for  maintaining 
the  poor,  and  fetting  them  to  work,  efpe- 
cially  in  this  city ; mofl  of  which  were 
idle,  indigefted,  or  vifionary,  and  all  of 
them  ineffectual,  as  it  hath  plainly  appear- 
ed by  the  confequences.  Many  of  tkofe 
projectors  were  fo  Itupid,  that  they  drew  a 
parallel  from  Holland  and  England,  to  be 
fettled  in  Ireland  ; that  is  to  fay,  from  two 
countries  with  full  freedom  and  encou- 
ragement for  trade,  to  a third  where  all 
kind  of  trade  is  cramped,  and  the  moft  be- 
neficial parts  are  entirely  taken  away.  But 
the  perpetual  infelicity  of  falfe  and  foolifli 
reafoning,  as  well  as  proceeding  and.  act- 
ing upon  it,  feems  to  be  fatal  to  this 
country. 

For  my  own  part,  who  have  much  con- 
verfed  with  thofe  folks  who  call  them- 

C c 2 felves 
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felves  Merchants,  I do  not  remember  to 
have  met  with  a more  ignorant  and  wrong- 
thinking  race  of  people  in  the  very  firft 
rudiments  of  trade  which,  howrever, 
was  not  fo  much  owing  to  their  w~ant 
of  capacity,  as  to  the  crazy  conflitution 
of  this  kingdom,  where  pedlars  are  better 
qualified  to  thrive  than  the  wifeft  mer- 
chants. I could  fill  a volume  with  only 
letting  down  a lift  of  the  public  abfurdi- 
ties,  by  which  this  kingdom  hath  fuffered 
within  the  compafs  of  my  own  memory, 
fuch  as  could  not  be  believed  of  any  na- 
tion, among  whom  folly  was  not  efta- 
blifhed  as  a law.  I cannot  forbear  in- 
ftancing  a few  of  thefe,  becaufe  it  may 
be  of  fome  ufc  to  thofe  who  fhall  have  it 
in  their  power  to  be  more  cautious  for  the 
future. 

The  firft  was  the  building  of  the  bar- 
racks, whereof  I have  feen  above  one  half, 
and  have  heard  enough  of  the  reft,  to  af- 
firm that  the  public  hath  been  cheated  of 
at  leaf!  two  thirds  of  the  money  raifed  for 
that  ufe  by  the  plain  fraud  of  the  under- 
takers. 

Another  was  the  management  of  the 
money  raifed  for  the  Palatines  *,  when,  in- 
flead  of  employing  that  great  fum  in  pur- 

chafing 
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chafing  lands  in  fome  remote  and  cheap 
part  of  the  kingdom,  and  there  planting 
thofe  people  as  a colony,  the  whole  end 
was  utterly  defeated. 

A third  is. the  infurance-office  againfl 
fire,  by  which  feveral  thoufand  pounds 
are  yearly  remitted  to  England  (a  trifle  it 
Teems  we  can  eafily  fpare),  and  will  gra- 
dually encreafe  until  it  comes  to  a good 
national  tax.  For  the  fociety-marks  upon 
©urhoufes  (under  which  might  properly  be 
written,  The  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us ) fpread 
fafter  and  farther  than  the  * colony  of 
frogs.  I have,  for  above  twenty  years  pall, 
given  warning  feveral  thoufand  times,  to 

* This  fimilitude,  which  is  certainly  the  finefl  that  could 
poflibly  have  been  ufed  upon  this  occafion,  feems  to  require  a 
Ihort  explication.  About  the  beginning  of  this  current  cen- 
turyj  Dodlor  Gwythers,  a phyfician  and  Fellow  of  the  Uni- 
verlity  of  Dublin,  brought  over  with  him  a parcel  of  frogs 
from  England  to  Ireland,  in  order  to  propagate  the  fpccies  in 
that  kingdom,  and  threw  them  into  the  ditches  of  the  Uni- 
verfity-park ; but  they  all  perifhed.  Whereupon  he  fent  to 
England  for  fome  bottles  of  the  frog-fpawn,  which  he  threw 
into  thofe  ditches,  by  which  means  the  fpecies  of  frogs  was 
propagated  in  that  kingdom.  However,  their  number  was 
,fo  fmall  in  the  year  1720,  that  a frog  was  no  where  to  be  fern 
in  Ireland,  except  in  the  neighbourhood  of'  the  Univerfity- 
park : But,  within  fix  or  fe*cn  years  after,  they  fpread  thirty, 
forty,  and  fifty  miles  over  the  country ; and  fo  at  iafl,  by  de- 
grees, over  the  whole  nation. 

C c 3 raanr 
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many  fubftantial  people,  and  to  fuch  who 
are  acquainted  with  Lords  and  Squires, 
and  the  like  great  folks,  (to  any  of  whom 
I have  not  the  honour  to  be  known:)  I 
mentioned  my  daily  fears,  left  our  watch- 
ful friends  in  England  might  take  this  bu- 
finefs  out  of  our  hands  ; and  how  eafy  it  , 
would  be  to  prevent  that  evil,  by  erecting  a 
fociety  of  perfons  who  had  good  eftates, 
fuch,  for  inftance,  as  that  noble  knot  of  ban- 
kers under  the  ftyle  of  Swift  and  Company. 
But  now  wre  are  become  tributary  to  Eng- 
land, not  only  for  materials  to  light  our 
own  fires ; but  for  engines  to  put  them 
out ; to  which,  if  hearth-money  be  added, 
(repealed  in  England  as  a grievance)  we 
have  the  honour  to  pay  three  taxes  for 
fire. 

A fourth  was  the  knavery  of  thofe  mer- 
chants, or  linen-manufatfturers,  or  both; 
when,  upon  occafion  of  the  plague  at  Mar- 
seilles, we  had  a fair  opportunity  of  get- 
ting into  our  hands  the  whole  linen-trade 
with  Spain ; but  the  commodity  was  fo 
bad,  and  held  at  fo  high  a rate,  that  al- 
moft  the  wrhole  cargo  was  returned,  and 
the  fmall  remainder  fold  below  the  prime 
coft. 

So 
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So  many  other  particulars  of  the  fame 
nature  crowd  into  my  thoughts,  that  I am 
forced  to  flop,  and  the  rather  becaufe  they 
are  not  very  proper  for  my  fubjeft,  to 
which  I fliall  now  return. 

Among  all  the  fchemes  for  maintaining 
the  poor  of  the  city,  and  fetting  them  to 
work,  the  lead  weight  hath  been  laid  upon 
that  fingle  point  which  is  of  greated  im- 
portance } I mean  that  of  keeping  foreign 
beggars  from  fwarming  hither  out  of 
every  part  of  the  country  ; for,  until  this 
be  brought  to  pafs  effe&ually,  all  our  wife 
reafonings  and  proceedings  upon  them 
will  be  vain  and  ridiculous. 

The  prodigious  number  of  beggars 
throughout  this  kingdom,  in  proportion 
to  fo  fmall  a number  of  people,  is  owing 
to  many  reafons : To  the  lazinefs  of  the 
natives ; the  want  of  work  to  employ 
them ; the  enormous  rents  paid  by  cottagers 
for  their  miferable  cabbins  and  potatoe- 
plots ; their  early  marriages,  without  the 
lead  profpeft  of  edablilhment ; the  ruin 
of  agriculture,  whereby  fuch  vad  numbers 
are  hindred  from  providing  their  own 
bread,  and  have  no  money  to  purchafe  it ; 
the  mortal  damp  upon  all  kinds  of  trade, 
C c 4 and 
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and  many  other  circumflances  too  tedious 
or  invidious  to  mention. 

And  to  the  fame  caufes  we  owe  the  per- 
petual concourfe  of  foreign  beggars  to  this 
town,  the  country  landlords  giving-  all 
affiftance,  except  money  and  victuals,  to 
drive  from  their  eftates  thofe  miferable 
creatures  they  have  undone. 

It  was  a general  complaint  againfl  the 
poor-houfe,  under  its  former  governors, 
that  the  number  of  poor  in  this  city  did 
not  leiTen  by  taking  three  hundred  into 
die  lioufe,  and  all  of  them  recommended 
under  the  minifter  and  church-warden’s 
hands  of  the  feveral  parifhes  ; and  this 
complaint  mull  Hill  continue,  although 
die  poor-houfe  fhould  be  enlarged  to  main- 
tain three  thoufand,  or  even  double  that 
number. 

The  revenues  of  the  poor-houfe,  as  it  is 
now  eftablifhed,  amount  to  about  two 
thoufand  pounds  a year;  whereof,  two 
hundred  allowed  for  officers,  and  one  hun- 
dred for  repairs,  the  remaining  feventeen 
hundred,  at  four  pounds  a head,  will  fup- 
port  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  perfons. 
This  is  a favourable  allowance,  confider- 
ing  that  I fubtract  nothing  for  the  diet  of 
thofe  officers,  and  for  wear  and  tare  of  fur- 
niture j 
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niture  ; and,  if  every  one  of  thefe  colie- 
giates  fhould  be  fet  to  work,-  it  is  agreed 
they  will  not  be  able  to  gain  by  their  la- 
bour above  one  fourth  part  of  their  main- 
tenance. 

At  the  fame  time  the  oratorial  part  of 
thefe  gentlemen  feldom  vouchfafe  to  men- 
tion fewer  than  fifteen  hundred,  or  twd 
thoufand  people,  to  be  maintained  in  this 
hofpital,  without  troubling  their  heads 
about  the  fund,  * * ****** 

* * * ********  % 
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TO  HIS  CRAC2 

W I L L I A M, 

Lord  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  &c. 

The  humble  Reprefentation  of  the  Clerg  t 
of  the  City  of  Dublin. 

My  Lord,  Jan.  1714. 

*V7 OUR  Grace  having  been  pleafed  to 
X communicate  to  us  a certain  brief, 
by  letters-patents,  for  the  relief  of  one 
Charles  M‘Carthy,  whofe  houfe  in  College- 
green,  Dublin,  was  burnt  by  an  accidental 
fire ; and  having  defired  us  to  confider  of 
the  faid  brief,  and  give  our  opinions  there- 
of to  your  Grace ; 

We  the  clergy  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  in 
compliance  with  your  Grace’s  defire,  and 
with  great  acknowledgments  for  your  pa- 
ternal tendemefs  towards  us,  having  ma- 
turely confidered  the  faid  brief  by  letters 
patents,  compared  the  feveral  parts  of  it 
with  what  is  enjoined  us  by  the  rubric, 
(which  is  confirmed  by  a<5t  of  parliament) 
and  confulted  perfons  {killed  in  the  laws 
of  the  church ; do,  in  the  names  of  our- 
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felves  and  of  the  reft  of  our  brethren,  the 
clergy  of  the  diocefs  of  Dublin,  moft 
humbly  reprefent  to  your  Grace : 

Firft,  That,  by  this  brief,  your  Grace  is 
required  and  commanded,  to  recommend 
and  command  all  the  parfons,  vicars,  <&c. 
to  advance  fo  great  an  aft  of  charity. 

We  ftiall  not  prefume  to  determine  how 
far  your  Grace  may  be  commanded  by  the 
faid  brief;  but  we  humbly  conceive  that 
the  clergy  of  your  diocefs  cannot,  by 
any  law  now  in  being,  be  commanded  by 
your  Grace  to  advance  the  faid  a<ft  of  cha- 
rity, any  other  ways  than  by  reading  the 
faid  brief  in  our  feveral  churches,  as  pre- 
fcribed  by  the  rubric. 

Secondly,  Whereas  it  is  faid  in  the 
faid  brief,  that  the  parfon,  vicars,  &c. 
upon  the  firft  Lord’s-day,  or  opportunity 
after  the  receipt  of  the ' copy  of  the 
faid  brief,  {hall,  deliberately  and  affec- 
tionately, publifh  and  declare  the  tenor 
thereof  to  his  Majefty’s  fubje&s,  and  ear- 
neftly  perfuade,  exhort,  and  ftir  them  up 
to  contribute  freely  and  chearfully  towards 
the  relief  of  the  faid  fufferer ; 

We  do  not  comprehend  what  is  meant 
by  the  word  opportunity.  We  never  do  preach 
upon  any  day  except  die  Lord’s-day,  or 
2 fome 
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fome  folemn  days  legally  appointed ; nei- 
ther is  it  poffible  for  the  dronged  condi- 
tution  among  us  to  obey  this  command 
(which  includes  no  lefs  than  a whole  fer- 
mon)  upon  any  other  opportunity  than: 
when  our  people  are  met  together  in  the 
church ; and  to  perform  this  work  in  every 
houfe  where  the  parifhes  are  very  populous, 
confiding  fometimes  here  in  town  of  900 
or  1 000  houfes,  would  take  up  the  fpace 
of  a year,  although  we  fliould  preach  in 
two  families  every  day ; and  almod  as 
much  time  in  the  country'',  where  the  pa- 
rifhes  are  of  large  extent,  the  roads  bad, 
and  the  people  too  poor  to  receive  us,  and 
give  charity  at  once. 

, But,  if  it  be  meant  that  thefe  exhorta- 
tions are  commanded  to  be  made  in  the 
church,  upon  the  Lord’s-day,  we  are  hum- 
bly of  opinion,  that  it  is  left  to  die  difere- 
tion  of  the  clergy,  to  chufe  what  fubjeds 
. they  think  mod  proper  to  preach  on,  and 
at  what  times ; and,  if  diey  preach  either 
falfe  dodrine  or  feditious  principles,  they 
are  liable  to  be  punilhed. 

It  may  podibly  happen  that  the  fuffercr 
recommended  may  be  a perfon  not  deferr- 
ing the  favour  intended  by  the  brief ; in 
which  cafe  no  minider,  who  knows  die 

..fuffercr 
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TufFerer  to  be  an  undeserving  perfon,  can* 
’with  a Safe  confcience  deliberately  and  If2 
' feclionately  publilh  the  brief,’  much  lef/ 
earneftly  perfuade,  exhort,  andftirupthC? 
people  to  contribute  freely  and  chearfhliy 
towards  the  relief  of  fuch  a fufferet  #;  i; 

Thirdly,  Whereas  in  the  faid  brief  file? 
minifters  and  curates  are  required,  On  :die 
•week-days  next  after  the  Lord’s-day  whert 
the  brief  was  read,  to  go  from  houfe  tb 
houfe,  with  their  church-wardens,  to  aflc 
and  receive  from  all  perfons  the  faid  cha'l 
rity  r We  cannot  but  obferve  here,  That 
the  faid  minifters  are  direCtly  made  col- 
lectors of  the  faid  charity  in  conjun&idri 
with  the  church-wardens ; which  how- 
ever, we  prefume,  was  not  intended,  a$ 
being  againft  all  law  and  precedent : And 
therefore,  we  apprehend,  there  may  be 
fome  inconfiftency,  which  leaves  us  at  a 
lofs  how  to  proceed.  For,  in  the  next 
paragraph,  the  minifters  and  curates  are 
only  required,  where  they  conveniently 
can,  to  accompany  the  church-wardens,  or 
procure  fome  other  of  the  chief  inhabitants, 

* This  McCarthy's  houfe  was  burnt  in  the  month  of 
Auguft  1723,  and  the  univerfal  opinion  of  mankind  was,  that 
ATCarthy  himfelf  was  the  perfon  who  had  fet  fire  to  the  houfe. 
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to  do  the  fame.  And,  in  a following  pa- 
ragraph, the  whole  work  feems  left  entire- 
ly to  the  church-wardens,  who  are  requir- 
ed to  ufe  their  utmoft  diligence  to  gather 
and  collect  the  faid  charity,  and  to  pay  the 
fame,  in  ten  days  after,  to  the  parfon,  vi- 
car, &c. 

In  anfwer  to  this,  we  do  reprefent  to 
your  Grace  our  humble  opinion,  that  nei- 
ther we  nor  bur  church-wardens  can  be 
legally  commanded  or  required  to  go  from 
houfe  to  houfe  to  receive  the  faid  charity ; 
becaufe  your  Grace  hath  informed  us  in 
your  order,  at  your  vibration  An.  Dom.  1712, 
that  neither  we  nor  our  church-wardens 
are  bound  to  make  any  cohesions  for  the 
poor,  fave  in  the  church ; which  alfo  ap- 
pears plainly  by  the  rubric,  that  appoints 
both  time  and  place,  as  your  Grace  hath 
obferved  in  your  faid  order. 

We  do'  likewife  afliire  your  Grace,  that 
it  is  not  in  our  power  to  procure  fome  of 
the  chief  inhabitants  of  our  parifhes  to  ac- 
company the  church-wardens  from  houfe 
to  houfe  in  thefe  collections : And  we  have 
xeafon  to  believe,  that  fuch  a propofal, 
made  to  our  chief  inhabitants  (particu- 
larly in  this  city,  where  our  chief  inha- 
bitants are  often  peers  of  the  land) 

would 


Digitized  b^Google 


the  CLERGY  /feUBUN.  399 
■would  be  received  in  a manner  very  little 
to  our  own  fatisfa&ion,  or  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  faid  collections. 

Fourthly,  The  brief  doth  will,  require, 
and  command  the  bifhops,  and  all  other 
dignitaries  of  the  church,  that  they  make 
their  contributions  diftindly,  to  be  return- 
ed in  the  feveral  provinces  to  the  feveral 
archbilhops  of  the  fame. 

Upon  which  we  take  leave  to  obferve, 
that  the  terms  of  expreflion  here  are  of 
the  ftrongeft  kind,  and  in  a point  that  may 
fubjefl  the  faid  dignitaries  (for  we  fhaU 
fay  nothing  of  the  bifhops)  to  great  incon- 
veniencies.  • : : 

The  faid  dignitaries  are  here  willed,  re* 
quired,  and  commanded  to  make  their 
contributions  diftinClly ; by  which  itfhould 
feem  that  they  are  abfolutely  command- 
ed to  make  contributions  (for  the  word 
dijlmftly  is  but  a circumltance),  and  may  be 
underflood  not  very  agreeable  to  a volun- 
tary, chearful.  contribution.  And  there- 
fore, if  any  bifhop  or  dignitary  fhould  re- 
fufe  to  make  his  contribution,  (perhaps 
for  very  good  reafons)  he  may  be  thought 
to  incur  the  crime  of  difobedience  to  his 
Majefty,  which  all  good  fubje&s  abhor, 
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when  filch  a command  is  according  to' 
law."  - * ' • 

Moft  dignities  of  this  kingdom  confifl 
only  of  parochial  tythes,  and  the  dignita- 
ries are  minifters  of  pariflies.  A doubt 
may  therefore  arife,  whether  the  faid  dig- 
nitaries are  willed,  required,  and  com- 
manded, to  make  their  contributions  in 
both  capacities,  diftin&ly  as  dignitaries, 
and  jointly  as  parfons  or  vicars. 

•Many  dignities  in  this  kingdom  are  the 
pooreft  kind  of  benefices ; and  it  Ihould 
feem  hard  to  put  poor  dignitaries  under 
the  neceflity  either  of  making  greater  con- 
tributions than  they  can  afford,  or  of  ei- 
pofing  themfelves  to  the  cenfure  of  want- 
ing charity,  by  making  their  contributions 
public. 

Our  Saviour  commands  us,  in  works  of 
charity,  to  let  not  our  left  hand  know  what  our 
right  hand  doeth  ; which  cannot  well  confift 
-with  our  being  willed,  required,  and  com- 
manded by  any  earthly  power,  where  no 
law  is  prefcribed,  to  publifh  our  charity 
to  the  world,  if  we  have  a mind  to  con- 
ceal it. 

Fifthly,  Whereas  it  is  faid  in  the  faid 
brief,  that  the  parfon,  vicar,  <&c.  of  every 
parifh,  fhall,  in  fix  days  after  the  receipt 
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.of  the  faid  charity,  return  it  to  his  refpec- 
tive  chancellor,  &c.  This  may  be  a great 
grievance,  hazard,  and  expence  to  the  faid 
parfon,  in  remote  and  defolate  parts  of 
the  country,  where  often  an  honeft  meflen- 
ger  (if  fuch  a one  can  be  got)  mull  be 
hired  to  travel  forty  or  fifty  miles  going 
and  coming ; which  will  probably  coll 
jnore  than  the  value  of  the  contribution  he 
carries  with  him.  And  this  charge,  if 
briefs  fhould  happen  to  be  frequent,  would 
be  enough  to  undo  many  a poor  clergy- 
man in  the  kingdom. 

Sixthly,  We  obferve  in  the  faid  brief, 
that  the  provoft  and  fellows  of  the  univer- 
lity,  judges,  officers  of  the  courts,  and 
profeflors  of  laws  common  and  civil,  are 
neither  willed,  required,  nor  commanded 
to  make  their  contributions ; but  that  fo 
good  a work  is  only  recommended  to 
them.  Whereas  we  conceive,  that  all  his 
Majelty’s  fubjefts  are  equally  obliged,  with 
or  without  his  Maj eft y’s  commands,  to  pro- 
mote works  of  charity  according  to  their 
power  ; and  that  the  clergy,  in  their  eccle- 
hailical  capacity,  are  only  liable  to  fuch 
commands  as  the  rubric,  or  any  other  law 
{hall  enjoin,  being  born  to  the  fame  privi- 
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leges  of  freedom  with  the  reft  of  his  Ma- 
jelly’s  fubjeCts. 

We  cannot  but  obferve  to  your  Grace, 
that,  in  the  Englilh  aCt  of  the  fourth  year 
of  Queen  Anne,  for  the  better  collecting 
charity-money  on  briefs  by  letters  patent, 
fyc.  the  minifters  are  obliged  only  to  read 
the  briefs  in  their  churches,  without  any 
particular  exhortations  ; neither  are  they 
commanded,  to  go  from  houfe  to  houfe 
with  the  church-wardens,  nor  to  fend  the 
money  collected  to  their  refpeCtive  chan- 
cellors, but  pay  it  to  the  undertaker  or 
agent  of  the  fuffierer.  So  that,  we  humbly 
hope,  the  clergy  of  this  kingdom  ftiall 
not,  without  any  law  in  being,  be  put  to 
greater  hardfhips  in  this  cafe  titan  their 
brethren  in  England,  where  the  legiflature, 
intending  to  prevent  the  abufes  in  collect- 
ing charity-money  on  briefs,  did  not  think 
lit  to  put  the  clergy  under  any  of  thofe 
difficulties  we  now  complain  of,  in  the  pre- 
fent  brief  by  letters  patent,  for  the  relief 
of  Charles  M'Carthy  aforefaid. 

The  collections  upon  the  Lord’s-day  are 
the  principal  fupport  of  our  own  nume- 
rous poor  in  our  feveral  parities ; and 
therefore  every  fingle  brief,  with  the  bene- 
fit of.  a full  collection  over  the  whole  king- 
dom, 
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dom,  muft  deprive  feveral  thoufands  of 
poor  of  their  weekly  maintenance,  for  the 
fake  only  of  one  perfon,  who  often  be- 
comes a fufferer  by  his  own  folly  or  negli- 
gence, and  is  fure  to  overvalue  his  lodes 
double  or  treble : So  that,  if  this  precedent 
be  followed,  as  it  certainly  will  if  the  pre- 
fent  brief  fhould  fucceed,  we  may  proba- 
bly have  a new  brief  every  week ; and  thus, 
for  the  advantage  of  fifty-two  perfons, 
whereof  not  one  in  ten  is  deferving,  and 
for  the  intereft  of  a dozen  dextrous  clerks 
and  fecretaries,  the  whole  poor  in  the 
kingdom  will  be  likely  to  ftarve. 

We  are  credibly  informed,  that  neither 
the  officers  of  the  Lord  Primate,  in  pre- 
paring the  report  of  his  Grace’s  opinion, 
nor  thofe  of  the  great-feal,  in  paffing  die 
patent  for  briefs,  will  remit  any  of  their 
fees,  both  which  do  amount  to  a confider- 
able  fum : And  thus  the  good  intentions 
of  well-difpofed  people  are  in  a great 
meafure  difappointed,  a large  part  of  their 
charity  being  anticipated,  and  alienated  by 
fees  and  gratuities. 

Laftly,  We  cannot  but  reprefent  to  your 
Grace  our  great  concern  and  grief,  to  fee 
the  pains  and  labour  of  our  church- 
wardens fo  much  encreafed,  by  the  injunc- 
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tions  and  commands  put  upon  them  in  this 
brief,  to  the  great  difadvantage  of  the 
clergy  and  the  people,  as  well  as  to  their 
own  trouble,  damage,  and  lofs  of  time, 
to  which  great  additions  have  been  already 
made,  by  laws  appointing  them  to  colie<51 
the  taxes  for  the  watch  and  the  poor-houfe^ 
which  they  bear  with  great  unwillingnefs ; 
and,  if  they  lhall  find  themfelves  further 
laden  with  fuch  briefs  as  this  of  M‘Carthy, 
it  will  prove  fo  great  a difcouragement, 
that  we  lhall  never  be  able  to  provide  ho- 
nefl  and  fufficient  perfons  for  that  weighty 
office  of  church-warden,  fo  neceflary  to 
the  laity  as  well  as  the  clergy,  in  all 
things  that  relate  to  the  order  and  regula- 
tion of  parifhes. 

Upon  all  thefe  confidcrations,  we  hum- 
bly hope  that  your  Grace,  of  whofe  fa- 
therly care,  vigilance,  and  tendemefe,  we 
have  had  fo  many  and  great  inftances,  will 
reprefent  our  cafe  to  his  Moll  Excellent 
Majefty,  or  to  the  Chief  Governor  in  this 
•kingdom,  in  fuch  a manner,  that  we  may 
be  neither  under  the  neceffity  of  declin- 
ing his  Majefty’s  commands  in  his  letters 
patent,  or  of  taking  new  and  grievous 
burthens  upon  ourfelves  and  our  church- 
wardens, to  which  neither  the  rubric  nor 
any  other  law  int  force  oblige  us  to  fubmit, 
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bickerstaff. 

Some  Refections  upon  Mr.  Bickerjlaff' s Predictions 
for  the  Year  M dcc  viii  *. 

By  a Person  of  Qu ality. 

I Have  not  obferved,  for  fome  years  pad:, 
any  infignificant  paper  to  have  made 
more  noife,  or  be  more  greedily  bought> 
than  that  of  thefe  predictions.  They  are 
the  wonder  of  the  common  people,  an 
amufement  for  the  better  fort,  and  a jell 
only  to  the  wife ; yet,  among  thefe  laft, 

I have  heard  fome  very  much  in  doubt, 
whether  the  author  meant  to  deceive 
others,  or  is  deceived  himfelf.  Whoever 
he  was,  he  feems  to  have  with  great  art 
adjufted  his  paper  both  to  pleafe  the  rabble 
and  to  entertain  perfons  of  condition.  The 
writer  is,  without  queftion,  a gentleman 
of  wit  and  learning,  although  the  piece 
feems  haftily  written  in  a fudden  frolic, 

* Sec  Vol.  III.  P.  256. 
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with  the  fcomful  thought  of  the  pleafure 
he  will  have,  in  putting  this  great  town 
into  a wonderment  about  nothing:  Nor 
do  I doubt  but  he  and  his  friends  in  the 
fecret,  laugh  often  and  plentifully  in  a 
corner,  to  refleCt  how  many  hundred  thou- 
fand  fools  they  have  already  made.  And 
he  has  them  fall  for  fome  time  : For  fo  they 
are  like  to  continue  until  his  prophecies 
begin  to  fail  in  the  events.  Nay,  it  is  a 
great  queftion  whether  the  mifearriage  of 
the  two  or  three  firfl  will  fo  entirely  un- 
deceive people,  as  to  hinder  them  from 
expecting  the  accomplifhing  of  the  reft. 
I doubt  not  but  fome  thoufands  of  thefe 
papers  are  carefully  preferved  by  as  many 
perfons,  to  confront  with  the  events,  and 
try  whether  the  aftrologer  exactly  keeps 
the  day  and  the  hour.  And  thefe  I take 
to  be  Mr.  BickerflafT’s  choiccft  cullies,  for 
whofe  fake  chiefly  he  writ  his  amufement. 
Meanwhile  he  has  feven  weeks  good,  dur- 
ing which  time  the  world  is  to  be  kept  in 
fufpenfe ; for  it  is  fo  long  before  the  al- 
manack-maker is  to  die,  which  is  the  firft 
prediction : And,  if  that  fellow  happens 
to  be  a fplcnetic  vilionary  fop,  or  has  any 
faith  in  his  own  art,  the  prophefy  may 
punctually  come  to  pafs  by  very  natural 

means. 
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means.  As  a gentleman  of  my  acquaint- 
ance, who  was  ill-ufed  by  a mercer  in 
town,  writ  him  a letter  in  an  unknown 
hand,  to  give  him  notice  that  care  had 
been  taken  to  convey  a flow  poifon  into 
his  drink,  which  would  infallibly  kill  him 
in  a month ; after  which  the  man  began 
in  earned:  to  languifh  and  decay,  by  the 
mere  ftrength  of  imagination,  and  would 
certainly  have  died,  if  care  had  not  been 
taken  to  undeceive  him  before  the  jcfl 
went  too  far.  The  like  efFedt  upon  Par- 
tridge would  wonderfully  raife  Mr.  Bic- 
kerftafF’s  reputation  for  a fortnight  longer, 
until  we  could  hear  from  France  whether 
the  Cardinal  de  Noaillcs  were  dead  or  alive 
upon  the  fourth  of  April,  which  is  the 
fecond  of  his  predictions. 

For  a piece  fo  carelefsly  written,  the  ob- 
fervations  upon  a Urology  are  reasonable 
and  pertinent,  the  remarks  juft ; and,  as 
the  paper  is  partly  defigned,  in  my  opinion, 
for  a fatire  upon  the  credulity  of  the  vul- 
gar, and  that  idle  itch  of  peeping  into  fu- 
turities, fo  it  is  no  more  than  what  we  all 
of  us  deferve.  And,  flnee  we  muft  be 
teazed  with  perpetual  hawkers  of  ftrpnge 
and  -wonderful  things,  I am  glad  to  fee  a 
man  of  fenfe  find  leifufe  and  humour 
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to  take  up  the  trade  for  his  own  and  our 
diverfion.  To  fpcak  in  the  town-phrafe, 
it  is  a bite ; he  has  fully  had  his  jeft,  and 
may  be  fatisfied. 

I very  much  approve  the  ferious  air  he 
gives  himfelf  in  his  introduction  and  con- 
clufion,  which  has  gone  far  to  give  fome 
people  of  no  mean  rank  an  opinion  that 
the  author  believes  himfelf.  He  tells  us, 
“ He  places  the  whole  credit  of  his  art 
“ on  the  truth  of  thefe  predictions,  and 
“ will  be  content  to  be  hooted  by  Partridge 
**  and  the  reft  for  a cheat,  if  he  fails  in 
“ any  one  particular with  feveral  other 
ftrains  of  the  fame  kind,  wherein  I per- 
fectly believe  him  ; and  that  he  is  very  in- 
.different  whether  Ifaac  Bickerjlaff  be  a mark 
of  infamy  or  not.  But  it  feems,  although 
he  has  joined  an  odd  fimame  to  no  very 
common  Chriftian  one,  that  in  this  large 
town  there  is  a man  found  to  own  both 
the  names,  although,  I believe,  not  the 
paper. 

I believe  it  is  no  fmall  mortification  to 
this  gentleman  aftrologer,  as  well  as  his 
bookfeller,  to  find  their  piece,  which  they 
fent  out  in  a tolerable  print  and  paper,  im- 
mediately feized  on  by  thjree  or  four  inter- 
loping printers  of  Grubftreet,  the  title  fluff- 
ed 
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€d  -with  an  abftradt  df  tile  Whole  matter, 
together  with  the  Standard  epithets  of 
Jlrange  and  tboHderful , the  price  brought 
down  a full  half,  which  was  but  a penny 
in  its  prime,  arid  bawled  about  by  hawkers 
df  the  inferior  clafs,  with  the  concluding 
cadente  of  A hdl/peftdp  dpiece.  Brit  ftc  cecidit 
Phaeton : Arid,-  fO  ebihfort  hirii  a little,  this 
produ&ion  of  mine  Will  have  the  fame 
fate : To-morrow  will  my  ears  be  grated 
by  the  little  boys  and  •wenches  in  Jlraw-hats, 
and  I muft  an  hundred  times  undergo  the 
mortification  to  have  my  own  work  of- 
fered me  to  fale  at  an  urider-value.  Then, 
which  is  a great  deal  worfe,  my  acquaint- 
ance in  the  coffee-hbufe  will  afk  me  whe- 
ther I have  fcen  the  Arifwer  to  ’Squire  Bic- 
kerftaff’s  predidioris,  and  whether  I know 
the  puppy  that  writ  it : And  how  to  keep 
a man’s  countenance  in  lhch  a juncture 
is  no  eafy  point  of  condu<ff.  When,  in 
this  cafe,  you  fee  a man  fhy  either  in 
praifing  or  condemning,  ready  to  turn 
off  the  difcourfe  to  another  fubject,  Hand- 
ing as  little  in  the  light  as  he  can- to 
hide  his  blnfhing,  pretending  to  fneeze  or 
take  fnuff,  or  go  off  as  if  fudden  bufinefs 
called  him ; then  ply  him  clofc,  obferve 
his  looks  narrowly,  fee  whether  his  fpeech 
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be  conftrained  or  affeCted,  then  charge 
him  fuddenly,  or  whifper  and  fmile,  and 
you  will  foon  difcover  whether  he  be 
guilty.  Although  this  feem  not  to  the 
purpofe  I am  difcourfmg  on,  yet  I think  it 
to  be  fo  ; for  I am  much  deceived  if  I do 
not  know  the  true  author  of  Bickerflaff’s 
Predictions,  and  did  not  meet  with  him 
fome  days  ago  in  a coffee-houfe  at  Covent- 
Garden. 

As  to  the  matter  of  the  Predictions  them- 
felves,  I fhall  not  enter  upon  the  examina- 
tion of  them  ; but  think  it  very  incum- 
bent upon  the  learned  Mr.  Partridge  to  take 
them  into  his  confideration,  and  lay  as 
jnany  errors  in  aftrology  as  poflible  to  Mr. 
Bickerftaff’s  account.  He  may  juftly,  I 
think,  cliallenge  the  ’Squire  to  publilh  the 
calculation  he  has  made  of  Partridge’s  na- 
tivity, by  the  credit  of  which  he  fo  deter- 
minately  pronounces  the  time  and  the 
manner  of  his  death  ; and  Mr.  Bickerftaff 
can  do  no  lefs,  in  honour,  than  give  Mr. 
Partridge  the  fame  advantage  of  calculat- 
ing'/^, by  fending  him  an  account  of  the 
time  and  place  of  his  birth,  with  other 
particulars  neceflary  for  fuch  a work.  By  . 
which,  no  doubt,  the  learned  world  will 
be  engaged  in  the  difpute,  and  take  part 
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on  each  fide  according  as  they  are  in- 
clined. 

I fhould  likewife  advife  Mr.  Partridge  to 
enquire,  why  Mr.  Bickerftaff  does  not  fo 
much  as  offer  at  one  prediction  to  be  ful-  i 
filled  until  two  months  after  the  time  of 
publifhing  his  paper  ? This  looks  a little 
fufpicious,  as  if  he  were  defirous  to  keep 
the  world  in  play  as  long  as  he  decently 
could,  elfe  it  were  hard  he  could  not  afford 
us  one  prediction  between  this  and  the 
29th  of  March  ; which  is  not  fo  fair  deal- 
ing as  we  have,  even  from  Mr.  Partridge 
and  his  brethren,  who  give  us  their  pre- 
dictions (fuch  as  they  are  indeed)  for  every 
month  in  the  year. 

There  is  one  paflage  in  Mr.  Bickerftaff’s 
paper  that  feems  to  be  as  high  a Itrain  of 
affurance  as  I have  any  where  met  with. 

It  is  that  prediction  for  the  month  of  June 
which  relates  to  the  French  Prophets  here 
in  town ; where  he  tells  us,  “ They  will 
“ utterly  difperfe,  by  feeing  the  time  come 
“ wherein  their  prophecies  fhould  be  ful- 
“ filled,  and  then  finding  themfelves  de- 
“ ceived  by  contrary  events.”  Upon  which 
. he  adds,  with  great  rcafon,  “ his  wonder 
“ how  any  deceiver  can  be  fo  weak,  to 
“ forctcl  tilings  near  at  hand,  when  a very 
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“ few  months  mull  difcover  the  impofture 
**  to  all  the  world.”  This  is  fpoken  with 
a great  deal  of  aflfedted  unconcemedncfs, 
as  if  he  Would  have  us  think  himfelf  to 
be  not  under  the  leaft  apprehenfion,  that 
the  fame  in  two  months  will  be  his  own 
cafe.  With  refpedt  to  the  gentleman,  I 
do  not  remember  to  have  heard  of  fo  re- 
fined and  plcafant  a piece  of  impudence, 
Which  I hope  the  author  will  not  refent  as 
an  uncivil  word,  becaufe  I am  fure  I enter 
into  his  tafte,  and  take  it  as  he  meant  it. 
However,  he  half  deferves  a reprimand  for 
writing  with  fo  much  fcom  and  contempt 
for  the  underftandings  of  the  majority. 

For  the  month  of  July,  he  tells  us  of  “ a 
* general,  who,  by  a glorious  adtion,  will 
“ recover  the  reputation  he  loft  by  former 
“ misfortunes.”  This  is  commonly  under- 
ftood  to  be  Lord  Galloway ; who,  if  he  be 
already  dead,  as  fome  news-papers  have 
it,  Mr.  Bickerftaff  has  made  a trip.  But 
this  I do  not  much  infill  on  ; for  it  is  hard 
if  another  general  cannot  be  found  under 
the  fame  circumjlances , to  whom  this  predic- 
tion may  be  as  well  applied. 

The  French  King’s  death  is  very  pundlu- 
ally  related ; but  it  was  unfortunate  to 
make  him  die  at  Marli,  where  he  never 
a goes 
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goes  at  that  feafon  of  the  year,  as  l observ- 
ed tnyfelf  during  three  years  I paffed  m 
that  kingdom  : And,  difcourfing  fome 
months  ago  with  Monfieur  Tabard,  about 
■the  French  court,  I jfind  that  king  never 
goes  to  Marli  for  any  time,  hut  about 
the  feafon  of  hunting  there,  which  is  apt 
till  Auguft.  So  that  here  was  an  unlucky 
flip  of  Mr.  Bickerllaff,  for  want  of  foreign 
education. 

He  concludes  with  refuming  his  pro- 
mife,  of  publishing  entire  predictions  for 
the  next  year  ; of  which  the  other  aftrolo- 
gers  need  not  be  in  very  much  pain.  I 
fuppofe  we  fhall  have  them  much  about 
the  fame  time  with  The  General  Htjlory  of 
Ears.  I believe  we  have, done  with  him 
for  ever  in  this  kind  ; and,  though  I am 
no  aftrologer,  may  venture  to  prophefy 
that  Ifaac  Bickerllaff,  Efq;  is  now  dead,  and 
died  juft  at  the  time  his  Predictions  were 
ready  for  the  prefs : That  he  dropt  out  of 
the  clouds  about  nine  days  ago,  and,  in 
about  four  hours  after,  mounted  up  thither 
again  like  a vapour ; and  will,  one  day  or 
other,  perhaps  defcend  a fecond  time,  when 
he  has  fome  new,  agreeable,  or  amufing 
whimfy  to  pafs  upon  the  town ; wherein, 
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it  is  very  probable,  he  will  fucceed  as  often 
as  he  is  difpofed  to  try  the  experiment,  that 
is,  as  long  as  he  can  preferve  a thorough 
contempt  for  his  own  time  and  other  peo- 
ple’s underftandings,  and  is  refolved  not 
to  laugh  cheaper  than  at  the  expence  of  a 
million  of  people. 
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H I N T S 

O N 

GOOD  MANNERS* 

« . ■* 

GOo  d Ma  n n e r s is  the  art  of  making 
every  reafonable  perfon  in  the  com- 
pany eafy,  and  to  be  eafy  ourfelves. 

What  pafleth  for  good-manners  in  the 
world,  generally  produceth  quite  contrary 
cffe&s. 

Many  perfons  of  both  fexes,  whom  I 
have  known,  and  who  palled  for  well-bred 
in  their  own  and  the  world’s  opinion,  are 
the  moft  troublefome  in  company  to  others 
and  themfelves. 

Nothing  is  fo  great  an  inftance  of  ill- 
manners  as  flattery.  If  you  flatter  all  the 
company,  you  pleafe  none  ; if  you  flatter 
only  one  or  two,  you  affront  the  reft. 

Flattery  is  the  worft,  and  falfeft  way  of 
flic  wing  our  efteem. 

Where  company  meets,  I am  confident 
the  few  reafonable  perfons  are  every  mi- 
nute tempted  to  curfe  the  man  or  woman 

* See  Vol.XIV.  p.213. 
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among  them,  who  endeavours  to  be  moft 
diitinguifhed  for  their  good-manners. 

A man  of  fenfe  would  rather  fall  till 
night,  than  dine  at /oipe  tables,  where  the 
lady  of  the  houfe  is  poflefled  with  good- 
manners  ; unea£nefjs;  prefling  to  eat,  team- 
ing with  civility ; lefs  pra&ifed  in  England 
than  here. 

Courts  are  the  wo,rft  of  ajl  Schools  to 
teach  good-manner^. 

A courtly  bow,  or  gait,  ,or  drefs,  are  no 
part  of  good-manuqrs.  Ami  (therefore  every 
man  of  good  understanding  is  capable  of 
being  well-bred  upon  any  Qccafion. 

To  fpeak  in  Aten  a manner  as  may  pojfl- 
bly  offend  any  reafonabjc  .perfo.n  in  com- 
pany, is  the  higheft  inftance  of  ill-manners. 

Good-manners  chiefly  confift  in  action, 
not  in  words.  Modefty  and  humility  the 
chief  ingredients. 

I have  known  the  court  of  England  un- 
der four  reigns,  the  two  laft.but  for  a fhort 
time  ; and,  whatever  good-manners  or  po- 
litenefs  I obferved  in  any  of  them,  was  not 
of  the  court-growth,  hut  imported.  For  a 
courtier  by  trade,  as  gentlemen-ufhers, 
bedchamber-women,  maids  of  honour,  * 

#■•***#*******# 
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Of  good  manners  as  to  converfation. 

Men  of  wit  and  good  underftanding,  as 
well  as  breeding,  are  fometimes  deceived, 
and  give  offence  by  conceiving  a better 
opinion  of  thofe  with  whom  they  converfe 
than  they  ought  to  do.  Thus  I have  often 
known  the  moft  innocent  raillery,  and 
even  of  that  kind  which  was  meant  for 
praife,  to  be  miftaken  for  abufe  and  re- 
flexion. 

Of  gibing,  and  how  gibers  ought  to 
fuffer. 

Of  arguers,  perpetual  Contradictors,  long 
talkers,  who  are  abfent  in  .company,  inter- 
rupters, not  liftencrs,  loud  laughers. 

Of  thofe  men  and  women  whofe  face 
is  ever  in  a fmilc,  talk  ever  with  a,  fmile, 
condole  with  a fmile,  &c. 

Argument,  as  ufually  managed,  is  the 
worft  fort  of  converfation  ; as  it  is  gene- 
rally in  books  the  worft  fort  of  reading. 

Good  converfation  is  not  to  be  expected 
in  much  company,  becaufe  few  liften, 
and  there  is  continual  interruption.  But 
good  or  ill  manners  are  difeovered  let  the 
company  be  ever  fo  large. 

Perpetual  aiming  at  wit,  a very  bad  part 
of  converfation.  It  is  done  to  fupport  a 
charaXer : It  generally  fails : It  is  a fort  of 

Vol.XV.  E ^ infult 
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infult  on  the  company,  and  a conflraint 
upon  the  fpeaker. 

For  a man  to  talk  in  his  own  trade,  or 
bufinefs,  or  faculty,  is  a great  breach  of 
good  manners.  Divines,  phyficians,  law* 
yers,  foldiers,  particularly  poets,  are  fre- 
quently guilty  of  this  weaknefs.  A poet 
conceives  that  the  whole  kingdom  * * 
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WHEN 

I COME  TOBE  OLD.  * 

Written  in  the  Year  mdcxcix. 

NOT  to  many  a young  woman. 

Not  to  keep  young  company,  unlefs 
they  really  defire  it. 

Not  to  be  peevilh,  or  morofe,  or  fufpi- 
cious. 

Not  to  fcorn  prefent  ways,  or  wits,  or 
fafhions,  or  men,  or  war,  &c. 

Not  to  be  fond  of  children. 

Not  to  tell  the  fame  Itory  over  and  over 
to  the  fame  people. 

Not  to  be  covetous. 

Not  to  neglect  decency,  or  cleanlinefs, 
for  fear  of  falling  into  naftinefs. 

Not  to  be  over  fevere  with  young  people, 
but  give  allowances  for  their  youthful  fol- 
lies and  weaknefles. 

Not  to  be  influenced  by,  or  give  ear  to 
knavifh  tattling  fervants,  or  others. 

Not  to  be  too  free  of  advice,  nor  trouble 
any  but  thofe  who  defire  it. 

To  defire  fome  good  friends  to  inform 
me  which  of  thefe  refolutions  I break  or 
* • E e 2 negleft, 
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neglect,  and  wherein ; and  reform  accord- 
ingly. 

Not  to  talk  much,  nor  of  myfelf. 

Not  to  boaft  of  my  former  beauty,  or 
ilrength,  or  favour  with  ladies,  &c. 

Not  to  hearken  to  flatteries,  nor  conceive 
I can  be  beloved  by  a young  woman ; et 
eos  qui  hesredllatem  captant,  odijfe  ac  •vitarc. 

Not  to  be  pofitive  or  opiniative. 

Not  to  fet  up  for  obferving  all  thefe  rules, 
for  fear  I Ihould  obferve  none. 
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Laws 

FOR  THE 

t)EAN’s  SERVANTS. 

December  7th,  Mfcccxxxm. 

IF  either  of  the  two  men-fervants  be 
drunk,  he  fhall  pay  an  Englifh  crown 
Out  of  his  wages  for  the  faid  offence,  by 
giving  the  Dean  a receipt  for  fo  much 
wages  received. 

When  the  Dean  is  at  home,  no  fervant 
fhall  prefume  to  be  abfent,  without  giv- 
ing notice  to  the  Dean,  and  diking  leave, 
upon  the  forfeiture  of  fixpence  for  every 
half-hour  that  he  is  abfent,  to  be  flopt  out 
of  his  or  her  board-wages. 

When  die  Dean  is  abroad,  no  fervant, 
except  the  woman,  fhall  prefume  to  leave 
the  houfe  for  above  one  half-hour ; after 
which,  for  every  half-hour’s  abfence  he 
fhall  forfeit  fixpence : And,  if  the  other 
fervant  goes  out  before  the  firft  returns,  he 
fhall  pay  five  fhillings  out  of  his  wages, 
as  above. 
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Whatever  fervant  fhall  be  taken  in  a 
manifeft  lie,  fhall  forfeit  one  fhilliiig  out 
of  his  or  her  board-wages. 

When  the  Dean  goes  about  the  houfe, 
or  out-houfes,  or  garden,  or  to  Naboth’s 
Vineyard,  whatever  things  he  finds  out  o£ 
order,  by  negledt  of  any  fervant  under 
whole  care  it  was,  that  fervant  fhall  for- 
feit lixpence,  and  fee  to  get  it  mended  as 
foon  as  poflible,  or  fufifer  more  forfeitures 
at  the  Dean’s  diferetion. 

If  two  fervants  be  abroad  together  when 
the  Dean  is  from  home,  and  the  fadt  be 
concealed  from  the  Dean,  the  concealer 
Ihall  forfeit  two  crowns  out  of  his  or  her 
wages,  as  above. 

If,  in  waiting  at  table,  the  two  fervants 
be  out  of  the  room  together,  without  or- 
ders, the  laft  who  went  out  fhall  forfeit 
threepence  out  of  his  board-wages. 

The  woman  may  go  out  when  the  Dean 
is  abroad  for  one  hour,  but  no  longer,  un- 
der the  fame  penalty  with  the  men : But 
provided  the  two  men-fervants  keep  the 
houfe  until  fhe  returns  ; otherwife,  either 
of  the  fervants,  who  goes  out  before  her 
return,  fhall  forfeit  a crown  out  of  his 
wages,  as  above. 

, Whatever 
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Whatever  other  laws  the  Dean  fhall  think  . 
fit  to  make,  at  any  time  to  come,  for  the 
government  of  his  fervants,  and  forfeitures 
for  negledt  or  difobedience,  all  the  fer- 
vants (hall  be  bound  to  fubmit  to. 

Whatever  other  fervant,  except  the  Wo- 
man, fhall  prefume  to  be  drunk,  the  other 
two  fervants  lhall  inform  the  Dean  there- 
of, under  pain  of  forfeiting  two  crowns 
out  of  his  or  her  wages,  befides  the  for- 
feiture of  a crown  from  the,;faid  fervant 
who  was  drunk. 
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U A K E R ’ s 

LETTER  from  PHILADELPHIA, 

T O 

JONATHAN  SWIFT  in  DUBLIN. 


Chilad,  March  29,  1729. 

Friend  Jonathan  Swift, 

HAving  been  often  agreeably  amufed 
by  thy  Tale,  &c.  &c.  and  being  now 
loading  a fmall  fhip  for  Dublin,  I have 
fent  thee  a gammon,  the  product  of  the 
wilds  of  America  ; which  perhaps  may  not 
be  unacceptable  at  thy  table,  fince  it  is 
only  defigned  to  let  thee  know  that  thy 
wit  and  parts  are  in  efteem  at  this  diftance  . 
from  the  place  of  thy  refidence.  Thee 
need  afk  no  quell  ions  who  this  comes 
from,  lince  I am  a perfe<5t  ftranger  to 
thee. 
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O F 

Mrs.  H * * * * D. 

Written  in  the  Year  mdccxxvii. 

I Shall  fay  nothing  of  her  wit  or  beauty, 
which  are  allowed  by  all  perfons  who 
can  judge  of  either,  when  they  hear  or 
fee  her.  Befides,_  beauty  being  tranfient, 
and  a trifle,  cannot  jullly  make  part  of 
a character.  And  I leave  others  to  cele- 
brate her  wit,  becaufe  it  will  be  of  no  ufe 
in  that  part  of  her  character  which  I intend 
to.  draw.  Neither  (hall  I relate  any  part  of 
her  loiftory ; further  than,  that  fhe  went, 
in  the  prime  of  her  youth,  to  the  Court  of 
Hanover  with  her  Iiuiband,  and  became 
of  the  Bed-chamber  to  the  prefent  Prin- 
cefs  of  Wales,  living  in  expectation  of  the 
Queen’s  * death  : Upon  which  event  flie 
came  over  with  her  Miflrefs,  and  hath 
ever  fince  continued  in  her  fervice ; where, 
from  the  attendance  daily  paid  her  by  the 
miniflers,  and  all  expectants,  flie-  is  rec- 
koned much  the  greateft  favourite  of  the 

* Queen  Anne. 
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court  at  Leicefter-houfe : A fituation  whicli 
ihe  hath  long  affeCted  to  defirc  that  it 
might  not  be  believed. 

There  is  no  politician  who  more  care- 
fully watches  the  motions  and  difpofitions 
of  things  and  perfons  at  St.  James’s,  nor 
can  form  his  language  with  a more  im- 
perceptible dexterity  to  the  prefent  pofture 
of  a court,  or  more  early  forefee  what 
flyle  may  be  proper  upon  any  approach- 
ing juncture  of  affairs,  whereof  die  can 
gather  early  intelligence  without  afking 
it,  and  often  when  even  thofe  from  whom 
Ike  hath  it  are  not  fenfible  that  they  are 
giving  it  to  her,  but  equally  with  others 
admire  her  fagacity.  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
and  lhe  both  think  they  underfland  each 
other,  and  are  both  equally  miftaken. 

With  perfons  where  lhe  is  to  manage, 
lhe  is  very  dextrous  in  that  point  of  fkill 
which  the  French  call  tater  le  pavt ; with 
others  lhe  is  a great  vindicator  of  all  pre- 
fent proceedings,  but  in  fuch  a manner, 
as  if  lhe  were  under  no  concern  further 
than  her  own  conviction,  and  wondering 
how  any  body  can  think  otherwife.  And 
the  danger  is,  that  lhe  may  come  in  time 
to  believe  herfelf ; which,  under  a change 
of  princes  and  a great  addition  of  credit, 

might 
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might  have  bad  confequences.  She  is  a 
moil  unconfcionable  dealer ; for,  in  return 
of  a few  good  words,  which  ihe  gives  to  her 
lords  and  gentlemen  daily  waiters  before 
their  faces,  fhe  gets  ten  thoufand  from 
them  behind  her  back,  which  are  of  real 
fervice  to  her  character.  The  credit  ihe 
hath  is  managed  with  the  utmoft  thrift ; 
and,  whenever  ihe  employs  it,  which  is 
very  rarely,  it  is  only  upon  fuch  occafions 
where  ihe  is  fure  to  get  much  more  than 
ihe  fpends.  For  inftance,  ihe  would  readily, 
prefs  Sir  Robert  Walpole  to  do  fome  favour 
for  Colonel  Churchill,  or  Doddington  ; die 
Prince,  for  a mark  of  grace  to  Mr.  Schutz  j 
and  the  Princefs,  to  be  kind  to  Mrs.  Clay- 
ton. She  fometimes  falls  into  the  general 
miftake  of  all  courtiers,  which  is  that  of  not 
fuiting  her  talents  to  the  abilities  of  others, 
but  thinking  thofe  fhe  deals  with  to  have 
lefs  art  than  they  really  poilefs ; fo  that 
fhe  may  poilibly  be  deceived  when  ihe 
thinks  ihe  deceiveth. 

In  all  offices  of  life,  except  thofe  of  a 
courtier,  ihe  a<5ts  with  juilice,  generality, 
and  truth.  She  is  ready  to  do  good  as  a 
private  perfon,  and  I would  almoft  think 
in  charity  that  ihe  will  not  do  harm  as  a 
1 courtier. 


Digitized  by  Google 


428  CHARACTER'  of  MRS.  H****D. 

courtier,  unlefs  to  pleafe  thofe  in  chief 
power. 

In  religion  fhe  at  lead  a Latitudinariari, 
being  not  an  enemy  to  books  written  by 
the  Free-thinkers ; and  herein  fhe  is  the 
more  blameable,  becaufe  fhe  hath  too 
much  morality  to  Hand  in  need  of  them, 
requiring  only  a due  degree  of  faith  for 
putting  her  in  the  road  to  falvation.  I 
fpeak  this  of  her  as  a private  Lady,  not  as 
a Court-favourite  ; for,  in  the  latter  capa- 
city, fhe  can  fhew  neither  fiitn  nor  works. 

If  fhe  had  never  feen  a court,  it  is  not 
impofliblc  that  fhe  might  have  been  a 
friend. 

She  abounds  in  good  words  and  expref- 
fions  of  good  wifhes,  and  will  concert  a 
hundred  fchemes  for  the  fervice  of  thofe 
whom  fhe  would  be  thought  to  favour: 
Schemes  -that  fometimes  arife  from  them, 
and  fometimes  from  herfelf ; although, 
at  the  fame  time,  fhe  very  well  knows 
them  to  be  without  the  lead  probability 
of  fuccceding.  But,  to  do  her  juftice,  fhe 
never  feeds  or  deceives  any  perfon  with 
promifes,  where  fhe  doth  not  at  the  fame 
time  intend  a degree  of  fmcerity. 

She  is,  upon  the  whole,  an  excellent 
companion  for  men  of  the  bed  accom- 
9 plifliments, 
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plifhments,  who  have  nothing  to  delire 
or  expedt. 

What  part  Ihe  may  adt  hereafter  in  a 
larger  fphere,  as  Lady  of  the  Bed-chamber 
to  a great  Qj-n,  (upon  fuppoling  the 
death  of  his  prefent  Majelty  *,  and  of  the 
Earl  of  Suffolk,  to  whofe  title  her  hufband 
fucceeds)  and  in  high  elleem  with  a K. — g, 
neither  Ihe  nor  I can  foretel.  My  own  opi- 
nion is  natural  and  obvious,  that  her  ta- 
lents as  a courtier  will  fpread,  enlarge, 
and  multiply  to  fuch  a degree,  that  her 
private  virtues,  for  want  of  room  and 
time  to  operate,  will  be  laid  up  clean 
(like  clothes  in  a cheft),  to  be  ufed  and 
put  on,  whenever  fatiety,  or  fome  reverfe 
of  fortune,  or  encreafe  of  ill  health,  (to 
which  laffc  Ihe  is  fubjedt)  {hall  difpofe  her 
to  retire.  In  the  mean-time,  it  will  be 
her  wifdom  to  take  care  that  they  may 
not  be  tamifhed  or  moth-eaten,  for  want 
of  airing  and  turning  at  leaft  once  a year. 

* George  the  Firft, 
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CHARACTER 

O F 

DOCTOR  SHERIDAN. 

Written  in  the  Year  m dcc  xxxviii. 

t 

DOctor  Thomas  Sheridan  died  at 
Rathfamam  the  tenth  of  October 
1738,  at  three  of  the  clock  in  the  after- 
noon: His  difeafes  were  a dropfy  and 
afthma.  He  was  doubtlefs  the  beft  in- 
ltrudtor  of  youth  in  thefe  kingdoms,  or 
perhaps  in  Europe  ; and  as  great  a mailer 
of  the  Greek  and  Roman  languages.  He 
had  a very  fruitful  invention,  and  a talent 
for  poetry.  His  Englilh  verfes  were  full 
of  wit  and  humour,  but  neither  his  profe 
nor  verfe  fufficiently  correct : However,  he 
would  readily  fubmit  to  any  friend  who 
had  a true  tafte  in  profe  or  verfe.  He  hath 
left  behind  him  a very  great  collection,  in 
feveral  volumes,  of  llories,  humorous,  wit- 
ty, wife,  or  fome  way  ufeful,  gathered 
from  a vail  number  of  Greek,  Roman,  Ita- 
lian, Spanilh,  French,  and  Englilh  writers. 

I believe  I may  have  feen  about  thirty, 
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large  enough  to  make  as  many  moderate 
books  in  odlavo.  But,  among  thofe  extracts, 
there  were  many  not  worth  regard ; for 
five  in  fix,  at  lead,  were  of  little  ufe  or  en- 
tertainment. He  was  (as  it  is  frequently 
the  cafe  in  men  of  wit  and  learning)  what 
the  French  call  a Dupe , and  in  a very  high 
degree.  The  greateft  dunce  of  a tradef- 
man  could  impofe  upon  him,  for  he  was 
altogether  ignorant  in  worldly  manage- 
ment. His  chief  lhining  quality  was  that 
of  a fehool-malter ; here  he  Ihone  in  his 
proper  element.  He  had  fo  much  lkill  and 
practice  in  the  phyfiognomy  of  boys,  that 
he  rarely  miftook  at  the  firft  view.  His 
fcholars  loved  and  feared  him.  Fie  often 
rather  chofe  to  fhame  the  ftupid,  but  pu- 
niflied  the  idle,  and  expofed  them  to  all 
the  lads,  which  was  more  fevcre  than 
lalhing.  Among  the  gentlemen  in  this 
kingdom  who  have  any  fhare  of  education, 
the  fcholars  of  Dr.  Sheridan  infinitely  excel, 
in  number  and  knowledge,  all  their  bre- 
thren fent  from  other  fchools. 

To  look  on  the  Doctor  in  fome  other 
lights,  he  was  in  many  things  very  indis- 
creet, to  fay  no  worfe.  He  adled  like 
too  many  clergymen,  who  are  in  hafte 
fo  be  married  when  very  young ; and 

from 
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from  hence  proceeded  all  the  miferies  of 
his  life.  The  portion  he  got  proved  to 
be  juft  the  reverfe  of  500  /.  for  he  was 
poorer  by  a thoufand : So  many  incum- 
brances of  a mother-in-law,  and  poor  re- 
lations, whom  he  was  forced  to  fupport 
for  many  years.  Inftead  of  breeding  up 
his  daughters  to  houfewifery  and  plain 
cloaths,  he  got  them,  at  a great  expence, 
to  be  clad  like  ladies  who  had  plentiful  for- 
tunes ; made  them  only  learn  to  ling  and 
dance,  to  draw  and  defign,  to  give  them 
rich  filks,  and  other  fopperies ; and  his 
two  eldeft  were  married  without  his  con- 
fent,  to  young  lads  who  had  nothing  to 
fettle  on  them.  However,  he  had  one  fon, 
whom  the  Doctor  fent  to  Weftminfter- 
fchool,  although  he  could  ill  afford  it. 
The  boy  was  there  immediately  taken  no- 
tice of,  upon  examination ; although  a 
mere  ftranger,  he  was  by  pure  merit  elect- 
ed a King’s  fcholar.  It  is  true  their  main- 
tainance  falls  fomething  fhort : The  Doc- 
tor was  then  fo  poor,  that  he  could  not 
add  fourteen  pounds,  to  enable  the  boy  to 
finifh  the  year ; which,  if  he  had  done, 
he  would  have  been  removed  to  a higher 
clafs,  and,  in  another  year,  would  have 
been  fped  off  (that  is  the  plirafe)  to  a 
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Fellowfhip  in  Oxford  or  Cambridge:  But 
the  Dodtor  was  forced  to  recal  him  to  Dub- 
lin, and  had  friends  in  our  univerfity  to 
fend  him  there,  where  he  hath  been  cho- 
fen  of  the  foundation ; and,  I think,  hath 
gotten  an  exhibition,  and  defigns  to  (land 
for  a fellowfhip. 

The  Dodtor  had  a good  church-living,  in 
the  fouth  parts  of  Ireland,  given  him  by 
Lord  Carteret ; who,  being  very  learned 
himfelf,  encourageth  it  in  others.  A friend 
of  the  Dodtor’s  prevailed  on  his  Excellency 
to  grant  it.  The  living  was  well  worth 
150  /.  per  annum . He  changed  it  very  foon 
for  that  of  Dunboyn ; which,  by  the  knave- 
ry of  the  farmers  and  power  of  the  gentle- 
men, fell  fo  very  low,  that  he  could  never 
get  80/.  He  then  changed  that  living  for 
the  free-fchool  of  Cavan,  where  he  might 
have  lived  well,  in  fo  cheap  a country,  on 
80  /.  falary  per  annum , belides  his  fcholars  : 
But  the  air,  he  faid,  was  too  moift  and  un- 
wholefome,  and  he  could  not  bear  the  com- 

1 

pany  of  fome  perfons  in  that  neighbour- 
hood. Upon  this  he  fold  the  fchool  for 
about  400  /.  fpent  the  money,  grew  into 
difeafes,  and  died. 

Vol  .XV.  Ff  It 
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It  would  be  very  honourable,  as  well  as 
juft,  in  thofe  many  perfons  of  quality  and 
fortune,  who  had  the  advantage  of  being 
educated  under  Dottor  Sheridan,  if  they 
would  pleafe  to  ereft  fome  decent  monu- 
ment over  his  body,  in  the  church  where 
it  is  depofited. 
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SECOND  SOLOMON*. 

Written  in  the  Year  m dcc  xxix. 

HE  became  acquainted  with  a perfon 
diftinguifhed  for  poetical  and  other 
writings,  and  in  an  eminent  flation,  who 
treated  him  with  great  kindnefs  on  all  oc- 
cafions,  and  he  became  familiar  in  this 
perfon’s  houfe  f-  In  three  months  time,  So- 
lomon, without  the  lead  provocation,  writ 
a long  poem,  defcribing  that  perfon’s  mufe 
to  be  dead,  and  making  a funeral  folem- 
nity  with  afles,  owls,  &c.  and  gave  the 
copy  among  all  his  acquaintance. 

Solomon  became  acquainted  with  a moll 
dcferving  lady,  an  intimate  friend  of  the 
above  perfon  J,  who  entertained  him  alfo 
as  flie  would  a brother ; and,  upon  giving 
him  a little  good  advice,  in  the  mod  decent 
manner,  with  relation  to  his  wife,  he  told 
her,  She  was  like  other  women,  as  bad  as 
lhe  was,  and  that  they  were  all  alike : Al- 

* Dr.  Sheridan.  t Dean  Swift.  % Stella. 
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though  his  wife  be,  in  every  regard  ex- 
cept gallantry,  (which  no  creature  would 
attempt)  the  moll  difagreeable  bcaft  in 
Europe. 

He  lets  his  wife  (whom  he  pretends  to 
hate  as  ihe  deferves)  govern,  infult,  and 
ruin  him,  as  die  pleafes.  Her  chara&er 
is  this : Her  perfon  is  deteftably  difagree- 
ablc  a moil  filthy  fiut ; lazy,  and  flothful, 
and  luxurious,  ill-natured,  envious,  fufpi- 
cious  } a fcold,  expenfive  on  herfelf,  covet- 
ous to  others:  She  takes  thieves  and 

whores,  for  cheapnefs,  to  be  her  fervants, 
and  turns  them  off  every  week : Pofitive, 
infolent,  an  ignorant,  prating,  overween- 
ing fool ; a lover  of  the  dirtied,  meaneft 
company : An  abominable  tatler,  affe&ing 
to  be  jealous  of  her  huiband  with  ladies  of 
die  bed  rank  and  merit,  and  merely  out 
of  affectation  for  perfect  vanity. 

Solomon  has  no  ill-defign  upon  any  per- 
son but  himfelf,  and  he  is  the  greated  de- 
ceiver of  himfelf  on  all  occafions. 

His  thoughts  are  fudden,  and  the  moll 
unreafonable  always  comes  uppermoft ; 
and  he  condantly  refolves  and  a<ts  upon 
his  firft  thoughts,  and  then  aiks  advice, 

. but  never  once  before. 
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The  perfon  above-mentioned,  whom  he 
lampooned  in  three  months  after  their 
acquaintance,  procured  him  a good  prefer- 
ment from  the  Lord  Lieutenant : Upon  go- 
ing down  to  take  pofleffion,  Solomon 
preached,  at  Cork,  a fermon  on  King 
George’s  birth-day,  on  this  text,  Sufficient 
to  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof.  Solomon,  hav- 
ing been  famous  for  a high  Toiy,  and  fuf- 
pe<5ted  as  a Jacobite,  it  was  a moll  difficult 
thing  to  get  any  thing  for  him : But  that 
perfon,  being  an  old  friend  of  Lord  Car- 
teret, prevailed  againll  all  Solomon’s  ene- 
mies, and  got  him  made  likewife  one  of 
his  Excellency’s  chaplains.  But,  upon  this 
fermon,  he  was  ftruck  out  of  the  lift,  and 
forbid  the  Caftle,  until  that  fame  perfon 
brought  him  again  to  the  Lieutenant,  and 
made  them  friends. 

A fancy  fprung  in  Solomon’s  head,  that 
a houfe  near  Dublin  would  be  commodious 
for  him  and  his  boarders,  to  lodge  in  on 
Saturdays  and  Sundays:  Immediately, with- 
out confulting  with  any  creature,  he  takes 
a leafe  of  a rotten  houfe  at  Rathfarnam, 
the  worft  air  in  Ireland,  for  999  years,  at 
twelve  pounds  a year ; the  land,  which 
was  only  a ftrip  of  ground,  not  being 
worth  twenty  Ihillings  a year.  When  the 
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fame  perfon  whom  he  lampooned  heard 
the  thing,  he  begged  Solomon  to  get  a 
claufe  of  furrender,  and  at  laft  prevailed 
to  have  it  done  after  twenty-one  years  ; 
becaufe  it  was  a madnefs  to  pay  eleven 
pounds  a year,  for  a thoufand  years,  for  a 
houfe  that  could  not  laft  twenty.  But  So- 
lomon made  an  agreement  with  his  land- 
lady that  he  fhould  be  at  liberty  to  fur- 
render  his  leafe  in  feven  years ; and,  if  he 
did  not  do  it  at  that  time,  fhould  be  obliged 
to  keep  it  for  999  years.  In  the  mean- 
time, he  expends  about  one  hundred 
pounds  on  the  houfe  and  garden-wall ; 
and,  in  lefs  than  three  years,  contracts 
fuch  a hatred  to  the  houfe,  that  he  lets 
it  run  to  ruin:  So  that,  when  the  feven 
• years  are  expired,  he  muft  either  take  it 
for  the  remainder  of  the  999  years,  or  be 
fued  for  wafte,  and  lofe  all  the  money  he 
laid  out : And  now  he  pays  twelve  pounds 
a year  for  a place  he  never  fees. 

Solomon  has  an  eftate  of  about  thirty- 
five  pounds  per  annum,  in  the  county  of  Ca- 
van ; upon  which,  inftead  of  ever  receiving 
one  penny  rent,  he  hath  expended  above 
thirty  pound  per  annum,  in  buildings  and 
plantations,  which  are  all  gone  to  ruin. 


Solomon 
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Solomon  is  under-tenant  to  a Bifhop’s 
1-eafe:  He  is  bound  by  articles  to  his  Lord- 
fhip  to  renew  and  pay  a fine,  whenever  the 
Bilhop  renews  with  his  landlord,  and  to 
raife  his  rent  as  the  landlord  fliall  raife  it 
to  the  Bifhop.  Seven  years  expire : Solo- 
mon’s landlord  demands  a fine,  which  he 
readily  pays ; then  afks  for  a leafe : The 
landlord  fays,  he  may  have  it  at  any 
time.  He  never  gets  it.  Another  feven 
years  elapfe : Solomon’s  landlord  demands 
another  fine,  and  an  additional  rent : Solo- 
mon pays  both ; afks  to  have  his  leafe 
renewed:  The  fleward  anfwers,  he  will 
fpeak  to  his  mailer.  Seventeen  years  are 
elapfed : The  landlord  fends  Solomon  word 
that  his  leafe  is  forfeited,  becaufe  he  hath 
not  renewed  and  paid  his  fines  according 
to  articles  ; and  now  they  are  at  law  upon 
this  admirable  cafe. 

It  is  Solomon’s  great  happinefs,  that, 
when  he  acTs  in  the  common  concerns  of 
life  againft  common  fenfe  and  rcafon,  he 
values  himfelf  thereupon  as  if  it  were  the 
mark  of  a great  genius,  above  little  re- 
gards or  arts,  and  that  his  thoughts  are 
too  exalted  to  defeend  into  the  knowledge 
of  vulgar  management ; and  you  cannot 
miike  him  a greater  compliment  than  by 
F f 4 telling 
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telling  inftances  to  the  company,  before 
his  face,  how  carelefs  he  was  in  any  affair 
that  related  to  his  intereft  and  fortune. 

He  is  extremely  proud  and  captious,  apt 
to  refent  as  an  affront  and  indignity,  what 
was  never  intended  for  either. 

He  is  allured  as  eafily  by  every  new  ac- 
quaintance, efpecially  among  women,  as 
a child  is  by  a new  play-thing,  and  is  led 
at  will  by  them  to  fufpedl  and  quarrel  with 
his  beft  friends,  of  whom  he  hath  loft  the 
greatcft  part,  for  want  of  that  indulgency 
which  they  ought  to  allow  for  his  failings. 

He  is  a generous,  honeft,  good-natured 
man  j but  his  perpetual  want  of  judgment 
and  difcretion,  makes  him  a<5t  as  if  he  were 
neither  generous,  honeft,  nor  good-natured. 

The  perfon  above-mentioned,  whom  he 
lampooned,  and  to  whom  he  owes  his 
preferment,  being  in  the  country  and  out 
of  order ; Solomon  had  appointed  to  come 
for  him  with  a chaife,  and  bring  him  to 
town.  Solomon  fent  him  word  that  he  was 
to  fet  out  on  Monday,  and  did  accordingly, 
but  to  another  part  of  the  kingdom,  thirty 
miles  wide  of  the  place  appointed,  in  com- 
pliment to  a lady  who  was  going  that  way ; 
there  (laid,  with  her  and  her  family,  a 
month,  then  fent  the  chaife,  in  the  midft 
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of  winter,  to  bring  the  laid  perfon,  where 
Solomon  would  meet  him,  declaring  he 
could  not  venture  himfelf  for  fear  of  the 
froft : And  upon  the  faid  perfon’s  refilling 
to  go  in  the  chaife  alone,  or  to  trull  to 
Solomon’s  appointment,  and  being  in  ill 
health ; Solomon  fell  into  a formal  quar- 
• rel  with  that  perfon,  and  foully  mifrepre- 
fented  the  whole  affair  to  juflify  himfelf. 

Solomon  had  publiihed  a humourous 
ballad,  called  Balyfpellin  *,  whither  he 
had  gone  to  drink  the  waters,  with  a 
new  favourite  lady.  The  ballad  was  in 
the  manner  of  Mr.  Gay’s  on  Molly  Mogg , 
pretending  to  contain  all  the  rhymes  of 
Balyfpellin.  His  friend,  the  perfon  fo 
often  mentioned,  being  at  a gentleman’s 
houfe  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  merry 
over  Solomon’s  ballad,  they  agreed  to  make 
another,  in  difpraife  of  Balyfpellin-wells, 
which  Solomon  had  celebrated,  and  with 
all  new  rhymes  not  made  ufe  of  in  So- 
lomon’s j\  The  thing  was  done,  and  all  in 
a mere  jefl  and  innocent  merriment.  Yet 
Solomon  was  prevailed  upon,  by  the  Lady 
he  went  with,  to  refent  this  as  an  affront 
on  her  and  himfelf ; which  he  did  accord- 
ingly, againft  all  the  rules  of  reafon,  tafte, 
• See  Vol.  XIV.  p.  233,  + Ibid.  p.  237. 
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good-nature,  judgment,  gratitude,  or  com- 
mon manners. 

He  will  invite  fix  or  more  people  of  con- 
dition to  dine  with  him  on  a certain  day, 
fome  of  them  living  five  or  fix  miles  from 
town.  On  the  day  appointed  he  will  be 
abfent,  and  know  nothing  of  the  matter, 
and  they  all  go  back  difappointed : When 
he  is  told  of  this,  he  is  pleafed,  becaufe  it 
fhews  him  to  be  a genius  and  a man  of 
learning. 

Having  lain  many  years  under  the  ob- 
loquy of  a high  Tory  and  Jacobite,  upon 
the  prefent  Queen’s  birth-day  he  writ  a 
fong,  to  be  performed  before  the  Govern- 
ment and  thofe  who  attended  them,  in 
praife  of  the  Queen  and  the  King,  on  the 
common  topics  of  her  beauty,  wit,  family, 
love  of  England,  and  all  other  virtues, 
wherein  the  King  and  the  Royal  Children 
were  fharers.  It  was  very  hard  to  avoid 
the  common  topics,  which  were  men- 
tioned in  abundance.  A young  collegian, 
who  had  done  the  fame  job  the  year  be- 
fore, got  fome  reputation  on  the  account 
of  his  wit : Solomon  would  needs  vie  with 
him,  by  which  he  loft  all  the  efteem  of  his 
old  friends  the  Tories,  and  got  not  the  leaft 
intercft  with  the  Whigs  ; for  they  are  now 
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too  ftrong  to  want  advocates  of  that  kind: 
And  therefore  one  of  the  Lords  Juftices, 
reading  the  verfes  in  fome  company,  faid, 
“ Ah,  Dotfior,  this  fhall  not  do.”  His  name 
was  at  length  in  the  title-page  ; and  he  did 
this  without  the  knowledge  or  advice  of 
one  living  foul,  as  he  himfelf  confefleth. 

His  full'  conviction  of  having  atfied 
wrong,  in  a hundred  inftances,  leaves  him 
as  pofitive  in  the  next  inftance  as  if  he  had 
never  been  miftaken  in  his  life : And  if 
you  go  to  him  the  next  day,  and  find  him 
convinced  in  the  laft,  he  hath  another  in- 
fiance ready,  wherein  he  is  as  pofitive  as 
he  was  the  day  before. 


[ 444  ] 


ON  THE  DEATH  OF 

Mrs,  JOHNSON,  [STELLA.] 

THIS  day,  being  Sunday  January  28th 
1727-8,  about  eight  o’clock  at  night 
a fervant  brought  me  a note,  with  an  ac- 
count of  the  death  of  the  trueft,  moll  vir- 
tuous, and  valuable  friend,  that  I or  per- 
haps any  other  perfon  ever  was  bleffed 
with.  She  expired  about  fix  in  the  even- 
ing of  this  day ; and,  as  foon  as  I am  left 
alone,  which  is  about  eleven  at  night,  I 
refolve,  for  my  own  fatisfadion,  to  fay 
fomething  of  her  life  and  character. 

She  was  bom  at  Richmond  in  Surrev. 
on  the  thirteenth  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  1681.  Her  father  was  a younger 
brother  of  a good  family  in  Nottingham- 
fhire,  her  mother  of  a lower  degree  ; and 
indeed  Ihe  had  little  to  boall  of  her  birth. 
I knew  her  from  fix  years  old,  and  had 
fome  lhare  in  her  education,  by  directing 
what  books  Ihe  fhould  read,  and  perpetu- 
ally inllruding  her  in  the  principles  of 
honour  and  virtue  ; from  which  llie  never 
fwerved  in  any  one  adion  or  moment  of 

her 
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her  life.  She  was  fickly  from  her  child- 
hood until  about  the  age  of  fifteen:  But 
then  grew  into  perfect  health,  and  was 
looked  upon  as  one  of  the  moft  beautiful, 
graceful,  and  agreeable  young  women  in 
London,  only  a little  too  fat.  Her  hair 
was  blacker  than  a raven,  and  every  fea- 
ture of  her  face  in  perfection.  She  lived 
generally  in  the  country,  with  a family, 
where  fhe  contracted  an  intimate  friend- 
ihip  with  another  lady  of  more  advanced 
years.  I was  then  (to  my  mortification) 
fettled  in  Ireland ; and,  about  a year  after, 
going  to  vifit  my  friends  in  England,  I 
found  fhe  was  a little  uneafy  upon  the  death 
of  a perfon  on  whom  fhe  had  fome  depen- 
dance.  Her  fortune,  at  that  time,  was  in 
all  not  above  fifteen  hundred  pounds,  the 
intereft  of  which  was  but  a fcanty  main- 
tenance, in  fo  dear  a country,  for  one  of 
her  fpirit.  Upon  this  confideration,  and 
indeed  very  much  for  my  own  fatisfaCtion,  * 
who  had  few  friends  or  acquaintance  in 
Ireland,  I prevailed  with  her  and  her  dear 
friend  and  companion,  the  other  lady,  to 
draw  what  money  they  had  into  Ireland, 
a great  part  of  their  fortune  being  in  an- 
nuities upon  funds.  Money  was  then  at 

* Mr».  Dingley. 
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ten per  cent,  in  Ireland,  befides  the  advantage 
of  returning  it,  and  all  neceflaries  of  life 
at  half  the  price.  They  complied  with  my 
advice,  and  foon  after  came  over ; but, 
I happening  to  continue  fome  time  longer 
in  England,  they  were  much  difcouraged 
to  live  in  Dublin,  where  they  were  wholly 
Grangers.  She  was  at  that  time  about 
nineteen  years  old,  and  her  perfon  was 
foon  dillinguilhed.  But  die  adventure 
looked  fo  like  a frolic,  the  cenfure  held, 
for  fome  time,  as  if  there  were  a fecret 
hillory  in  fuch  a removal ; which,  how- 
ever, foon  blew  off  by  her  excellent  con- 
duct. She  came  over  with  her  friend  on 
the  in  the  year  170 — ; and  they 

both  lived  together  until  this  day,  when 
death  removed  her  from  us.  For  fome 
years  pall,  Ihe  had  been  vifited  with  con- 
tinual ill-health ; and  feveral  times,  within 
thefe  lalt  two  years,  her  life  was  defpaired 
of.  But,  for  tliis  twelve-month  pall,  £he 
never  had  a day’s  health ; and,  properly 
fpeaking,  Ihe  hath  been  dying  fix  months, 
but  kept  alive,  almoll  again!!  nature,  by 
the  generous  kindnefs  of  two  phyficians, 
and  the  care  of  her  friends.  Thus  far  I 
writ  the  fame  night  between  eleven  and 
twelve.  2 

Never 
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Never  was  any  of  her  fex  born  with  bet- 
ter gifts  of  the  mind,  or  more  improved 
them  by  reading  and  converl'ation.  Yet 
her  memory  was  not  of  the  bell,  and  was 
impaired  in  the  latter  years  of  her  life. 
But  I cannot  call  to  mind  that  I ever  once 
heard  her  make  a wrong  judgment  of  per- 
fons,  books,  or  affairs.  Her  advice  was 
always  the  beft,  and  with  the  greateft 
freedom,  mixt  with  the  greateft  decency. 
She  had  a gracefulnefs  foniewhat  more 
than  human  in  every  motion,  word,  and 
action.  Never  was  fo  happy  a conjunction 
of  civility,  freedom,  eaiinefs  and  ftncerity. 
There  feemed  to  be  a combination  among 
all  that  knew  her,  to  treat  her  with  a dig- 
nity much  beyond  her  rank:  Yet  people 
of  all  forts  were  never  more  eafy  than  in 
her  company.  Mr.  Addifon,  when  he  was 
in  Ireland,  being  introduced  to  her,  imme- 
diately found  her  out ; and,  if  he  had  not 
foon  after  left  the  kingdom,  affured  me  lie 
would  have  ufed  all  endeavours  to  culti- 
vate her  friendfhip.  A rude  or  conceited 
coxcomb  paffed  his  time  very  ill,  upon  the 
leaft  breach  of  refpedl ; for,  in  fuch  a cafe, 
fhe  had  no  mercy,  but  was  fure  to  expofe 
him  to  the  contempt  of  the  ftanders-by  j 
yet  in  fuch  a manner  as  he  was  alhamed 

to 
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to  complain,  and  durft  not  refent.  All  of  ns, 
who  had  the  happinefs  of  her  friendfhip, 
agreed  unanimoufly,  that,  in  an  afternoon 
or  evening’s  converfation,  Ihe  never  failed 
before  we  parted  of  delivering  the  heft 
thing  that  was  faid  in  the  company.  Some 
of  us  have  written  down  feveral  of  her 
fayings,  or  what  the  French  call  Bon  Moti, 
wherein  Ihe  excelled  almoft  beyond  be- 
lief *.  She  never  miftook  the  underftand- 
ing  of  others ; nor  ever  faid  a fevere  word, 
but  where  a much  feverer  was  deferved. 

Herfervants  loved  and  almoft  adored  her 
at  the  fame  time.  She  would,  upon  occa- 
fions,  treat  them  with  freedom,  yet  her  de- 
meanour was  fo  awful,  that  they  durft  not 
fail  in  the  leaft  point  of  refpedt.  She  chid 
them  feldom,  but  it  was  with  .feverity, 
which  had  an  effedt  upon  them  for  a long 
time  after. 

January  29th,  My  head  achs,  and  I can 
write  no  more. 

January  30th,  Tuefday. 

This  is  the  night  of  the  funeral,  which 
my  ficknefs  will  not  fuffer  me  to  attend. 
It  is  now  nine  at  night,  and  I am  removed 
into'  another  apartment,  that  I may  not  fee 
the  light  in  the  church,  which  is  juft  over 
againft  the  window  of  my  bedchamber.  . 

* See  Vol.  XII.  p.  324.  With 
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With  all  the  foftnefs  of  temper  that  be- 
came a lady,  Ihe  had  the  perfonal  courage 
of  a hero.  She  and  her  friend  having  re- 
moved their  lodgings  to  a new  houfe, 
which  flood  folitary,  a parcel  of  rogues, 
armed,  attempted  the  houfe,  where  there 
was  only  one  boy : She  was  then  about 
four  and  twenty : And,  having  been  warn- 
ed ta  apprehend  fome  fuch  attempt,  Ihe 
learned  the  management  of  a piftol ; and, 
the  other  women  and  fervants  being  half- 
dead with  fear,  Ihe  ftole  foftly  to  her 
dining-room  window,  put  on  a black  hood, 
to  prevent  being  feen,  primed  the  piftol 
frefli,  gently  lifted  up  the  fafh ; and,  tak- 
ing her  aim  with  the  utmoft  prefence  of 
mind,  difcharged  the  piftol  loaden  with 
the  bullets,  into  the  body  of  one  villain, 
who  flood  the  faireft  mark.  The  fellow, 
mortally  wounded,  was  carried  off  by  the 
reft,  and  died  the  next  morning,  but  his 
companions  could  not  be  found.  The 
Duke  of  Ormond  hath  often  drank  her 
health  to  me  upon  that  account,  and  had 
always  an  high  efteem  of  her.  She  was 
indeed  under  fome  apprehenlions  of  going 
in  a boat,  after  fome  danger  Ihe  had  nar- 
rowly efcaped  by  water,  but  ihe  was  rea- 
foned  thoroughly  out  of  it.  She  was  never 
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known  to  cry  out,  or  difcover  any  fear,  in 
a coach  or  on  horfeback,  or  any  uneafinefs 
by  thofe  fudden  accidents  with  which  mod 
of  her  fex,  cither  by  weaknefs  or  affecta- 
tion, appear  fo  much  difordered. 

She  never  had  the  leaft  abfence  of  mind 
in  converfation,  nor  given  to  interruption, 
or  appeared  eager  to  put  in  her  word  by 
waiting  impatiently  until  another  had 
done.  She  fpoke  in  a moft  agreeable 
voice,  in  the  plained:  words,  never  hefi- 
tating,  except  out  of  modefty  before  new 
faces,  where  fhe  was  fomewhat  referred; 
nor,  among  her  neareft  friends,  ever  fpoke 
much  at  a time.  She  was  but  little  verfed 
in  the  common  topics  of  female  chat ; fcan- 
dal,  cenfure,  and  detra&ion,  never  came 
out  of  her  mouth:  Yet,  among  a few  friends, 
in  private  converfation,  {he  made  little  cere- 
mony in  difcovering  her  contempt  of  a 
coxcomb,  and  defcribing  all  his  follies  to 
the  life ; but  the  follies  of  her  own  fex  {he 
was  rather  inclined  to  extenuate  or  to  pity. 

When  fhe  was  once  convinced  by  open 
fa<5ts  of  any  breach  of  truth  or  honour, 
in  a perfon  of  high  ftation,  efpecially  in 
the  church,  Ihe  could  not  conceal  her  in- 
dignation, nor  hear  them  named  without 
{hewing  her  difpleafure  in  her  counte- 
i _ nance ; 
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nance ; particularly  one  or  two  of  the  latter 
fort,  whom  Ihe  had  known  arid  efleeined, 
but  detelled  above  all  mankind,  when  it 
was  manifeft  that  they  had  facrificcd  thofe 
two  precious  virtues  to  their  ambition,  and 
would  much  fooncr  have  forgiven  them 
the  common  immoralities  of  the  laity. 

Her  frequent  fits  of  ficknefs,  in  moll 
parts  of  her  life,  had  prevented  her  from 
making  that  progrefs  in  reading  which  fhe 
would  otherwife  have  done.  She  was  well 
verfed  in  the  Greek  and  Roman  flory, 
and  was  not  unfkilled  in  that  of  France 
and  England.  She  fpoke  French  perfectly, 
but  forgot  much  of  it  by  negledl  and  fick- 
nefs. She  had  read  carefully  all  the  bed 
books  of  travels,  which  ferve  to  open  and 
enlarge  the  mind.  She  underflood  the 
Platonic  and  Epicurean  philofophy,  and 
judged  very  well  of  the  defeats  of  the  latter. 
She  made  very  judicious  abdracls  of  the 
bed  books  fhe  had  read.  She  underflood 
the  nature  of  government,  and  could  point 
out  all  the  errors  of  Hobbes,  both  in  that 
and  religion.  She  had  a good  infight  into 
phyfic,  and  knew’  fomewhat  of  anatomy ; 
in  both  which  fhe  was  inflru&ed  in  her 
younger  days  by  an  eminent  phyfician,  who 
had  her  long  under  his  care,  and  bore  the 
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higheft  efteem  for  her  perfon  and  under- 
handing.  She  had  a true  tafte  of  wit  and 
good  fenfe,  both  in  poetry  and  profe,  and 
was  a perfect  good  critic  of  flyle : Neither 
was  it  eafy  to  find  a more  proper  or  impar- 
tial judge,  whofe  advice  an  author  might 
better  rely  on,  if  he  intended  to  fend  a thing 
into  the  world,  provided  it  was  on  a fubje<5t 
that  came  within  the  compafs  of  her  know- 
ledge. Yet,  perhaps,  {he  was  fometimes 
too  fevere,  which  is  a fafe  and  pardonable 
error.  She  preferved  her  wit,  judgment, 
and  vivacity  to  the  lafl,  but  often  ufed  to 
complain  of  her  memory. 

Her  fortune,  with  fome  accefiion,  could 
not,  as  I have  heard  fay,  amount  to  much 
more  than  two  thoufand  pounds,  whereof 
a great  part  fell  with  her  life,  having  been 
placed  upon  annuities  in  England,  and 
one  in  Ireland.  In  a perfon  fo  extraordi- 
nary, perhaps  it  may  be  pardonable  to 
mention  fome  particulars,  although  of 
little  moment,  further  than  to  fet  forth 
her  character.  Some  prefents  of  gold- 
pieces  being  often  made  to  her  while 
Ihe  was  a girl,  by  her  mother  and  other 
friends,  on  promife  to  keep  them,  fhe  grew 
into  fuch  a fpirit  of  thrift,  that,  in  about 
three  years,  they  amounted  to  above  two 
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hundred  pounds.  She  ufed  to  fhew  them 
with  boafting;  but  her  mother,  apprehend- 
ing fhe  would  be  cheated  of  them,  pre- 
vailed, in  fome  months,  and  with  great 
importunities,  to  have  them  put  out  to 
intereft:  When  the  girl  loft  the  pleafure 
of  feeing  and  counting  her  gold,  which 
flie  never  failed  of  doing  many  times  in  4 
day,  and  defpaircd  of  heaping  up  fuch 
another  treafure,  her  humour  took  the 
quite  contrary  turn ; She  grew  carelefs  and 
fquandering  of  every  new  acquifition,  and 
fo  continued  till  about  two  and  twenty ; 
when,  by  advice  of  fome  friends,  and  the 
fright  of  paying  large  bills  of  tradefmen, 
who  enticed  her  into  their  debt,  fhe  be- 
gan to  refledl  upon  her  own  folly,  and 
was  never  at  reft  until  fhe  had  difcharged 
all  her  fhop-bills,  and  refunded  herfelf  a 
confiderable  fum  fhe  had  run  out.  After 
which,  by  the  addition  of  a few  years  and 
a fuperior  underftanding,  fhe  became,  and 
continued  all  her  life  a moft  prudent  oeco- 
nomift ; yet  ftill  with  a ftrong  bent  to  the 
liberal  fide,  wherein  fhe  gratified  herfelf 
by  avoiding  all  expence  in  cloaths,  (which 
fhe  ever  defpifed)  beyond  what  was  mere- 
ly decent.  And,  although  her  frequent 
rQturps  of  fickncfs  were  very  chargeable, 
G g 3 except 
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except  fees  to  phyficians,  of  which  fhe 
met  with  feveral  fo  generous  that  fhe 
could  force  nothing  on  them,  (and  indeed 
fhe  muft  othcrwife  have  been  undone  ;) 
yet  file  never  was  without  a confidcrable 
fum  of  ready  money.  Infomuch  that,  up- 
on her  death,  when  her  neareft  friends 
thought  her  very  bare,  her  executors  found 
in  her  flrong  box  about  a hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  in  gold.  She  lamented  the  narrow- 
nefs  of  her  fortune  in  nothing  fo  much, 
as  that  it  did  not  enable  her  to  entertain 
her  friends  fo  often,  and  in  fo  hofpitable 
a manner  as  fhe  defired.  Yet  they  were 
always  welcome  ; and,  while  fhe  was  in 
health  to  diredt,  were  treated  with  neat- 
nefs  and  elegance  : So  that  the  revenues  of 
her  and  her  companion,  paffed  for  much 
more  confiderable  than  they  really  were. 
They  lived  always  in  lodgings,  their  do- 
meflicks  confxfling  of  two  maids  and  one 
man.  She  kept  an  account  of  all  the  fa- 
mily-expences,  from  her  arrival  in  Ireland 
to  fome  months  before  her  death  ; and 
flae  would  often  repine,  when  looking 
back  upon  the  annals  of  her  houihold 
bills,  that  every  thing  ncceflary  for  life 
was  double  the  price,  while  interefl  of 
money  was  funk  almoft  to  one  half;  fo 
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that  the  addition  made  to  her  fortune  was 
indeed  grown  abfolutely  neceflary. 

[I  fince  writ  as  I found  time.] 

But  her  charity  to  the  poor  was  a duty 
not  to  be  diminilhed,  and  therefore  be- 
came a tax  upon  thofe  tradefmen  who  fur- 
nilh  the  fopperies  of  other  ladies.  She 
bought  cloaths  as  feldom  as  poffible,  and 
thofe  as  plain  and  cheap  as  confided  with 
the  fituation  Ihe  was  in ; and  wore  no  lace 
for  many  years.  Either  her  judgment  or 
fortune  was  extraordinary,  in  the  choice 
of  thofe  on  whom  fhe  bellowed  her  cha- 
rity ; for  it  went  further  in  doing  good 
than  double  the  fum  from  any  other 
hand.  And  I have  heard  her  fay,  fhe 
always  met  with  gratitude  from  the  poor : 
Which  mull  be  owing  to  her  Ikill  in  dif- 
tinguilhing  proper  objects,  as  well  as  her 
gracious  manner  in  relieving  them. 

But  Ihe  had  another  quality  that  much 
delighted  her,  although  it  may  be  thought 
a kind  of  check  upon  her  bounty;  how- 
ever it  was  a pleafure  Ihe  could  not  refill: 
I mean  that  of  making  agreeable  prefents, 
wherein  I never  knew  her  equal,  although 
* it  be  an  affair  of  as  delicate  a nature  as 
moll  in  the  courfe  of  life.  She  ufed  to  de- 
fine a prefent,  That  it  was  a gift  to  a friend 
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of  fomething  he  wanted  or  was  fond  of, 
and  which  could  not  be  eafily  gotten  for 
money.  I am  confident,  during  my  ac- 
quaintance with  her,  Ihe  hath,  in  thefe 
and  fome  other  kinds  of  liberality,  difpo- 
fed  of  to  the  value  of  feveral  hundred 
pounds.  As  to  prefents  made  to  herfelf, 
ihe  received  them  with  great  unwilling- 
nefs,  but  efpecially  from  thofe  to  whom 
fhe  had  ever  given  any  ; being  on  all  oc- 
cafions  the  moft  difinterefted  mortal  I ever 
knew  or  heard  of. 

From  her  own  difpofition,  at  leafl  as 
much  as  from  the  frequent  want  of  health, 
lhe  feldom  made  any  vifits  ; but  her  own 
lodgings,  from  before  twenty  years  old, 
were  frequented  by  many  perfons  of  the 
graver  fort,  who  all  refpe<5ted  her  highly, 
upon  her  good  fenfe,  good  manners,  and 
converfation.  Among  thefe  were  the  late 
Primate  Lindfay,  Bifhop  Loyd,  Bifhop  Alhe, 
Bifhop  Brown,  Bifhop  Steam,  Bifhop  Pul- 
leyn,  with  fome  others  of  later  date ; and 
indeed  the  greateft  number  of  her  acquain- 
tance was  among  the  clergy.  Honour, 
truth,  liberality,  good  nature,  and  modef- 
ty,  were  the  virtues  flie  chiefly  poflefled, 
and  moft  valued  in  her  acquaintance ; and 
where  lhe  found  them,  would  be  ready  to 
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allow  for  fome  defeats,  nor  valued  them 
lefs,  although  they  did  not  fhine  in  learn- 
ing or  in  wit ; but  would  never  give  the 
leaft  allowance  for  any  failures  in  the  for- 
mer, even  to  thofe  who  made  the  greateft 
figure  in  either  of  the  two  latter.  She  had 
no  ufe  of  any  perfon’s  liberality,  yet  her 
deteftation  of  covetous  people  made  her 
uneafy  if  fuch  a one  was  in  her  company; 
upon  which  occafion  fhe  would  fay  many 
things  very  entertaining  and  humorous. 

. She  never  interrupted  any  perfon  who 
fpoke ; fhe  laught  at  no  millakes  they 
made,  but  helped  them  out  with  modefty  ; 
and  if  a good  tiling  were  fpoken,  but  ne- 
glected, fhe  would  not  let  it  fall,  but  fet 
it  in  the  beft  light  to  thofe  who  were  pre- 
fent.  She  liftened  to  all  that  was  faid,  and 
had  never  the  leaft  diftraCtion,  or  abfence 
of  thought. 

It  was  not  fafe  nor  prudent,  in  her 
prefence,  to  offend  in  the  leaft  word  againft 
modefty  ; for  fhe  then  gave  full  employ- 
ment to  her  wit,  her  contempt,  and  re- 
fentment,  under  which  even  ftupidity  and 
brutality  were  forced  to  fink  into  confu- 
fion  ; and*  the  guilty  perfon,  by  her  future 
^voiding  him  like  a bear  or  a fatyr,  was 

never 
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never  in  a way  to  tranfgrefs  a fecond 
time. 

It  happened  one  Angle  coxcomb,  of 
the  pert  kind,  was  in  her  company, 
among  feveral  other  ladies ; and,  in  his 
flippant  way,  began  to  deliver  fome  double 
meanings:  The  reft  flapt  their  fans,  and 
tifed  the  other  common  expedients  prac- 
tifed  in  fuch'  cafes,  of  appearing  not  to 
mind  or  comprehend  what  was  faid.  Her 
behaviour  was  very  different,  and  perhaps 
may  be  cenfured.  She  faid  thus  to  the 
man : “ Sir,  all  thefe  ladies  and  I under- 
“ ftand  your  meaning  very  well,  having, 
“ in  fpite  of  our  care,  too  often  met  with 
“ thofe  of  your  fex  who  wanted  manners 
**  and  good  fenfe.  But,  believe  me,  neither 
“ virtuous  nor  even  vicious  women  love 
**  fuch  kind  of  converfation.  However,  I 
“ will  leave  you,  and  report  your  beha- 
“ viour:  And,  whatever  vifit  I make,  I 
“ fhall  firft  enquire  at  the  door  whether 
41  you  are  in  the  houfe,  that  I may  be 
“ fure  to  avoid  you.”  I know  not  whether 
a majority  of  ladies  would  approve  of  fuch 
a proceeding;  but  I believe  the  practice  of 
it  would  foon  put  an  end  to  that  corrupt 
converfation,  the  worft  effect  of  dulnefs, 
ignorance,  impudence,  and  vulgarity,  and 
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the  higheft  affront  to  the  modefty  and  un- 
derftanding  of  the  female  fex. 

By  returning  very  few  vifits,  (lie  had  not 
much  company  of  her  own  fex,  except 
thofe  whom  fhe  moft  loved  for  their  eali- 
nefs,  or  efteemed  for  their  good  fenfe ; and 
thofe,  not  infilling  on  ceremony,  came 
often  to  her.  But  fhe  rather  chofe  meil 
for  her  companions,  the  ufual  topics  of 
ladies  difcourfe  being  fuch  as  fhe  had  little 
knowledge  of,  and  lefs  relifh.  Yet  no  man 
was  upon  the  rack  to  entertain  her,  for  fhe 
eafily  defcended  to  any  thing  that  was  in- 
nocent and  diverting.  News,  politics,  cen- 
fure,  family -management,  or  town-talk, 
fhe  always  diverted  to  fomething  elfc ; 
but  thefe  indeed  feldom  happened,  for  fhe 
chofe  her  company  better : And  therefore 
many,  who  miftook  her  and  themfelves, 
having  folicited  her  acquaintance,  and 
finding  themfelves  difappointed  after  a 
few  vifits,  dropt  off ; and  fhe  was  never 
known  to  enquire  into  the  reafon,  or  afk 
what  was  become  of  them. 

She  was  never  pofitive  in  arguing,  and 
flic  ufually  treated  thofe  who  were  fo,  in 
a manner  which  well  enough  gratified 
that  unhappy  difpofition ; yet  in  fuch  a 
fort  as  made  it  very  contemptible,  and  at 
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the  fame  time  did  fome  hurt  to  the  owners. 
Whether  this  proceeded  from  her  eafinefs 
in  general,  or  from  her  indifference  to  cer- 
tain perfons,  or  from  her  defpair  of  mend- 
ing them,  or  from  the  fame  pra&ice  which 
die  much  liked  in  Mr.  Addifon,  I cannot 
determine  ; but  when  fhe  faw  any  of  the 
company  very  warm  in  a wrong  opinion, 
fhe  was  more  inclined  to  confirm  them  in 
it  than  oppofe  them.  The  excufe  fhe  com- 
monly gave  when  her  friends  afked  the 
reafon,  was,  That  it  prevented  noife,  and 
faved  time.  Yet  I have  known  her  very 
angry  with  fome  whom  fhe  much  elteemed 
for  fometimes  falling  into  that  infirmity. 

She  loved  Ireland  much  better  than  the 
generality  of  thofe  who  owe  both  their 
birth  and  riches  to  it ; and,  having  brought 
over  all  the  fortune  fhe  had  in  money, 
left  the  revcrfion  of  the  bell  part  of 
it,  one  thoufand  pounds,  to  Dr.  Stephens’s 
Hofpital.  She  detefted  the  tyranny  and  in- 
juftice  of  England,  in  their  treatment  of 
this  kingdom.  She  had  indeed  reafon  to 
love  a country,  where  fhe  had  the  efteem 
and  friendfhip  of  all  who  knew  her,  and 
the  univerfal  good-report  of  all  who  ever 
heard  of  her,  without  one  exception,  if  I 
am  told  the  truth  by  thofe  who  keep  ge- 
neral 
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neral  converfation.  Which  character  is  the 
more  extraordinary,  in  falling  to  a perfon 
of  fo  much  knowledge,  wit,  and  vivacity,  * 
qualities  that  are  ufed  to  create  envy,  and 
confequently  cenfure  ; and  mull  be  rather 
imputed  to  her  great  modefly,  gentle  be- 
haviour, and  inoffeniivenefs,  than  to  her 
fuperior  virtues. 

Although  her  knowledge,  from  books 
and  company,  was  much  more  extenfive 
than  ufually  falls  to  the  fhare  of  her  fex; 
yet  £he  was  fo  far  from  making  a parade 
of  it,  that  her  female  vifitants,  on  their 
firft  acquaintance,  who  expe&ed  to  difco- 
ver  it,  by  what  they  call  hard  words  and 
deep  difcourfe,  would  be  fometimes  difap- 
pointed,  and  fay,  they  found  fhe  was  like 
other  women.  But  wife  men,  through  all 
her  modefly,  whatever  they  difcourfed  on, 
could  eafily  obferve  that  (he  underftood 
them  very  well,  by  the  judgment  fhewn 
in  her  obfervations  as  well  as  in  her  que- 
fiions. 
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OF  THE 

* EDUCATION  of  ladies. 

T He  re  is  a fubjedt  of  controverfy  which 
I have  frequently  met  with,  in  mixt  and 
feledt  companies  of  both  fexes,  and  fome- 
times  only  of  men ; whether  it  be  prudent  to 
chufe  a wife,  who  hath  good  natural  fenfe, 
fome  tafte  of  wit  and  humour,  fufficiently 
verfed  in  her  own  natural  language,  able 
to  read  and  to  relifh  hillory,  books  of  tra- 
vels, moral  or  entertaining  difcourfes,  and 
be  a tolerable  judge  of  the  beauties  in 
poetry.  This  queftion  is  generally  deter- 
mined in  the  negative  by  the  women 
diemfelves,  but  almoft  uniyerfally  by  the 
men. 

We  muft  obferve,  that,  in  this  debate, 
thofe  whom  we  call  men  and  women  of 
fafhion  are  only  to  be  underftood,  not 
merchants,  tradefmen,  or  others  of  fuch 
occupations,  who  are  not  fuppofed  to  have 
lhared  in  a liberal  education.  I except 
likewife  all  minifters  of  ftate,  during  their 
power,  lawyers  and  phyficians  in  great 
practice,  perfons  in  fuch  employments  as 
take  up  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  and 
. perhaps 
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perhaps  fome  other  conditions  of  life 
which  I cannot  call  to  mind.  Neither 
mull  I forget  to  except  all  gentlemen  of 
the  army,  from  the  general  to  the  enfign ; 
becaufe  thofe  qualifications  above-men- 
tioned, in  a wife,  are  wholly  out  of  their 
element  and  comprehenfion  j together  with 
’all  mathematicians,  and  gentlemen  lqvers 
of  mufic,  metaphyficians,  virtuofi,  and 
great  talkers,  who  have  all  amufements 
enough  of  their  own.  All  thefe  put  to- 
gether will  amount  to  a great  number  of 
adverfaries,  whom  I fhall  have  no  occafion 
to  encounter,  becaufe  I am  already  of  their 
fentiments.  Thofe  perfons,  whom  I mean 
to  include,  are  the  bulk  of  lords,  knights, 
and  fquires  throughout  England,  whether 
they  refide  between  the  town  and  country, 
or  generally  in  either.  I do  alfo  include 
thofe  of  the  clergy,  who  have  tolerably 
good  preferments  in  London  or  any  other 
parts  of  the  kingdom. 

The  moft  material  arguments  that  I have 
met  with,  on  the  negative  fide  of  this  great 
queflion,  are  what  I fhall  now  impartially 
report,  in  as  ftrong  a light  as  I think  they 
can  bear. 

It  is  argued,  That  the  great  end  of  mar- 
riage is  propagation : That,  confequently, 
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the  principal  bulinefs  of  a wife  is  to  breed 
children,  and  to  take  care  of  them  in  their 
infancy : That  the  wife  is  to  look  to  her  fa- 
mily, watch  over  the  fervants,  fee  that 
they  do  their  work : That  fhe  be  abfent 
from  her  houfe  as  little  as  pollible : That 
fhe  is  anfwerable  for  every  thing  amifs 
in  the  family : That  fhe  is  to  obey  all  the 
lawful  commands  of  her  hufband  ; and 
vifit,  or  be  vifited,  by  no  perfons  whom  he 
difapproves.  That  her  whole  bufmefs,  if 
well  performed,  will  take  up  moft  hours 
of  the  day : That  the  greater  fhe  is,  and 
the  more  fervants  fhe  keeps,  her  infpec- 
tion  mull  encreafe  accordingly.  For,  as 
a family  reprefents  a kingdom,  fo  the  wife, 
who  is  her  hufband’s  firft  minifter,  muft, 
under  him,  direct  all  the  officers  of  flate, 
even  to  the  loweft  ; and  report  their  beha- 
viour to  her  hufband,  as  the  firft  minifter 
does  to  his  prince.  That  fuch  a ftation  re- 
quires much  time,  and  thought,  and  order ; 
and,  if  well  executed,  leaves  but  little  time 
for  vifits  or  diverfions. 

That  a humour  of  reading  books,  ex- 
cepting thofe  of  devotion  or  houfewifery, 
is  apt  to  turn  a woman’s  brain.  That  plays, 
romances,  novels,  and  love-poems,  are 
only  proper  to  inftrudt  them  how  to  carry 
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on  an  intrigue.  That  all  affe&ation  of 
knowledge,  beyond  what  is  merely  domef-  k 
tic,  renders  them  vain,  conceited,  and  pre- 
tending. That  the  natural  levity  of  wo- 
men Wants  ballafl ; and,  when  fhe  once 
begins  to  think,  fhe  knows  more  than 
others  of  her  fex,  fhe  will  begin  to  defpife 
her  liufband,  and  grow  fond  of  every  cox- 
comb Who  pretends  to  any  knowledge  in 
booksi  That  fhe  will  learn  fcholaflic  words ; 
make  herffelf  ridiculous  by  pronouncing 
them  wrong,  and  applying  them  abfurdly 
in  all  companies.  That,  in  the  mean- 
time, her  houfehold  affairs,  and  the  care 
of  her  children,  will  be  wholly  laid  alide ; 
her  toilet  Will  be  crowded  with  all  the 
Under-wits,  where  the  converfation-  will? 
pafs  in  criticifing  on  the  lafl  play  or  poem 
that  comes  out,  and  fhe  will  be  careful  to’ 
remember  all  the  remarks  that  were  made, 
in  order  to  retail  them  in  the  next  vifit, 
efpecially  in  company  who  know  nothing- 
of  the  matter.  That  fhe  will  have  all  the 
impertinence  of  a pedant,  without  the 
knowledge  ; and,  for  every  new  acquire- 
ment, will  become  fo  much  the  worfe. 

To  fay  the  truth,  that  fhameful  and  al- 
moft  univerfal  negledt  of  good  education 
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among  our  nobility,  gentry,  and  indeed 
among  all  others  who  are  born  to  good 
eftates,  will  make  this  elfay  of  little  ufe 
to  the  prefent  age : For,  confidering  the  ; 
modem  way  of  training  up  both  fexes  in 
ignorance,  idlenefs,  and  vice,  it  is  of  litde 
confequence  how  they  are  coupled  toge-  , 
ther.  And  therefore  my  fpeculgtions  on 
this  fubjeft  can  be  only  of  ufe  to  a fmall 
number:  For,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of 
the  world,  none  but  wife  and  good  men 
can  fail  of  miffing  their  match,  whenever 
they  are  difpofed  to  marry;  and  confe- 
quently  there  is  no  reafon  for  complaint 
an  either  fide.  The  forms  by  which  a . 
hulband  and  wife  are  to  live,  with  regard 
to  each  other  and  to  the  world,  are  fuffi- 
ciently  known  and  fixed,  in  diredt  contra-  • 
di&ion  to  every  precept  of  morality',  reli- 
gion, or  civil  inftitution : It  would  be  - 
therefore  an  idle  attempt  to  aim  at  break- 
ing fo  firm  an  eftablifliment. 

But  as  it  fometimes  happens,  that  an 
elder  brother  dies  late  enough  to  leave  the 
younger  at  the  univerfity,  after  he  hath 
made  fome  progrcfs  in  learning ; if  we 
fuppofe  him  to  have  a tolerable  genius, 
and  a defire  to  improve  it,  he  may  confe- 
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quently  learn  to  value  and  edeem  wifdom 
and  knowledge  wherever  he  finds  them, 
even  after  his  father’s  death,  when  his 
title  and  edate  come  into  his  own  poflef- 
' fion.  Of  this  kind,  I reckon,  by  a favour- 
able computation,  there  may  poffibly  be 
found,  by  a drift  fearch  among  the  nobi- 
lity and  gentry  throughout  England,  about 
five  hundred.  Among  thofe  of  all  other 
callings  or  trades,  who  are  able  to  main- 
tain a fon  at  the  univerfity,  about  treble 
that  number.  The  fons  of  clergymen  bred 
to  learning  with  any  fuccefs,  mud,  by  rea- 
fon  of  their  parents  poverty,  be  very  incon- 
fiderable,  many  of  them  being  only  admit- 
ted fervitors  in  colleges,  (and  confequcntly 
proving  good  for  nothing :)  I fliall  there- 
fore count  them  to  be  not  above  fourfcore. 
But,  to  avoid  fraftions,  I lhall  fuppofe  there 
may  poffibly  be  a round  number  of  two 
thoufand  male  human  creatures  in  Eng- 
land (including  Wales),  who  have  a tole- 
rable fhare  of  reading  and  good  fenfe.  I 
include  in  this  lid  all  perfons  of  fuperior 
abilities,  or  great  genius,  or  true  judgment 
and  tade,  or  of  profound  literature,  who, 
I am  confident,  we  may  reckon  to  be  at 
lead  five  ai?d  twenty. 
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- I am  very  glad  to  have  this  opportunity 
of  doing  an  honour  to  my  country,  by  a 
computation  which  I am  afraid  foreigners 
may  conceive  to  be  partial ; when,  out  of 
only  fifteen  thoufand  families  of  lords  and 
eftated  gentlemen,  which  may  probably  be 
their  number,  I fuppofe  one  in  thirty  to  be 
tolerably  educated,  with  a fufficient  fhare 
of  good  fenfe.  Perhaps  the  cenfure  may  be 
juft.  And  therefore,  upon  cooler  thoughts, 
to  avoid  all  cavils,  I ftiall  reduce  them  to 
one  thoufand,  which,  at  leaft,  will  be  a 
number  fufficient  to  fill  both  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament. 

The  daughters  of  great  and  rich  fami- 
lies, computed  after  the  fame  manner,  will 
hardly  amount  to  above  half  the  number 
of  the  male : Becaufe  the  care  of  their  edu- 
cation is  either  left  entirely  to  their  mo- 
thers, or  they  are  fent  to  boarding-fchools, 
or  put  into  the  hands  of  Englifh  or  French 
governefles,  and  generally  the  worft  that 
can  be  gotten  for  money.  So  that,  after 
the  reduction  I was  compelled  to,  from 
two  thoufand  to  one,  half  the  number  of 
well-educated  nobility  and  gentry  muft 
either  continue  in  a fingle  life,  or  be 
forced  to  couple  themfelves  with  women 
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for  whom  they  can  poffibly  have  no 
efteem ; I mean  fools,  prudes,  coquettes, 
gamefters,  faunterers,  endlefs  talkers  of 
nonfenfe,  fplenetic  idlers,  intriguers,  given 
to  fcandal  and  cenfure,  * * *•  * * 
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DISCOUR  S E 


To  prove  the  Antiquity  of  the 

ENGLISH  TONGUE. 

Shewing,  from  various  Infances,  /^/Hebrew, 
Greek,  and  Latin,  were  derived  from  the 
English. 


DUring  the  reign  of  parties,  for 
about  forty  years  paft,  it  is  a me- 
lancholy coniideration  to  obferve  how  Phi- 
lology hath  been  neglected,  which  was  be- 
fore the  darling  employment  of  the  great- 
eft  authors,  from  the  reftoration  of  learn- 
ing in  Europe.  Neither  do  I remember  it 
to  have  been  cultivated,  fince  the  Revolu- 
tion, by  any  one  perfon  with  great  fuccefs, 
except  our  illultrious  modem  ftar,  Doctor 
Richard  Bentley,  with  whom  the  republic 
of  learning  muft  expire  ; as  mathematics 
did,  with  Sir  Ifaac  Newton.  My  ambition 
hath  been  gradually  attempting,  from  my 
early  youth,  to  be  the  holder  of  a rulh- 
light  before  that  great  luminary ; which, 
at  leaft,  might  be  of  foxne  little  ufe  during 
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thofe  (hort  intervals,  while  he  was  (huff- 
ing his  candle,  or  peeping  with  it  under 
a bufliel. 

My  prefent  attempt  is  to  afiert  the  anti- 
quity of  our  Englifh  Tongue  ; which,  as  I 
fhall  undertake  to  prove  by  invincible  ar- 
guments, hath  varied  very  little  for  thefe 
two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty-four 
years  pad.  And  my  proofs  will  be  drawn 
from  etymology ; wherein  I (hall  ufe  my 
readers  much  fairer  than  Pezron,  Skinner, 
Vordigan,  Camden,  and  many  other  fu- 
perficial  pretenders  have  done.  For  I will 
put  no  force  upon  the  words,  nor  defirc 
any  more  favour  than  to  allow  for  the 
ufual  accidents  of  corruption,  or  the  avoid- 
ing a cacophonia. 

I think  I can  make  it  manifed  to  all  im- 
partial readers,  that  our  language,  as  we 
now  fpeak  it,  was  originally  the  fame  with 
thofe  of  the  Jews,  the  Greeks,  and  the  Ro- 
mans, however  corrupted  in  fucceeding 
times  by  a mixture  of  barbarifms.  I (hall 
only  produce,  at  prefent,  two  indances 
among  a thoufand  from  the  Latin  tongue. 
Cloaca , which  they  interpret  a necejfary-houfe , 
is  altogether  an  Englifh  -word,  the  lad 
letter  a being,  by  the  midake  of  fomc 
feribe,  transferred  from  the  beginning  to 
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the  end  of  the  word.  In  the  primitive  or- 
thography it  is  called  a cloac , which  had 
the  fame  lignification  ; and  Hill  continues 
fo  at  Edinburgh  in  Scotland : Where  a man 
in  a cloac , or  cloak,  of  large  circumference 
and  length,  carrying  a convenient  vedel 
under  it,  calls  out,  as  he  goes  through  the 
ftreets,  Wha  has  need  of  me?  Whatever  cus- 
tomer calls,  the  vellel  is  placed  in  the  cor* 
ner  of  the  ftreet,  the  cloac , or  a cloak,  fur- 
rounds  and  covers  him,  and  thus  he  is  eaf- 
ed  with  decency  and  fecrefy. 

The  Second  inftance  is  yet  more  remark- 
able.  The  Latin  word  Turpis  fignifieth  najly, 
or  filthy.  Now  this  word  Turpis  is  a plain 
compofition  of  two  Englifh  words ; only, 
by  a fyncope,  the  laft  letter  of  the  firft  Syl- 
lable, which  is  d,  is  taken  out  of  the  mid- 
dle, to  prevent  the  jarring  of  three  confo- 
nants  together:  And  thefe  two  Englifh 
words  exprefs  the  two  mofl  unfeemly  ex- 
crements that  belong  to  man. 

• But  although  I cquld  produce  many 
other  examples,  equally  convincing,  that 
the  Hebrews,  the  Greeks,  and  the  Romans 
originally  fpoke  the  fame  language  which 
we  do  at  prefent  j yet  I have  chofen  to  con- 
fine myfelf  chiefly  to  the  proper  names  of 
perfons,  becaufe  I conceive  they  will  be 

of 
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of  greater  weight  to  confirm  what  I ad- 
vance ; the  ground  and  reafon  of  thofe 
names  being  certainly  owing  to  the  na- 
ture, pr  fome  diftinguilhing  aftion  or  qua- 
lity in  thole  perfons,  and  consequently  ex- 
prefied  in  the  true  antient  language  of  the 
Several  people. 

I will  begin  with  the  Grecians,  among 
whom  the  moll  antient  are  the  great  lead- 
ers on  both  Sides  in  the  liege  of  Troy,  For 
it  is  plain,  from  Homer,  that  the  Trojans. 
Spoke  Greek  as  well  as  the  Grecians.  Of 
thele  latter,  Achilles  was  the  moll  valiant. 
This  Hero  was  of  a relllefs  unquiet  na- 
ture, never  giving  himfelf  any  repofe 
either  in  peace  or  war  j and  therefore,  as 
Guy  of  Warwick  was  called  a Kill-cow, 
and  another  terrible  man  a Kill-devil,  fo 
this  General  was  called  A Kill-eafe , or  de- 
llroyer  of  eafe  ; and  at  length,  by  corrup- 
tion, Achilles. 

He  ft  or,  on  the  other  fide,  was  the  brav- 
ell  among  the  Trojans.  He  had  dellroyed 
fo  many  of  the, Greeks,  by  hacking  and 
tearing  them,  that  his  foldiers,  when  they 
faw  him  fighting,  would  cry  out,  “ Now 
“ the  enemy  will  be  hackt,  now  he  will 
fc  be  tore."  At  laft,  by  putting  both  words 
together,  this  appellation  was  given  to 

their 
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their  leader,  under  the  name  of  Hack-tore  ; 
and,  for  the  more  commodious  founding, 
Hettor. 

Diomede , another  Grecian  captain,  had 
the  boldnefs  to  fight  with  Venus,  and 
wound  her;  whereupon  the  Goddefs,  in 
a rage,  ordered  her  fon  Cupid  to  make 
this  Hero  be  hated  by  all  women,  repeat- 
ing it  often  that  he  fhould  die  a maid ; from 
whence,  by  a fmall  change  in  orthogra- 
phy, he  was  called  Diomede.  And  it  is  to 
be  obferved,  that  the  term  Maiden-head  is 
frequently,  at  this  very  day,  applied  to 
perfons  of  either  fex. 

Ajax  was,  in  fame,  the  next  Grecian 
general  to  Achilles.  The  derivation  of  his 
name  from  A Jakes,  however  aflerted  by 
great  authors,  is,  in  my  opinion,  very  un- 
worthy both  of  them  and  of  the  Hero 
himfelf.  I have  often  wondered  to  fee 
fuch  learned  men  miflake  in  fo  clear  a 
point.  This  Hero  is  known  to  have  been 
a moft  intemperate  liver,  as  it  is  ufual 
with  foldiers  ; and,  although  he  were  not 
old,  yet,  by  convcrfing  with  camp-ftrollers, 
he  had  got  pains  in  his  bones,  which  he 
pretended  to  his  friends  were  only  Age- 
aches  ; but  they  telling  the  dory  about  the 
army,  as  the  vulgar  always  confound  right 

pro- 
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pronunciation,  he  was  afterwards  known 
l>y  no  other  name  than  Ajax. 

The  next  1 lhall  mention  is  Andromache , 
the  famous  wife  of  Hedtor.  Her  father 
was  a Scotch  gentleman,  of  a noble  family 
Hill  fubfifting  in  that  antient  kingdom. 
But,  being  a foreigner  in  Troy,  to  which 
city  he  led  fome  of  his  countrymen  in  the 
defence  of  Priam,  as  Diciys  Cretenfis  learn- 
edly obferves ; He&or  fell  in  love  with  his 
daughter,  and  the  father’s  name  was 
Andrew  Mackay.  The  young  Lady  was  call- 
ed by  the  fame  name,  only  a little  foftened 
to  the  Grecian  accent. 

AJiyanax  was  the  fon  of  Hetflor  and  An- 
dromache. When  Troy  was  taken,  this 
young  Prince  had  his  head  cut  off,  and  his 
body  thrown  to  fwine.  From  this  fatal  ac- 
cident he  had  his  name  ; which  hath,  by 
a peculiar  good  fortune,  been  preferved 
entire,  A fly , an  ax. 

Mars  may  be  mentioned  among  thefe, 
becaufe  he  fought  againll  the  Greeks. 
He  was  called  the  God  of  War  ; and  is  de- 
feribed  as  a fwearing,  fwaggering  compa- 
nion, and  a great  giver  of  rude  language. 
For,  when  he  was  angry,  he  would  cry, 
“ Kifs  my  a-fe,  My  a~fe  in  a band-box,  My 
“ a-fe  all  over:"  Which  he  repeated  fo 

commonly, 
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commonly,  that  he  got  the  appellation  of 
My-a—fe ; and,  by  a common  abbreviation 
AT  art ; from  whence,  by  leaving  out  the 
mark  of  eliiion,  Mars.  And  this  is  a com- 
mon practice  among  us  at  prefent ; as  in 
the  words  D’anvers,  Davenport,  D’anby, 
which  are  now  written  Danvers,  Daven- 
port, Danby,  and  many  others. 

The  next  is  Hercules , otherwise  called 
Alcides.  Both  thefe  names  are  Englifh, 
with  little  alteration;  and  deferibe  the 
principal  qualities  of  that  Hero,  who  was 
diitinguifhed  for  being  a flave  to  his  mif- 
trefles,  and  at  the  fame  time  for  his  grear 
ftrength  and  courage.  Omphale,  his  chief 
miflrefs,  ufed  to  call  her  lovers  Her  cullies ; 
and,  becaufe  this  Hero  was  more  and 
longer  fubjeft  to  her  than  any  other,  he 
was  in  a particular  manner  called  the  chief 
of  her  cullies ; which,  by  an  eafy  change, 
made  the  word  Hercules.  His  other  name 
Alcides  was  given  him  on  account  of  his 
prowefs:  For,  in  fight,  he  ufed  to  ftrike 
on  all ftdes , and  was  allowed  on  all  Jtdcs  to 
be  the  chief  hero  of  his  age.  For  one  of 
which  reafons,  he  was  called  All  ftdes , or 
Alcides ; but  I am  inclined  to  favour  the 
former  opinion. 


A cer* 
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Acertaka  Grecian  youth  was  a great  imi- 
tator of  Socrates  ■,  which  that  philosopher 
obferving,  with  much  pleafure,  Said  to  his 
friends,  “ There  is  an  Ape  d mine  own  days? 
After  which  theyoung  man  was  called  Epa- 
minondesy  and  proved  to  be  the  moll  virtuous 
perSon,  as  well  as  the  greateJft  genera)  of 
his  age*  . 

U calegon  was  a very  obliging  inn-keeper 
of  Troy,  When  a gueft  was  going  to  take 
horSe,  the  landlord  took,  leave  of  him 
with  this  compliment,  “ Sir,  I fhall  be  glad ; 

to  fee  you  call  again?  Strangers,  who 
knew  not  his  right  name,  caught  his  lall 
words  ; and  thus,  by  degrees,  that  appel- 
lation prevailed,  and  he  was  known  by  no 
other  name  even  among  his  neighbours. 

Hydra  was  a great  Serpent  which  Her*, 
rules  flew.  His  ufual  outward  garment 
was  the  raw  hyde  of  a lion,  and  this  he  had 
on  when  he  attacked  the  Serpent ; which,, 
therefore,  took  its  name  from  the  Ikin : The 
' modefty  of  that  Hero  devolving  the  honour 
of  his  victory  upon  the  lion’s  Ikin,  calling 
that  enormous  Snake  the  Hyde-raw  Serpent. 

Leda  was  the  mother  of  Caftor  and  Pol- 
lux ; whom  Jupiter  embracing  in  the  lhape 
of  a Swan,  She  laid  a couple  of  eggs  ; and 
was  therefore  called  Laid  a , or  Leda. 

As 
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As  to  Jupiter  himfelf : It  is  well  known 
that  the  ftatues  and  pictures  of  this  Hea- 
then God,  in  the  Roman-catholic  countries, 
refemble  thofe  of  St.  Peter,  and  are  often 
taken  the  one  for  the  other.  The  rea/on 
is  manifeft : For,  when  the  emperors  had 
eftablifhed  Chriftianity,  the  Heathens  were 
afraid  of  acknowledging  their  heathen 
idols  of  the  chief  God,  and  pretended  it 
was  only  a ftatue  of  the  Jew  Peter . And 
thus  the  principal  Heathen  God  came  to 
be  called  by  the  antient  Romans,  with 
very  little  alteration,  Jupiter. 

The  Hamadryades  are  reprefented  by 
miflaken  antiquity  as  Nymphs  of  tire 
Groves.  But  the  true  account  is  this: 
They  were  women  of  Calabria,  who  dealt 
in  bacon  ; and,  living  near  the  fea-fide, 
ufed  to  pickle  their  bacon  in  falt-water, 
and  then  fet  it  up  to  dry  in  thesfun.  From 
whence  they  were  properly  called  Ham-a - 
dry-a-dayiy  and,  in  procefs  of  time,  mif- 
fpelt  Hamadryades. 

Neptune , the  God  of  the  fea,  had  his 
name  from  the  Tunes  fung  to  him  by  tri- 
tons, upon  their  fhells  every  neap  or  nep 
tide.  The  word  is  come  down  to  us  almoft 
uncorrupted,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Tritonsy 
his  fervants ; who,  in  order  to  pleafe  their 
z matter, 
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matter,  ufed  to  try  all  tones,  till  they  could 
hit  upon  that  he  liked. 

Arijlotle  was  a Peripatetic  philofopher, 
who  ufed  to  inftru£l  his  fcholars  while  he 
was  walking.  When  the  lads  were  come, 
he  would  arife  to  tell  them  what  he  thought 
proper  ; and  was  therefore  called  Arife  to 
tell.  But  fucceeding  ages,  v/ho  underftood 
not  this  etymology,  have,  by  an  abfurd 
change,  made  it  Arijlotle. 

Arijlophanes  was  a Greek  comedian,  full 
of  levity,  and  gave  himfelf  too  much  free- 
dom ; which  made  a graver  people  not 
fcruple  to  fay,  that  he  had  a great  deal 
of  airy  Jluff  in  his  writings : And  thefe 
words,  often  repeated,  made  fucceeding 
ages  denominate  him  Arifophanes.  Vide 
Kojin.  Antiq.  1.  iv. 

Alexander  the  Great  was  very  fond  of  eggs 
roafted  in  hot  allies.  As  foon  as  his  cooks 
heard  he  was  come  home  to  dinner  or 
fupper,  they  called  aloud  to  their  under- 
officers, All  eggs  under  the  Grate : Which,  re- 
peated every  day  at  noon  and  evening, 
made  ftrangers  think  it  was  that  Prince’s 
real  name,  and  therefore  gave  him  no 
other ; and  pofterity  hath  been  ever  fince 
under  the  fame  delufion. 


Pygmalion 
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Pygmalion  was  a perfon  of  very  low  fta* 
ture,  but  great  valotir ; which  made  his 
townfmen  call  him  Pygmy  lion  : And  fo  it 
fhould  be  fpelt ; although  the  word  hath 
fullered  lefe  by  tranfcribers  than  many 
others. 

Archimedes  was  a moft  famous  mathemati- 
cian. His  ftudics  required  much  filence  and 
quiet : But  his  wife  having  feveral  maids, 
they  were  always  difturbing  him  with  their 
tattle  or  their  bufinefs  5 which  forced  him 
to  come  out  every  now  and  then  to  the 
flair-head,  and  cry,  “ Hark  ye  maid >,  if  you 
“ will  not  be  quiet)  I fliall  turn  you  out 
“ of  doors.”  He  repeated  thefe  words, 
Hark  ye  maids,  fo  often,  that  the  unlucky 
jades,  when  they  found  he  was  at  Ills  ftudy, 
would  fay,  There  is  Hark  ye  maids , let  ub 
fpeak  foftly.  Thus  the  name  went  through 
the  neighbourhood  ; and,  at  laft,  grew  fo 
general,  that  we  are  ignorant  of  that  great 
man’s  true  name  to  this  day. 

Strabo  was  a famous  geographer ; and, 
to  improve  his  knowledge,  travelled  over 
feveral  countries,  as  the  writers  of  his  life 
inform  usj  who  like  wife  add,  that  he  afi 
fedted  great  nicenefs  and  finery  in  his 
cloaths : From  whence  people  took  occafkm 
to  call  him  the  Stray  beau ; which  future 
4 ages 


Digitized  by  Google 


the  ENGLISH  TONGUE.  481 
ages  have  pinned  down  upon  him,  very 
much  to  his  dilhonour. 

Peloponnefus , that  famous  Grecian  penin- 
fula,  got  its  name  from  a Greek  colony  iii 
Alia  the  Lefs  ; many  of  whom  going  for 
traffic  thither,  and  finding  that  the  inha- 
bitants had  but  one  well  in  the  town  of 
* * * *,  from  whence  certain  porters  ufed 
to  carry  the  water  through  the  city  in  great 
pails,  fo  heavy  that  they  were  often  forced 
to  fet  them  down  for  eafe  ; the  tired  por- 
ters, after  they  had  fet  down  the  pails,  and 
wanted  to  take  them  up  again,  would  call 
for  afiiltance  to  thofe  who  were  neareft, 
in  thefe  words,  Pail  up,  and  eafe  us.  The 
Itranger  Greeks,  hearing  thefe  words  re- 
peated a thoufand  times  as  they  palled  the 
ltreet,  thought  the  inhabitants  were  pro- 
nouncing the  name  of  their  country, 
which  made  the  foreign  Greeks  call  it 
Peloponnefus,  a manifeft  corruption  of  Pail 
up  and  eafe  us. 

Having  mentioned  fo  many  Grecians  to 
prove  my  hypothefis,  I lhall  not  tire  the 
reader  with  producing  an  equal  number 
of  Romans,  as  I might  eafily  do.  Some 
few  will  be  fufficient. 

Ctefar  was  the  greatell  captain  of  that 
empire : The  word  ought  to  be  fpelt  Seifer, 

Vol.  XV.  1 i becaufe 
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becaufe  he  feifed  on  not  only  mofl  of  die 
known  world,  but  even  the  liberties  of 
his  own  country : So  that  a more  proper 
appellation  could  not  have  been  given 
him. 

Cicero  was  a poor  fcholar  in  the  univerfity 
of  Athens,  wherewith  his  enemies  in  Rome 
ufed  to  reproach  him  ; and,  as  he  palled 
the  llreets,  would  call  out,  0 Cifer , Cifer  o! 
A word  ftill  ufed  in  Cambridge,  and 
anfwers  to  a fervitor  in  Oxford. 

Anibal  was  fwom  enemy  of  the  Romans, 
and  gained  many  glorious  victories  over 
them.  This  name  appears  at  firft  repeat- 
ing to  be  a metaphor  drawn  from  tennis, 
exprefling  a fkilful  gamefter,  who  can  take 
any  ball ; and  is  very  juftly  applied  to  fo  re- 
nowned a commander.  Navigators  are  led 
into  a ilrange  miftake  upon  this  article. 
We  have  ufually  in  our  fleet  fome  large 
man  of  war,  called  the  Anibal  with  great 
propriety,  becaufe  it  is  fo  ftrong  that  it 
may  defy  any  ball  from  a cannon.  And 
fuch  is  the  deplorable  ignorance  of  our 
feamen,  that  they  mifcall  it  the  Honey -ball. 

Cartago  was  the  mofl:  famous  trading  city 
in  the  world ; where,  in  every  ftreet,  there 
was  many  a cart  a going , probably  laden 

with 
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with  merchants  goods.  Vide  Alexander  ab 
Alexandra,  and  Suidas  upon  the  word  Cartago. 

The  word  Roman  itfelf  is  perfectly  Eng- 
lilh,  like  other  words  ending  in  man  or 
men,  as  Hangman,  Drayman,  Huntfman, 
and  feveral  others.  It  was  formerly  fpelt 
Row-man,  which  is  the  fame  with  Water- 
man. And  therefore,  when  we  read  of 
JeJla  (or,  as  it  is  corruptly  fpelt,  Gejla JRoman- 
crum , it  is  to  be  undedlood  of  the  rough 
manner  of  jejling  ufed  by  watermen ; who, 
upon  the  fides  of  rivers,  would  row  man 
or  um . This  I think  is  clear  enough  to  con- 
vince the  moll  incredulous. 

Mifanthropus  was  the  name  of  an  ill- 
natured  man,  which  he  obtained  by  a 
cuftora  of  catching  a great  number  of 
mice,  then  fhutting  them  up  in  a room  and 
throwing  a cat  among  them.  Upon  which 
his  fellow  citizens  called  him  Mice  and 
throw pufs.  The  reader  obferves  how  much 
the  orthography  hath  been  changed  with- 
out altering  the  found : But  fuch  deprava- 
tions we  owe  to  the  injury  of  time,  and 
grofs  ignorance  of  tranferibers. 

Among  the  antients,  fortune-telling  by 
the  liars  was  a very  beggarly  trade.  The 
profeflors  lay  upon  draw,  and  their  cabins 
were  covered  with  the  fame  materials: 

I i 2 Whence 
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Whence  every  one  who  followed  that 
myftery  was  called  A firaw  lodger , or  a 
lodger  in  ft  raw ; but,  in  the  new-fangled 
way  of  fpelling,  AJlrologer. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  very  word 
Dipthong  is  wholly  Englifh.  In  former 
times  fchool-boys  were  chaftifcd  with 
thongs  fattened  at  die  head  of  a flick.  It 
was  obferved  that  young  lads  were  much 
puzzled  with  fpelling,  and  pronouncing 
words  where  two  vowels  came  together, 
and  were  often  corredled  for  their  miflakes 
in  that  point.  Upon  thefe  occafions  the 
mafter  would  dip  his  thongs  (as  we  now  do 
rods)  in  p — , which  made  that  difficult 
union  of  vowels  to  be  called  Dipthong. 

Bucephalus,  the  famous  liorfe  of  Alexan- 
der, was  fo  called  becaufe  there  were  ma- 
ny grooms  employed  about  him,  which 
fellows  were  always  hufy  in  their  office  ; and, 
becaufe  the  horfe  had  fo  many  hufy  fellows 
about  him,  it  was  natural  for  thofe  who 
went  to  the  liable  to  fay,  “ Let  us  go  to  the 
“ hufy  fellows by  which  they  meant  to  fee 
that  Prince’s  horfe.  And,  in  procefs  of 
time,  thefe  words  were  abfurdly  applied 
to  the  animal  itfelf,  which  was  thence- 
forth flyled  Bufy-fellows , and  very  impro- 
perly Bucephalus, 

I fhall 
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I fhall  now  bring  a few  proofs  of  the 
fame  kind,  to  convince  my  readers  that 
our  Englifh  language  was  well  known  to 
the  Jews. 

Mofes , the  great  leader  of  thofe  people 
out  of  Egypt,  was  in  propriety  of  fpeech 
called  Mow  feas , becaufe  he  mowed  the  feas 
down  in  the  middle,  to  make  a path  for 
the  Ifraelites. 

Abraham  was  a perfon  of  ftrong  bones 
and  finews,  and  a firm  walker,  which 
made  the  people  fay,  He  was  a man  (in 
the  Scotch  phrafe,  which  comes  neareft  to 
the  old  Saxon)  of  a bra  ham ; that  is,  of  a 
brave  ftrong  ham,  from  whence  he  acquir- 
ed his  name. 

The  man  whom  the  Jews  called  Balam 
was  a (hepherd  ; who,  by  often  crying  Ba 
to  his  lambs , was  therefore  called  Baalamb , 
or  Balam. 

Jfaac  is  nothing  elfe  but  Eyes  ake ; becaufe 
the  Talmudifts  report  that  he  had  a pain  in 
his  eyes.  Vide  Ben-gorion  and  the  Targum 
on  Genefis. 

Thus  I have  manifeftly  proved,  that  the 
Greeks,  the  Romans,  and  the  Jews,  fpoke 
the  language  we  now  do  in  England ; 
which  is  an  honour  to  our  country  that  I 
thought  proper  to  fet  in  a true  light,  and 

yet 


Digitized  by  Google 


48 6 The  ANTIQUITY,  6'c. 

yet  hath  not  been  done,  as  I have  heard, 

by  any  other  writer. 

And  thus  I have  ventured  (perhaps  too 
temerarioufly)  to  contribute  my  mite  to  the 
learned  world  ; from  whofe  candour,  if  I 
may  hope  to  receive  fome  approbation, 
it  may  probably  give  me  encouragement 
to  proceed  on  fome  other  fpeculations,  if 
poffible,  of  greater  importance  than  what 
I now  offer ; and  which  have  been  the  la- 
bour of  many  years,  as  well  as  of  conflant 
watchings,  that  I might  be  ufeful  to 
mankind,  and  particularly  to  mine  own 
country. 


End  of  Volume  XV. 
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